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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Woodl and, Newton Centre, and Newton Highlands Railroad Stations are the three remain-
ing stations of the original twelve designed by the office of Henry Hobson Richardson

for the Boston and Al bany Railroad. Thestations are |located along the tracks of the
present Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority system  The Newton Centre and Newton
Hi ghl ands Stations are separated by about 1/3 mle of track, andthe Newton Highlands
and Wodl and Stations by 1 /4 mles of track.

The smal | est of the three stations i s the Wodland Station, which i s the only one known
to be a Richardson original. Typical of the works of Richardson, the building is con-
structed of rough cut stone. A steeply pitched hip roof hangs |ow over the one-story
building. A stone chimey pierces the slate roof which i s also topped with copper flash-*
ing and ornamentation. A porte-cochere extends at aright angle to the northwest side of
the station. Theporte-cochere and other openings onthe building have been boarded up
and a section of the north wall has been removed anda door installed. Since the 1950's
the building has been used as a storage shed by the Wodl awn Golf Club, although preser-
vation andalternative uses are nowhbeing considered.

The Newton Highlands Station i s typical of the langer stations built by Richardson. The
sane stone andlarge overhanging slate roof are present with the addition of a covered
platform onthe track side that was added when the tracks were lowered i n 1906. n

the street side a dorner projects fromthe center of the hip roof andits outline isar-
ticulated indark brownstone as are those of other windows throughout. Instead of a
porte-cochere, the deep eaves supported by wooden braces provide protection fromthe ele-
ments. Theinterior woodwork of the large waiting roomhas been preserved even though
this building i s nowbeing used by anauto part distributor.

The Newton Centre Station i s simlar to the Newton Highlands Station with the addition

of a covered platformonthe track side of the building. Thecovering for the platform
was attached to the station when the tracks were [owered i n 1906. Theroof i s massive

and broad, andhangs |ow over the building, providing symbolic aswell as actual shelter
for waiting passengers. Qnboth the track side andthe street side there are twol ow
arched dorners which project fromthe roof. A stone chimey rises between the two dormers
on the street side. Thehiproof flares atits ends, producing deep eaves which are
supported by wooden braces. Thebuilding itself is sinple andconpact with the only
decoration being horizontal banding in dark stone. Theinterior isbasically intact.

Next to the station i s the Newon Centre Baggage and Express building which reflectsits
nei ghbor in style and materials. This small building is square andhas a hip roof.
Originally the baggage master's house was at street level andthe storage area was at

the lower track level. The Baggage and Express building i s currently occupied by a taxi
conpany. Thestation i s used to shelter MBTA passengers ontrack side andinside as an
office for the Lacy Sales Institute. ' .

The original Onsted |andscaping surrounding each of the stations no | onger survives.
Future preservation and adaptive reuse plans are being considered for the three remin-
ing stations.
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—ART

—COMMERCE
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STATEMENT G- S GN H CANCE

The Newton Centre Railroad Station,
tion aresignificant as thethree remaining stations i nNewon which were part of
t wel ve desi gned by Henry Hobson Ri chardson.

original

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
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—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
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—INVENTION

1886

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC 'S
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

BU LOER ARH TECT Ri char dson;

Shapl ev. Rntan

The construction

— RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
A-TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

and Cnnlidae

Newt on Hi ghl ands Railroad Station and Wodland St a-

the
of t he Highl ands

Branch of t heBoston and Al bany Railroad providedtheneeded transportation that allowed

a large section of Newton t odevel op as a suburban community of Boston.
at each stop were nonunments t ot hewealth and prestige of the

stations

that were built

Al bany Railroad and t henen who owned it.

The Boston and Al bany Railroad comi ssioned
of their time - HH Richardson and F.1j.
Al though al | three of theremaining stations were part
that theNewton Highlands Station and t he Newton

Newt on.

granted t oRi chardson, i

tis believed

of a single

The railroad

(]
[l

t hebest architect and | andscape architect
Onsted - todesign thetwelve stationsi n

commi Ssi on

+Centre Station and Baggage Express building were executed after Richardson's deathi n

1886 by hi s successor
known t o be by Richardson himself.

The best

The stations at Auburndal e and Chest nut
in March and April

materials

firm Shepley,

and wor kmanship were used i nt heconstruction

Hi |l

tecture and | andscape architecture.

Rutan and Coolidge. Only t heW.odl and Stationi s

of these buildings.
were published by Garden and Forest Magazi ne
of 1889 as t hebest Anmerican exanples of t heconbination of archi-

For many years commuter trains that operated fromtheNewton railroad stations provided

access

i nand out of downtown Boston.

The VPA inprovenent

of Route 9 and t he construc-

tion of an interstate highway system around and into Boston increased use of t heauto-
mobile for transportation.

Hi ghl ands Branch was taken over by t heMassachusetts Bay Transportation
line was electrified for the MBTA system and nost of thestations torn down i n 1958
lots.

The

to make way for parking

Wodl and remai n.

The railroad suffered heavily and i n 1958 service on the

Aut hority.

Only thestations at Newton Centre, Newton Highlands and
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