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The Woodland, Newton Centre, and Newton Highlands Railroad Stations are the three remain­
ing stations of the o r i g i n a l twelve designed by the o f f i c e of Henry Hobson Richardson 
for the Boston and Albany Railroad. The stations are located along the tracks of the 
present Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority system. The Newton Centre and Newton 
Highlands Stations are separated by about 1/3 mile of track, and the Newton Highlands 
and Woodland Stations by 1 1/4 miles of track. 

J The smallest of the three stations i s the Woodland Station, which i s the only one known 
to be a Richardson o r i g i n a l . Typical of the works of Richardson, the building i s con­
structed of rough cut stone. A steeply pitched hip roof hangs low over the one-story 
building. A stone chimney pierces the slate roof which i s also topped with copper flash-^ 
ing and ornamentation. A porte-cochere extends at a r i g h t angle to the northwest side of 
the station. The porte-cochere and other openings on the building have been boarded up 
and a section of the north wall has been removed and a door i n s t a l l e d . Since the 1950's 
the building has been used as a storage shed by the Woodlawn Golf Club, although preser­
vation and alternative uses are now being considered. 

The Newton Highlands Station i s t y p i c a l of the langer stations b u i l t by Richardson. The 
same stone and large overhanging slate roof are present with the addition of a covered 
platform on the track side that was added when the tracks were lowered i n 1906. On 
the street side a dormer projects from the center of the hip roof and i t s outline i s ar­
t i c u l a t e d i n dark brownstone as are those of other windows throughout. Instead of a 
porte-cochere, the deep eaves supported by wooden braces provide protection from the ele­
ments . The i n t e r i o r woodwork of the large waiting room has been preserved even though 
t h i s building i s now being used by an auto part d i s t r i b u t o r . 

The Newton Centre Station i s similar to the Newton Highlands Station with the addition 
of a covered platform on the track side of the building. The covering for the platform 
was attached to the station when the tracks were lowered i n 1906. The roof i s massive 
and broad, and hangs low over the building, providing symbolic as wel l as actual shelter 
for waiting passengers. On both the track side and the street side there are two low 
arched dormers which project from the roof. A stone chimney rises between the two dormers 
on the street side. The hip roof flares at i t s ends, producing deep eaves which are 
supported by wooden braces. The building i t s e l f i s simple and compact with the only 
decoration being horizontal banding i n dark stone. The i n t e r i o r i s basically i n t a c t . 

Next to the station i s the Newton Centre Baggage and Express building which r e f l e c t s i t s 
neighbor i n style and materials. This small building i s square and has a hip roof. 
Originally the baggage master's house was at street level and the storage area was at 
the lower track l e v e l . The Baggage and Express building i s currently occupied by a t a x i 
company. The station i s used to shelter MBTA passengers on track side and inside as an 
of f i c e for the Lacy Sales I n s t i t u t e . ' • 

The o r i g i n a l Olmsted landscaping surrounding each of the stations no longer survives. 
Future preservation and adaptive reuse plans are being considered for the three remain-

i n g stations. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Newton Centre Railroad Station, Newton Highlands Railroad Station and Woodland Sta­
t i o n are s i g n i f i c a n t as the three remaining stations i n Newton which were part of the 
o r i g i n a l twelve designed by Henry Hobson Richardson. The construction of the Highlands 
Branch of the Boston and Albany Railroad provided the needed transportation that allowed 
a large section of Newton to develop as a suburban community of Boston. The r a i l r o a d 
stations that were b u i l t at each stop were monuments to the wealth and prestige of the 
Albany Railroad and the men who owned i t . , • . 

The Boston and Albany Railroad commissioned the best architect and landscape architect 
of t h e i r time - H.H. Richardson and F.Ij. Olmsted - to design the twelve stations i n 
Newton. Although a l l three of the remaining stations were part of a single commission 
granted to Richardson, i t i s believed that the Newton Highlands Station and the Newton 
•Centre Station and Baggage Express building were executed af t e r Richardson's death i n 
1886 by his successor f i r m Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge. Only the Woodland Station i s 
known to be by Richardson himself. -

The best materials and workmanship were used i n the construction of these buildings. 
The stations at Auburndale and Chestnut H i l l were published by Garden and Forest Magazine 
in March and A p r i l of 1889 as the best American examples of the combination of archi­
tecture and landscape architecture. 

For many years commuter t r a i n s that operated from the Newton r a i l r o a d stations provided 
access i n and out of downtown Boston. The WPA improvement of Route 9 and the construc­
t i o n of an in t e r s t a t e highway system around and into Boston increased use of the auto­
mobile for transportation. The r a i l r o a d suffered heavily and i n 1958 service on the 
Highlands Branch was taken over by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. 
The l i n e was e l e c t r i f i e d for the MBTA system, and most of the stations torn down i n 1958 
to make way for parking l o t s . Only the stations at Newton Centre, Newton Highlands and 
Woodland remain. 
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1̂  !l 4̂ .0/ 

»•. 
ARCHEOLOGIST 

11 
OTHER 

Inventory 

Review 

(1%UA. ^ L . TW* a.*VKcr C^b^N REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

K E E P E R 

G 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry 7•-6-'76 Re-submit 

Entered ^ \̂}^ 3 1976 

I N T :2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 





























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASfiArmragrrs 

Date Entered JUN 3 ^^^^ 

Name ... k Location 

Wing Fort Botts* 

Hbodland, Ncirton Higjilaiidf̂  
N«irtoa Ctt&tre Ballxoad 
Stations 

l i full ill It Gouaty 

Mcwtou 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Han. Edvard W. Brook* 
Hon. Gerry £. Studda 
Eon. Bobert F. Drlnan 

ftata Siatorle fvMertatloa Offlear 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Aaadon 
Encutlvtt !)lrector, Masaaehusatta 

Blatorlcal Coraslaslon 
ee: Regional Director, . 294 Washington Street 

North Atlantic Region Boaton, Massachusetta 02108 , ̂  » 

'PR:MMbtt:cam:6/3/76 1 . 
INTi 29S0-7S 



Reviewer INITIALS: fTTlTL 

W6 
^^NR Data Sheet 

( m ) EXDE 

NAME AS IT J^PEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTEB 

OTHER KA>'£;^i^ci»«L I o - ( k e n , 

L O C A T I o S : ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ C c v . t ^ « y f * f , ' p v , , v ^ ^ O c ^ V f . * - - ^ ^^.'^^^ 

STREET & NUM8 

CITY.<gv»l5 CONGBtbblONAL DISTRICT ^J^L. 

^ o j k > r i VICINITY OF ~ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) 

PRIVATE STATEy LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLEl^trTATLANTIC ~> MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTHl'IEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VffiST PACIFIC NORTHITEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR 
Subs tan t i a l ly i n t a c t - 1 

A unknown - 4 
_ not appl icable - 7 

^ I n t e r i o 

EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 
^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 

unknown .-5 
_ . n o t appl icable - 8 

_ Subs t an t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 
...unknown -6 
.Not appl i cable-9 

e x t g r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

CONDITION-

A C C E S S -

EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

CS.DETERIOHATED —UNALTERED 

iLvLTERED 
-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

Y 
_ R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

—Unexcavato'l 

ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

Yes-restricte' L c t e ^ 

historic district*? 

Yes-unrestricted No access 

YES ^ 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

UnknowiK^ 
) 
/ 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES Saved ? YES NO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (use vbcabulary words) ,. 

• then-All ujafd Ik sl-ttih(jv\j 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

Qu.sA'A b*̂  ouuto :̂a.)fU CO. 

1 / 

\ 

ARCHEOLOUY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

RCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A w / C ^ O v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

-LITERATURE 

—MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—MUSIC y ' 

—PHILOSOPHY '^.TRANSPORTATION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation 
— s e t t l e m e n t 
_ s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
urban & commun 

planning 

first'-' YES NO "oldest '- ' YES NO ''only'-' YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.' f.Mdm^.rs W « ^ q u 4 e > ' J ^ ^ ^ ^ o B ^ ' ' ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ 
06wmitsi(!Yiod/Richardson, bui- hifS.̂ e(L 4>af V̂ is 5ucc<ii5or ( ' f fn -Zbtp(<u . 

architecV^m.builder: ^af.n. nr l̂ O.M^dy u«jrc engineer- ^ T " ^ 

'^5"F^^Q ?N artist/artisan: tandscap^garden desi 
interior deedr^iw*-^Orrn- jed. 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

t/a 

bui Ider/contractor: 

NAMES; 
( l abe l ro le 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

D A T E S ; 

S O U R C E ; 

institutional Sosim Of^flL /llbcmy I^Ailroad. LUi^h\ar\As'Bfouricix) 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ^ ^ j P ^ ' ^ ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: HO(i irflOCaA iruMAjdl I^^JbOkn Cw^Ht- ^SSTU 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): i 

in UU. uunHi yuiay\ ou4dr bu "MPii^ l^ou 'ffo^'5p, AuHmiH ' 

(OF NOMINATION) 

OTHER 

PRIVATE ( STATE j 

FEDERAL AGENCY: 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

A C R E A G E ; ( to nearest t en th o f an acre) 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural informat ion here) 

U3oo(\ 

M i l ./* I'M! . r..4»ravitnium two sentences) „ [IFICANCE:t4; timum two sentences) „ 

^ .̂.̂ ©A^ba.̂  £ J L ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^^^^ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ . 



r«rta*ih ifwrr sa>»mi 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! inf ^ K»cV\()»di«<Mfti\ t#vy\ftwiqu4. eltmt/»̂ 4 * "^^Sju/.^toW 

•builder: Misn^jMMoliA^- UKXt engineer* 
Osmmit 

architecy'm.bu 

Q a n ^ ^ ^ ^ i j d e n d 

interior" decorator: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

artist/artisan: 

bui Ider/contractor; 
3 ,t 

NAMES; 
( l abe l r o l e 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

D A T E S ; 

institutional CoSi/n OfwL AlbiWy iUiUcoA. 1 W»3h fond̂  ^rtLfvb^ 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specif ic date or 1/4 of century) : f^f^JJ^.^ i h t ^ a V i i s . I T t S " 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: RtXi iffttKA) IfUMAjdL l \JbOkn CtAHfi,- t S J U 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

in uy. uunHi V*Jiav\ ou*r bv̂  i^Ass. fioi^ Tfon-sp. AuH-.r-iiu 

S O U R C E . (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( STATE 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY 

• ACREAGE; 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S * (include architectural information here) 


