INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Montana
COUNTY:

Ravalli

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

C OMMON:

Fort Owen S&aie Monumsnt

AND/OR HISTORIC:

iginal "S

S Ll
T e 0
Sl NN

STREET AND NUMBER:

[ Museum

TON R20W, Section 22 (NWY% of SE%) . peGISTE " |
CITY OR TOWN: AN
. . . <) o < K\Q
Approximately 1/2 mile NW of Stevensville ST
STATE CODE COUNTY: A\ IIJH/ CODE
Montana 25 Ravalli 081
CATEGORY ] ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STAT
(Check One) us TO THE PUBLIC
[ District ] Building Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ site X Structure | Private O In Process [ Unoccupied (0 Restricted
] Object ] Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work B Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Agricultural 7] Government [ Park (1 Transportation (] Comments
] Commercial {0 Industrial {T] Private Residence K1 Other (Specify)
Educational Military [ Religious Hist. Bldg.
(] Entertainment Scientific

H w
—
State of Montana =z ]
STREET AND NUMBER: o] m
. . . (=]
Mitchell Building ot
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CoDE g
Helena Montana 25 |@
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC a
. [o]
Ravalli County Court House 9 ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: < -
o =
|—l
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope |H
'—J-
Hamilton ~
TITLE OF SURVEY -\~ m
O b4
State Inventory and HABS Ry [3] 0
DATE OF SURVEY: GSept,, 1968 ] Federal State [ County [] Local C ; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ‘0\ g z
)
. o
State Fish. and Game Department o |mlc
STREET AND NUMBER: - || @
. oo -~ |o
Mitchell Ruilding z
CITY OR TOWN: d STATE: CODE _'_<
Helena Montana 25 ﬁlE
-~ |7
~J m




(Check One)
[] Excellent Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [ Ruins [[] Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered O Unaltered ] Moved & Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A sketch of the fort done in 1853 revealed a log stockade con-
taining several buildings with several log buildings in the
vicinity. of the fort.

Construction of the fort in its final form began in earnest in
1857, with adobe bricks replacing the original logs. By 1860
the root cellar was completed as was a well house; then the
gates on the north and south sides of the fort were hung.

In the 1880s the construction of a highway into Stevensville
destroyed the north wall and gate, and in 1889 a severe wind-
storm ripped off a roof and further damaged the buildings. 1In
the early 1900s the bastions were removed and in 1912 the
unoccupied west barracks were leveled.

Only the east wing of the fort remains today. This includes
the previous llvlng quarters, bedroom, office, and library
of Major Owen in addition to dormitory rooms. Archeologlcal
ifivestigations have exposed the foundations for the fort's
walls and bastions.

As funds become available, state park authorities plan to

reconstruct the bastions, the walls, the south gate, and
the west barracks. A small museum is also planned.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Owen was the site of the first successful farming opera-
tion 1n Montana and probably in the Rocky Mountains. Father
PlerreADe Smet and six companlons came to the area in 1841
and established St. Mary's Mission among the Flathead Indians.
They brought along with them oxen, wagons, carts and plows.

In the following year, the Jesuits planted a garden near the
Mission which produced some vegetables and wheat. In 1846,
St. Mary's Mission farm is reported to have produced 7,000
bushels of wheat, between 4,000 and 5,000 bushels of potatoes,
and various kinds of vegetables. The stock consisted of 40
head of cattle, horses, and other animals.

This site appears to be Montana's oldest continuously occupied
settlement. When Major (non—military title) John Owen arrived
in the Bitterroot Valley in 1850, he_purchased the grounds and
built an adobe trading fort. T:ade at the post, mostly with
westbound immigrants, was threatened in the mid-1850s by con-
stant harassment from Blackfeet Indians, but flourished again
when gold was discovered in the surrounding areas. The town of
Stevensville grew around the fort and trading post, but was
replaced as a center of commerce in 1865 by Hellgate (now
Missoula).

At Fort Owen was the site of the first sawmill, flour mill,
cattle herd, irrigation and public school in Montana.

Fort Owen became a state monument in 1956. Measured drawings,
photographic coverage and historical and architectural evalu-
ations are recorded in the HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY.




Rolle, Andrew F.,

Dunbar, Seymour and Phillips, Paul C., THE JOURNALS AND LETTERS
OF MAJOR JOHN OWEN
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

"Italians in the West", MONTANA MAGAZINE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ¢
i iy t . L .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been ’
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set rf—m a 7 &/
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended //{/ /04 /
v ’ Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser tion T~
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FORT OVEN -~ A CHRU.OLOGY

Carling Malouf and William Smurr
Montana State University

Fort Cuwen had its beginning in 1850 wvhen the Jesuit missionaries
at St. Mury's abandoned their project and sold thé Mission property to
John Uwen. Brieflyv, the secuence of cvents in the construction and
subsecuent destruction of the fort was as follows:

1841

St. Mary's Mission was founded by Father  ean DeSmet on a vlot
of land now located about one-half & mile west of the ruins of Fort
Owene .his location vias a few hundred yards northeast of the present
Bitterroot River overflow channel bridge on the road to Ltevensville.
‘he original mission wos constructed of cottonwood logs and there are
no longer any surfoce remains to identify its location. An old highway
built into Stevensville during the 188('s cut through the graverurd
which one ndjoined the old mission, thus revealins the grourds uhere
the iiission once stood. ‘this old highway bed wes levelled in 1956 ond
the remains of the mission probably lie buricd beneath some si: feet of
overburden. l'esides the : ission there were suall {lour ¢nd saw n:ills,
ond o feu cabins built itenrby. Burnl Creek unich flous into the
Litterroot iliver from the cost, was diverted to provide o stream of
vurter for opersbting the mills, for gardens and for donestic use. This
streann still flous through the Mefinley Runch about sixty yirds north
of the rcniuins of Tort Owen.

1850

The Jesuils decided to abindon Lt. iarv's itission, and John
CUwen purchased the land and imrovements for the sum of +250. ‘the
Bill of Sale, signed by Father Giorde, wus dated Novewber £, 1850.
Fort Uwen, thus, becume a truding esbublish.ent nued «fter ibs ouner.
Never did it serve as an official wilitarr post.

1852

Freparations began for the construction of the fort in its final
forri. Work in earnest, houever, did not berin urtil 1857. Major John
wien (thet uns his unofficial title) first constructed o suull
palisaded fort which contoined two or phree i:ternol @uil%i?gs.

Cabins, #s ucll os the original mission property qontlnueu to be’?sc§.
he fort itself uos corstructed & feu hurdred yurds cast of the mission
grounds vhere the elevation is slightly higher. ot least.pvrt o? th
finel cdobe well of the fort wus built clongside tie earlier palis:des.,
About eight vears vere recuired to coirlete tie structure. _Here ure
sane extracts from Uwen's Journal reloting to the vork on the fort:
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(functuation nnd ca-italization retoined as in the original journals,.

Arril 8, 1852 "fencing adobe yard”
April 20, 21, 1872 "fixing adobe yard"

vnese references are to the field where the adobe bricks uwere nade.
-he yard was located just soulh of the present road to Stevensville.
Un the side opposite from the rauwains of lort Uwen. Indeed, prri of
the rord itself crosses vhe rard. “he adobe blocks vere niolded in
nooden boxes, nnd btien they were sun dried und Luauled to the sile of
the fort. lleferences to the fort construction continue: .

April 21, 1872  "Duilding ..all"®
April 25, 18,2  "Lui'ding well and covering shed
Erianuel nio'ting o dobes.!

In this v
ceses it
those who nl

in R other remari-s are entered in the Journals. In uany
s_pic! 8ible to nume the individu:ls who made iLhe :dobes, nd
#cd them in vthe valls of the fort.

e
i

n soumnill ues erected for the pur. ose of wi'iing boards and roof
tiabers. Loser o grist nill s olso erected.

Durins the 1850's therc uvcre : few raids by bBlacikfool Indi:ns
vho sought to steal horses from the fort. Iesides some property loss
:nd dunugrs o few human lives were lost. kvidently John Uuen used
the graverard at St. .ary's for the disiosition of the deud.

1857

1ark on the fort preogressed in eurnest beginning this yeur.
ixanrlss of entries are thus:

june 2, 1857  "coumaenced loring ups the foundationd”
June 6, 1857 " 'he foundation osbout dorie except leveling."

June 17, 1857 “laring up adobes Lomprey finished found:tion
for the Louth i.est " astion which I irtend
erncting 14 feet scuare out to oubt with tuo

11 pivirg me o ten foot roor in: the cloor.?

siciler bostion wes built shortly oftervwirds on the southeust corner
»f bhe fort. .lthough John Uuen intended simil:r structures oi: the
aorthern corners of the fort they uwere never completed. lowever, on
July 8, 1857, he reportod "workings lLoday in digging trench for
rorthern fourdation agnin.” The foundnti r wos mnde by digging a
trench about tirece feet scross -nd bout 10 ircies dee;. .hen it u-s
filled vith stones und scind. ndobe bricks viere Lhen 1. id on the sitone
fouridations. itossible the fowidation eitended slisrhilyr hove the
crourd level in order Lo 'teep thie Lolsture sbsorting odobe briczs fronm
conbaetings tie soil,



~3=-
1660

“his reur the root cellur wes compleied. ..r i:dggins
built » well house, » flig staff wus roised, «nd the gotes on
the south ond rorth sides of the fort vere hung. In earlier
doys the south side had the umain gute. ..fter .ajor Uien left
the fort, however, the north g te beeime the mein entrarceuay.
In 1957 o party of archueologists from ..ontsna btate university
fourd «# metal piece from this south muin gale vhich revealed the
ranner in vhich the gute had been hung = o detuil ii.ich heretofore
h:d been lost in history.

1866

ater frai nelting snow ran dovn the slope on the north side
of the fort and c:iused part of the wrll to collupse. In September
of 1866 the w:1l was repaired. .n ice house vith a cupacity of
1600 cubic feet wes caunleted. Sawdust fra. the suviill rrovided
its insulation. Uncuestionably, ..ajor Owen liked his "drin'is".
btresently, hovevcr, scholars do not ''now the location of this ice house.
In faet, it is not even known whether it was outside or inside the
fort valls.

1867

ihis resr a yump was installed in the well. trecuent reruirs
vere neccss:ry during subseruent venrs. vhe punr vhich con now be
observed in the ;laza of the fort was not installed w.til shout 1906.

1772

wnjor Uuen suffer:d o nentol bren:dovn und s talen to 2
hospital ir Helena, ortan:. In 1877 he wss token to his rel:tives
in cennsvlsonia vhere, in 1889, he died. Since he ws in debt to
i.e Jo .cCor .ict tihe nro orty rev rted to his ourer:hiv, Lhercofter
the buildings tcre oceupicd by e lovees und renters and relctively
litile effort wns made to 'reep the buildings in repair. uwr,
iicComick himself was !illed, howiever, vhen he wus bloun off the roof
of the west barr:cks during a violernt windstoru wiiicl cu.e in fraua
the southuest. lie had been standirg on the roef while eplorees
handed rocks up to hom in an effort to hold doun the roof. u stroug
cust. of vind hurled m:: ond roof into the rleza and liere the ti.bers
crushed hom to death. %his was ulso in 1869 -~ the s me poear thet
. ajor Oven d;ed,

\' ’
1876

“he wunlls of the fort were repoired in hnste this vear by
1oeal famers and ranchers who reiired uere in fear of uirring
‘oz corce Indinns. “he colunn of Indisns ictunlly passed uithin
20 w-piig of the fort uith Chief Joserh in the lead coyryving o uhittc
flar. fie ves folloued by urrriors, nnd ticri cane to.on ard ehildren.
voe Indinns remained briefly at the fort to purchase flour.
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Soumetines after Mr. i.cComiick vas "illed tho fort property was
obtained b six . ay b-others who uged it as o cattle ranch. Still later
the propertyr tas leased, at least in part, to i.r. l.oore and his fanilly
viho occupied the eust barracks. It is prinarily for this rvason the
ti.e eagtﬁl\mrracks renains standing today for the unoccupied Luildiigs
soon deteriorated und fell into decay. Earlr in the 1900's, possibly
before 1906, the bastions and the uuain front gate vere gone. In 1912
« P, Coorge ..oy, then a youny boy, wus directed by his fatlier to level
syt reunined of the roof und walls of the west barrucks. .ur. iy
enys thut he used a team of horses and logging chains to pull dom the
romnins, and that the refuse wes pulled inwnrd, into the plaza.

‘‘gsts pits here in 1957 revenled old timbers are still bencath the ground
heye.

1937

One acre of property surrounding Fort Uwen was purchascd by a
mwell groun of historic minded citisens for the purpose of establishing
on historic site. .mong t is group was Dr. Paul C. Phillips und
.. Charlie Buck vho finally doncted the lund to the State of .ontana
for n State .lonwient. During the 1930's this sume group succeeded in
roising enouch money to partially restore the enst barracks.

1956

Fort Owen w:s nccepted by the State of .iontuna as a State tark.
It is adninistrated by the Stnte tarks Division, a part of the ,.ontana
lghuny Commission. Strong local coordinction is given towurd the ;roject
by verious historical ::nd civic groups in the Bitterroot Valley.

- 1957

srohaeologists from [ ontana Strete University, under Carling
linlouf, und historians under the dircction of Willimm Suurr commence
studies of Fort Owen. The archneologistes excavated the exterior
foundati ns of the fort to determine its extent and location. Such
excnvation are very necessnry before actual reconstructi:n can commence.
Tn 1958 similar viork will be conducted to ascertain interior features,
purticularly roas outlines and outbuildings. Hundreds of specirniens
in the 1957 excavotions ure boing rrepur d for display in a future
museun in the fort. :

Success of the progran will depend entirely on the response of
the ..ontena State lerislnture, ond on the »bility of local drives to
obtain adcrunte funds for the restorstion of Fort Uwen. lort Gien,
1t must be remasbered, is not only an historic site in its owm right,
but it olso includes the grounds of Lhe original Lt. wary's ..ission -
the first Indiaon mission in the korthwest.
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