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The Colonel E. P. Farr House was originally a single family house when constructed 
in 19Q4 and was divided into multiple units in 1946, The architect was E. J 
Donahue of St. Paul, Minnesota. The house is a frame structure covered with narrow 
horizontal boarding. It is a two-story cube with projecting bays on each side 
and a slightly smaller two-story service wing to the rear. The principal facade 
is divided into three bays. The central bay projects beyond the front wall plane 
and its pediment is raised above the main cornice. Both the second and third 
stories of the central bay have Palladian windows. The floor plan is adapted 
from the Georgian central.hall, double-pile plan, A trunpated hijx roof^covers 
the main block of the house apd the flat central section of the hip is surrounded 
by a balustrade. ; There is a second, 9(1 imney in £he, center of"tfie rear' wing. ' The 
principal facade has a porch which crosses the entire length'and is supported 
by Ionic columns. A rear porch has been removed. Ornament is focused on the 
front facade. The Ionic columns of the porch repeat the two-story ionic pi­ 
lasters on the front corners and two^and-one-half story pilasters on the central 
bay. Above the pilasters is an architrave decorated with dentils and a projecting 
cornice supported by modillions. The interior is still in good condition, and 
includes the original oak woodwork and a three-foot high hand-painted mural by 
Y. Edward Soderberg, which forms a frieze in the dining room. The living room 
has a fireplace fronted with "Rose Quartz Glass Tile" and the dining room has 
an oak mantel with a bevel-edged plated glass mirror"overmantel and, across the 
room, a built-in china cabinet of oak with leaded bevel-edged glass in the 
doors. Another feature of the house are the original electric fixtures in the 
main rooms of the first floor. Alterations were made when the second story was 
converted to apartments in 1946, but the interiors of the principal rooms have 
been carefully preserved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Farr House is significant in the area of architecture and politics, and is an 
example of the Georgian Revival as it appeared in South Dakota, this style became 
popular in the first years of the 'twentieth, century and was inspired by the frame 
Georgian houses of New England, The Farr House was one of the only houses of this 
style built in Pierre and is distinguished by the quality of workmanship through­ 
out. The house is also significant for its historical associations. Colonel Farr 
was a Civil War veteran and came to Pierre to assume the Vice-Presidency of the 
National Bank of Commerce, His wife, Dr e Mary Noyes-Farr was a pioneer physician 
and was the first women doctor in Pierre, The house was one of the capital's 
leading social centers during its early years. The house is also significant as 
the home of Governor Peter Norbeck from 1917 to 1921. Following the tenancy by 
the Norbecks, the house served as the residence of'Governor Gunderson for a 
brief period.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The lot lines of the property form the boundaries of 
the site. The lots include the west 28,5 feet of Lot 4, all of Lots 5 and 6, the 
east 2'feet of Lot 7'of'Block 1 of the Hilgers Addition to the City of Pierre.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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