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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Davis County Courthouse is a two story stone-faced building 
with mansard. It is the central focus of the town square area 
in Bloomfield. Its dimensions are approximately 97 feet by 87 
feet with 16 inch brick walls (faced in Bedford stone), a four- 
foot thick foundation, and 42 rooms with 20-foot ceilings.

Prominent features on the exterior are the graduated rectangul; 
plan, the tall bell tower with four-faced clock and life-size 
statue, roof cresting and roof brackets and the Bedford stone 
strimmed windows. The bell in the tower- is original and was 
made in Troy, by the Kimberly Bell Worlcs in 1876. The Seth 
Thomas Clock, too, shows the date 1876 and still works. The 
blind goddess figure carries a scale in one hand and sword in 
the other. Steel tie-rods were inserted into the bell tower 
in the 1940's to stabilize the wood and copper-coated tin 
structure.

All windows have original wood sashes and frames. The origina 
tin roof has been covered by a mixture of tar and pea gravel. 
Shingles of the mansard are metal soldered at the seams.

The courthouse is entered on the east and west by a flight of 
stone steps. The central vestibule inside is ten feet wide 
and is the main access to side offices. At the east end of the 
vestibule is the open stairway leading to the second floor whei 
the courtroom (45'x60 ! ), with original walnut seats and benches 
if found.

Interior walls are plastered and have" little decoration. The 
walls on the exterior were recently sandblasted.

No additions or renovations on exterior or interior have been 
made.

"Instead of projecting corner pavilions this plan is a Greek 
cross with a projecting pavilion centered at each side. The material is 
cut limestone. Although a mansard roof may be simply defined as a roof 
with a steep lower slope and a more level upper slope, this definition 
fails to mention the secondary cornice which usually caps the wall-like 
lower sloptand conceals the upper. It was customary in the 1870's to 
place a railing of cast iron lace atop this cornice, a detail which is 
completely intact at Bloomfield. A central tower has a mansard roof 
which would be pyramidal were not a railed platform for the statue of 
"Justice" created by the secondary cornice overhang. The clock faces 
are in round arched, strongly projecting dormers." A

"Paul Goeldfer"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1877 the Davis County Courthouse replaced a log structure 
in the Bloomfield Town Square. The people of Bloomfield had, 
on the 13th day of May 1872, at an election then held, 
authorized the use of the square for the site of a county 
courthouse. In 1875 at the general election authorization 
was given to build a courthouse at a cost not to exceed 
$50,000. Several previous elections had defeated the issue.

In November 1876 the ground in the centar of the square was 
cleared off. The plans of T. J. Tolan^and Sons, architects, 
were adopted; the contract to Larkw^rfhy and Menke of Quincy, 
Illinois for stone was let. John Lane was appointed local 
superintendent of the work. The amount was $45,201.00. The 
cornerstone was laid in 1877/7

The heating contract in 1878 for steam heat was awarded to 
the Haxton Steam Heater Co., Kewannee, Illinois for $2,675.00

^ ...........
To quote an old "History of Davis County". "This building is 
one the people can look upon with pride, as a fitting emblem 
of their prosperity." It is still an object of pride. 
Countless tourists passing through Bloomfield stop to take 
pictures of its unique architecture. It has been the sub­ 
ject of several artists, one the Late George Shane of the 
Des Moines "Register" staff. It has appeared in newspaper 
articles as far away as Oklahoma City as a subject of unique 
rural architecture. Only one other like it is said to ex^t 
in New England. It is an excellent example of Victorian*' 
architecture with French influence, similar to the Hubbell 
Mansion of Des Moines, which has been purchased by the State 
of Iowa.

It long has been the hub of county activities from band 
concerts, scrap metal drives for World War II, barbecues, 
civic rallies, etc.

"It is unlikely that any firm was more successful in the design of 
courthouses in the Second Empire style than T. J. To!an and Sons of 
Fort Wayne...The Tolans next apoear at the Davis County Courthouse in 
Bloomfield, Iowa, (1877-1878). " "Paul Goelder"



"History of Davis County, Iowa", Press of Mills 
1882, pages 432, 433, 434, 435

Kincart, Jim, HABSI form, Ames, Iowa State Unive- 
1968

Excerpt from Paul Goeldner's Temples of Justi ce, unpublis
Columbia University, 1970.
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