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ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

D No

COMMON:

Bi11ings Chamber of Commerce Building
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

______303 North 27th
CITY OR TOWN:

______Billings (Congressional District 2)
STATE

Montana 30

COUNTY:

____Yellowstone

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

n District (X| Building

D Site Q Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

j | Being Considered

I | Occupied 

[X] Unoccupied 

Q Preservation work 

in progress

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural

| | Commercial

I | Educational

| | Entertainment

| | Government

| | Industrial

[ | Military

I| Museum

D Park

[ | Private Residence

Q] Religious

n Scientific

[~l Transportation 

|X] Other (Specify)

unoccupied

OWNER'S NAME:

Executive Investors
STREET AND NUMBER:

______10 North Broadway
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Montana 30

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Yellowstone County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Billings Montana 30

Tl tl_E OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: JUne 1969 Fede State | | County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
STREET AND NUMBER: CO

CITY OR TOWN:

______Washington D. C, 11



CONDITION
Excellent Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered !ED Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved §3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is of the Italian Renaissance Revival style and was 
designed by the architect G.JtfcAJi~s'ter7~"itf is'jHree'.'.ltories"Tiigh and 
is of brick bearing wall construetiorfhaving been built by Gagnon and 
Company~~in 19iT. ; Sandstone excavated from the Heffner quarry is used 
for the foundation. The .ervtry is_decorated by a round stone arch which 
springs from a stone pedestal, supported by ornate scroll-like brackets. 
Dominating the front facade are the giant order columns and the Renaissance 
roof cornice and balcony.

On the interior the bar unit included leaded, stained glass windows, 
beer steins, walnut paneling, and a bar inlaid with bands of ebony and 
mother-of-pearl. The building also boasted murals and interior designs 
painted by E. Soderberg and a $1000 tapestry presented by Odin J. Oyen, 
contractor for paintings and tapestry. The'interior still contains many 
of these original furnishings; even the brass door knobs with the head 
of an elk embossed on them remain.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

D Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17tr> Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (If Applicable and Known) 1911

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I I Prehistoric

O Historic 

PI Agriculture 

I&] Architecture 

D Art 

[ | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

| | Conservation

[ | Education

[~~| Engineering

[ | Industry

Q] Invention

[| Landscape

	Architecture 

Q Literature

n Military 

Music

n Political

n Religion/Phi 

losophy

|| Science

[ | Sculpture

[~1 Social/Human 

itarian

[~1 Theater

[ | Transportation

PI Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)
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This building was originally planned by J. Collins West, then 
Exalted Ruler of Lodge 394 of the Elks Club* Its bar and some fix 
tures were bought at the St. Louis Exposition of 1904, celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase. Some Billings Elks 
who were there had them shipped to Billings and stored until the 
building was completed.

The dedication celebration of the Elks Club was in 1910 and lasted 
for three days. It included a formal lodge dedication, balls, reception, 
auto tours, and street decorations. Some 5000 people were invited to 
this celebration. In November of 1918, the Elks were forced to give up 
the building due to various accumulated debts. After the consolidation 
of the Billings Chamber of Commerce and the Billings-Midland Club, the 
new organization was able to purchase the building, property, and contents 
Bonds were sold to help pay for the buildings, and it wasn't until 1946 
that these were repaid. It is interesting to note that the third floor 
was rented to the War Agency during World War II.



Billings Gazette, Nov. 28, 1918, Dec. 11, 1918, Jul. 27 1910 
Feb. 20, 1966;

& 
Billings Commercial Club Board Minutes; Interview H RnH, p r*
Chamber of Commerce.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '

————————— ————————————————————————— ————————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NE ° °
c p '. 1 O 9 n • • -, : O : ) i ; , 4 n o t -.-.....

SW o . . o

and

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
„ OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

45° 47- 5.3- 108°^' 30 '- 1 18.9"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ]_ QCTQ

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY ^*>^~~~~

STATE: CODE COUNTY: /. % ./^

A' o»
STATE: CODE COUNTY: /|O fT"^ *&*

- ^ rf

STATE: CODE COUNTY: I—- ^j* U-J fy^ •. LJ_J

NAME AND Tl TLE: ^ /> ,
Norman Guyaz , Assistant Planner & Project Administrator ^-^_

ORGANIZATION DATE

Montana Fish & Game Department .= •., . : January 6,
STREET AND NUMBER:

Mitchell Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Helena

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [H State 23 Local Q

Name ^•^£•1^ ̂ ^^^^^^S^ffS^mi^^
Wesley R. Woodgerd 

Title State Liaison Officer

"Date January 7, 1972

STA TE

Montanfl

CODE

CODEN

' ^* ci
^ co^gkvl

^r ^ Vfi^ililll_^-<^

1972

CODE

^n

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

)? J /? //} 1 A

t/LfdW I LL ( ^AMltt I "U
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PrfzsetvatTor^

^'flflj 2 Q 7Q>o 
Bate '3/£

ATTEST:
/I *^ *s

Keeper of The National Register// "*
JAN 18 1972 I/
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

iA
COMMON: RlUJngS Chflmhp.r Of Rm' IfH ng
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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D
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ill
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STREET AND NUM BER:

303 North 27th
CITY OR TOWN:

Billings (Congressional District 2)
STATE:

Montana 30

COUNTY:

Ye Hows tone
liiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

SOURCE:

U. S. G. S. Billings West, Montana
SCALE: 1:24000
DATE: 1957, Photo revised 1969

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


