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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

4 large tree and several tombstones in the family burial plot almost
alone today mark the location of the James N. Trahern home, in the com-
munity of lLatham in western LeFlore County. The home served as official
station for the Butterfield Overland Meil from_ 1858 to 1861l. 4after the
war the Traherns lived there and opersted a_store until the early 1880s.
Little or nothing is known of the original house/station, although it
can be assumed that it was a traditional log structure, probably a double
cabin with protected dog-trot and sharply pitched roof sloping down over
a full-width front porch and (likely es not) back gallery. It has long
since disappeered and the area, but for that covered by tombstones, is
now a cultivated field.

The Musholatubbee district Council House, which lent importance to
the area, once stood a hundred yards or so north of the Trahern house,
and across the Butterfield stage road. It is presumed to have been a
large well-built log structure, but it too has disappesred now. &ll that
remains is nearby Council House Spring, which still flows abundantly.

The Trehern family cemetery was immediately to the east of the home
site, and within the omne-acre station site for which National Register
protection is urged with this nominstion. Although a large mound is
thought by some to represent the crave of Chief Musholatubbee (buried
with his horse, thereby accounting for its size), no marker can be found
as evidence. Best preserved stones are those of James N. Trshern, who
died in 1883, and of his wife Sarah, who died in 1873.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Trahern's Station -- sometimes referred to as Council House =--
was the second of twelve established by the Butterfield Overland leil
along its 192-mile-long southwesterly course across Indien Territory
from Fort Smith to Colbert's Ferry on Red River. As did most of these
stage stands, set up as rest stops for changing horses, servicing the
coaches and, perhaps coincidentally, refreshing the passengers them-
selves, Trahern's was soon able tc boast a store or two. The settle-
ment eventually became known as latham, and is still so designated on
some detailed maps. But the last store building collapsed into ruins
within the past ten years and Trahern's -- again like most of the
Butterfield stations across the southwest ~- has become a site of only
historic importance . . . & spring, a few tombstones to note the names
of those once prominent in the area, and enough scattered stones and
other rubble to indicate the location of now vanished houses and
buildings.

The station wes named for Judge James N. Trahern, at whose house
it was located. Trahern was born in 1818; he died Msrch 29, 1883,
He served for many years on the bench of the Supreme Court of the
Choctaw Nation. Fis wife Sarah was born in 1828; she died Dec. 28,
1872, The Trahern family, of mixed blood, was long prominent in
Choctaw Nation affairs and its descendands still live in this regione.

Butterfield service, initiated in late 1858, was terminated by
the Civil War. But the comrunity held its identity through the war
vears and the Trahern family returned after 1865, occupied it until the
1880s. From June 23, 1881, to Feb. 20, 1882, the post office here was
officially Opoosum, for nearby Opossum Creek, a tributary of the
better known Brazil Creek. (It is doubtful that embarrassment over
misspelling the word had anything whatsoever to do with termination of
the office after less than eicht months of life.) Latham, for U. S.
Commissioner Thomas B. latham, became the neme of the post office on
May 10, 1901; it lasted until Feb. 15, 1918,

Lending significance to the Trahern station srea was presence of
the o0ld "Council House" of the !fusholatubbee district. Tradition has
it that the first national council of the Choctaws, after their arrival
in Indian Territory (1830-1834), was held here, hence the name. Though
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No., 8 Significance
Trahern's Station

the building hes long since disappeared, it is believed from description
to have been a rather large, well-built log structure similar to the other
chiefs' houses erected throughout the Choctaw Nation under terms of the
removal treasty of 1830, The presumed site of the "Council House" is a
hundred yards or so north of the Trahern's Station site. 4 bit ferther

to the north is the walled Council House Spring, which still flows. The
Butterfield route ran between the stage station and the Musholatubbee
house and later mail routes sometimes gave "Council House" as name for the
station. Chief Musholatubbee is believed to be buried in the Trahern
burying ground, immediately to the east of the station site, although the
grave is unmarked.
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