


j 7 . DESCRIPTION 

(Chec* One) 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t g Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

CONDITION 
( C h e c k One) 

i E \ A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

f C h e c k One) 

• Moved Q O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house at 5 4 B r a t t l e Street i s a two-story, h i p -
roofed house o f the F e d e r a l p e r i o d . The o r i g i n a l 

• features of the five-bay facade remain: low eaves and 
narrow corner boards frame the facade; molded frames 
enclose the s i x over s i x sash; o r i g i n a l clapboards 
cover the surface. The h a l f - c i r c u l a r fan w i t h d e l i c a t e l y 
carved g l a z i n g bars and the p i l a s t e r s of the entrance 
are handsome features of the house. The bracketed 
hood over the entrance dates from a l a t e r p e r i o d (1875). 
Members which braced the brackets have been removed. 

I n s i d e , the two-room c e n t e r - h a l l plan i s s t i l l evident 
and the cramped three-run s t a i r c a s e remains. Most of 
the i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e s , however, have been a l t e r e d so 
t h a t the nineteenth century house could serve i t s 
t w e n t i e t h century f u n c t i o n s as"tea room" Cl920's) 
and restauant. More changes may need t o be made t o 
make the b u i l d i n g u s e f u l as an educational center. 

The s e t t i n g o f the b u i l d i n g i s as important as i t s 
Fede r a l - s t y l e f e a t u r e s . S i t u a t e d w i t h i t s side t o 
the s t r e e t , 54 B r a t t l e Street i s reminiscent o f a 

. series of such houses of the e a r l y nineteenth century 
b u i l t along B r a t t l e S t r e e t . The f r o n t and side yards 
f o r t u n a t e l y have been r e t a i n e d as a courtyard f o r 
outdoor d i n i n g ; the glass-wa:lled shop at 'the rear ' 
C19L46 , Kennedy £ Johnson) e f f e c t i v e l y encloses the 
c o u r t . . • . 

In-the past decade, the area around the Window Shop has 
been r a d i c a l l y transformed t o a dense commercial 
d i s t r i c t . The house at 54 B r a t t l e S t r e e t , assured 
of i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n because of i t s recent purchase • ' 
by the Cambridge Center f o r Adult Education, w i l l 
continue t o provide a welcome r e l i e f t o the dense 
development a t t h i s ex^^'^csSj-^attle Street 
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Preservation 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the house at 54 B r a t t l e Street i s 
i n i t s l i t e r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s . The house, b u i l t i n 1£QJ.^ 
was at one time the home o f Dexter P r a t t , the " V i l l a g e 
Smithy" o f Longfellow's well-"Kh6wh poem. Pj:'att bought 
the house from Torrey Hancock, another blacksmith, 
i^n 1827 . While the house i s not mentioned i n the poem, 
both the shop and the Chestnut t r e e , o r i g i n a l l y between 
the house and Story S t r e e t , have disappeared; the 
house at 54 B r a t t l e Street stands as the best reminder 
of Longfellow's hero. 

The house, a good example o f Fe d e r a l - s t y l e a r c h i t e c t u r e 
of the e a r l y nineteenth century, has a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e as w e l l . I t i s the only nineteenth century 
house l e f t on B r a t t l e Street.between H i l l i a r d Street 
and B r a t t l e Square, a s t r e t c h of road once l i n e d w i t h 
nineteenth century residences. Along w i t h the 
W i l l i a m B r a t t l e House a t 42 B r a t t l e Street (1727), 
the Dexter P r a t t House provides evidence o f an e a r l y 
Cambridge neighborhood i n an area p r e s e n t l y undergoing 
dense development. 

The house at 54 B r a t t l e S 
s i g n i f i c a n c e as w e l l . I n 
the Window Shop, I n c . , a 
t o a i d i n g European refuge 
p r o v i d i n g employment f o r 
goods and bakery t o r a i s e 
as a r e s t a u r a n t since the 
made extensive changes t o 
and added a new b u i l d i n g 
and bakery. The property 
and s o c i a l f u n c t i o n f o r o 

t r e e t has recent h i s t o r i c a l 
1946, i t was purchased by 

unique o r g a n i z a t i o n dedicated 
es during World War I I by 
them and s e l l i n g homemade 
funds. The house had served 
19 20's, but the new owners 
improve the re s t a u r a n t f a c i l i t i e s 

t o the rear t o serve as a shop 
served an important c h a r i t a b l e 

ver 20 years. 

Today the house has an important r o l e i n the pre s e r v a t i o n 
movement. Purchased by the Cambridge Center f o r Adult 
E d u c a t i o n t h e " o r g a n i z a t i o n responsible f o r the preservation 
and reuse o f the B r a t t l e mansion, the house may be spared 
d e m o l i t i o n i n s p i t e of the pressure f o r development i n the 
Harvard Square area. 
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Boston 02108 
M. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTlF lCA l lON 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

leve^of significance of this nomination is: 

ational • State • . Local g ] 

Name ^ • I ' ^ J * ^ \ ^ ^ » ^ C K t f ' » l > ' < w . 

Honor/Aie JOHNV.X. DAVOREN, Sacretar^ 
of tMelCommonwealth, Chairman of the 

'̂"̂  HacnaohusettB H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Bate M ^ ^ ^ h 2 6 , 1 9 7 3 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 
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Date 
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{ l . NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Middlesex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B 

The Window Shop 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Dexter P r a t t House 

(2- LOCATION" 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

54 B r a t t l e S t ree t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 

Massachusetts 20 

C O U N T Y : 

MAP REFERENCE 
Middlesej i ,^\ ^^^^^4 

U.S.G.S. 7^' Quadrangles Lexington 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 . 0 0 0 

Boston North, Boston S^^^, - y i /  
, and Newton CiiJO|t^a.$'d\\y 

19 5 6 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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Pratt (D«xt«r) HOUM 

Location 

Cambridga 
Middle MX County 

Old Chelmsford Garrison House Complex Chelmsford 
Middlesex County 

Kittredge (Alvah) House 

Boston Public Library 

(Roxbury) Boston 
Suffolk Coiinty 

Boston 
Suffolk County 
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Chairman, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 
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