


j7. DESCRIPTION
(Chec* One)

Excellent g Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) fCheck One)

iE\ Altered . Unaltered . Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house at 54 Brattle Street i sa two-story, hip-
roofed house of t he Federal period. The original

« features of thefive-bay facade remain: | oweaves and
narrow corner boards frame t he facade, nolded frames
enclose thesi xover si xsash; original clapboards

cover thesurface. The half-circular fanwith delicately

carved glazing bars and the pilasters of the entrance
are handsone features of t hehouse. The bracketed

hood over t heentrance dates from a later period (1875).

Menbers which braced t he brackets have been removed.

Inside, thetwo-roomcenter-hall plan i sstill evident
and t he cranped three-run staircase remains. Mst of
the interior features, however, have been altered so
that thenineteenth century house could serve its
twentieth century functions as"tea room' Cl 920's)

and restauant. Mre changes nmay need t o be nadet o
make t hebuilding useful as an educational center.

The setting of thebuilding i sas important as i ts
Federal -style features. Situated with itssideto
the street, 54 Brattle Street I sremniscent of a
series of such houses of theearly nineteenth century
built along Brattle Street. The front and side yards
fortunately have been retained as a courtyardf or
outdoor dining; theglass-wa:lled shop at 'therear
Cl9L46, Kennedy £ Johnson) effectively enclosesthe

court .

In-the past decade, the area around t he Wndow Shop has
been radically transformed t o a dense commerci al
district. The house at 54 Brattle Street, assured

of I tspreservation because of itsrecent purchase -«

by t he Canbridge Center f or Adult Education, will
continue toprovide a welconme relief to the dense
devel opment at this ex""' ~AcsSj-"attle Street
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of t he house at 54 Brattle Streeti s

in itsliterary associations. The house, built i n1£Q.~
was at one time thehone of Dexter Pratt, the"Village
Smthy" of Longfellow's well-"Kh6éwh poem Pj:'att bought
the house from Torrey Hancock, another blacksmith,

in 1827 . While thehouse i snot mentioned i nt he poem
both t he shop and t he Chestnut tree, originally between
the house and Story Street, have disappeared; the

house at 54 Brattle Street stands as t hebest rem nder
of Longfellow s hero.

The house, a good exanple of Federal-stylearchitecture
of theearly nineteenth century, has architectural
significance as well. | ti stheonly nineteenth century
house left on Brattle Street.between Hilliard Street

and Brattle Square, a stretch of road once lined with
nineteenth century residences. Along witht he

Wlliam Brattle House at 42 Brattle Street (1727),

the Dexter Pratt House provides evidence of an early
Canbri dge neighborhood i nan area presently undergoing
dense devel opment .

The house at 54 Brattle Street has recent historical
significance as well. I n 1946, i twas purchased by

the Wndow Shop, Inc., a unique organization dedicated
to aiding European refugees during World War | | by
providing enployment f or them and selling homenade

goods and bakery toraise funds. The house had served
as a restaurant sincethe 1920's, but t he new owners
nmade extensive changes t o inmprove therestaurant facilities
and added a new building to therear toserve as a shop
and bakery. The property served an important charitable
and social function forover 20 years.

Today t he house has an important role i nthe preservation
novenent. Purchased by t he Canbridge Center for Adult
Educationthe"organization responsible forthepreservation
and reuse of theBrattle mansion, t hehouse nay be spared
demolition i nspite of thepressure for development i n the
Harvard Square area.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1"aw
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National Register.
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