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1 . Name of Property
historic name Joppa Baptist
other names/site number T-40,

Church and
C-16

Cemetery

2. Location
street & number Mammoth Cave
city, town Mammoth Cave

National

state Kentucky code KY

Park (MACAl L_
EJ

county Edmonson code 061

not for publication NA
vicinity NA

zip code

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

I private
I public-local
I public-State 

^1 public-Federal

Category of Property
EH building(s)
[lei district
Pi site
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

1
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites

2 structures 
____ objects

2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing:

Historic Resources of Mammoth Cave National Park
Number of contributing resources previously

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
_-" '

As^kne designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
pj nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Plape's and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property L0 meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. ED See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official , -^ Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ISmebts EH does/flofeHftfeeMto^

Signature of commenting or other official David L. Morgan^ 
State Historic Preservation Officer. Rrnitiiokv^T*

ational Register criteria. E_J See continuation sheet. 
J ^  ~ Jan. 8, 1991
f Date

' j£F w ' ~ ~
State or Federal agency and bureau *

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

| entered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
[_] other, (explain:) ___________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Religion:religious structure
i'unerary: cemetery

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion;religious structure Funerary: cemetery——————————————

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

No style

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

sandstonefoundation 
walls ___ wood:weatherboard

roof _ 
other

tin

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

continuation sheet
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7. Description of present and historic physical appearance.

The Joppa Baptist Church property, located 2.5 miles west of 
Sloan's Crossing on Highway 70, consists of one contributing 
building, Joppa Baptist Church; one contributing site, the church 
cemetery; and two non-contributing structures, recently con­ 
structed outhouses on the east side of the property.

Constructed around the turn of the century, Joppa Baptist 
Church is a one story frame building with white weatherboard 
siding, a tin, gable front roof, and a stacked
sandstone block foundation, which has been covered with tin. The 
building, which faces south, measures 40 feet (N-S) by 29 feet 
(E-W) and has two wood front doors, each with modern storm doors 
on the exterior. Both of the front entrances are reached by 
eight step, open, wood stairs with simple wooden balusters. Each 
side wall has four, four-over-four double-hung sash windows. The 
rear wall has one door and one four-over-four double-hung sash 
window. A wooden sign in between the two front entrances notes 
the following: "Joppa Missionary Baptist Church, est. 1862." A 
tin chimney flue sits on the ridgeline of the roof, 15 feet from 
the south wall. A gravel drive encircles the building. The 
church's interior features tongue-and-groove wood walls and a 
wood plank floor.

To the north of the church is Joppa cemetery, which dates 
from the early nineteenth century and measures approximately 190' 
(E-W) by 85' (N-S). All of the graves, numbering approximately 
75, face east, which is consistent with local tradition, and are 
designated predominantly with commercially produced head and foot 
markers. There are a few graves marked with fieldstone head and 
foot stones, both engraved and unengraved, and probabaly some 
unmarked graves. There is evidence of an old wire fence in the 
wooded areas on the north, east, and west sides of the cemetery.
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Joppa Baptist Church is in poor condition. The church 
building is not structurally sound or well-maintained, although 
it is original in design, workmanship, and the majority of mater­ 
ials. A large brace and bolt has been placed midway at the top 
of the side walls (east to west) to support the sagging of the 
side walls. The original metal roof was replaced in kind within 
the last decade. The cemetery is well-maintained and is still in 
use. Despite the lack of structural integrity, for the entire 
property, integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association are intact.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide PH locally

Applicable National Register Criteria F"|A I IB I 1C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) PHA I IB I 1C I ID I IE I |p I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Social History ca. 1900 to 1941 ca. 1900

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NFS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # _________________________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #____ __ ___

PM See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
historic preservation office 

Other State agency 
I Federal agency 
[_ Local government 
[~~| University 
D Other 
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM References
Al . I I I i | 

Zone Easting

Cl . I I I . |

I I I I I I
Northing

. i I I i I i

Zone Easting

DliJ I I .

Northing

i i

>ee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

H See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title A. Lally, consultant
organization Kentucky Heritage Council date June 1989
street & number 701 D Daniels St. 
city or town Raleigh__________

telephone 
state zip code 27605
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8. Statement of significance, criteria justification, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance.

The Joppa Baptist Church property is historically 
significant in the area of Social History and represents the

property type "Church Properties" (for property type 
information, see Section 111 of the Historic Resource 
Study, pages A-6 to A-8). _,

period of significance (ca. 1900 to 1941) refers to the years 
from the construction of the current church building to the 
demise of the community with the official establishment of Mam­ 
moth Cave National Park in 1941.

As in other parts of rural Kentucky, churches in the Mammoth 
Cave area, mostly of the Baptist denomination, served as the 
centers of community life. Local residents attended weekly 
church services, weddings, funerals, baptisms, homecomings, revi­ 
vals, and grave decoration days, not only for spiritual reasons, 
but also to interact with other people who lived in the area. In 
such a rural area, where the nearest substantial town was ten 
miles away over very poor dirt roads, community gatherings were 
very important. In addition to church functions, communities 
often used their churches as meeting houses and schools as well.

Before Mammoth Cave National Park was developed, there were 
seven churches which served the communites in the immediate 
cave area. During the 1930s, most private and public proper­ 
ties within the proposed park area were acquired by the Mammoth 
Cave National Park Association, the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Commission, and the National Park Service through purchase or 
condemnation, local residents were removed, and buildings were 
razed. Church properties were exceptions to the removal and 
demolition process. Although not required to do so, the National 
Park Service recognized the significance that church properties 
had for local communities. In return for the donation of commun­ 
ity-owned church properties, the National Park Service agreed to 
grant special use permits to the congregations who wished to 
maintain the location of their churches. Currently there are 
three churches located within the boundaries of Mammoth Cave 
National Park which have agreements with the National Park Ser­ 
vice: Mammoth Cave United Baptist Church, Good Spring United 
Baptist Church, and Joppa Missionary Baptist Church.
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Established in 1862, Joppa Baptist Church served the 
community of Elko and residents of the Joppa Ridge area. The 
current building was constructed ca. 1900, The Davis, Meredith, 
and McCombs families were among those belonging to Joppa Baptist 
Church. The congregation of Joppa Baptist Church requested and 
was granted a special use permit which allowed them to continue 
to use the church and cemetery, provided National Park Service 
guidelines were followed. The church and cemetery were used 
regularly through the 1950s and 1960s. The church has been used 
occasionally for revivals in recent years, though most of the 
members have died, moved away, or joined other churches. The 
cemetery is still used for the burial of former members. 
Though Joppa Baptist Church is a religious property, it deserves 
exceptional status as the only physical representative of the 
once thriving ELko/Joppa Ridge area community, and as a reminder 
of part of the process of developing Mammoth Cave National Park, 
through agreements between the National Park Service and local 
communities.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property: less than one acre

UTM References
A 16 4113080 576800

Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning at a point 85' north of Highway 70 on the western 

edge of the lot's gravel driveway, proceed east 140' along the 
southern edge of the driveway south of the front of the church. 
Then proceed north 180' along the woodline east of the cemetery. 
Then proceed west 210' along the woodline north of the cemetery. 
Then proceed south 95' to the southwest corner of the cemetery. 
Then proceed southeasterly 80' to the point of origin.

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the church and all visible graves in 

the cemetery that are historically associated with the property.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000496 Date Listed: 5/8/91

Joppa Baptist Church and Cemetery Edmonson KY 
Property Name: County: State:

Mammoth Cave National Park MPS 
Multiple Name

____________.-___—..__——...-.-—.—.———————.————————————————————————•—•——————•
This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Date bf Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The sandstone foundation of this building is covered with tin, so 
the foundation material in Section 7 of the form should be listed 
as tin. The form is officially amended to include this 
information.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


