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The Newbury Historic District is located inthe center of the town of Newbury and

is characterized by a wide range of domestic, civic, educational, religious, cul-

tural and commercial structures, all of which face either Hi gh Road, the main thorough-
fare, or the town green, known asthe Upper Green. Contiguous to oneanother in this
rural townscape, the buildingsinthe district continue to serve asthe community
center of Newbury.

The Newbury Historic District is conposed of forty structures spanning four centuries
of devel opment. Mbst of themdate from the nineteenth andtwentiethcenturies. How
ever, there i s anunusually high concentration of buildings (nearly athird) which
date from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. VWhile nost are residential build-
ings, those for civic, educational and even commercial use continue to maintain a
domestic scale, represent for the nmost part the anonymous |ocal building tradition, and
are principally of frame constructionwith clapboard or shingle exteriors. The Dis-
trict also includes The First Parish Burying Gound onHi gh Road which dates from

the time of the first settlement inthe md-seventeenth century. There are also a
nunber of commenorative works onthe Upper Green, anong themthe Arnold nmonunent (A)
and the Soldiers andSailors Civil \War Monunent., (B .

The ol dest structure inthe district isthe TristramCoffin House (#35), 1654, which
represents one of the outstanding exanples of First Period architecturein New Eng-
land andi s the nost inmportant seventeenth century house inthe District. [ tis set

in deeply from High Robad ona |l ot with a creek just beyond it swestern edge. A recent
exam nation of oneof the posts inthe original portion for dendro-chronological corro-
boration resultedin areading of about 1654. This portion facing south was enlarged
with a First Period addition. A nore extensive enlargement occurred after 1750, ex-
panding the house to it spresent size while establishinga neworientation facing east.
By 1785 all major elements of the house asi t nowstands were named in adivisionof
the property. The east facade facing the High Road continues the seventeenth century
use of wunpainted clapboarding, vertical chimeys andvernacular character of the orig-
inal portion; itsorganizationis nowregularizedandclassicized sothat its entranceri.
and fenestration are symmetrically disposed into five bays, two and one-half stories
in height. Theplacement of windows onthe south facade reflects the additive nature
of the house.

The Henry Sewal| House (#31) i s purported tohave been built by Henry Sewall, Jr.,

bet ween 1660 when he piirchased the |and and 1678 when the house was naned i n his will
of that date. The Ushaped plan reflects acollection of additions andalterations.
The house has two entrances: oneto the east onHigh Road; the other to the south on
Parker Street, In the twentiethcentury this two-story structure, like others in the
district, was "colonialized" with itsformerly unpainted clapboarding nowpainted
white andthe addition of black shutters.

The Dr. Peter Toppan House (#2), 1697, is a fine exanple of a First Period structure
whose ganbrel roof andoverhang are evident onthe west elevationfacing Hi gh Road.

The unpainted shingles andclapboards of the restored exterior duplicate itsoriginal
wall fabric, simlar intreatment to the unpainted clapboarding of the Coffin House
(#36) and Short House (#15). Thepresence of two central fireplaces andthe somewhat
irregular design of itsw ndows, despite their symmetrical disposition into five bays,
is residual evidence that the house had formerly been divided into a duplex arrangement.

1 NeniN vafi 1 N ( cont i
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The Swett-11sley House (#40) is animortant early structure whose original portion
is located inthe southeast corner. Deeds corroborated by architectural inspection
indicate that this portion was built by Stephen Swett in 1670. Following major addi-
tions andalterations c. 1740, a neworientation to the house was established facing
east inclose proximty to High Road. Two entrances onthe exterior facing Hi gh Road
moni t or stages in the devel opment of the house. Theentrance to the left (southeast)
gives access to the original portion and the mddle room C 1740, which accommodat es
an unusually large fireplace. Theentrance to the right (northeast) gives access

to the north addition anda | ean-to area at the northwest corner, both built shortly
after 1760.

The Short House (#15) is purported to have been built by Nathaniel Knight between
1717 when he purchased the |land and 1733 when he sold the house. Stylisticand
structural analysis corroborates a date i nthe second quarter of the eighteenth
century. This frame house with clapboarding i s distinguished for its exceptional
use of exposed brick ends of English bond, each containinga chimey. A burgeoning
classicism i s maintained through the bi-lateral symetry of it selevation, brought
into focus by anentrance with stop-fluted doric pilasters and rounded pedi nent. The
central staircase details of sinple block andspindle balusters, aswell asthe
treatment of fireplace walls i nboth south parlor andsouth chanber paneled with
simple bolection molding, further support the incipient classicism Here a quiet

el egance previals inspite of i tsregional provincialism viz.,treatment of the den-
til molding of itscornicewhich isinterrupted bythe placement of w ndows. A
custodian's wing was added to the northeast corner siibsequent to the acquisition

of the property by the SPNEA i n 1928.

A former blacksm th shop known as the "Corner House" (#25) was noved to its present
site at 12 Geen Street in 1948, Deeds indicate that it wasoriginally built by

Ni chol as Pettingill, a local blacksm th who just occupied the north half of the
Short House (#15) in 1767-8 andstood onthat | ot at the corner of Rolfe Lane and
High Road. That portion of the present house facing south i sthe original shop,

now substantially altered. Anell andgarage to the north were both added in

1950.

The House at 1 High Road (#1), c. 1810, is an exanple of Federal architecture which
serves as atransition fromthe colonial buildings of the District to those of the

m d-ni neteenth centujry. Thethree-story structure i s characterizedby the bold

organi zation of architectural elements frontally oriented andfacing west on High

Road. These include |arge scale fenestration andan enclosed entrance porch projecting
fromthe plane of the facade, ornamented with doric pilasters and balustrade. Here,
clapboards are painted yellowwith white trim, typical of the Federal period. A
cupola or lantern, added or renndeled i nthe md-nineteenth century, relates visually
to two Victorian houses inthe District, both of which have simlar cupolas: the
House at 35 fiigh Eoad (#13), c. 1870, andthe Luther Dane House (#35), 1876.

(continued)
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The Luther Danme House (#35), 1876, i s a mansarded structure set back from Hi gh Road
in anatural setting. |tsprevailingaxial organization and so-called "wedgewood"

treatment of yellow clapboarding with white trim convey thestrength of residual
Federal motifs. A cupola, like that at 35 High Road (#13) quotes the architectural
features of thehouse itself. Further, a similar use of post-Civil Wr architectural
el ements, including bracketed cornice, entrance and projecting bay wi ndows, as wel |
as thedecorative treatment of slate and dorners of t hemansarded roof show a design
informed by restrained picturesque eclecticism

A nunber of other houses i ntheDistrict areinformed by a nineteenth centujry inter-
pretation of colonial forms. These include theDeacon N Little House (#26), c. 1825,
whose planar approach t o each elevation of this frame structure reflects traditional
eighteenth century treatment, while itsentrance onthegable end facing Geen Street,
and granite foundation evidence a strong Geek Revival influence. The Reverend
Leonard Wthington House (#7), 1843, and t heHal e- Kni ght House (#33), 1880, illus-
trate other houses intheDistrict which reflect thesurvival of eighteenth century
colonial forms and geometric massing characteristec of theGeek Revival period.

The District also contains a nunber of twentieth century buildings includingtwo
notable civic and educational structures as well as a nunber of domestic structures,
two of which arerepresentative. These four works exemplify different aspects of Col-
onial Revival architecture or md-twentieth century (nore recent) interpretations

by local builders.

The Wbodbridge School (#12) was built i n1898 as a two-roomstructure and enlarged
to itspresent size i n1908. This two-story frame building, cruciform i nplan,

is an important exanple of Colonial Revival architecture. Itsprojecting entrance
enclosed withinthewall plane reflects an American interpretation of theubiqui-
tous Palladian tenmple front. Engagedionic colums flank t hedoor, and an ocul us
punctuates t hepedi ment above.

The Town Hall (#8) was originally built intheearly part of thetwentieth century

as thetown grange and was remodeled t oitspresent state after a fire c. 1927 t o serve
as theTown Hall. This one-story structure with shingle exterior andprojecting
entrance portico maintains a low, crispprofile. Itsessentiallyvernacular char-
acter and domestic scale arein harnony with other structures i nt hetownscape.

The Houses at 20 Green Street (#21), 1900, and at 2 Green Street (#29), c. 170

are tworepresentative exanples of t hesurvival of colonial forms into thetwentieth
century.. The house at 20 Green Street (#21) i sa provincial exanmple of turn-of-

the century Colonial Revival. The large scale, symmetrical organization and marked
verticality of this three-story elevationwith hip roof andtall chimmeys, characterize
the house as a product of Queen Anne influence. The house at 2 Geen Street (#29),1i s
a fine exanple of a two-story structure with ganbrel roof and exterior of unpainted

(continued)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Newbury Historic District i ssignificant for itsfine grouping of buildings —
particularly itsseventeenth and eighteenth century houses — andfor it sassociations
with theearly devel opnent of t he Town of Newbury. Thearea has continued tofunction as
the comunity focus fromthe time thenewsettlement was established i n1646, subse-

quent tothetown's incorporationi n1635 at another location farther uptheParker River,
until thepresent.

The focal point of thedistrict i stheUpper Geen which was originally known as the
“trayneing green" and was laid out i n1642t oserve asthecenter of thenewsettlement.
During theRevolutionary Wr t he Green was t hesite of a troop encanpnent on Sept enber
18-19, 1775 under t hecommand of Benedict Arnold. A stone marker, the Arnold Monu-
ment, was placed ont helUpper Green i nthelate nineteenth century t ocomrenorate this
event. Another memorial, theSoldiers andSailors Civil War Monurent, i salso |ocated
there. I nthe md-nineteenth century abrick school house was | ocated ont heGeen. The
Newbury Upper G een continues t oserve asthetown common. Recently thescene of aBi-
centenni al observance of t he 1775 Arnol d encanptnent, t he Upper Green i s frequently
used for other celebrations andrecreation activities.

Wien t he newsettl ement was established i n1646 ast heFirst Parish, a neetinghouse
was erected at t henorthwest corner of theFirst Parish Burying Gound. Successive
meetinghhuses were built onthis site i n1661, 1700 and 1806. Wen a fire destroyed
the latter church building i n1868, another site was chosen for t heerectionof a new
structure ont hewest side of High Road, directly across from theold nmeetinghouse.
The First Parish Church was conpleted i n1869 andaccording t ochurch records, the design
was the work of local architect. Col. Fred J. Coffin.

In thenearby First Parish Burying Gound arecontained t hegraves of many of Newbury's
first settlers and their descendants. These include those of TristramCoffin and hi s
wife Judithwhodied i n1703 and 1705 respectively, Henry Sewall (d. 1700) and t he
Reverend John Tucker (d. 1792).

The Wbodbri dge School i slocated onthesite of t hehouse bhuilt i n1663 by t he Reverend -
John Woodbridge, teacher andl|andowner. The school continues toprovide t hechildren
of thecommunity with primai” school education. V.o,

A nunber of thehouses i nthedistrict possess inmportant associations with thehistory

of thetown. TheHenry Sewall House was t hehone of a Newbury resi dent whose sora

Sanmuel Sewall |ater becane Council nenber andChief Justice of theMssachusetts Bay
Colony. The Dr. Peter Toppan House was t heresidence of thetown physician for whom ;
it wasbuilt i n1697. Three' Additional historic houses nowowned by t he Society for

the Preservation of Nev>vJEngland Antiquities function as house nuseuns, helping to .

NN ENA i (continued)
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The southern boundary line of theDistrict begins at the back property line of #15,
approxi mtely 140" east of High Road and runs west across High Road t ot heback

of properties #16, #17, and #18 at a distance of approximately 200" from Hanover

Street. The western boundary line of thedistrict begins at t hesouthern property

line of #19 and runs north along the back of properties #19 and #20 at a distance

of approximately 250" from Green Street, and continues along theback of properties

#27 t o#34, and along the back of properties #35 and #36 at a distance of approxi mately

225 from High Road and properties #37 and #40 at a distance of approxi mtely 200" from
Hi gh Road.
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1. House (c. 1810), 1 High Road
2. Dr. Peter Toppan House (1697), 5 Hi gh Road
3. House (c. 1850), 7 High Road
4. House (c. 1890), 9 High Road
5. Abraham Toppan House (twentieth century reconstructionX, 11 Hi gh Road
6. House (c. 1890), 19 Hi gh Road
7. Rev. Leonard Wthington House (1843), 21 High Road
8. Town Hall (c. 1935), Hi gh Road
9. House (c. 1950), 27 Hi gh Road
10. Five Cents Savings Bank (House) (c. 1950), 29 Hi gh Road
11. House (c. 1925), 31 High Road
12. Wbodbridge School (1898; 1908), Hi gh Road ' .oN
13. House (c. 1870), 35 Hi gh Road
14, House (c. 1800), 37 High Road .
15. Short House (between 1711 and 1733), 39 Hi gh Road
16. Rev. John Tucker House (1746), 36 Hi gh Road V
17. Parsonage (1872), 1 Hanover Street
18. Atkinson-Little House (1652), 5 Hanover Street
19. House (1785), 26 Geen Street
20. House (c. 1950), 24 Geen Street
21. House (1900), 20 Green Street
22. House (c. 1950), 18 Green Street
23. House (originally barn of Little House #24) (c. 1850), 15 Green Street
24. Little House (c. 1850), 14 Green Street
25. "Corner House" (former Blacksm th shop) (mid-18thc ) , 12 Geen Street
26. Deacon N. Little House (c. 1825), 8 Green Street
27. House (c. 1940), 6 Green Street
28. House (c. 1940), 4 Green Street
29. House (c. 1940), 2 Green Street
30. Citgo Station (c. 1950), High Road
31. Henry Sewall House (1678), 30 Hi gh Road
32. House (c. 1870), 28 High Road A Arnold Monument
33. Hal e- Kni ght House (1880), 22 Hi gh Road B. Soldiers and Sailors,
34. The First Parish Church (1869), Hi gh Road . Civil Vér Monunent
35. Luther Danme House (1876), 18 Hi gh Road C Fruitstand
36. Tristram Coffin House (1654-1795), 16 Hi gh Road
37. House (c. 1940), 12 Hi gh Road
38. House (c. 1950), 10 Hi gh Road
39. House (1711; mid-18th ¢ ) , 8 High Road
40. Swett-Ilsley House (c. 1670), 4-6 Hi gh Road
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PAUL GUZZI

February 23, 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Chief, Registration
National Register

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles: «Vv - " o it-
Encl osed please find two nom nations fornms forthe following properties:

1. Chicopee, Kendall Bl ock
2. Newbury, Newbury HistoricDistrict o

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachu-
setts Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by
the State Historic PreservationOfficer, Elizabeth Reed Amradon.

Sincerely yours, ;

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A\V¥/rmv
Encl osures
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PAUL GUZzZI

'iooffi/Ti onelteal/™

5 May 1976

M. WIliam Lebovich

National Register

Office of Archeol ogy and
Historic Preservation

Department of t he Interior

Washi ngton, BDC 20240

Dear Bill:

In answer t oyour request foradditional photographs forthe Newbury
Historic District, Newbury, Massachusetts (Essex County), | am enclosing
three photographs.

Included aretwo photographs of intrusions (the Town Hall and Citgo Station)
and one phot ograph of a twentieth century house typical of others i nthe
district.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate tocall ne (and
| know you willl).

Sincerely yours,

Judy D Dobbs

National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
[jdd

encl osures
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Nane Location

Shirley Shaker Village Shirley Vicinity
H ddl &aex (yorceater) Counties

Newbury Hi storic District Hewbur y
Essex County

Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy
HCB. Edward W Brook* e State Historic ?re3«r7ation Officer
Hon. Robert F. Drinan Mtm. Ellzabetl'i K Araadon
Ron. ~"ichael J. Harrington Executive ljirectcr ., !'£ssfch\isettB
Mst orical QoiLxnisslon
cc: Regional Director, 294 \VMshi ngton Street
/" North Atlantic Regi on Ikpst(Hy H&ssachusetts 02108
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W MM Newburyport Maritime Society, Inc.
f | Box 306 - Netvburyport, Mass. 01930

U.S. CUSTOM HOUSE
1834

July 1, 1976

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of t he National Register ' .
National Park Service
Interior Department ' .

18th & C Streets
Washington, O C 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The Newburyport Custom House which was built in
1835 and designed by Robert MIls, was restored by the
Newburyport Maritime Society in 1971-1974 as a maritine
museum and is listed on the National Register of H storic
Pl aces. ">

V& recently re-opened for our second season and have
had nearly a thousand visitors so far. Ve areoften asked
questions about t he Custom House and i t sarchitect, Robert
Mills, some of which we are not able t o answer.

Therefore, we would appreciate your sending us al |
the historical and architectural information that i s
available on t he Newburyport Custom House and i t s architect,
Robert Mills. | f possible, we would |ike copies ofthe
architect's drawings, plans, theoriginal use of the various
rooms and whatever other information that you may have.

Your\assistance and help on this project will be grate-
fully appreciated.

Ayt de ., Sincerely yours,

H Patterson Hale, Jr.
Restoration Fund Treasurer

P. S Enclosed i sa copy of our visitors' "Guide to the
Custom House Maritime Miuseum of Newburyport".

HH m,
Enc, -



Guide to the

COAST GUARD HALL
Mural of waterfront, 1791, when
first revenue cutter Massachusetts
built, making Newburyport offi-
cial birthplace of Coast Guard.
Illuminated lighthouse lens; line
gun and life-saving gear; ship's
wheel, engine-room telegraph.

OFFICE OF
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS
19th-century stove, safe, strong-
box, desk, chairs; rum barrels, tea
chests. Portraits of sea captain
members of Newburyport Marine
Society (founded 1772); Society's

charter® other memorabilia.

CUTTER "MASSACHUSETTS"
*IRTHPLACe OF U.S. COAST GUARD

Restrooms downstairs.

- CUSTOM HOUSE MARITIVE MUSHUM  of NBABURYPORT

Built 1835 of fireproof granite and masonry in the Classic Revival style char-
acteristic of Robert Mills, National Architect of public buildings. Headquarters
for collection of custom duties on foreign cargos and registry of newly-built
vessels. As foreign trade into Newburyport declined, and shipbuilding slowed
to a halt by 1900, the Custom House fell into disuse. Sold by Federal govern-
ment in 1913; used for hay storage, as a shoe factory, and finally as a junk
shop. Acquired in 1968 by Newburyport Redevelopment Authority as part of
the downtown historic renewal district. Listed on National Register of Historic
Places; restored by Newburyport Maritime Society 1971-1974 as a museum
to preserve and present the maritime heritage of the Merrimack Valley;

opened to public June 29, 1975.

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

ENTRANCE

Take the granite
'hanging staircase’
to the SECOND FLOOR

(Guide continued on reverse side.)

BROWN GALLERY
"Shipbuilder's Loft" with half-hull
models of ships built on Merri-
mack River, 1690 to 1900. Ship-
wright's tools (broadaxe, adze,
augers), sailmaker's palms, blocks,
trunnel-pegged ship's timber.

BRUSH GALLERY
"Captains' Waiting-room" with
sea-going gear:. seachests and
chart chests; maps, quadrants,
telescopes, compasses, speaking
trumpets, lanterns, spirit and
medicine chests.



SECOND FLOOR PLAN

MOSELEY GALLERY
Our "Far East Hali"of souvenirs
collected by local seafarers on
worldwide voyages in the 1800s:
foreign ship models, Buddhist
statues, Bengali figurines, Malayan
daggers. Oriental sandals and slip-
pers, scrimshaw, giant clam shell.

STAIRSI?

From
First
floor

MARQUAND LIBRARY
Logbooks, documents of foreign
trade and shipbuilding; furniture,
paintings, and personal momentos
of John P. Marquand, Pulitzer-
Prize-winning novelist and histor-
ian of local eccentric, 'Lord' Tim-
othy Dexter.

The CUSTOM

1/\

HOUSE MARITIME
in the restored Federalist business district

MUSEUM at 25 Water
of downtown

Massachusetts is open to the public seven days a week. May 29

September

6 and on weekends during

the Fall months.

HOURS: Monday through Saturday, 11 am to 5 pm; Sundays, 2 pm to 5 pm

ADMISSION: Adults, $1.00; aged 12 to 18, 50f; under 12, free when accompanied

by an adult

A "Federalist

Newburyport,

For group rates and special tours when the Museum is not open to the public, call
1-617-462-8681 — or wr.te the Newburyport Maritime Society, P. O. Box 306, New-
buryport, Mass. 01950.

BAKER GALLERY
Exposed brick walls reveal Archi-
tect Robert Mills' style of vaulted
construction; bone model, ship-
of-the-line, c. 1800.

BUSHEE GALLERY
Salon": Colonial
portraits; imported and American

furniture, locally-made 'tall clock’;
swords and relics of Capt. Moses

Brown, Revolutionary hero.

U.S. CUSTOM HOUSE
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Mr. H. Patterson Bal«, Jr. ' "ol A
JtMtoratloa Tund Tr”warax ARK -
RetAoxyport Harltlne Soelety* Xae.
Box 306

Hewfrnxyport, Hassaelntsetta 01950

Hr. Hala:

Thaak you for your recent letter esaeKcaSHg historical and architectural
lafomation on tlae Hewburyport Cuatoa Ba—a ia Heubtlryport* M aaaaehaaatui»
JiBd ita arcMtaet lobert Mllls<k . : rXii

Be hope that tha enclosed copy of the Hatlonal Regiater inventory fom
vill provide tlia hiai~leal data ttot jtm daal». For the additional,
arehiteetnral (drawigKS, plana, etc.) inforsiatlon» «e are referring ymm
letter to Tohn IP(9ppefi«r2jC3iiaf, His-horic “mei-tcc?n huiidirsas
Sanreyi . Itetleaal Fark Ser7i<», Departaaent of tbe Interior. Washington
D«C. 20240.

Ve appreciate yoor intarest and hope thla infozwition will be naeful.
K'e' Sinearaly yoars*
(Sgd.) William J. Miirfagtf'

Villlaa J. Martagh
Keeper of the National Register

Encl osure

cc: ~s. Elizabeth R Amadon
Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Historical Cocm sslon
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108 w c

bcc: Regional Director, North Atlantic
Region wc
Director's Reading File

ifil wec 00 y-"Ny%n'yly VY Y
AP, BERRY : sl e: 9-21-76 VYN BASCFILE RETAND I NFR
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Continuation Shest Tristram Coffin House (Newbury HD)

Newbury (Essex), MA
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 1

Re-evaluation of congtruction datedue to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of Phesel and Phesel | of Coffin House in November
of 2001, the construction date of the building hes now been identified as 1678 for Pheeel ad
1713 for Pheeell. The research team condgted of Danid Miles and Michae Worthington of the
Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, with Anne Grady of the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting as liaison. Their report, cited below,
presented the following results and conclusions. Twelve timbers were sampled, six from the
Pheee | west wing and six from the Phasel | eedt cross-wing. Six of the samples matched one
ancther and matched other magtersin the area. Four of the samples from Phase | dated to the
winter of 1676/7, with afifth one dating one year later to 1677/78. The sixth samplewas from the
west cross-wing and dso matched to the site megter chronology, producing afelling date of
winter 1712/13. A seventh sample, dso from the cross-wing, dated individually and dso gave a
felling date of winter 1712/13. The study concluded, "The samplesfrom the first phase matched
ressonebly well together, suggesting asimilar sourcefor the timber, and the dosenessof the
felling dates suggest a construction period during 1678. The two timbers which dated from the
ssoond phiase suggests a congtruction period during 1713, or just possibly 1714." (p. 20)

The frill results of the andyss are presented in: D.W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Devdopment of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eastem Massachusetts, Phase ||, Massachusatts Historical Commission Survey and Planning
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An abridged version of the
report can be found on the website www.dendrochronology.com. The full report can be found at
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

A noteon dendrochronology dating

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been devd oped for eestem Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and anumber of buildings or parts of buildings have been evauated and given
new congruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasimple one: the seesond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ace reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical housesare compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth treesand
fromtimber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to
eech ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution mugt be used in interpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the same building have been felled one,
two or more years apart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with
green or unseesoned timber, and it islikely that congtruction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling dete.
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusetts
K‘pri’l\ﬂib Q&lil William Francis Galvin, Seoretary of the Commonwedlth
' Massachusetts Historical Commisson
Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Park Service .
National Register of Historic Places NxD
1201 Eye Street NW.g*” floor
Washington, DC 20005 Lo e

Dear Mr. Loether: . 1 . 9/
Encdlosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoufly Qd on the

Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, bassd upon dendrochronolo'q techniques.

These properties include: ‘ " S ‘ ‘ /\

| [ BN |
Bogton (Suffolk County): \' o X

James Blake House (NRIND, 51/74)

Ferce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) >
Cambridge (Middlesex County): -
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72) - .
Dedham (Norfolk County): - v
Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66) ! ; ; \%

Deerfield (Franklin County):

All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)
Allen House (MHC #20)
John Ashley House (MHC #31)
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)
Frary House (MHC #13)
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
WWW. sec. state, ma usgimhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russdl House (MHC #49) , 1;
Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)
Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)

Essex (Ess=x County):

Cogswdl's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90) R AT A
Gloucester (Ess=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) : LN e

[Firgt Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA] oo

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90 : .-
First Period Buildings of Easten MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Strest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock-Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71) B
Millville (Worcester Coimty):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84) S
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76) L. > /

[Newbury HD] A KVAS N
Sdem (Ess=x County): - [ " -0 VvV ;
EleazerGedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74) ' .
[Gedney and Cox HousesHD)] ;o Ny . W
oo | . y o ! ’_' X . "o ;"H\V w'ee -
Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73) Vv n X

. [Chestnut Street HD] " P\ Teed\\MMy



Sandwich (Barngtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildingsof EastenMA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endoaures



