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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Monument No. 258 was first established as a cairn of rocks in 1849 follow­ 
ing the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo. A white marble shaft 
was manufactured in New York, transported around the Horn on the USS 
Supply to San Diego, and erected and dedicated at the site in June, 1851. 
The marble monument was an obelisk about 20 feet in height, resting on a 
marble pedestal. On its top was an inverted acorn to symbolize the 
strength and stature of the California live oak tree.

In 1894 it was found that the initial monument had become so mutilated 
by visitors that its outlines were nearly destroyed, and its inscrip­ 
tions partly obliterated. The_>BarJjait=Bi€mctrat!oTiiffrgsion had the monu­ 
ment renovated in San Diego, reconstructed at the site, and protected it 
with an enclosure in 1894^ Excepting for normal wear and tear and some 
slight vandalism, the marble monument as reconstructed in 1894 still 
stands today at its original site.

A recent photograph of Monument No. 258 is furnished with this nomination,

NOTE; Monument No. 258 being the marker of the international boundary is 
situated on the international boundary with the south half of the 
monument in Mexico and the north half in the United States, the 
monument being under the jurisdiction of this International 
Commission.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Monument No. 258 cannot beibetter stated than in the 
inscription on the west side of the original marble shaft which remains 
there today, as follows:

"Initial point of Boundary between the United States and Mexico, 
established by the Joint Commission, 10 October, A.D. 1849, 
Agreeably to the Treaty dated at the City of Guadalupe, Hidalgo, 
February 2, A.D. 1848. John B. Weller, U.jS. Commissioner.
Andrew B. Gray, U.S. Surveyor." I

i

It should also be noted that Monument No. 258 'is the westernmost boundary 
marker on the international boundary between the United States and Mexico 
and, as such, has since its erection and will throughout the future mark 
the southwestern corner of the Continental United States.

Pursuant to President Nixon's "Legacy of Parks," Mrs. Nixon, in August 
of 1971, turned over 372 acres of surplus Navy land, formerly known as 
"Border Field," to the people of California as a beach park. The area 
is now commonly known as "Border State Park." The park land is separated 
from the international boundary and the site of Monument No. 258, only 
by a 60-foot strip adjacent and parallel to the international boundary 
reserved for the United States Department of Justice.



1. Report of the Barlow-Blanco Commission, 1898. (Senate Document No. 247), 
Pages 197 and 198.

2. "1,000-Acre Park Urged at Border Monument." (San Diego Tribune - 
March 16, 1964)

3. "Initial Point of Boundary Began Era of Peace for U . S . -Mexico ." 
Rita Larkin Wolin, San Diego Union, September 19, 1971.
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Post Office Box 1859
CITY OR TOWN:

El Paso

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

In compliance with Executive Order/o93, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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ITEM NO. 2 — LOCATION.

From San Diego, south on Interstate 5 about 15 miles to Dairy Mart Road; 
south on Dairy Mart Road about 1 mile to Monument? Road; thence west on 
Monument Road about 4 miles to Border State Park} through Park Gate, turn 
left on Park Road about 1.5 miles to its termination at Monument No. 258.

GPO 921-724


