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The Witt Funeral Home is a three bay, two and one-half story brick town 
house. The main block measures approximately 32' x 40'. There is an 
attached story-and-three-quarter service wing to the rear. Built in a 
vernacular late Federal style, the house sits on a dressed stone foundation, 
and has walls 18" thick throughout, . It is ornamented with simple lintels, 
windowsills, and front entry surround of like stone. Most of the windows 
are original 6 over 6 double hung .sash and those that have been replaced 
date from the early part of this century. The present front porch, a re­ 
cent addition, generally duplicates the original porch in scale and mass. 
However, despite the reuse of some original materials such as the segmen- 
tal brackets, the detailing is generally simplified. Based on visual evi­ 
dence it seems likely that the original porch, though quite early, did not 
date from the construction of the house. The level of architectural 
sophistication of the porch as revealed by the profile "ghosts" on the 
brick seems to be much greater than that of this very simple house. When 
the house was converted into a funeral home, a small addition was attached 
to the rear which has not detrimentally affected the structure's historic 
integrity.

The interior plan is typical of houses of this type. There is a side 
stair and entry hall with one room behind on one side of the house, and 
a large double parlor on the other. The woodwork throughout is original 
and of a simple Greek Revival form. This includes wide, three-part baseboards, 
and door and window surrounds in attenuated dogear with block course 
cresting. . The fireplace mantels have symmetrical architraves and bulls- 
eye corner blocks. Interior changes have been minor; two of the original 
six fireplaces have been closed and the remaining four reworked for coal 
during the late 19th century. No significant interior physical changes 
were required when the house was converted to its present use as a funeral 
home with the proprietor's quarters upstairs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is a well-preserved example of the vernacular Federal style 
as it was manifested in Iowa during the mid-19th century. It is also sig­ 
nificant as the home of Timothy Davis, prominent in Elkader as a business­ 
man, attorney and town speculator, who took an active interest in its design 
and construction.

During the mid 1840's f Davis (then a resident of Dubuque), John Thompson and 
Chester Sage laid out the town of Elkader, and, perhaps as a lure to pro­ 
spective settlers in their new town erected a saw- and grist mill there. 
The grist mill was said to be the largest stone mill west of the Mississippi 
at the time.

The period of Davis 1 residence in Elkader (and thus the date of the construc­ 
tion of his home) is uncertain. The 1882 Clayton County History reports 
Davis living in Elkader from 1854 to 1857. He returned to Dubuque in 1857, 
but "a few years after", Davis moved back to Elkader, where "he built him­ 
self a fine residence and passed his last years". Upon Davis 1 death, both 
home and the "Elkader Flouring Mill" passed to his son, L.V. Davis, and 
thereafter out of the family.
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