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The original barn was a typical large two-story bank barn, with
an entrance for hay wagons on the second story and an entrance
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This type barn is common in sections of the country in which a
German immigration pattern is visible. The Belvidere area is
one of several such communities in Tennessee. This appears to
be the best preserved example of a large structure representing
the significant Germanic contributions to the life of the state.
In this instance the contribution was in the field of agricul -
ture.

Christian Zaugg immigrated from Switzerland to New York in 1853.
He moved to Tennessee, via Ohio, in 1870. The barn was erected
in 1878, according to a dated upright timber in the loft.

Zaugg also built the original German Reformed Church at
Belvidere, now remodeled (brick veneer over part of original
structure) as the United Church of Christ.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

The Zaugg Bank Barn possesses a two-fold significance. Although this
type of barn is common in some midwestern states and in Pennsylvania,
they are rare in Tennessee. This is the only barn of this type that
has thus far been discovered during the survey of the state.

Also, the barn is one of the few remaining structures built by the
German Swiss settlers in the area a century ago. These settlements
are not numerous in Tennessee.

Therefore, as an example of a type of structure unique to Tennessee,
and as a remaining structure built by the German Swiss settlers,
this barn possesses much significance for Tennessee.
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