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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ben Hardin House is a large brick structure located on a sizeable tract of land at the
head of Fifth Street in Bardstown., The house consists of two distinct parts, erected at
different periods. The older wing (west), constructed c. 1815, is three bays in width and
contains the kitchen and dining room. It presently has a two-story enclosed porch attached
to the rear.

The three-story main block, set a few feet to the front of the right wing, was built between
1819 and 1822. The most outstanding feature of the facade is the handsome entranceway

on the west end with its large fanlight and sidelights. Directly above the doorway is a
window, smaller than that of the other bays, with sidelights and fanlight matching that of
the entrance. Voussoirs are found above all bays, including the eight windows on the
eastern end of the block.

A twentieth century addition to the front is the two-story Greek Revival portico supported
by four Tuscan columns set on pedestals which replaces a one-story Victorian porch
added between 1852 and 1887. One of the early marble steps is still used at the front
leading up to the entrance with the initials ''BH'" incised.

The interior includes a large hallway with elliptical stairway to the right rear. The
handrail is cherry. To the left are 25' by 26' double parlors separated by a fanlighted
archway, an arrangement rare in Kentucky. Fine mantels and chairrail survive in both
rooms.

Upstairs to the front left is the master bedroom, one of unusual size in Kentucky, 25'
by 26'. There is a smaller bedroom to the rear left and a small room to the right front.

At the back of the main block is a one-story porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Edgewood,' a fine example of Federal-Georgian architecture, is best known as the home of
Benjamin Hardin (1784-1852), noted Kentucky lawyer, member of the Upper and Lower House
of the Kentucky Legislature and former member of the U. S. Congress.

Ben Hardin was born in Pennsylvania but moved with his parents as a child to Washington
County, Kentucky. He received a primary education, studied law and was admitted to

the bar in 1806. Hardin began his law practice in Elizabethtown and Bardstown, moving
permanently to Bardstown in 1808. Bardstown was a stately, quiet town, one, which in the
very early days of the 19th century, rivaled Louisville and Lexington as a social and
educational center.

Hardin proved himself an able attorney and was appointed in 1810 as the district prosecutor,
quickly earning a reputation as a debator of considerable skill. He was elected to the
State House of Representatives in 1810 and again in 1824. He was elected to the U. S.
House of Representatives as a Whig in 1818, 1819, and 1833. He served in the State Senate
from 1830-33 (Biographical Directory, p. 1005).

Hardin was known in political circles as an aggressive and tenacious fighter, a quality most
ably demonstrated in the 1820s during the debate over the relief issue. This contest
"which at times approached Civil War,' involved a complicated financial situation
which found a large number of Kentuckians in debt and unable to make payment. The
relief faction (1820-1824), which included Governors John Adair (1820-1824 ) and Joseph
Desha (1824-1828) and a majority of legislators as well as the populace favored a two-year
period of replevy. Replevin legislation was passed in 1820, but ruled unconstitutional in
cases brought before the Clark County and Fayette County judges. The Court of Appeals
upheld the decision, encouraging the Legislators, who sought to replace the high justices
with a "New Court." Hardin was a member of the anti-relief forces upholding the Old
Court, which was eventually reinstated in 1827 (Clark, 145 - 146),

Hardin is also remembered for his opposition to the chartering of the National Bank while
a member of Congress in 1816. Disagreeing with John C. Calhoun and Henry Clay, Hardin
believed the bank unconstitutional and delivered his views in the House vociferously and at
length., TLater in 1833 and in an equally biting and sarcastic manner, Hardin reversed his

(continued)



FJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Biographical Directory of the American Colonies 1774 - 1961l. U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1961, p. 1005,

Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. Lexington: The John Bradford Press, 1960,
ppo 140_1460

' ‘ (continued)
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA =

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 1. 24 acres
UTM REFERENCES

AlLiel lelz.aloi o) laldsestligo) el Ll oo Lol ]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
cIIIIlIIIllIllI'III DL_J_I"II'I‘[J]IIIII
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/ TITLE

Sarah B. Smith, Nelson County Representative GM

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kentucky Heritage Commission September 25, 1973
STREET & NUMBER . - TELEPHONE - -

517 North Third Street

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bardstown Kentucky

FEISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROBERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . __ STATE __ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the Natiopal Park Service.
PR |G A TURE &ZM Z{j m

TITLE  State Histori

Preseryation Offi er

M T /8778




Form No. 19-300a

- 10-73 NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- RECEIVED i1 = 7 14/&
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e WS En
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTEF = 2
"Ec_lggwood"
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

position and supported the cause of the Bank against '""King Jackson,'" as Hardin called him
on the "stump." Said John Randolph of Hardin's performance, "Hardin is like a kitchen-
knife whetted on a brick. He cuts roughly, but cuts deep." (Little, p. 62.)

Because Hardin was such a controversial figure, even among members of his own party,
Governor William Owsley asked Hardin to resign as his Secretary of State in 1846
following his appointment in 1844. The rift between Owsley and Hardin prompted Hardin
to lead in the fight for constitutional reform at the State Constitutional Convention in 1849
of which he was a member. Three years later Hardin died at Bardstown.

However unpleasant Hardin appeared in public, at Edgewood in the security and privacy
of his home 'good humor and hospitality were in the ascendant," wrote an acquaintance.
"The household was a miniature republic, where the worthy always found ready and
hospitable admittance, and were treated with perfect equality." (Little, p. 594.)

He had built the house around 1815, a few years after his marriage to Elizabeth Barbour
in 1807.

Some of the more famous of the Hardin children include a daughter, Lucinda, who
married John L. Helm, later Speaker of the House of Representatives, twice Governor
of Kentucky, and President of the L & N Railroad. Their son, General Ben Hardin
Helm, officer of the Confederate Army, was born at Edgewood on June 2, 1831. He
married Emilie Todd, sister of Mary Todd Linccln.

On one occasion, in a meeting with General Helm, Abraham Lincoln told Helm that
Colonel Hardin was 'the only man of whom he had ever heard that he would give his
house and lot to have known."

Ben Hardin's son Rowan Hardin, recruited Company '"C'" Fourth Regiment to Mexico in
1847, but saw no service of note. In 1851 President Filmore appointed him Secretary
of Legation to Guatemala. During that year in a secluded spot in the mountains of the
Isthmus of Darien, he was murdered by an unknown assassin. With Captain Hardin's
company in Mexico was Jasper W. Muir, a junior law partner of Ben Hardin, and
grandfather of the present owner of Edgewood.

(continued)
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In December, 1853 a year after Ben Hardin's death, the house was sold to Judge T. P.
Linthicum. While under the Judge's ownership, General Leonidas Polk made his head-
quarters at Edgewood during the Confederate occupation of Bardstown by Braxton Bragg's
army.

Later owners of the house include Ludwell McKay and heirs; Orville Arnold: and C. P.
Rapier. In 1935 it was purchased by Harry Tuer. Four years later the old residence
passed to H. R. Kendall. Since July, 1957, Edgewood has been owned and occupied by
Bardstown banker John W. Muir and family.

Edgewood is more than the ''old-fashioned, hospitable, warm-hearted Kentucky home'

that it has been described, The Hardin family who built it were participants in some of the
most vital issues affecting Kentucky and the nation. The history of the family and the
house gives a broad understanding and perspective of life in Kentucky in an earlier age.
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