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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent d Good £T] Foir Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered O Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved Krj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Watts Station was a combined freight depot witha a passenger waiting 
room and was the model for the stations at La Habra, Glendora and. Covina. 
It is representative of the wood frame construction used in the new towns 
clustering around Los aAngeles in the early IQQC's.

The present structure has been converted to commercial use, but its 
original design, when constructed in 190'!, included Doric columns, a 
wrought iron ticket window and a broad portico.

The exterior is in a deteriorating condition and is in need of repaJ.r 
but the basic structure of the building is sound.

The roofing, indicative of 1900 Victorian style, common to that period, 
has handcraf ted. rafters and eaves 'Which today are seldom found in the 
construction of commercial buildings. The line of the roof in addition 
to its Victorian style is reminiscent of the r~reene and Clreene architects 
flair found in the Pasadena area.

Presently, minor interior partitions nave existed that were added for 
commercial retail use. These partitions are easily removable. The 
northerly facade was originally an open arcade accommodating the ticket 
windows. These openings are enclosed with glass sash and boarding.
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [Pi Education r—] Political 

I I Engineering 

| | Industry 

| | Invention 

|~1 Landscape

Architecture 

[ | Literature

Q Military 

Music

| | Prehistoric

O Historic

| | Agriculture

[yl Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

Efl Communications

| | Conservation

Q Religion/Phi- 

losophy

|| Science

[~~| Sculpture

I | Social/Human 

itarian

O Theater

FT] Transportation

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A symbol of the decentralized pattern of growth of Los Angeles, it 
reflects an important aspect of the city's social histary. Tlie station 
was the "°irst building of importance on I lain Street (now 103rd Street) 
in the new community of watts. The community came about not through- 
direct long rap.ro planning hut as a result of the establishment of a 
station by a major industrial, giant. The subsequent development followed 
the old thesis of suppl and demand brinin forth the communit of

"Land, was donated for a suburban railroad station beside the 
right-of-way on which the Pacific Electric Railroad Company 
was building a line to Long Beach. Julia -i. Vatts and "1.11. 
karris subdivided acreage ...while "aorge J. Ley marked off 
streets and lots...

hhatts tracts were small and staked out in the greatest 
acsaible number of lots. H'ouse lots averaged 2^ y: 130 
feet. They were advertised, as cottage situs for working 
a&n and had ? particular appeal for young marrie"" couples 
froTn cities in the e-st. .. .Tbo I-a rifle klectric Station 
was the focal point for the community. Lined along the 
mo:ur'. street east and west of the station wore a. general 
store, a dry goods store which, also housed the ~oost office, 
several small groceries and a hardware sto:~e.

The pacific Electric Comaany was a maior fa.ctor in the 
de"rGlo;vment of k'atts,. not only as a means of transportation 
to Jobs and markets in. the city '-UIQ ;;,o recreation at the 
hc-a/;hes i, or'-. as 3 Rourcf' of ovrroloyr.ient. korkmcn la~rina track 
f'"r ^.re fo,n^ing net.work of I'. 1"!, lines lived rri V-\ "•g i-,- r a; -r ii-i 
1:" vi'.-'v'Sin."- furnishad, by the railroad, Theg- lived in the 
C ;T.'.r,r-, ry houses until they bag earned T.oney to ^uiy homes in 
the camaunitv of k"atts, n



Fact Sheets on Historic-Cultural norwments, Cultural Heritage Board 
Of Los Angeles (page 22)

"Watts: A Legacy of Lines," by Pat Adler, Westways, August, 1966

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW 

NE

SE

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THii LtiMTUR PQIN I OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
° b6 ' '

Degrees Minutes Seconds

"n n ° 1)1 TI "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3«3ll 3 C T6 S

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR
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STATE: CODE COUNTY

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Clyde H. Grimes, Board Member n
ORGANI ZATION

TTatts Station £ Development Foundation

DATE

June 20, 15/72
STREET AND NUMBER:

c/o 111 1.0 Crenshaw Blvd., ^100
CITY OR TOWN:

Los Angeles California 90019 06

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National |~1 ,,^tate CH
•-£-, \

Name

Title State Historic Preservation Offic

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

/}

//MJ;'f AI/M (It/lAV d/L

Associate Director, Professional
MAR 1 5 19/4 Services

D-ate

ATTEST:

er

Date 16 1973 Date

GPO 931-894
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The * ;'.itt:; station continued to be a comrm.tn.it;;' .focal poirt until 
the termination of the T:acific IX!.GC trie's inter1 .irban ra.ilroa.ri 
service in 1'>->!. The station still stands as a reminder cf the 
origin of the comniinit"^ or '"atts.

The C'omrn.inity l.<?development F'lc.n for the rehabilitation of Tratt 
irdioater- retaining the "^ttr-- Station in its original location 
'•Tith P o'^tin^.ons park connecting the Cirnon Rodia To?.rerp creati 
a, ciilt/vr^l center.
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