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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort San Jose is located on a hill hetween Umatac and Fouha
Bays, to militarily dominate both bays. Currently, little is
known about the original appearance of Fort San Jose.

At present, the fort measures approximately seventy-two
feet by thirty-two feet with existing walls up to four feet
in height only at the extreme ends. A watch tower or magazine
thirty-six feet to the southeast of the fort measures twenty-
two feet by ten and one half feet and has walls as high as five
feet. The fort proper is a wide semicircle with the remains of
two feet thick walls at ground level.
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was in ruins.

Fort San Jose was probably the second fort constructed
in the Umatac area to protect the harbor. When it was con-
structed in 1802-1805 by Governor Blanco, it was located
high on a hilltop to command both Umatac Bay on the south
and the mission at Fouha Bay to the north. The fort was
mentioned by Freycinet in 1818. However by the 1850's, it
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Parks and Recreation Resources Division
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January 8, 1974
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
fofth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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