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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Keogh, as originally designed and constructed, was an unusual post being one of

the few diamond shaped posts. It was built with no stockade. The commandant's house

was at the west point of the diamond, and the officers' quarters were formed on both sides
It was well constructed though the area lacked the beauty of some of the Montana posts.

The original site included six large barracks buildings for infantry and cavalry, quarters
for the Commanding Officer and accommodations for 26 officers and their families, plus

a bakery, granary, storehouse, guardhouse, hospital, stables, and corral. The officers'
quarters were fine examples of homes, and the enlisted barracks were better than the men
were used to. The post also had a library and a billiard hall. The fort, as originally
constructed, comprised sixty major buildings in 1877.

The only buildings remaining, of significant value historically, are two former officers'
quarters, : ‘ These structures appear to have had no major alterations over
the years. Some interior fixtures were removed for use in a like building which was movec
and restored at the museum site in Miles City, Montana. ,

Present condition of the buildings is rather poor. Exterior wood surfaces are weathered
with rotting prevalent. Roofs of wood shingles are no longer effective. Foundations were
originally inadequate and rotting or settling at ground surface has occurred. Thus,
floors are not 1eve1 and other interior walls and ceilings are badly cracked with falling
plaster. _ ‘

[ TP . ~ -

Buildings involved are carried on U. S. Department of Agr1cu1ture, ARS 1nventory as
numbers. 2AB,. 5AB, - ‘ : CrRwgnaey

st d 5.
With, the exceptlon of Bulldlngs 2AB and 5AB, all of the orlglnal sixty bulldlngs have
been destroyed. These buildings were destroyed over the years as they deteriorated
and became useless and/or dangerous. Buildings contained in the original diamond-shaped
fort area were those used as living quarters for officers and enlisted men and buildings
such as the hospital, bakery, storehouse, library, and billiard hall.

No archeological work has been done on the building sites.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On July 22, 1876, Congress approved construction of Fort Keogh near what is now Miles City
Montana. Fort Keogh was one of two such forts authorized by Congress for construction

in Montana to protect settlers and emigrants from Indian attack. Construction materials
were hauled up the Yellowstone River by steamboat and construction started in 1877 and
continued through 1878.

The fort served the purpose for which it was intended and the soldiers of the fort were
used to put down Indian uprisings including the final defeat of Chief Joseph and the
‘Nez Perce Indians in 1877. This was the last major Indian War in Montana.

The fort stood as a symbol of the government's determination to eliminate the Indian
menace. Hundreds of Indians, including scouts, warriors and their families, trailed into
Keogh and surrendered. The Indians were taught agriculture by George Youkam, an I1linois
farm boy, who was an army recruit. The Indians raised an enormous garden at Keogh in
1877, harvesting 1,000 bushels of potatoes, 1,000 melons, 1,000 heads of cabbage and
.4,000 summer squash.. y L ‘ ‘

Fort Keogh was, for a time, Montana's largest fort. In 1878, some 36 officers and 7564
enlisted men were stationed there. The fort served until 1900, at which time it became

a remou?t station. The location was ideal with Miles City, one of the horse centers of
the world.

Milestown sprang up next to Tongue River Barracks and the small settlement stayed when
the post moved a mile away. The town was named for Colonel Miles, the Post Commander.
Milestown Tater became Miles City and grew to be one of the legendary cowboy towns of
the West. Miles City is now a cattle and horse center of great importance.

After 1908, Fort Keogh was converted to a livestock experimental station of the
U. S. Department of Agriculture and remains so at this time.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The precise size and location of the fort site are not known.. Over, the years:the
demolition of the buildings and disturbance of the land surface by farming have
erased all reference points. The location has been established as accurately as ...
possible and the size is believed to have been approximately 10 acres. No records
or maps exist in the Department of Agriculturecvering the original fort. We have
been advised that records and maps do exist in the National Archives, Washington, D. C.
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