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1. Name of Property
historic name Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic District

other names/site number New Citv or High Rocks

2. Location

street & number Butler, Canal. Church. Countv, Ives. iVlain, IVlendon. Old IViendon. N/A not for publication
and School Streets ,

city or town Blackstone \ ] _ _N/A Vvicinity

state Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zip code 01504

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*nominatlon
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Aheets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide™locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Manature of certifying official/Tite Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director ' Date
.Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

hejeby certify that this property is: . Date of Action
entered in the National Register Ent_ersd In
* See continuation sheet. Rational

« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes ss “ppj") :=,',. (Check only one box)

X private; »»>~=1t)uilding(s)
X public-local or-0-'n eee (X district "
_ public-State

_ public-Federal structure '

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: department store, warehouse
SOCIAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: fire station

EDUCATION: school

RELIGION: religious facility, church related
RECREATION & CULTURE: marker/monument
INDUSTRY: mill, warehouse

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from Instructions)

MID 19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate, Queen Anne
EARLY 20TH CENTURY: Colonial Revival

Narrative Description n

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
54 20 buildings
1 sites
7 1 structures
1 obiects
63 21 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single and multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant
RECREATION & CULTURE: marker/monument

outdoor recreation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite. BRICK. CONCRETE
walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingle, BRICK, STONE,

roof ASPHALT. STONE: slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic District includes sixty-three contributing buildings,
dructures, dtesand object that together comprise the residentid, ingtitutional, commercial and
industrial nineteenth century holdings of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. The districtis
dtuated in Blackstone Village, the southem mogt part of the ten and one-haf squere mile Town of
Blackstone. Blackstone Village and the Blackstone Manufacturing Company are on the Blackstone
River which waes pivotal in the development of this and other nineteenth century industria villages
between Worcester, Massachusetts and Providence, Rhode Idand.

The district is bound on the south by the Blacksone River and the State line and on the west by later
twentieth century residentia development. Northwest of the New City Bridgeis Main Street and eedt
of the bridge is an area displaying a change in deveopment pattems north of the Common. On the
eed dde the district is bordered by twentieth century commerciad Blackstone the development of n
which was not directly rdated to the Blacksone Manufacturing Company. The areaincluded in this
digtrict is condgent with Blackstone Manufacturing Company records and inventories as well as mgps

which clearly define properties congructed and/or owned by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company
during the nineteenth century.

The district is divided visually, geographicdly and historically into two arees The first was the core
of the early Blackstone Manufacturing Company with the stes of mill buildings between the
Blackstone River and Cand Street, Cand and Main Streets and the housing north of the mill dtes on
Main, Mendon, Church and Middle Streets, and the Common with institutional development.

The sscond area of the historic district is residentia in nature and is confined to what was
characterized by awoodsy rocky areareferred to in early records as New City and later as High
Rocks. It is south and west of Factory Pond and west of the Main Streat bridge (once called the New
City Bridge) crossing a branch of the Blackstone River and north of the Rhode Idand border. The
entire areg, once owned by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company extended eedt to the Blackstone
River and Rolling Dam and was divided into house lots by the Company in 1847. However, the
Blackstone Manufacturing District includes only the five blocks of development on Butler, County,
and lIves which were centrd to the Blacksone Manufacturing Company and nearly all properties
congmcted by 1866. With the exception of isolated examples the rest of the area was not devdoped
until the twentieth century.

Throughout the district mogt properties are built a the road edge with minimal setback. Many of the
tenements are Sted with a gable end to the dreat and center entrances on the ddes. Some of the
sngle family dwellingshave a dightly degper setback than the multiple family tenements  District
boundaries follow property boundaries including the large 11.89 acre ste of the industrial buildings of
the Blackstone Manufacturing Compary which is bordered by the Blackstone River and one of its
branches on the south and west, and by the railroad on the north and eest. The only exception isthe

(continued)
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parcd, 24-34 Mendon Stregt which is squared off with a continuation of the reer 1ot lines of 20 and 22
Mendon Street. Nearly all parts of Blackstone directly related to and devdoped by the Blackstone
Manufacturing Company are included in the district. The exceptions are two 1860s superintendents
houses on Mendon Street and the Blackstone Cemetery both located farther north on Mendon Street.

Another area of Blackstone Village, proposed for Nationa Regiger listing is known as Famum's Gate,
an area asxodaed with the development of a ssoond substantia complex of mills eedt of the
Blackstone Manufacturing Company owned by Wedcome and Darius Famum. It isa smdll twenty-four
property district all of which are contributing but one. Also proposed for listing on the National
Regider are resources rdated to the Blackstone Cand, for which the nominationis prepared by
Virginia Fitch of Public Archaeology Laboratory. The Canad Nomination, which incorporates all
resources directly reated to the Blackstone Cand in Massachusdts, includes some of the same
resources as this nomination a the Blacksone Manufacturing Company site.

The Blackstone Manufacturing Company District, today, is marked by nineteenth and twentieth
century industrialization and urbanization of closdy Stuated housing. Main Street, the railroads which
cut through the district, and modem conveniences such as Sdewdks and tdephone and dectric wires.
The only open goece is the dte of the mill buildings which were demolished in 1904, scattered vacant
lots, and open area around the school and church on Mendonand School Streets. The mill dtearea
hes remained open with the exception of a swimming pool, a low concrete building congmected in the
1960s and tennis courts. The bank of the Blackstone River is characterized by secondary growth,
somb trees, and some abutment walls of the former Bandwagon Bridge crossing. Wes of the
Bandwagon Bridge crossing are remnants of atailrace a the dte of the 1840 mill building complex
and awide and degp power cand isvisible in baween the 1809 and 1840 mill building dtes. The
view from the Main Sireet Bridge looking south shows awidening of the Blackstone River spur which
flows under the bridge and aong the westem boundary of the company dte to rejoin with themain
flow of the River. Projecting to the eet from this spur towards the Ste of the mill buildingsisthe
beginning of the heedraces for the mills' power. Atthe end of the our where it rgjoinswith the
Blackgtone River is a brick turbine engine house built inthe 1970s replacing earlier housing first usd
when the Blackstone Manufacturing Company moved to the Rhode Idand dstein 1903. The State I|ne
cuts acrass the dte north of this turbine housing which is not included in the district.

Residentid buildingsin the district range from two and one-haf gory tenements to one and one-half
dory Greek Revivd dngle family dwellings. Mogt are of wood constmction many of which have
been covered with synthetic siding. There are six brick buildings all of which are resdentiad and two
gone buildings, a gore and gorehouse.  The predominant style is Gresk Reviva with only minimal
detail such as boxed comices, retums, comer pogts, and molded window surrounds.

(continued)
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Buildings ad dtes date from 1809 with most congmcted by 1866. The only twentieth century
congtruction isthe Blackstone Inn of ca 1920, the railroad bridges of 1903, 1908 and 1917 and five
non-contributing buildingsof the late 1900s At leadt forty of the buildings were constmcted by the
Company with much of the work inthe 1840s to 1860s done by locd craftsmen Charles Aldrich and
Allen Chas

Modem intmsions besdes sheds and garages include six resdences of samdler scde than mogt
buildings inthe district and the low modem building and smctures on the ste of the Blackstone
Manufacturing Company. The setbacks of the non-contributing residences, built outside the period of
significance, is condgent with the rest of the district and the impact isminimal. Although built within
the period of sgnificance and retaining historical significancethere are deven buildings which have
been listed as non-contributing due to their lack of integrity caussd by modemization and remova of
defining features such as fenedtration, trim and original siding. Other buildings which retain defining
features and fenestration pattems but are covered with synthetic siding are listed as contributing
becausethey are important components of the historical devdopment of the area and the architectural
integrity could be restored.

The dates of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company buildings have been determined by correlating
the information in the Company records a the Rhode Idand Historical Society with mep research.
From the rental records one can tell when most buildings were put into service particularly if they
have more than one dwelling unit, all of which are listed for the first timetogether. Building numbers
as pat of the Historic Names on the District Data Shedt are derived from the 1841 Cushing map
(updated in 1850) of the holdings of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. The numbers directly
relate to the company records of buildings from the 1830s A numbering sysem was used in company
records from 1809. While there is no indication of a change inthat sysem, the 1828 Phdps Map and
the 1831 Metcalf magp show buildings on Middle and Church which have high numbers on the 1841
map and no buildings on Mendon and the esst end of Cand which have low numbers on the 1841
map. The lack of correlation between numbering and the 1828 Cand Map and the 1841 Cushing Map
may indicate that buildings were moved for the 1828 cand constmction or there was a change in
numbering. Records from 1835 on show adirect corrdation between the building numbers on the
Cushing Map and those inthe records.  Further investigation of the Company records may provide
more conclusive evidence about numbering of buildings from 1809.

According to the records all residentia buildings in this development area were congmcted by 1836,
thus the ca 1835 date has been given to buildings which do not gopear on the 1828 Cand Map and do
gopear on the 1841 Cushing Map. Buildings congtructed after 1850 have bean identified by more
thorough Blackstone Manufacturing Company records describing location, Sze and use of specific
buildings. A description of the types of buildings inthe digtrict follows.

(continued)
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Multi-Familv Companv Built Housing

Using the identification described above there were fifteen tenements constmcted by 1810 of which
only three gppear to be inthe same location according to the mep reseerch.  Displaying a tenement
block plan which was used throughout the first couple of decedes are 124-126 Cand Strest (Map #
10/144), 128 Cand Strest (Map# 10/143) and 8-10 Church Stret (Map #10/139, Photograph # 1).
Each is built on a granite foundation and had wood dapboard siding, boxed comices with retums and
corner posts. According to later company records these three buildings were divided in half vertically
0 that each unit hed two and one-haf Sories.

All of the tenement blocks on Church Street (Map# 10/125, 10/149, 10/136, 10/126. 10/135, 10/150,
Photograph # 2) north of Main Strest and 17-19 Mendon Strest (Map # 10/134) (moved from the
comer of Church and School Strest when the railroad wes laid) and 2-4 Middle Strest (Map # 10/123)
were built circa 1820 by which time there were twenty-three tenement blocks. All gopeer to have
been divided into four units. They display a plan of six-bay facades with entrances in each of the end
bays =0 that each unit isthree bays wide on each floor with a 9de gairhal entry. The exception is
23-25 Church Strest (Map # 10/150, Photograph # 2) which is similar to the best preserved Main
Stret blocks described below. Most of these ca 1820 blocks have been subgtantialy dtered in some
casss significantly compromising the architecturd integrity.

Tenements a 13 Old Mendon Strest (Map #08/56), 2-4 Old Mendon Strest (Map #10/141). 57
Mendon Street (Map #08/55) buih by 1836 have single center chimneys, gable endsto the dreet with
paired entrances cantered inthe gable front dreet facade on the odd numbered sde of the dreet, and
end entrances on a six-bay facade a 2-4 Mendon Streat (gable end facesMain Street). Each of these
was divided into four units horizontally and verticaly as is determined by the renta records which
refer to the upper north quarter or the lower west quarter, etc.

Continuing in the sametenement block plan but divided only in half vertically so that each unit had
two and one-half sories are 4-6 Church Srrest (Map #10/142, Photograph # 1) and 213-215. 217-219,
221-223. and 225-227 Main Sirest (Map#10/130, 10/129, 10/128, 10/127, Photograph # 3) all buih
between 1828 and 1836. The bet presarved dregtscepe are those on Main Street west of Church
Street.  All four display four-bay geble endsfacing Main Street with centered entrances on eaech of the
twofive-bay 9des. Each has two interior chimneys, one for eech dwelling unit built around the
chimney. Unadomed comer posts, boxed comices and retums are retained on these tenement blocks
eech of which was divided into two units one on the north sde and one on the south sde of the
building. There are two windowsin each gable pegk indicating some half-story gpece in the attic,
however, there are no dormers or trgp monitorsto indicate expanded use of this goace

(continued)
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Also built by 1836 are the tenement blocks on Cand Strest which have afour-bay gable end facing
the dreet, and five-bay center entrance facades on each Sde 0 that each entrance provides aooess to
two units per Sde. The tenements a 112-114 and 116-118 Cand Strest (Map #8/58 and 8/57) esch
have two interior chimneys and that a 105 Cand Strest (Map# 8/70) has a center chimney.

The final multi-family housing constmcted inthis core area of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company
(after development had begun inNew City) was the six-unit brick Overseers Block (1861, 24-34
Mendon Street, Map # 09/90, Photograph # 4). Although previously thought to have been built in the
1840s it does not appear on the Cushing Map updated in 1850 nor the 1854 Walling and there is an
1861 note inthe Company recordswhich mentions the "new brick block on Mendon Street” having six
units although four are listed as occupied in May 1861 and the additional two in May 1864. Thisis
consistent with the constmction inwhich there are two units on thenorth endwith more elaborate
interior detail and a brick interior wall which clearly once was an exterior wall. Thetwo and one-half
story brick block with msticated granite foundation has paired entry doorswith central brick pilasters
and flanking side lights. Windows have four-over-four lights setinwood frames with dressed granite ' i
lintels. There are six pediment dormers each with paired sash. Each dwelling unit has an entrance
hall with heavy newel and bannister on stairs to second floor, two rooms front and back and an added
kitchen intherear ells added in the late 1800s. There arethree rooms on the second floor and half
finished garret space of one or two rooms inthe half story above. Each unit hastrim of molded door
surrounds, chair rails, and a built in bookcase inthefront room and a china cupboard in the dining
room. * o\ -S

The area of New City-High Rocks, across Factory Pond west of the mills and eadt of the section of the
Blackstone River with the Rolling Dam, was laid into house lots in 1847 including Duncan and Tripp
Strests which are no longer extant and were south of the Sate line in Rhode Idand. The first
constmction included four- and eight-unit tenement blocks on Buitler, Ives, and Goddard Streets. The
tenement & 9-11 Ives Strest (ca 1848, Map# 10/105, Photograph # 5), owned by former mill
uperintendent MatthiasM . Nelson, was divided into eight units horizontally and vertically. The
tenement block on a granite foundation retains plain wood trim with atered windows, however,
evidence of the origina six-over-six windowsis found in the geble peek. There are two entrance
doors centered on eech 9de. The building is similar in construction details to earlier tenement blocks
eed on Main Siredt, however these later properties houssd many more families. Built in 1853 is 16-
18 Ives Strest (Map # 10/92) which hes the wide gable end fronting on the dreet and five-bay center
entrance ddes each with two dormers which are mentioned inthe original constmction notes. Some of
the six-over-sx sseh remain. The other two tenemeantt blocks on Ives Strest were built in the 1860s,
13-15 Ives Strest (Map # 10/104, Photograph # 5) to replace one of Nelson's tenements which hed
bumed in 1854 and 12-14 Ives Strest (Map# 10/94) which was divided into four units.

(continued)
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In the 1860s saverd brick blockswere built by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company in addition to
the Overssers Block mentioned above.  Contracts with Charles Aldrich for the woodwork and Kelly
and Ferce for the brick work affirm the 1866 dates of construction for the long twelve unit brick

block a 28-38 Butler Strest (Map #10/104, Photograph # 6) and the three tenement block a 26 Butler
Strest (Map# 10/108, Photograph # 6) as well as savera no longer extant brick and stone tenements
on Duncan and Tripp Streats. The long brick block is larger than that on Mendon Street built in 1861.
The Butler Street block hes taller pogtsthus taller main facade wallsallowing for athird tier of

amdler windows on the main facade in place of the dormers found in the Ovarsears Block.

Each of the six entrance doors led to two units, one up and one down with the garret goace split
between the two units. In the rent records a note gppears across the ledger (M SS9/Subgroup 1/Saries
D/Vol 671) stating "lower tenements have two back attic rooms aso closet in attic entry”).
Presumably this attic goace was additional degping goecefor each tenement.

The three-unit block on the comer of Butler and Ives is described in detail in the Company records es

i having two gories and an attic on the eest end and one story and attic on the west end to

i? ' accommodate for the dope of the land. The tenement has two chimneys a the ridge, a Sde hall

S entrance in the geble front facing Butler Strest and granite sills and lintels enframing the wood framed
seh. The front and rear stairhals are articulated by the fenedtration pattem.

On County Street there is atwo-unit brick dwelling built in 1866 dso. At 18-20 Countv Street (Map
#10/73, Photograph # 7) isthe four-bay geble roof two-unit dwelling with twin chimneys, centered
entrance doors, paired front windows, and small square second-gtory windows.

The last known residentia building constmcted by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company in
Blackstone was the Blackstone Inn (ca. 1920, Map #10/90) aso known &s the Duncan Inn & 8 Butler
Street. 1t replaced wood tenements by 1923 and is included in the 1925 inventory of the company
buildings. The long two and one-half sory brick building hes afive-baycentra section with flanking

*  symmetrical recessed ells. Some original fenestration displays nine-over-nine sseh with ssgmental
arched openings.

V  Single - Familv Companv Housing T I o !

; Only afew dwdlingsinthisdistrict were built as sngle family reddences. The two most prominent
are the Parsonage (1836, 20 Mendon Street, Map # 09/88, Photograph # 8) and a similar style house a

. 22 Mendon Strest sometimes referred to as the Heedmadgters House (1836, Map # 09/89, Photograph #
8) dthough never in the Company records  Both are well defined gable front Greek Revival dwellings
with monumental columns supporting the projecting templar gable pediment. Each house istwo and
one-hdf dories with two-story sde dlsflanking the original gable block. Wood dapboards are
retained on the Parsonage while the Headmeger's House has been covered with auminum siding

(continued)
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except for the flush board planking in the pediment and protected front wall under the projecting
pediment which are wood.

On County Street there are two single family dwellingsbuilt by the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company. The brick resdencesa 11 and 16 Countv Strest (Map # 10/87 and 10/78, Photograph # 7)
were built in 1866 when other brick buildingswere erected inNew City. Both ae gable front Greek
Revival dwellingswith dde hall entrance, pared first-story windows and two gable pegk windows.

Non-Companv Housing

Some resdences were built by individuals who purchased |and from the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company. In saverd ingances tenaments were built and later sold badk to the Company. An example
is 12 Butler Street (ca. 1850, Map # 10/91) owned by S W. Esting until 1866 and 4 Countv Street
(ca 1850, Map # 10/83A) owned by Aree Paine. Ore of the best preserved multi-family dwellingsis
a 2 Butler Street (ca 1848, Map #10/77, Photogrgph # 9) which hed the grocery store of B.N.&
A.M.Paine inthe first gory and dwelling units above. Today the seven-bay, two and one-haf gory
block retains its wood dapboard siding, the wide comer boardswhich carry the wide entablature with

, beeded and boxed comice and the Gresk Revival pilagters flanking the center entrance and supporting
a projecting molded lintel.

Seveard single family resdences ae scattered on County and Ives Streets, mogt built in the mid 1800s.
Ore of the only Gresk Revival cottages in the Cgpe Cod tradition isfound a& 14 Countv Street (ca
1850, Map # 10/79, Photogrgph # 7). Thefive-bay one and one-hdf story dwelling is constmcted on
a granite block foundation. Other modest single family dwellingsare found & 9 and 24 Countv Stret
(ca 1850, Magp # 10/88 and 10/17) and 4 and 8 lves Street (ca. 1850, Map # 10/98 and 10/96). Each
digplays a gable front dde hal entrance plan with one and one-haf gories and smple Gresk Revival
trim. They were built inthe 1850sand 1860s

A few houseswere built & the tum of the century including 4 Butler Street (Map #10/82, Photogregph
# 9) which is a geble front center entrance dwelling with well detailed Quean Anne wrap porch buih

N between 1898 and 1903. At 10 Ives Stret (Map # 10/93) is a substantially atered dwelling with store
fi-ont aso buih between 1898 and 1903. The domegtic scale of this residential/commercia
building is in kegping with the neighborhood.

Non-Resdentiad Buildings

Nearly all of the non-resdentia buildings in this district were built by the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company for the use of the mill workers. The Congregational Church (1836, School Street, Map #
10/131, Photogreph # 10 and 11) isthe earliest surviving example. Built in 1836 a the sametime as
the Greek Revival Parsonage and Headmagter's House, the church dso displays the Gregk Revival

(continued)
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sylewith itstemplar gable front supported by four lonic columns. The mestinghouse hes asquare
tower with spire.

The two extant gone buildings are represmtative of many gone propearties congmaed by the
Blackstone Manufacturing Company. Buih in 1843 is The Arcade Hall (Map # 10/137, Photograph #
12) a 214 Main Sredt. The three and one-half dory gable roof gmcaure digplaysrandom ashlar
granite walls and atwedve bay facade facdng Main Sreg. Oncethe building had a projecting two-
dory porch with doors up and down in bays2, 5, 8and 11. The porch no longer exigs but the doors

remain. TheArcade is built into the dope of the land 90 that it is only two and one-half gories a the
rear.

The other extant sone building, the BMC Storehouse. (1844, Map# 10/112[a)) is on the mill parcd a
the end of Old Mendon Strest and bordered by Cand Sireet and the railroad. The long two and one-
half story building hes small window openings, ssgmenta arched entrances and brick corbelling a the
comice. The mdticated granite block building hes dressed granite quoins, lintels and sills. A string
course of corbelling details the eaves and the round oculus window inthe geble ends. The railroad
embankment iswithin five feet of the building and is level with the sscond gory making the first story
doors non-functional. Clearly it wes originally built to be sarved by the Blackstone Cand (1828-1848)
which was replaced by the railroad in 1849.

Other Blackstone Manufacturing Company buildings included schools. 1n 1853 the New Citv School
(Map # 10/110, Photograph # 11 and 13) was built & 9 Butler Strest.  In spite of dterations the large
rectangular block form with hipped roof, cupola, axd some Itdianate omamentation isretained. The
mog prominent feature isthe wide raking and bracketed comice and the boldly carved and cut
brackets supporting the doorhood. The mixed vinyl and shingle siding detracts from thevisual
integrity of this building. 1n 1867 the BMC gave the town land to build The Blackstone High School
(25 Mendon Road, Map # 10/1867, Photograph # 11 and 13), better known as the Grammar School
for itslater use, on the comer of Mendon and School Streets. The same early carpenters Charles
Aldrich built the school under the guidance of atown building committee. The three and one-half
dory four-bay gable end Italianate building retains its heavily bracketed pediment and comice,
pandlled pilasters, and heavy door lintels. Fenedration hes been dtered and some details such as
bracketed lantem have been removed. -.

In 1895 the Town built afirehouseon land leesad from the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. The
Blackstone Fire House (200 Main Strest, Map # 10/145) is atwo-story hipped roof shingled building
on abrick foundation. The wideroof overhang is omamented with brackets and wide pilasters
reminiscent of local Gresk Revival architecture.

(continued)
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Stmctures and Landscepe

The most significant landscgpe inthe digtrict is the Ste of the mill buildings south of Canal Street.
Themill ste (Map# 10/112) isthe largest parcd inthe district and includes nearly twelve aores & the
edge of the Blackstone River as well as an adjoining one-acre parcd (Map# 10/115) once part of
Blackstone Manufacturing Company. Today the Ste is characterized by open gpeoss of overgrown
grass and a dirt road surface, the Stone Storehouse (1844, Map # 10/112[4]), a concrete modem
building (ca. 1860, Map #10/112[b]), tennis courts and a swimming pool behind the modem building.
The locations of the mill buildings, the road bed to the Band Wagon Bridge, and the heed and tail
races ae visible. Evidence indudes remnants of the raised road surface now grassed over, the
abutment wallsof the bridge, and the sone power cands dll articulating the development of this site.
As mentioned above, the 1844 sone warehouse remains a the northem mos edge of the parcd
immediately adjacent to and eest of the Old Mendon Street entrance to the property. The parcd is
bordered on the west by a branch or sour of the Blackstone River which is routed from the Rolling
Dam north to Factory Pond and southeest to this Ste beow which it rejoinswith the Blackstone River.
The northwest comer of this property isthe ste of the first 1809 mill building and one can visuaize
the path of the heed race a this point, dthough remnants of drylaid sone are not seen.  South of this
is the 1979 hydrodlectric dam (Map # 10/112[c]).

On an adjacent parcd, once part of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company mills land and just below
the dam, is a power cand remnant (Map# 10/115[a], Photogreph 14). The sonewallslining this
power cand have bean reinforced with concrete and the bed of the cand is now overgrown with vines
and trees. There is apipe a the end of this cand which drains to the tailrace a the River'sedge

This tailrace (Map# 10/115[b], Photograph # 15) gopearsto be in the location of the tailraces for the
1840 mill complex built near the river edge and located between these two remnants.

The only planned open gpecesin this district are the Common (Photograph #11) surrounding the
church and school and the smdll triangle known as Lincoln Square between Main, Butler, and County
Stregts which isthe dte of the 1919 World War | Monument (Map # 920, Photograph # 9). This
latter greensward is edged by granite curbing and hes some evergreens and a couple of deciduous trees
with the large upright boulder monument with plague commemorating the World War | Blackstone
veterans... o o Oge . -, e N , o oo
Properties bordering the north sde of Ives and south Sde of County between Butler and Washington
Streets have extended open goace behind which had been planned as Brown Street but was never built.
Thus this wide expanse of open goacewas the site of many bams and sheds of which only a few
remain. The open area on the eed 9de of Butler dopesto the river and the site of the former mill
buildings, however, mog of this area is not included in the district due to the lack of identifiable
resources on those parcels. > ¥

O\ R,

(conti nued)
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The district is marked by two railroad lineswhich cut diagonally through and are devated with
abutment wallsand bridges existing & the core of the district. Atthe mill Ste gate isthe Old
Mendon Street Bridge (1903, Map #914). Itisa29 foot deck plate girder bridge. Severd bridges of
the Norfolk County Railroad soen roads inthe district. The Caines Court New Y ork and New
England Railroad Bridge (1908, Map # 906) is a nineteen foot deck plate girder bridge and nearby is
the Cand Street Norfolk Countv Railroad Bridge (1917, Map # 907), a 109 foot deck plate girder
bridge. AtMain Street only the New York and New England Rail Road Abutments (1917, Map #

913) survive. All of the railroad crossings replace bridges which were originally built in 1848 and
1850 and were of wood constmction.

The oldest bridge dte isthe Bandwagon Bridge Site (Map # 904), mentioned above, where Old
Mendon Street crossed the Blackstone River into Rhode Idand. Here part of the abutments remain to
remind us of that crossing which pesssd through the middle of the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company mill buildings site and was the major crossing until the mid 1800s Also the roadbed
approaching this dte isvisible and in line with Old Mendon Strest on which gpproaches the entrance
of the site.

, oo N=, .S, ., oo 'j'/\_' e o N *o oy e

Archaeologica Description '

While no prehistoric dtes are currently recorded inthe digtrict, or inthe generd area (within one
mile), it ispossble that Stesae presant. Prehistoric Ste concentrations have bean identified
dsawhere dong the Blackstone River and itstributaries, both in Massachusatts and Rhode Idand. In
Blackstone, only one dte isrecorded for the entire town, probably the result of underreporting. Thet
gte lies on the eest bank of the Mill River, & the northem end of the now-damnmed Harris Pond. The
physica charecteristics of the district include well-drained level to moderatdly doping terraces with
ledge in dose proximity to wetlands. These characterigtics indicate favorable locational criteria for
Native American subssence and settlement activities. Wetlands in the district include the main
channd of the Blackstone River and a Blackstone River branch channd that flows through the district
and meststhe main river channd a the southem end of the district.  Given the above information and
the gze of the district (approximately 30 acres), it is probable that prehistoric Stesare presat;
however, because of intense industrial and rdlated residentid development, the potential for significant
prehistoric recoveries islow to moderae.

A high potential exigs for the recovery of historic archaeological resources inthe district. Stmctura
remans and related features from the 18th and early 19th century farmsthat predated industrial
devdlopment in the village are the earliest potential historic resources inthe area Mogt 19th and 20th
century resources in the area ae the direct result of the development of two textile companies the
Blackstone Manufacturing Company (BMC), which begin in 1808, and the Darius Famum Mills,
which dateto 1825. The latter mills are located outsde the district and primary influenced some
resdentia growth inthe area The Blackstone Manufacturing Company was the major force behind
mog devdopments inthe district. A portion of the Blackstone Cand, a regionally important

(continued)
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trangportation corridor, is dso presant inthe district.

Historic archaeologica resources are presant throughout much of the proposed district and are
discussed inthistext. The major force, however, for including Criterion D inthis nomination isthe
actua indugtrial facilities for the Blackstone Manufacturing Company and the Blackstone Candl.
Unlike many other industrial aress throughout New England which were destroyed by fire, the mills &
the Blackstone Manufacturing Company ste were intentionally dismantled over atax dispute. Rather
than pay increesad property taxesfor mill buildings, the BMC moved acrossthe river to Rhode Idand
in 1908 and demolished most BMC mill buildingsin the district in 1904 to avoid paying taxes.
Existing smctures and sonework a the dte of the mill buildings between Cand Street and the
Blackstone River indicate that the demolition wes not complete and that portions of one and possibly
two mills remain intact beneath existing ground surfaces. Precise locationa data for the mill buildings
combined with filling, limited intmsions and visualy identifiable sonework relaed to the mills makes
a convincing argument for the surviva of these resources and their integrity.

Stmctural remains from the BMC mill buildingsand related power cands are the most important
resource types between Cand Street and the Blackstone River. The first BMC mill congmcted on the
property was a cotton spring mill, dso known as the Old Stone Mill, built in 1809. That mill weas
congmcted on the northwest portion of the large 12-acre undeveloped parcd lying between Cand
Street and the Blackgone River. The 1809 mill was one of the earlies mills built in the country,
congmcted only 10 years after Sater Mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Idand. The mill was one of the
earliest mills made of gone and 4 gories high. Stmctural remains may survive from this mill,
particularly below ground floors and power candswhich may have mn under the mill. A whed pit
may dso survive. Land surfacesin this area are nearly 30 feet above the level of the Blackstone
River and agpproximately 10 feet above the Blackstone River branch.

The second BMC mill or New Mill and rdated smctures were built in 1840-1841 roughly southeest of
the old mill. Stmctura remains from severd mill buildingsassociated with this mill may survive
intact below severd feet of fill inthisarea New Mill was ds0 condmcted with done quarried from
nearly quarries. A complex network of power cands dso likely survives benegth fills a the BMC

dte. The headrace for the 1809 mill, later dso usad as part of the 1828 Blacksone Cand, survives
reinforced with concrete near the 1889 mill ste. Power for the later 1841 mill or New Mill was dso
apparently diverted from this source, possibly from the tailrace of the earlier mill or the Cand. This
New Mill dso had two talraces that retumed water to the Blackstone River, one of which is visible
today south of the New Mill dte. oy, . L '* -y *FOTF *

The fact that the mills were demolished and the mill stes filled hes previoudy been given as support
for the survival and integrity of portions of the mill stes. The locations of the surviving heed and tail
races dso support this interpretation. First, visualy identifiable survivals of the mill power cands
survive, however, more important is the amount of fill over these resources and the drop ineevation
between the surviving headrace/cand and tail rece. A difference in eevation of approximatey 30 feet

(continued)
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exists between land surfaces & the point where water enters the heedrace/cand and the point where it
leavesthe talrace a the Blackgone River. Approximately 20 to 30 feet of fill exists over the tailrace,
indicating subgtantiad portions of the New Mill may survive. The only modem intmsions inthe area
include a 1960s concrete building, atennis court, and apool. These intmsons were built on fill and
probably did not affect archaeologica survivas of the mill, which likely lie severd feet below the
surface.

Severd additional resource types a0 exist inthis vicinity of the mill Stesdiscussed above. Abutment
walls from the ca 1820 Bandwagon Bridge, which extended old Mendon Strest across the Blackstone
River to Rhode Idand dso survive on the BMC property. Congtmction festuresfi-om the bridge
abutments and the accessroad are aso probably present as indicated by the existing raised road
aurface leading to the bridge locations. Additional mills and mill-related buildings are dso reported in
the vicinity of the 1809 mill; by 1811, however, unlike the resources discussed above, their locations
ae not well documented. These buildingsincluded a saw and grist mill, dye house, machine shops,
bleaching shops, bam, dorehouse, and greenhouss, indicating the potential for avariety of structura

, remains and power-rdlated facilities. Trash depodts should d0 exig in this areardated to industrial

| activitiesa the mills. Wage materia rdaed to mill production as well as discdrded machinery may

have been dumped near the mill rather than incurring the added expense of trangporting the materia

off the dte. Few laws exiged goveming the digposa of industrial waste in the 19th century. Thisfact

combined with the intense industrial use of the area indicates waste depodits should be present.

The only smcture that survives from the BMC mill complex isthe 1844 BMC sorehouse, which lies
a the northem border of the mill Ste property near Cand Street and the railroad bed. That ssmcture
wes built in sone, possibly from the old bleachers, similar to the other BMC mill buildings.
Congtmction features should exist from this building and the railroad embankment next to the mill.
Trash depogits may aso be present neer the building rdated to its use as a dorehouse. Prior to 1895,

N the gone warehouse or gorehousewas a0 used as atype of fire dation where BMC fire gpparatus
wes dored. Archaeologica survivals may dso exist inthe area from this activity.

Another important archaeologica resource inthe area is the Blackstone Cand, which passed just north
of the BMC buildings and the extant sone sorehouse The cand was built in 1828 providing
trangportation for goods built in locd mills. The cand'’s history was short-lived being, replaced by the
railroad in 1847 and closing in 1848. That sameyear, the cand wes filled and Cand Street laid out
over the cand. Archaeologica features and possble smctura remains from the cand prism,
including the cand trench, tow path and embankment, should survive in filled arees under Cand
Street. A portion of the Blackstone Cand is still visibledong the Blackstone River Branch near the
1809 and 1841 mill dtes. The headrace for the 1809 mill weas gpparently modified inthis areaand
incorporated as part of the Blackstone Cand. Dry-laid sonework was reinforced with concrete inthis
aea possibly when the nearby hydro dam and dation were congmcted. The presance of theBMC
dorehouse in this area d <0 indicates that facilities for loading cand boats may dso exist inthislocale.
Archaeologica survivas should aso exist for lock #20 inthe vicinity of the Cand Street/Old Mendon

(continued)
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Street intersection. Survivas of a bridge which gpanned the cand may dso exig a this location.

Beyond the locus of the actud mills, archaeologica resources from residentia constmction and limited
commercid activity may dso survive. Potentid remains from farmgeads that predate and possibly
overlap with early industrial development have bean discussad previoudy. The majority of most
resdential constmction and potentially related archaeologica survivas are the direct result of BMC
congtruction for workers inthe mills. Most housing was multifamily, dthough afew single-family
houseswere dso built. BMC records indicate the presence of multifamily housing in the district in
1809, when 44 families were moved to the village to operate the mill. During the early years of BMC
devd opment, family workers were preferred for the work force; however, sngle workers were dso
present. BMC records from 1809 indicate many families who occupied tenements divided into halves,
quarters, thirds, or sixths in tum rented rooms to single millworkers. Following the depresson of
1837 and subsequent decreese in cloth production, a shift from family workers to more trandent single
workers was made. The number of boardinghouses increesad in regponseto thisshift.

Stmcturd remains from earlier tenement buildings and occupationa-related fegtures (trash pits, privies,
wells) can exigt inthe district locae surrounding the mills. Similar remains inthe New City of the
High Rocks area of the didtrict dateto the mid 19th century and later snce devdopment of New City
was not planned until 1847.

Among 15 tenements congtmcted in the village by 1810, only three gpopear to be in the same location,
indicating severd have bean moved or demolished. Middle Strest, which entersthe district a its
southem end, was the dste of saverd BMC tenements by 1817, none of which are extant today.
Stmcturd remains from the ca 1835 tenement now a 17-19 Mendon Strest may survive & itsorigina
gte a the comer of Church and School Streats, where it was moved when the railroad was constmcted
in the mid 19th century.

In the New City locale, mid 19th century tenement remains may survive inthe vicinity of 13-15 Ives
Strest where atenement bumed in 1854. In 1853 the BMC buih six wood frame housss in the
Butler/lves Street locae, of which only the housesa 20 Butler Strest and 16-18 Ives Street remain.
Severd company-owned brick and gone tenements, no longer extant, were o congmcted on Duncan
and Tripp Streats, some of which may be present archaeologicaly within the district. Two wooden
tenements were &0 replaced by the Blackstone Inn a 8 Butler Sireet.

Limited commercia development was dso presat inthe digtrict, mainly inthe New City locale. A
wheelwright, blacksmith, tinsmith and & lees one grocery dore were clusered inthe Main, Butler and
Goddard Street erea by the mid 1800s  Archaeologica survivasfrom these activities may exist inthe
form of stmctura remains of buildings where the activities took place or from rdated trash deposits.
Outbuildings, an undarrepresanted  resource type in the district, may dso be present throughout the

, digtrict related to tenement gmctures and possible commercid activities.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blackgtone Manufacturing Company Historic Didtrict is a nineteenth century industrial village
comprised of company built housng and institutional buildings representative of atovra which wes
shaped by the textile industry and specifically by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company. The

digtrict includes properties gpanning the life of the Blacksone Manufacturing Company from 1809
through its sdleto the Lonsdae Company in 1924. Intrusions in the form of new unrdated
congtruction are few. Today the digtrict provides a subgtantiad amount of the local housing with
commercid and ingtitutional properties eest of the district boundaries  The Blackstone Manufacturing
Company retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling and association and fulfills
Criteria A, C, and D of the National Regiser of Historic Haces a the local leve.

Blackstone was part of the 1667 Mendon grant and the establishment of the "Quinshapagne’ Plantation
by twenty-three men from Braintree and Weymouth. The first industrial activity in what became the
South Parish of Mendon and later Blackstone is recorded as the smdl 1716 forge of John Richardson
on the Mill River a Forge Pond. The first on-going indugtrid settlement was in 1753 when James
Cargill established a grist mill on Mill River esst of the Mendon Road, now Elm Street. This Ste was
purchesed by Sath Kelly, &. in 1759 from which date Eag Blackstone became a center of local
activity. (Eagt Blackstone Village Historic District National Regiger nomination).

The first meatinghouse in Mendon's South Parish was built & Chestnut Hill, today part of Millville, in
1769. School districts were established in 1799 with seven of the deven in the South Parish.
Sdtlement clusters are found a Eag Blackgtone Village, & Five Comers, a Chestnut Hill which
spaaed as the town of Millville in 1916, and a Blacksione Village. -/

The devdopment of Blackstone Village is directly rdated to and driven by the development of two
textile companies, the Blackstone Manufacturing Company begun in 1808 and Welcome and Darius
Famum's mills from 1825. The richness of the Blacksone River's water power was redized and thus
began the role of Blackstone as an important industrial center in the Blackstone Valley. Prior to that
the Village had been the ste of severd farms.

The Brovm and Ives Manufacturing Company of Providence was the forerunner of the Blackstone
Manufacturing Company with original investors from the parent company including Nicholas Brown
and his son-in-law Thomas Poynton lves and additiona investors, Cyrus and Samud Butler, and Sath
Whegton of Providence's trading house of Butler and Wheaton. In 1804 they purchased two hundred
and sixty aores of land in Massachusetts and Rhode 1dand with the magjority of acreege in Mendon
later to become Blackstone. The extenson of Old Mendon Sirest, the Bandwagon Bridge (Map #

904), waes the main craossing of the Blackstone River betwean Blackstone and Rhode Idand. This main
route between the two dateswes a covered bridge by the mid-nineteenth century. The bridge was
maintained by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company and was located on company property o that
when destroyed inthe 19338 hurricane it was not restored.

(continued)
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Early devdopment of the mill included a dam neer the location of the present Rolling Dam, the Old
Sone Mill on awater privilege formed by the damming of the Blackstone River, and severd
tenements for workers housing by 1809. Construction began in July of 1808 according to Company
records. The cotton spinning mill manufactured twist, filling, threed and yam which supported cottage
industries of hand loom weavers on locd farms.

In the first two years of operations fifteen tenements of four units each were built near the Old Mill on
what ae now Cand Street, Church Stret and Main Street.  In 1811 additiona buildingsincluded a
saw and grist mill, dye house, bam, dorehouse, and greenhouse. By 1814 an additional seven
tenements were added all of which were divided in half or in quarters.  According to Blackstone
Manufacturing Company records, the first tenement to be divided into sixths - with two units of one-
third eech and two of one-sixth each - was built on Middle Strest in 1817. None of the Middle Sreet
tenements remain today. 1n 1826 one tenament, a shoe shop and cooper shop were added and in 1827
the first mentioned brick house was built on Middle Street and split into thirds with one family renting
two-thirds of the dwelling and the other one-third. Additional growth is noted from 1831 to 1836
with more tenements mogt split into quarters, an additional brick house, the medtinghouse, the
Parsonage and adjacent Gresk Revival house, now referred to as the Heedmeaster's House.

The old mill (1809) followed the English progenitors inits utilitarian format of the large rectangular
block of four dories with a centered projecting pavilion and cupola centered on the ridge of themain
block. Later photographs of Blackstone Manufacturing Company's Old Mill show four shallow wide
dormers straddling the ridge in place of a deresory monitor. Thismill building had aregular
fenedtration pattem with the center of the main block consisting of six windows on each sde of the
projecting pavilion and flanking six-bay blocks on the same plane as the center block but having a
distinction in gonework to bresk up the long expanse The flanking six-bay blocks may have been
added to the original mill athough there is no record of major additionto the first mill. Thismill was
one of the earliest congtmcted only a decede after the Sater Mill which was of wood construction.
The gone masonry wallswere preferred for safety reesonsand it is interesting to note that the
Blackstone Manufacturing Company does not record any significant loss from fire. Stones for
constmction were quarried localy according to records.  The mills are no longer extant due to actions
of the Company inretaiation for tax digoutes and a 1903 move to Rhode Island following by
demoalition of al mill buildingson the Massachusdttssite in 1904 . <

Early mills in Rhode Idand and Massachusetts were smctured as "family styl€" budnesses auch as the
andler Sater Mill of Pawtucket, Rhode Idand or by the Lowell or Watham modd of transent single
workers with boarding housesfor young single men or women. The Blacksone Manufacturing
Company gppears to have struck a badance between the two modes of operation and dthough the
company and town relations were often srained the company contributed to community planning by
providing for and controlling not only the working lives of the mill operaives and families but dso
the educationa, commercia, resdential, and religious segments.

(continued)
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The early years of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company devdopment were dominated by family
workers who lived in the various tenements which were divided into half, quarter, third or sixth.
Many of the familiesin tum rented rooms to sngle mill workers which is recorded in BMC
documents from 1809. There were a couple of large boarding houses providing housing on a short
term besssfor transent workers. By the mid 1800s the few boarding houseswere managed by
Blackstone Manufacturing Company employees who built equity intheir job by receiving fumishings
from the Company which would belong to the manegers after a certain period of time.

Once the first mill wasfinishedin 1809 Blackstone Manufacturing Company records indicate that
forty-four families moved to Blackstone to operate the mill. Thus the initial evolution of the
Company wes unrdated to local resdents and clearly weas driven by location and topography rather
than local need for industry. The tenaments were divided in haf or in quarters in an horizontal
fashion 90 that afamily rented from the Blackstone Manufacturing Company an upper or lower half or
the upper north quarter or lower west quarter depending on the orientation of the building.

In 1811 a Blackstone Manufacturing school district was added to Mendon's 1799 school didtricts. A
building known as the Old VVestry was Stuated a the top of Church Strest and sarved as a church and
schoolhouse for the first two decades The first organized religious group in Blackstone Village was
the Freewill Baptist Society in 1822. The XIV District Schoolhouse (no longer extant) wes used es a
place of worship a0 until the Blackstone Manufacturing Company contracted with Charles Aldrich to
congmct the Gresk Revival megtinghouse (the Congregational Church, School Sireet, Map #10/131)
next to the X1V District School in 1836. Thiswas the first of many civic and institutional buildings
deveoped by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company for its workers and the town of Blackstone.
The church was ussd by the Freewill Baptist Society until they built their own meetinghouse in 1841
on the comer of Main and Blackstone Streets. At that time the Congregationad Church was formally
organized with the Reverend Michagl Burdett as the first minister. Also in 1836 the Parsonage (20
Mendon Street, Map # 09/88) and the adjacent dwelling sometimes referred to as the Heedmagter's
House (22 Mendon Street, Map #09/89) were built by the Blackstone Manufacturing Company.

Severefinancial difficulties tmck many mills in southeestem Massachuseitsand Rhode 1dand
following the depresson of 1837 and by 1839 the Company informed mill superintendents and
workers that there would be a decrease in production of cloth. With thistum inthe economy camea
shift in the type of workers employed by Blackstone Manufacturing <o that inthe 1840s there were
more trangent single workers than family workers. Infact in 1843 out of 518 total employees, only
191 lived localy with their families. Thus the boarding houseswere increesed to three with mlesfor
the manager and for the boarding workers.

By the early 1840s the Blackstone Manufacturing Company entered a second building phasa In
December of 1840 the BMC contracted with Allen Chase LewisDarling, and Thurber Wittell to build
anew mill usng gone from nearby ledge and from the BMC property. The mill was completed in

1841 and referred to as the New Mill. Thiscomplex was located on the same site southesst of the
v

(continued)
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1809 Old Mill and had a heed race which ran off the Blacksone River branch or spur between the two
mill buildingsand had two tailraces which fed back into the mainriver. Remnants of these two power
candls, the headrace (Map #10/115[a]) and ore talrace (Map #10/115[b]) are visible today and
confirm the mill complex layout. The 1879 Bird's Eye View of Blackstone Village shows athe large
complex which was built from 1841 to 1856 including a six-gtory centra block, flanking wings, three
dair towers on the north face of the mill and three projecting €ls on the south face & the River's
edge This sameview shows a round gasometer located near the southeest edge of the parcel. No
evidence of this remains,

Again in 1844 the Blackstone Manufacturing Company contracted with Cheseand Darling to "erect a
building of gone finish, like the walls of the New Mill" (MSS 9,Subgroup 1, Saries A, Box 1, Folder
#2 - August 1844). It was suggested that the dones of the old bleach house be used as it was within
the staking of this new building. The dimendons indicate that this refers to the only remaining sone
building (Map # 10/112[a]) on the mill Ste which clearly was built while the Cand still functioned
due to the location of first gory doors and the presant proximity of the raised railroad within five feet
of the north wall of this building.

Also built inthe 1840s by the Blacksone Manufacturing Company wes the Arcade Hall (1843, 214
Main Street, Map # 10/137). Thiswas owned by the Company and lessed to various merchants such
as Booth and Brown in 1846 as agenerd dore. The building was divided into 13 units and in the
1850s nine of these were lessed to Edward W. Barrows who lived & 22 Mendon Street the house
which is often referred to as the Headmadter's House. Barrows sold flour and grain and maintained a
country gore inthe Arcade Hall according to New England Business Directories. Officesfor lawvyers
were maintained in the building and the third floor had a meeting hall known as Arcade Hall usd by
the &. Jean de Baptiste Society, the Welcome Famum Order of Foredters of America, and the Literary
Society. Tradition datesthat the commerciad businesses were frequented by those passng through
town using the Cand until 1848 and the railroad theresfter.

The constmction of the Cand and later the railroads were key in the devedlopment and successof the
Blackstone Manufacturing Company. Although the idea of a cand linking Providence and Worcester
wes first discussed as early as 1796 it was not developed until the 1820s opening in 1828. There were
nine locks in Blackstone, eight of which were within just over amile and eech costing $4,600. The
Blackstone Cand (see National Register Nomination - Fitch for Public Archaeology Laboratory -
1994) passd just north of the BMC mill buildings cregting excdlent transportation for moving the
goods mede inthe loca mills. When the Providence & Worcester Railroad was laid in 1847 use of
the Cand declined rapidly and it was dosed in 1848. In October of 1848 Cand Street was laid over
the Cand with the railroad following a similar route and raised above Cand and dreat leve through
this part of Blackstone. In 1849 the Norfolk County Rail Road, later known as the Boston and New
York Railroad, was laid and by 1850 there was a Blacksone Manufacturing Company tation just
bdow Cand Strest and west of Old Mendon Street on the Providence & Worcester line. Early
railroad bridges crossing Cand and Main Stregts were of wood tmss constmction. In 1883 and 1834

(continued)
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iron tmss bridges replaced the wood bridges and mog were again rebuilt inthe 1900s by the
Pennsylvania Sted Company (Mendon Strest, 1903, Mgp#914) and the American Bridge Company
(Cand and Main Sireets 1917, Map # 907 and 913).

In 1847 the Blackstone Manufacturing Company filed a plan of company land west of the mills and
eed of the River laid into house lots. The new area, known as New City and later called High Rocks,
was reeched by Main Strest over the New City Bridge crossing that part of the Blackstone River
tributary on which the mills were built. New drestswere named after the mill executives and original
investors including Brown, Butler and Ives and heirs to early investors, Goddard and Duncan. Brown
Street was never laid out or built upon and Duncan and Tripp were in Rhode 1dand and no longer
exig. The first development of company housing in this area was four- and eight-unit wood
tenements on lves, Butler and Goddard Strests. Some lots were sold to individuas who built
tenements or houses of which somewere sold back to the Company. Throughout the 1800s and the
early 1900s some of the domedtic buildings had commercid enterprises on the first story. Anexample
is Aree Pain€'s grocery dore and second-gtory residentid use & 2 Butler Stret which issimilarin
syle to the many Blackstone Manufacturing Company tenements.

The nead for the new housing in New City is evident by the company records showing types of jobs
and number of employees. The mogt extensive records are from 1855 which show who worked in
each location, how much they were paid, and in some indances where they lived. Most jobs were
done by men and women with the exception of work inthe dressng room, mule room and mule
spinning room, repair shop and farm which were all men. The weaving rooms were mixed with more
women than men. The number of mill employess steadily rose in spite of some declines in production
in the late 1830s and early 1860s In 1343 there were 518 workers, in 1858 834workersand by the
late 1860s over 900 laborers. \ . is

In thetradition of other mill towns, the Blackstone Manufacturing Company continued to provide jobs,
housing, and community services for itsoperatives. Most of the housing built was company owned.
The Congregational Church and Arcade Hall, a commercial block, had been bulk by the Company. In
1853 the Blackstone Manufacturing Company contracted with Allen Chaseto build a schoolhouse for
$5500. Full specifications are included in Company records. For this New City School (1854, 9
Butler Street, Map # 10/110) ninety-six desks and 120 chairswere ordered, one-half for the upper
room and one-half for thelower room. TheNew City School, later called the Lincoln School, first a
High School, became a Grammar School in 1867 when the BMC buih the Blackstone High School (25
Mendon Street, Map #10/121) to replacethe old schoolhouse (no longer extant) onthe Common
which became the Library. This 1867 Blackstone High School became the Grammar School in 1920
when amodem high school was built at 86 Main Street. Also in 1853 the BMC set aside four and
one-half acresfor the Blackstone Cemetery north of the district on Mendon Street, provided the Town
fence it and adom with walls, trees and shmbs. ..

(continued)
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The lagt significant housing constmction occurred in 1865 and 1866 when the BMC devdoped severd
brick tenements most of which are extant, a couple of gone buildings, no longer extant, and one or
two wood tenements. Full documentation of supplies purchased and descriptions of the buildings and
the use of goece are described in various parts of the Company documentation.  Existing constmction
from this time period include what is called the Oversears Block (1861, 1864, 24-34 Mendon Stredt,
Map #09/90) which had six units for mill operative manegarswith each unit of two and one-half
gdories. Twelve tenements for mill operatives were included inthe brick building a 28-38 Butler
Strest (Map#10/104). The use of attic rooms split between the upper and lower tenant is described.
And next to this twelvetenement block was the threetenement block, 26 Butler Strest (Map #10/108).
Ore of the wood tenements (205-207 Main Strest, Map #10/140) buih in 1865 to replace abuilding
oppodte the Arcade was divided into four unitswith the two front attic rooms, front cellar and end
wood houses belonging to the lower tenements.

The only late nineteenth constmction on BMC land, which is extant, weas the 1895 Firehouse (200
Main Street, Map #10/145). The Town gppropriated $3000 to congtmct the firehouse. Prior to this
the fire gpparatus had been housed in the extant gone warehouse a the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company dite.

At the tum of the century the Blackstone Manufacturing Company had a significant dispute with the
town over itstaxes. The sixty-one aores of village land with water privilege, tenement houses, mill
buildings etc. was vaued & $745,000. The Company was able to get a better rate in Rhode Idand 0
the company dosed the Blackstone Village mill buildings and congmcted in 1903 the enormous three-
gory brick building with two story additions only 1000 feet over the ate line south of New City/High
Rocks housing. Butler Street extended into the new mill ste and the new building was animposing
view to all those living in High Rocks. 1n 1904 the BMC demolished all the mill buildings in
Blackgtone in order to avoid taxes The new mill was fumished with modem equipment including

automatic looms and turbine generators the housing for which were a the edge of the Blackstone
River on the Siate line.

Prior to change in ownership the Blackstone Manufacturing Company built the Blackstone Inn (8
Butler Sireet, Map #10/90) aso known as the Duncan Inn between 1920 and 1923. |t replaced two
wood tenements on the comer of Butler and County Streets and was evidence of busness visitors
needing temporary housing intown. Thisbuilding hes snce been converted to a nursing home.

In 1924 the Blackstone Manufacturing Company was sold to the Lonsdale Company in an attempt by
the Goddard Brothers to consolidate their manufacturing holdings controlled by Brown and Ives and
by the Butler and Duncan families. Thisincluded the assts of the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company, Hopedde Company, and the Berkdley Company. Thus the new Lonsdde Company darted
out with 54,360 spindles, 1,376 looms and only 479 workers. The increese in automated mechinery
had reduced the work force nearly by half Thus ended the reign of the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company.

(continued)
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In 1944 Lonsdale sold to Textron, Incorporated which operaied the Rhode Idand mills until themid
1950s Most of the workers continued to be housed in former Blackstone Manufacturing Company
housing, much of which was sold into private ownership. The Tupper Corporation purchased the mills
in the 1950s and now the Rhode Idand mill building is owned by Tupperware while the vacant
Blackstone mill dte is owned by the Blacksone Smithfield Corporation. The only remaining sone
mill building and the Arcade are vacant and in declining condition. The Congregationa Church
presently isunused. And both the New City School and the High Schoadl (later known &s the
Grammar School) have been converted to housing. Other buildings continue to serve as multiple
family housing in private ownership.

Archaeological Significance

The Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic Digtrict fiilfils Criterion D for its potential to yield
significant information regarding human activity a this location.

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Blackstone are poorly undergood, any surviving Sites could
be significant. Prehigtoric dtesinthis area can contribute to a grester understanding of Native
American settlement and subsgencewithin the Blackstone River drainege, particularly in a transitional
zone between the coadd lowlands and Worcester Flateeu uplands. Native American settlement inthis
aeamay focus on larger dtes dong the Blackgone River, posshly a the confluence of tributary
rivers'streams or a fall lines, which includes the disfrict area These Stesin tum may be rdated to
larger dtes and/or core aress dong lower portions of the Blackstone River towards Narragansett Bay
to the south or towards the lower reaches of the Charles or Neponset Riversto the northeadt.
Prehistoric dtesin this area may contain information which indicates the locd and regiond
socio/political impact of native socia groups in these draineges and possibly how these relationships
changed through time. This data could test commonly held bdiefs pertaining to riverine drainage
sttlement  hypotheses

Historic archaeologicd remains within the district have the potentia to contribute strongly to the
disttict's sgnificancein avariety of ways. Numerous archaeologicd resources have been identified
within the district visually, from documentary/cartogrgphic resource and as potential resource types. In
some aress the survival of archaeologica resources and their integrity is questionable; however, in
other aress, particularly a fill locations such as the BMC dte and Blackstone Cand, the circumstances
surrounding filling the closure of the resources and visually identifiable survivals indicates that
extendve archaeologica resources should survive intact with integrity. Extensve documentary
resources covering awide variety of Blacksone Village development enhance the vaue of
archaeological resources inthe village. Detailed records kept by the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company (BMC) document mogt of the industrial, residentid, and commercia developments in the
village throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries up to the sde of the BMC to the Lonsdde
Company in 1924. The volume of these records, their diversity, and the survival of indusfrial
archaeological components of the villageindicates that while much of the district's significanceis

(continued)
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known, much still remains to be thoroughly documented. -

One topic that is saverdy lacking in documentation, and to which archaeologica resources can
contribute, isthe early settlement of Blackstone Village prior to BMC devdopment. Early settlement
of the Blackgtone Village locde was driven by the neads of loca resdents who occupied severd farms
in the area Conversdly, the growth of Blackstone Village as an industrial center was driven by
location, topography and the development of two textile companies the Blackstone Manufacturing
Company in 1808 and Wdcome and Darius Famum's mills from 1825. Archaeologica resources can
document the factors behind this evolution in saverd ways. Further documentary reseerch of desds,
probate records, and BMC records combined with archaeologica survey and excavation can identify
the locations of early farms and industries developed in regponseto loca agricultural needs. Which
farms, if any, were purchased by the BMC for industrial development? When were the grist and saw
mills located neer the 1809 Stone Mill devdoped and by whom? When and why were these early
mills dosed? What weas the role of the BMC intheir dosure? Documentary and archaeologica
resserch combined can complement one another to answer or contribute to these questions.

Archaeological resources a& the 1809 and 1841 mill dtescan provide important data relating to the
evolution of waterpower technology relative to mechanized textilemills. Further examination of BMC
records and magps combined with archaeological testing in the vicinity of the mills can identify the
layout of power cands a the dte and their evolution from 1809, when the first BMC mill wes
constmcted, through the 20th century, when the hydro station and dam were built. Archaeologica
resources and records may dso exist for power cands pre-dating the 1809 mill, possibly associated
with earlier grist and sawmillsin the vicinity of the 1809 mill. The extent of modificationsto existing
power cands by later power cands and the Blacksone Cand can dso be determined from
archaeologica resources. Thisinformation can play an important role in determining who or what
wes given preferential water rights and why disputes over water rights may have arisen. The transfer
of waterpower from the candsto the mills is another area in which archaeologica resources can
contribute. The lower floors of the mills and power cands, including whed pits, should characterize
the aress in which archaeological resources survive. |n some cagss these resources have been
documented. Archaeologica testing complemented by documentary ressarch can focus on arees where
whed pits should survive. Thisinformation would be extremdy important in a Sudy of the transfer

of waterpower through the mill and, in the case of the 1809 mill, in the evolution of waterpower for

textile mills in generd.
® % o o
| [ | |

Ore of the more important arees in which archaeologica resources can contribute to the district is the
extent to which the BMC influenced the socid, cultural, and economic devdopment of the village and
its inhabitants. Thisandyds can dso indicate the extent to which this influencewas extended beyond
the Blackstone Village to outlying smdler villages such as Ead Blackstone. Further examination of
BMC records, cenaus documents, and archaeologica gudies of tenement Sites and occupational-rel ated
features (trash pits, privies, wells) can determine the extent to which the BMC sdected individuals and
socid groups to work initsmills and occupy its housing. Families were the preferred work force
(continued)
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during the mill's early years, however, sngle mill workers were d0 presant a an early dae This

pattem changed after the 1837 depression with a shift to awork force characterized by trandent single
workers.

Were single workers preferred over family workers for certain jobs? What were the conditions of life
for sngle workers compared to family workers? How did the ratios of mde to femae sngle workers
change over time? Did the congtmction of boardinghouses inthe mid 19th century reflect a change in
the sngle work force to the hiring of femae workers? The study of BMC records, cenaus tract
information, and archaeologica resources can contribute vauable information towards these questions
Archaeological survivas of early to mid 19th century tenement Sites should survive in thedistrict;
these can contribute information on the lives of workers in the mills. BMC records document the fact
that tenement houseswere divided into severd unitsto accommodate families who in tum presumably
rented rooms to sngle workers. Detailed anadyss of occupationd-related features a tenement dtes
can contribute vauable information on the lives of factory workers and the relationship between single
and family workers. Stmctura remains from tenement dtesmay dso contain information that further
defines the layout of these buildingsas they relate to the housng of numerous socid units. Ethnic
dudies can d0 be important in the andyd's described above.  Increases in immigration by different
ethnic groups over time may have influenced changes in the village work force and its socia/cultura
ingtitutions. Changesin ethnic groups in the village may have left survivasthat can be recognized by
archaeologicd remains. On the other hand, the extent of BMC influence may dso be evident from
archaeologica resources by limiting the degree of change from one group to ancther.

Socid, cultural, and economic development in the Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic
District can ds0 be address=d through further definition of concepts such as self-sufficiency versus
interdependence.  These concepts can be usad to investigate the relationship between the BMC and its
workers and the relationship between the BMC and outlying village indudtries. Historical studies
focusing on BMC records supported by archaeologica data, including stmctural remains and
domestic/industrial occupationa-related features, can document the extent to which the BMC sought to
cregte a self-sufficient industrial community while a the sametime promoting interdependence
batween the company and itsworkers. Archaeological data can document the degree of BMC
involvement in educational, commercid, resdentid, and religious ssgments in the community and how
they may have changed or been influenced by non-BMC groups Studies focusing on the family
versus Sngle employment in the villageworkforce may identify specific reesons for this change Weas
family employment combined with BMC-sponsored socid and religious services part of a company
plan for a sdf-contained or self-sufficient industrial community, while a the sametime promoting
economic interdependence between the workers and the company? Archaeologica survivas of
resdential, commercia, and possibly ingtitutiona facilities of BMC versus non-BMC gmctures can be
usad to meeaure the extent of self-sufficiency within the overall community. The same resources
combined with the andyss of occupationa-related features & resdences and commercial mctures

and BMC records can d<0 be usd to gauge the degree of interdependence  between the company and
itsworkers.

(continued)
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Self-sufficiency versus interdependence is atopic that can dso conttibute information relating to the
economic relationship between larger company-owned industrid villages such as Blackstone Village
and smdler mral indusfrial villages auch as Eagt Blackstone. Company records and archaeologica
survivas from production arees warehouses, and trash depodts a the mills can document the range of
products manufactured and whether they were the gart or finish of the industria process.
Manufactured goods a the 1809 old gonemill included threeds and yams that supported cottage
indugtries of hand loom weavers on local farms. How long did this rdaionship persg? Asamdler
mills devdoped inmral industria villages, were they dso interdependent with larger mills a various
dagesinthe industrial process? Archaeological study of survivals a the BMC mills and a
comparative andyds with mills in amdler outlying mral villages can contribute information towards
these quedtions.

Archaeological survivasrdated to the Blacksone Cand are another resource type that can contribute
strongly towards an understanding of the district's significance. Numerous resserch questions could be
addressd from the cand lock and prism (towpath, channd, embankment), which were buried shortly
after the cand was closed. Inagenerd sansearchaeologica resources from the area can confribute
information on the evolution of cand trangport systems and their importance for regional movement of
industrial and agricultural cargoes I n the Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic District, one
research areathat could be investigated includes the constmction and engineering techniques ussd in
cand constmction. What were the generd constmction techniques that were used in constmction
aong this portion of the cand? Wasthe lock inthis area excavated into ledge? What precautions
were taken to ensure waterproofing inthe cand trench and lock? Do archaeologicd survivas of the
cand prism and lock support the cand design as planned, or were as-built dhanges maede? How does
the design inthis area of the cand compare with other cand ssgments in Massschusetts and Rhode
Idand? Archaeologica excavations and soil boring in the area of the cand prism and lock can
contribute data towards these questions.  The relationship batween the cand's use for trangportation
and waterpower can a0 be addressed from archaeologicd remains in the district. Most 18th and 19th
century cands in the country sarted as transportation cands then changed to waterpower cands once
their trangportation function ended. The cand in this areamay have actudly had a reverse evolution.
The 1828 trangportation cand may have actualy incorporated parts of an existing 1809 waterpower
cand into itsdesign. Once the cand dosed, portions of it in this area retumed to awaterpower
function done. Archaeologica resources in this area can hdp determine what changes were mede to
the original power cand to incorporate itsfiinction as atrangportation cand. Archaeological survivas
of cand features may adso survivewhich provide information indicating how the cand avoided
intermption of industrid activities when water resources were nesded for cand fiinctions, including
operation of lock #20. BMC records may dso help in these sdudies

In additionto the actuad cand remains archaeologica resources in the district dso have the potentia
to provide information on early 19th century bridge and road-building technology. Potential ssmctural
remains from the 1828 bridge that soanned the Blackstone Cand a the lock #20 dte can provide
additional stmctura details of cand-rdaed bridges, while similar remains and archaeological features

(continued) f
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from abutments a the ste of the Bandwagon Bridge can provide details relative to the technology of
larger riverine highway bridges. Information pertaining to early 19th century road-building technology
can dso be gained from archaeologicd features rdated to the raised road surface remnants that
gpproach the Bandwagon Bridge Site.

One additional comment should be sressed pertaining to the sgnificEince of archaeologicd remansin
the Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic District. The ressarch vaue of known and potentid
resources is enhanced by a variety of factors, including the demolition and filling of the mill dtesand
limited intrusons inthe mill arees Of equa importance, however, isthe fact that mogt resources in
the district were built and owned by a single proprietor the Blackstone Manufacturing Company,
throughout the entire 19th and early 20th centuries  The vaue of resources in the digtrict isfiirther
enhanced by the fact that the BMC kept written company records for the district/village area
throughout mogt if not all of the company history. Written records complement historic archaeologica
resources to provide a more comprehendve view of the pagt not achieved in other periods of
archaeologica study. In the Blacksone Manufacturing Company Historic District this complementary
relationship is particularly important in sudies of socid organization, including the family, village
community, labor force, and ethnic groups. To date, only limited sudy of BMC records hes been
made. Their potentia applicability inthe interpretation and prediction of archaeologica resources
remains enormous.

(end)
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(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References (cont.)

Point Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
E 19 289650 4654560
F 19 289510 4654490
019 289660 4654480
m 19 289350 4654340
| 19 289250 4654440
J 289200 4654480
K 289240 4654460
h 19 289180 4654330
_ 19 289040 4654330
{n NP 289020 4654370
19 289010 4654370
IP 19 289010 4654400
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Q 19 289000 4654400
R 19 289950 4654550
S 19 289070 4654570
T 19 289070 4654600
U 19 289110 4654610
Vv 19 289240 4654580
Wi 19 289240 4654600
X 19 289280 4654610
Y 19 289270 4654760
Z 19 289340 4654790

Verbal Boundary Description

The Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic Disfrict boundaries follow property linesfor the oA
mog part and are included on Blacksone Assessors Flats 8, 9 and 10. The exception to property
boundaries isthe lot of 24-34 Mendon Strest (Map #09/90). Beginning in the northwest comer of said
lot the district boundary mns adong the north boundary in and eagterly direction for 270 feet whereit
tums south to connect with the rear/east property lines of 22 and 20 Mendon Strest (Map #s 09/89 and
09/88). The district boundary then turns west and follows the southem property line of 20 Mendon
Street crossing Mendon Strest where the district boundary tums south following the west edge of the
Mendon Strest and the railroad right of way to Main Strest crossing Main on the edge of the railroad
and crossing Caines Court and Cand Streets whereupon the district boundary tums northwest
following the southem edge of Cand Street.  The boundary then follows the eest and south lines of
105 Cand Strest (Magp #08/70) and aossesthe Providence & Worcester Railroad to the property line
of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company ste (Map #10/112). The district boundary then followsthe
northeest property line in an southeegterly direction to the edge of the Blackstone River a which point
it tums west following the river to the State line, then follows the State Line to the west line of Parcd
#10/115 dso a Blackstone Manufacturing Company ste. The disfrict boundary tums north an follows
the west line of said parcd and the west line of the Cand Sfreet Ste Map #10/112 to the southem line
of 9 Butler Strest (Map #10/110). The boundary then tums west dong this southem edge of 9 Butler
and croses Butler, tums south to pardle the west edge of Butler to the State line a which point the
district boundary tums west following the State Line to the wesem property line of 13-15 Ives Street
where it tums north following this line to the north Sde of Ives Street.  The district boundary then
follows the southem and westem line of 16-18 Ives Strest (Map #10/92) and the north edge of 20 Ives
Sfreet which is not within the district boundaries out to Washington Street where it tums north and
follows the eest Sde of Washington Street to the north line of 24 County Strest (Map#10/71). The
district boundary then tums eest and follows the reex lot lines of 24, 22, 18-20, 16, 14, and 10 County
Strest where it tums north to follow the westem and northem lines of 2 Butler Strest (Map #10/77).
The district boundary then aosses Butler Strest and Main Stregt to the north Sde of Main where the
district boundary pardlels Main Streat crossing the bridge to the eest Sde of Middle Street where it
tums north to includethe west and north lines of 2 Middle Strest (Map #10/123) tojoin with the reer

(continued)
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lot lines of Church Strest properties. Here the district boundary tums north again and follows the reer
lot linesof 17-17, 19-21, 23-25 Church Stteet crossng the end of School Street to follow the west and
north lines of the Congregational Church property (Map# 10/131). The disfrict boundary tums eest
aong the north Church property lot crossing the end of Church Strest and following the north line of
the School ot (Map #10/121) crossng Mendon Strest and tuming north tojoin with the starting point
a the northwest comer of 24-34 Mendon Strest (Map #09/90).

S= atached Blackstone assessor'splats #8, 9 & 10. yy oo |
Boundary Justification . . >0,

The district includes that area of Blackstone Village which is directly connected with the development
of the Blackstone Manufacturing Company and which has extant resourcesto articulate that
devdopment. For the mogt part the southem boundary isthe State Line and the Blackstone River.
The westem and northem boundaries in the New City area (west of the Blackstone River) divides
confributing and related Blackstone Manufacturing Company resources and properties which are not
directly rdlated or undevdoped. The westem and northem boundaries of the origina BMC
devdopment and the Common as well as the eestem disfrict boundary sgparae the district from non-
contributing and unrdated resources. The district was not extended north on Mendon Street to include
a large important superintendent's house and the Cemeatery due to the number of intmsionsin between
those resources and the recommended district.

Deeely ML e AT (end) AL e [N
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1

10.

11.

13

14.

10-12, 6 Church Street, looking south, southeedt.

23-25, 19-21, 1517 Church Street, looking south.

217-219, 221-223, 225-227 Main Stredt, looking west, southwest.

24-34 Mendon Sfreet, Overssars Block, looking north.

9-11, 1315 lves Sfredt, looking south, southwest.

26, 28-38 Butler Street, looking south.

/

County Sfreetscgpe from 10 on north sde and 11 and south sde, looking wedt.

OV "

20, 22, 24-34 Mendon Strest, Parsonege, Headmader's House, Ovarsears Block, looking north,

northesdt.

4 and 2 Butler Street and Lincoln Park, looking wedt.

School Street, Congregationa Church, looking west, northwest.

School Street from Mendon Street, Blackstone High School (1867) and Congregational Church,

looking west, northwest.

214 Main Sfreet, The Arcade, looking north, northeedt.

>

>

*

«

25 Mendon Sfreet (1867 High School) and 22, 24-34 Mendon Sfreet, looking eest, northeed.

Off Cand Stret, BMC Site, Power Cand, looking eedt.

Off Cand Stret, BMC Site, Tailrace, looking west, southwest.

S

N

(end)



BLACKSTONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY HSITORIC DISTRICT
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
ADDRESS MHC # MAP # HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE STATUS TYPE
BUTLER STREET
Butler & Main D-920 920 World War 1Mon ,« 1919 Commemorative e 0
2 Butler S D-164 10-77 A. Pane ca 1850 Gresk Reviva C
4 Butler S D-163 10-82 unknovm 1898-1903 Queen Anne C B
8 Butler S D-146 1090 Blackgtone Inn * ca 1920 Federd Reviva C
9 Butler S. D-145 10-110 New City School 1853-18%4 Itaianate (dtered) C B
12 Butler S. D-144 1091 S Edting ca 1850 Mill Housing B
20 Butler S. D-143 10101 BMC Mill Tenement 1866 Mill Housing A
26 Butler . D-142 10108 BMC Mill Tenement 1866 Mill Housing |:B
28-38 Butler &t.  D-141 10104 BMC Rowhouse 1866 Rowhouses C B
CANAL STREET 11 /\
Over Cand S 907 07 Norfolk Co. RR Bridge 1917 Deck Plate Girder - ’ f— ‘
Over Canes Ct. 906 906 NY «feNE RR Bridge 1908 Deck Plate Girder Y <«
Cand S./Tupper 10112 BMC Ste 189 &. s=q. Ste of Mills e'm"- " S
Cand S/Tupper B-12 10/112[4 BMC Storehouse 134 gone mill B b
Cand St./Tupper 10/112[b] BMC Site ca 1965 low concrete NC B
Cand St./Tupper 10/112[q] BMC Site * 1979 hydro dam NC S
Off Cand - BMC 904 904 Band Wagon Bridge ca 1820 Bridge Remnant C st, ~
Off Cand - BMC 10/115[4 BMC Powe Cand ca 1840 Stone trench C S t -
Off Canal-BMC 10/115[b] BMC Tailrace ca 1840 Stone talrace S .
105 Cand . B-13 870 : BMC Tenement #2 ca 18% Mill Housing y. my Ay
barn BMC ca 1850 none o f"
gaage ca 1930 none NC B - ». S
111 Cand S 869 imknovm 1937 Dutch Colonia NC B
112-114 Cand . B-14 858 | BMC Tenement #3 ca 1835 Mill Housing vooa
116118 Cand &. B-15 857 BMC Tenement #4 , ca 1835 Mill Housing C B s
converted barn ca 1950 none NC B
124-126 Cand &. B-16 10144 BMC Tenement #10 1810 GR Mill Housing NC B" y-rje
128 Cand S B-17 10143 BMC Tenementt #11 1810 GR Mill Housing L B

Pege 1of 4



BLACKSTONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY HSITORIC DISTRICT
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
ADDRESS MHC # MAP # HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE STATUS TYPE
CHURCH STREET PY I

' . N -

4-6 Church S B-18 10-142 BMC Tenement #12 ca 1835 Mill Housng ™ C : m
810 Church &.  B-19 10139 BMC Tenament #13 1810 Mill Housng  f C m
11-13 Church &. B-20 10125 BMC Tenemantt #28 ' ca 185 Mill Housng * NC
1517 Church &. B-21 10-149 BMC Tenament #29 1836 Mill Housng NC B
16-18 Church &. B-22 10136 BMC Tenement #34 ca 1820 Mill Housing C B
gaage NC %
1921 Church &. B-23 10-126 BMC Tenement #30 ca 1820 Mill Housng C B
22-24 Church &. B-24 10135 BMC Tenement #33 ca 1820 Mill Housing C B
2325 Church &. B-25 10-150 BMC Tenement #31 > ca 1820 Mill Housing C B
COUNTY STREET
4 Coimty S. D-162 10-83A Washington Hunt ca 1830 GR dtered NC B
6 County S. D-161 1083 imknown ca 1930 none NC B
7 County S. D-147 10-89 unknown ca 1920 dtered NC B
9 County S D-148 1088 David Boyden  ""A.j,  ca 1850 Greek Reviva C B
10 County <. D-160 1080 J. Wilson i\. ca 1850 Greek Reviva C
11County . D-149 1087 BMC i 1866 Gresk Revival c RV
14 County . D-159 10-79 J Wilson " 1. ca 1850 Gresk Revival C
15 County &. D-150 1086 Robinson ca 1850 Grek Reviva C
16 County . D-158 10-78 BMC I 1866 Greek Reviva C
17 County . D-151 10-85 M. Mulgrew .| ca 1830 Gresk Revival C
1820 County &. D-157 10-73 BMC - 1866 Greek Revivd
19 County . D-152 10-146 unknown N 1939 Bvmgdow &C
22 County St D-156 10-72 Aaron Burdon ca 1850 Gresk Revival C
24 County S D-155 10-71 H. Mann ca 1850 Gresk Revival C
25 County . D-153 1084 S Taylor ca 1850 dtered - NC

Pege2 of 4




ADDRESS MHC #

| IVES STREET

1 4ivess D-139
5 lves . D-140
6 lves S. D-138

lves S

| Pr-eo0002@

| |

) 911 lves S. D-135

% 10 Ives . D-136
12-14 Ives S. D-133

1 13-15 Ives S. D-134
16-18 Ives S. D-132
MAIN STREET =2
Man & Mendon B-913
199 Main &.
200 Main <. B-31
205-207 Main &. B-70

y 206 Main St B-71

. 213215 Man . B-72

214 Main <. B-33
217-219 Main . B-73
221-223 Main . B-74
222 Main S.
205227 Main . B-74

BLACKSTONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY HSITORIC DISTRICT
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)
MASSACHUSETTS

MAP #

10-98
10-106
10-98

10-98[4]
10%

10105
103
104
10104
1092

913 =
8H4
10-145
10-140
10138
10-130
10-137
10-129
10128
10124
10-127

HISTORIC NAME

Monroe Remington
imknown
unknown
unknovra

S Logee

M. Neson
unknown
BMC Mill Tenement
M. Ndson
BMC Mill Tenement

NY &Ne RR Abutment

none

Blackstone Fire House

BMC Mill Tenement
BMC Tenemat #35
BMC Tenementt #14
The Arcade

BMC Tenement #15
BMC Tenementt #16
none

BMC Tenement #17

DATE

ca 1850
ca 1860
ca 1920
ca 1920
ca 1850
ca 1900
ca 1848
1898-1903

Page 3 of 4

STYLE

Grek Revivd
Greek Reviva
none

none

dtered

Gresk Revival
CR dtered
Greegk Revival
Gregk Revival
CR dtered

Deck Pate Girder
none

[talianate

GR Mill Housng
Mill Housing
Mill Housing
Mill

GR Mill Housng
GR Mill Housing
ranch

GR Mill Housng

STATUS TYPE

B A
v 8
NC B
C B
NC B
C B > -
=~ B
B
C
NC B
B
c;€ B
C B
¢,
B
G B
v 8



—_—

ADDRESS MHC #
MENDON STREET
17-19 Mendon &. B-82
20 Mendon &. B-83
22 Mendon &. B-84
24-34 Mendon &. B-85
25 Mendon S. B-81
MIDDLE STREET

2-4 Middle &. 86
OLD MENDON STREET
13 Old Mendon B-92
2-4 Old Mendon B-90
57 OldMendon B-91
Over Old Mendon B-914
SCHOOLSTREET

School Strest B-98

TOTAL RESOURCES

BLACKSTONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY HSITORIC DISTRICT

BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
M AP# HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE
1014 ' BMC Tenament #32 ca 183%6 Mill Housing
09-88 BMC-Parsonage 1836 Gresk Revival
09-89 BMC House #39 1836 Greek Revivd
09-90 Oversears Block 1861 . Gresk Revival
10121 Blackstone High 1867 Itaianate
10123 BMC Tenament #26 ca 1820 Mill Housing
08-56 BMC Tenament #7 ca 183% GR Mill Housing
10141 BMC Tenement #9 ca 183% Mill Housing
0855 BMC Tenament #8 ca 18% Mill Housing
914 P. & W. Ralroad 1903 Deck Pate Girder
10131 Congregationd Ch 186 , Grek Revival
63 Contributing 21 Noncontributing

4 Contributing Buildings
1 Contributing Site
7 Contributing Structures
1 Contributing Object

20 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Noncontributing Structure

Pege4 of 4
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

auly 13, 199 RECEIVED 413

Caxal Shull
National Regiger of Historic Flaces JUL 261995

Department of the Interior

National Park Service INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
P.O. Box 37127 NANONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nominationform:

Blackstone Manufacturing Company Historic District, Blackstone (Worcester County),
Massachusetts, 01504.

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Thomas Bik, Chairman, Blackstone Historical Commission
Robert DuBois, Chairman, Blackstone Board of Sdectmen
Gretchen Schuler, Presarvation Consultant
James Pepper, BRVNHCC

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



