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The Goldenrod School is a white frame gable roofed structure four bays long 
and approximately two bays wide. It is typical of the one room school house 
structures found, for the most part deteriorating, in rural Iowa. Slim corner 
trim appears at the corners, an awning with brackets at the door and a modest 
belfry at the entryway gable end. One inside end chimney appears at the other 
gable end. The windows are 2/2 sash and appear Just below the eaves. New 
asphalt shingling covers the roof. Aside from a concrete block foundation 
and new front entryway, the school building retains essentially its 1873 
appearance.

The interior shows creamy white plastered walls and wood wainscoting. It is 
furnished as a schoolroom complete with original blackboards and some original 
desks.

The Goldenrod School was relocated to the Page County Fairgrounds at Clarinda 
in 1965 from a site in rural Essex, also in Page County, where it had been 
neglected since its closing in 1959. The new site is not altogether 
unsuitable, however, for one approaches the building by a small wooden bridge 
which stretches from the road to a grassy area bounded by trees.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Goldenrod School i significant as the place where the firsfTBoys' Farm 
Club and the first GiiMs 1 Home Club came into existence. These clubs later 
developed into what is now known as the 4-H Clubs of America. 

Bessie Field (1883-1969), rural Iowa school teacher, taught in this school 
and in March of 1901 initiated a school program for boys and girls that later 
developed into a worldwide organization for future farmers and homemakers—the 
4-H Clubs of America. Starting quite simply with extra-curricular gardening 

. and homemaking activities practiced during the noon hour and recess, Miss 
Field later expanded her concept when she took office as the Clarinda County 
School Superintendent in 1906. In 1910 the Boys 3-H Club was born; a 3-H 
Club for the girls followed in 1911. And in 1912, the 4-H uniforms were 
designed. Although this structure is not unique as a one-room school building, 
it is a well-preserved example of a type of building suitable to represent 
the working life of a woman who, because of her contribution to education, was 
considered by at least one creditable observer to be a "marvel, genius and 
prophet in her own country." -- Dr. A. E. Winship, "Fireside Magazine," 12/25/09
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Goldenrod Schoolhouse 
Page County, IA

7. DESCRIPTION
*

The Goldenrod Schoolhouse is a representative midwestern 
one-room wooden rural school building with a roof cupola and 
school bell. The school is located on an acre plet of ground as 
part of the ten-acre Nodaway Valley Historical Museum site. The 
schoolhouse is within walking distance of the main museum building 
and is surrounded by its own yard and partial wooden fence to 
ensure its individual identity. Goldenrod is highly visible from 
Highways #2 and #71 and is an integral part of the museum's 
educational and historical displays of rural schools and the early 
3-H and 4-H programs. The museum staff is in the process of -land 
scaping the site to copy the school's original rural setting.

The Goldenrod School was built in 1873 in Fremont Township, 
which is in the northern tier of townships, the second from the west 
edge of Page County, Iowa. The school was located in Section 34 on 
the southeast corner of a crossroads. Goldenrod is a one-story 
wooden building, 23' x 33', set close to the ground with a covered 
front stoop. The building is sided with 6" cedar weatherboard 
painted white, and the gabled roof has been restored with new cedar 
shingles. A wooden roof cupola holds the original iron school bell 
which is rung by a long rope that extends into the front entrance 
hall. The windows and door are equipped with wooden framed screens. 
The front door of the school opens into a cloak hall running across 
the front of the building. From each side of this hallway, doorways 
open into the school classroom. The water bucket and wash basin are 
located on a cupbard on one side. The school is equipped with 
original materials, and books are available for clases of all ages. 
The coal burning stove is in the rear center of the schoolroom, 
flanked by bookcases on the wall. Windows, four on each side and 
two at the back of the room, are curtained with muslin half curtains 
and pull-down blinds. The interior walls are plastered above 
three-foot wainscotting. Blackboards are at the front and on each 
side of the room. The bare wooden floors are oiled.

Goldenrod was a part of the Page County rural school system from 
1873 to 1960 when the school was closed by area-wide consolidation. 
Demolition of the school was planned when Mrs. Faye Whitmore and 
other Goldenrod friends purchased the building and moved it to the 
Page County Fairgrounds at the east edge of Clarinda in 1965. This
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DESCRIPTION (continued)
*

site was near the area where Jessie Field had held the first Boys 
Farm Camp and Camp of the Golden Maids beginning in 1910 and 1911 — 
the forerunner of today's 4-H activities. In this setting the 
Goldenrod Schoolhouse was granted National Register of Historic 
Places status in 1975 as the "Birthplace of 4-H." The school was 
cared for by Mrs. Whitmore and other interested individuals as long 
as they were able, and in later years assistance was given by 
various 4-H groups and leaders. It was open to visitors during the 
Page County Fair and by special appointment.

In 1992 the fairground site of the Goldenrod School was 
threatened when changes were designated by the city water system 
calling for storm sewer culverts to be laid across the "front yard" 
of the school. The land was quite low and flooding and drainage had 
become an increasing problem. The Page County Fair Board was also 
seeking an expansion area for their adjoining show grounds. The 
former Page County Historical Society, now the Nodaway Valley 
Historical Society (NVHS), had built a new museum less than a mile 
from the fairgrounds which includes an extensive historical display 
of the beginnings of 4-H and of rural schools. The Nodaway Valley 
Historical Society was asked to rescue the deteriorating 
Schoolhouse.

In January 1993 Goldenrod School was moved to the NVHS site. 
Professional movers removed the school from its elevated foundation, 
transported it over frozen ground and hard-surfaced roads less than 
a mile. Earlier in the late summer and early fall a foundation was 
prepared with concrete footing, a layer of new concrete blocks and a 
top layer of antique concrete blocks with rough fronts giving the 
impression of sandstone. The building now returns to its original 
appearance of being set on limestone rocks while providing a good 
foundation and air space between the ground and building. The 
weakened cupola with the bell and the crumbling chimney were removed 
for the move and have been placed back on to a new" wood shingled 
roof. All inside fixtures and furniture were secured or stored 
during the move. Nothing was damaged, the doors and windows open 
easily and all furniture and fixtures have been cleaned, repaired 
and returned to their places.
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DESCRIPTION (continued)

At present, no outbuildings are at the schoolhouse site, but two 
"outhouses" and a coal shed have been donated and will be placed on 
the grounds in the locations that these buildings existed in the 
school's original setting. We are fortunate to have photographs and 
interested individuals who remember Goldenrod as it sat on the 
country corner, as well as to have the room at the museum site to 
incorporate the surroundings. The original pump and flagpole have 
been located in their proper places in the school yard and two trees 
planted in position according to photographs.

Goldenrod School has had minimal maintenance during the past
years and the museum staff is dedicated to preserving and restoring
it to as near its original appearance as possible.

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The building's importance lies in its value to interpret the 
events of a changing rural school environment under Criterion "A." 
At the local level, it calls attention to the early facilities 
used for rural schooling and, at the statewide level of signif 
icance, it marks the beginnings of the 4-H movement which, with the 
later encouragement of the Extension Service of Iowa State College, 
assumed organizational strength statewide and quickly became nat 
ional in scope as a program to help improve rural education. 
Goldenrod School was originally one of 130 rural schools in Page 
County at the turn of the century. Today it is the sole surviving 
school associated with Jessie Field Shambaugh's activities that 
led to what became the 4-H movement and is the only rural school 
that has been preserved to illustrate this essential aspect of 
education. In the Goldenrod School the ideas that became the found 
ation of the 4-H program were born. In 1901 a young teacher, Jessie 
Field, challenged her students to learn more then the basic three-R's, 
to stay in school, and to be proud of their rural life. Later, as 
Page County Sperintendent of Schools, she encouraged the teachers 
to plant seeds of personal accomplishment in the students' eager mind:

Historical Background and Significance:
•

Goldenrod School was built in 1873 in Fremont Township. It was 
larger than some other school houses, 23 1 x 33*, and had rows of 
student desks, ranging in size for first graders to big eighth
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*

Historical Background and Significance (continued)

graders, facing a simple desk for the teacher and a recitation 
bench. The classroom was well lighted and ventilated by ten 
windows, and a round black stove warmed the room in cold weather. 
The school was first named the Quist School and sometime later 
became known as Independent District School Number 8. In the 1901 
Daily Attendance and Term Register it was called "Goldenrod" and 
that name carried through the years. The students were of 
predominately Swedish background and discipline was strongly 
stressed. The community was very proud of their school and 
cooperated with educational advancements of their children.

Into this rural school environment, Jessie Field interrupted her 
education at Western Normal College in Shenandoah, Iowa, to teach at 
Goldenrod School in 1901. She taught the regular academic subjects 
required at that time, and found the students especially interested 
in simple science activities which she added to the curriculum,. 
They planted a small garden in the school yard where the children 
prepared, planted and tended their garden during recess and noon 
times. After school she met with the older boys and girls on 
alternate days to learn more about farming and homemaking skills. 
These meetings were the embryonic start to give students an 
awareness of their own abilities by working with^the ordinary things 
around them. These activities related to the rural knowledge to 
prepare themselves for the future. The students and most of the 
parents were excited by the activities. Jessie referred to these 
after-school meetings as her Girls Home Club and Boys Corn Club 
meetings.

After serving one term she went on to complete her college 
education and pursue teaching options elsewhere. While serving as
principal of a school in Helena, Montana, she learned of the 
opportunity to run for the office of Page County Superintendent of 
Schools. This she achieved in the 1906 fall elections and, at age 
25 assumed responsibility for 130 county schools. In this capacity 
she soon organized the rural school teachers into round table groups 
called the "Page County Progressives." These teachers adopted the 
extended curriculum that had been started in the Goldenrod School, 
and soon Boys Corn Clubs and Girls Home Clubs were meeting after
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Historical Background and Significance (continued)

school throughout the county. Friendly competition between students 
and between schools added excitement to their learning. Prizes were 
varied according to accomplishmnent but everyone receive recognition 
because each one had tried. Additional clubs were started to serve 
the students' expanding interests. They chose the clover as their 
emblem, each of the three leaves identified with an "H", for Head, 
Heart and Hands. In the center of the emblem was kernel of corn 
imprinted with the word "Page" and on the stem, the word "Iowa." 
Later a fourth leaf was added to the clover emblem for "good luck" 
and stood for "Home." (This was changed to "Health" when 4-H became 
a state and national organization.)

In 1909, Page County schools were acclaimed as the "Best Rural 
Schools in America" by U.S. Department of Education Bulletin and was 
followed by the visit of about twenty educators from southern and 
eastern states to see what was so special happening in the schools.. 
The teachers, students, and parents were very pleased with the 
accomplishments that were being made. In 1910 even the "New York 
Times" noted the growing national acclaim of the Page County 
schools: (From a June 9, 1910 article) "Starting with one small club 
in Page County several years ago, these organizations of county boys 
have spread throughout the State, have overlapped the boundaries of 
Iowa, and have been crawling eastward until they are now at the 
threshold of New York State and ready to step in."

Jessie Field left Page County education in 1912, but the seeds 
of extended education started in the Goldenrod School had sprouted, 
grown and spread to instill in boys and girls everywhere the ideas 
of continual learning and self-esteem taught in the rural schools 
and 4-H organizations. They worked hand in hand for generations.

Goldenrod School closed due to consolidation in 1960 and the 
building was subsequently moved to Clarinda to the Page County 
Fairgrounds. In 1975 Goldenrod was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places as the "Birthplace of 4-H." Recently a second 
move of the schoolhouse was necessitated by the changing of 
fairground facilities and the building was professionally moved to 
the Nodaway Valley Historical Museum site. It has been placed in a 
setting closely resembling its original country site. The school,
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Historical Background and Significance (continued)

originally situated alongside a road, retains a roadside location at 
its new site and is in a relatively open area, both features of 
which permit the schoolhouse to satisfy criterion consideration "B."

With the assistance of a grant from the State Historical Society 
of Iowa through the Historical Resource Development Program, the 
NVHS personnel have prepared a permanent 3-H and 4-H exhibit in the 
museum complimented by a narrated slide presentation entitled "The 
Beginnings of 4-H." Goldenrod is an important part of this exhibit 
and is also an integral part of displaying our rural school history. 
The displays and presentation have been enthusiastically received. 
Our future plans include having school groups actually "attend" 
country school for half-day sessions under the supervision of 
trained volunteer teachers to supplement their historical visit to 
the museum. Local 4-H groups and leaders have been assisting in the 
restoration and future planning of Goldenrod. The museum is open to 
the public year around.

9. BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Whitmore, Faye and Manila Cheshire, The Very Beginnings, 1963, World 
Publishing Co., Shenandoah, Iowa

"Goldenrod School," pamphlet sponsored by Page-Taylor (Counties) 
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10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION*

Lot 3, Commerce Park Addition to City of Clarinda, Page County, 
Iowa

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the nominated property simulates in size and 
terrain the original setting of this rural school complex.
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