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OWNER'S NAME:

St. Stephan's Church (United Churcft of Christ)
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CONDITION
gjP Excel
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ent

Altered

D Good D Fair

(Check One)

9 Unaltered

(Check One) 
O Deteriorated D Ruins l~l Unexposed

fCftec* One) 
D **PV«d S) Originol Site

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is in good condition, interior and exterior. ^Its red­ 
brick exterior is trimmed with white wood casings and topped by a white 
steeple, which in .syrometrical plan and aetailing is suggestive of Georgiar 
colonial meetinghouse churches, but the exterior belongs more literally, 
perhaps, to the mid-19th century Romanesque Revival.. A beautiful rose 
•window occupies the upper central portion of the facadejf by day the white 
wood tracery prevails, at night its lighted rich-colored stained glass 
domiciaoes. Unfortunately, the rose window was not meant to be seen from 
the interior, as the area near it in the balcony choir loft is unfinished 
and behind the pipe organ.

The original apse was semi-circular, but has been added onto on the 
rear. It was once, however, a 2-level apse, with the uppar level covering 
the whole .apse and containing the pulpit to which the pastor ascended for 
the sermon. This was changed, however, to even more unique treatment many 
years ago when the "German beer baron" Hensler, a member whose brewery 
stood nearby until c. I960, donated imported German wood cared reredos, 
with a pulpit contained within it. The area unaar the headboard, occupied 
by the pastor auring the sermon, is occupied by a rotating statue during 
the rest of the service. This merry-go-round alternation of pastor and 
statue is reminiscent of Bavarian or Swiss artifacts such as the rotating 
bell ringers of the Town Hall Clock Tower of Munich. The wood carving is 
all in elaborate Gothic. This most unique merry-go-roun^ pulpit is reach- 
ad by ascending steps to the side-rear. A fold-out lectern completes the 
pulpit,

The rear balcony choir is lar^e arid protrudes forward from around 
the organ in the shape of a portion of an octagon which echoes the pulpit 
at the opposite end.
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8. Significance
PERIOD (CfcecJr One or More a* Appropriate)

O Pre-Cotumb»on ! Q 16th Century 

(3 T5th Century Q 17th Century

Q I8tb Century 

4£J 19th Centufy

X] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (If Applicable and Known) built, I87ii
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a« Appropriate)

Aboriginal Q Education Q Political 

f t Engineering 

f~) Industry 

I | Invention 

f~1 Landscape

Architecture 

|~1 Literature

Q Military 

PI Music

Q Prehistoric

Q Historic 

f~| Agriculture 

Q Architecture 

D Art 

Q Commerce 

f~l Communications 

I | Conservation
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losophy

I | Science

{ | Sculpture

I | Social/Human­ 

itarian

O Theater

[ | Transportation

I 1 Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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St. Stephan's has many valid claims to distinction:

On April 19, JJJ?!* Mr «_5;- Stahlin, the architect, presented 
his plans for the erection orthe church ediface. The cost of Uie 
building was estimated at $17,000. Ground was broken on Tuesday 
morning May 26, 18?U and the cornerstone was laid June 21, 18?U.

This is an exceptionally quaint anchor feature at the head of an 
extended street vista, dominating, oy its artistry rather than its 
size, the principal business street of the old-worldish Ironbound 
Section of Newark.

It has an interesting history as the most strategically situated 
German Protestant church in this polyglot area of the city, which 
history is not fully reported here. The church organization is an 
offshoot of another German Church - vfolff Memorial.

In aadition to its many endearing aad quaint architectural 
features, the visual a-id symbolic relationship to its neighborhood 
make it a must for retention, lest there be a gaping void at this 
key but vulnerable location for an old church - at the fork of two 
main streets.
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St. Staphan's Church 167U-19i,9 "The 75th /noivsrsary Souvenir" a 
copy in Newark Public Library, Na rfark, Na* Jersey '
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local («§

Title Commissioner, Department of
environmental protection

Date

STATE CODE

j^@y Jar^ev 3)1

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

/IT 1 (V ^^/

Chief, Office of Archeology an^ftiistoric Preservation 

1 /
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Date / /

ATTEST:
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Keeper of The National Register]/ ' "* 
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m 
m

u»
H

O
an H 

O
z



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet) (1)

New

Essex
FOR NFS USE ONLY

BER

(Number all entries)

St. Stpphan'p? Church (United Church of Christ.')
rew Jersey Code: 3h
Fssex Co. Code: 013

Conrre^sional Representation

Pft^r TtT . riodino, Jr., Conprppsman (10th District) 
Clifford P. C,nr*e, U. S. Senator

A. "'illiam 01 , I'. S. Senator


