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West Main Street grew to. be. the,'principal.-Street in Loursville e^rly in the 
nineteenth centupy^ Ma,iti Street #uns, pa^lled tQ the Ohio ^iye^. 
The 600, 700 and 800 blocks of West Main are already listed on the National 
Register (March, 1974). The south side of the 500 block of West Main 
should be added to the district, since it is contiguous and contains 
architectural elements.

The structures in the district represent fine intact warehouse buildings from 
the second half of the nineteenth century. The combination of cast iron on 
the first floor with masonry, either limestone or brick, was used extensively. 
Structure which are exemplary of this treatment include Nos, 516 f 520, 522, 
623, 627, 629, 631, 710, and 712,

A number of pure cast-iron facades exist in the district including Nos. 607, 
635, 637, 639, 641, 713-717, 720, 722 and 724,, The Hart Block building 
at nos. 726, 730 is one of the most outstanding cast-iron facades remaining in 
the country.

The four blocks of Victorian warehoused are rich in architectural details 
ranging from Renaissance Revival, Romanesque, classical and rich eclectic 
treatments. Main Street is one of the largest and finest cast-iron districts 
left in the country.

Seven warehouses remain on the south side of the 500 block. No, 516, in the 
easternmost section of the block is a four-story brick structure with a 
cast-iron first floor. The structure is richly ornamental with terra-cotta 
in classical motifs and dates from the 1890's.

No. 520 consists of four briNck stories with a, ca.s/t^.ir.Qn first floor. Three 
unornamented windows on each floor rise to a projecting cornice. The cornice 
is noteworthy for its rather free combination of various period detailing 
including classical dentils and Victorian brackets,

Nos. 522-524 is a four*story composition of cast-iron with limestone facing 
and is of double width. The structure is marked by severe classical trim 
and capped by a projecting cornice.

No. 526 is very similar to 520-524 except that the windows of the upper floors 
are segmentally arched.

With the exception of the parking lot at the southwest corner of 6th and Main, 
there are no intrusions within the expanded district boundary.
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The West Main Street District is significant as one of the finest collections 
of Victorian commercial architecture'in the country. Main Street was also 
the magor commercial district of the city and the site of.the most dramatic 
revitalization in the central business district of Louisville.

The structures which remain today in the 500, 600, 700, and 800 blocks of West 
Main Street are on the whole the third or fourth buildings to be built on those 
sites. Fires, a tornado and commercial expansion shaped the development of 
the area.

Main Street originally was lined with simple residences and then a comfortable 
mix of commercial and residential structures. The proximity of the street to 
the wharf area shifted the emphasis to a wholesale district and the retailing 
area moved one street south to Market before the Civil War.

Postwar Louisville, strengthened by wartime, commerce f was financially sound 
and larger for new construction., Some of the most prominent architects in 
Louisville were commissioned to design structures for a burgeoning Main Street, 
Works representating such locally prominent architects as Henry Whitestone f. 
Henry Wolters, the McDonald Brother, D.X. Murphy, Charles Meyer and Charles 
J, Clark line the district in a rich array of styles from the Renaissance Revival 
to the Richardsonian Romesque and the classicism as made popular by the Columbian 
Exposition.

West Main Street remains, today as; one pf Louisville' s richest architectural 
treasures and one of the, city vs most important assets tn downtown 
revitilization.
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No. 528 is constructed of white enamel glazed brick and rises to 
a height of five stories. The structure has retained its original, 
cast-iron ground floor. The upper floors contain three windows each 
surrounded by a laurel molding. The building is capped by a extended 
cornice.

No. 530 is a five-story building of masonry and cast-iron, The
lower story is a cast-iron store front. Above this, the cornice bends
to accept a pair of pilasters which flank the center bay from that
point to the top of the fifth floor. Pilasters also rise on the sides
the facade, dividing it into thirds and adding verticality to this
already slender structure. Engaged Corintian columns flank the windows
on the second and third floors. Panels above the second floor'"windows
contain festoons and above the third , a foliage motif is evident.
The fourth floor consists of shorter, round-arched windows decorated by
egg and dart mold and large keys. Foliated spandrals supply transition
to the horizonal entablature above this story. The fenestration on
the fifth floor consists of six round-headed windows i articulated .vertically
by smooth, squat columns. Further division is furnished by pilasters
and wide arches. A spray of foliage provides decoration for the space
between the windows and the entablature. A parapet with the name and <iy
address of the structure crowns the building.
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Beginning at the southwest corner of Sixth and West Main Streets, the 
boundary proceeds east along the south side of West Main to the point 
where it intersects the east property line of Lot 130, Block 14-E 
(516 West Main), thence south along said property line to its inter­ 
section with the alley paralleling West Main to the south, thence west 
along the north side of said alley, crossing Sixth Street,to adjoin the 
West Main Street Historic District.

(Block and lot references are to the Jefferson County, Kentucky 
Property Valuation Administrator's plat records).
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