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April 21,2009

Ms. Jan Matthews 
Keeper of the Register 
National Park Service 2280, 8th floor 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, NW 
Washington D.C. 20005

RECEIVEiJ 2280

APR 27 Z009

NAT REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATiONAL PARK SERVICE

Re: Civic Center, Bartlesville, Washington County, Oklahoma 

Dear Ms. Matthews:

We are requesting the removal from the National Register of Historic Places the following 
Oklahoma property:

Civic Center, Bartlesville, Washington County

Since the property’s listing in 1989, the building has been demolished.

We look forward to the results of your review. If there may be any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact either Lynda B. Schwan of my staff or myself.

Sincerely,

Melvena Heisch 
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer

MKH:lbs



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: REMOVAL

PROPERTY Civic Center 
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE Sc COUNTY: OKLAHOMA, Washington

4/27/09DATE RECEIVED:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002122

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/10/09

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

COMMENT WAIVER: N

^ACCEPT _______RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT DATE

N
N
N

RECOM./CI^ERIA

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE 

DATE ^■3 OH____
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS,
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REGISTER

the requested mtormation. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicablo."^h^iona styles^ateh^ 
(F^T9S)^rVS'Srentri«°"^ subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use coTnuX’shSTs '

1. Name of Property
historic name Clvia Center
other names/site number

2. Location 
street & number
city, town

Johnatfine Ave. hetwean 6th at. 4
-BariTeavllie

state nifi code nif county Waahlngt.nn

Adams B1 vrt - inaI not for publication 
ImjI vicinity

code 147 zip code 74001

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property
I I private 
[3 public-local 
G] public-state 
□ pubiic-Federal

Category of Property
3building(s) 

district 
sits
structure 
object

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1

Name of related multiple property listing;
1

. buildings 

.sites 

. structures 

.objects 

.Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Fedaral Aoencv Cartlflcation

^the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. I hereby certify that this 
1_J nomination LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Races and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 
In my opinion, the property U meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. □ See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets Ddoes not moot the National Register criteria. □ See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register. □ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

□ removed from the National Register.
□ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Funfltion or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RECREATION/AUDITORIUM
GOVERNMENT/CITY HALL 
EDUCATION/LIBRARY

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
education/library

7. Description
ArchitecturaJ Classification
(enter categories from instructions) 

CLASSICAL REVIVAL

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY/CONTEXT

foundation 
walls____

CONCRETE
BRICK/STONE

roof _ 
other.

ASPHALT
MARBLE/TILE

Bartlesville's downtown business district on%he ^o^ig\na^^ towsite. ^^Facinf ^wett^lith 

^ frontage on Johnstone Avenue, the building was designed as a convention hall
and theatre with space for an armory, drill hall, banquet and civic club rooms. Its 
architecture is dominantly Neo-Classic Revival with elements and details of the Beaux 
Arts period. The plan elevation is in the shape of a short, bold "T" (1) with ground- 
leyel, first and second floors formed with reinforced concrete, exterior brick and stone 
trim. During 65 years, the only significant exterior alteration was the library addition 
to the north wing in 1962. Only this wing remains open since the city offices in the 
Civic Center were vacated in 1976. Alterations and continuing damages from a leaking
roof have not seriously affected either the historic or architectural integrity of the 
building.

LOCATION DESCRIPTION

Situated on the west half of the block bounded by Johnstone and Dewey avenues and by
Boulevard, the Civic Center is in the geographic heart of the 

city. Three original combined lots provide a 300-foot frontage on Johnstone Avenue 
facing west, and the property extends 140 feet eastward to a 20-foot paved alley. The 
building is 206 feet wide at its front elevation and 128 feet in depth front-to-back. 
It overlooks the downtown #1 fire station and a funeral home on the west; a church 
parking lot on the north; a telephone building and municipal parking on the east; and a 
residential area to the south. The official property description is Section 12, 26 
North, 12 East; Block 55, Lots 4, 5 and 6; Original Bartlesville Townsite.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Most of the elements of the Civic Center front facade are Neo-Classic Revivals of The 
Classic Ideal as rendered in monumental buildings described in The Practical Book of 
Architecture. The same book describes elements and details of the Beaux Arts period, a 
few of which are also present in the Civic Center principal facade.

See continuation sheet
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The street level of the building’s central section is accentuated with a heavy stone 
base and a flat, stone wall punctuated with recessed arches framing double-hung French 
windows. There are also recessed openings for three central section entrances, all with 
double French doors and surmounted with metal-and-glass marquees which were added 
several years after the building was completed (2). The ground-level floor is topped 
with a heavy stonecourse that supports an arcade of tall arched windows on the main 
floor or "premier etage" and a massive Palladian window stretching up over two 
floors with it’s keystone touching the entablature (3). The main floor stonecourse also 
supports bases for a series of Corinthian pilasters rising to the entablature decorated 
with plain medallions in low relief and centered over each capital. Little space 
remains in the central section for red matt faced brick in the flat wall between 
pilasters. Crowning the building’s central facade is a typical Neo-Classic, uncluttered 
balustrade as described in American Architecture Since 1780. The name CIVIC CENTER in 
low relief on a placard is engaged with balusters directly over the center Palladian 
window.

The principal facade of the south wing is a Neo-Classic derivation of Greek Revival 
features described in American Architecture Since 1780. Four pilasters (mimicking 
engaged columns) rise from a ground-level stonecourse to an entablature and unadorned, 
low—gabled pediment. The second floor of the north wing has the same appearance and 
construction as the south wing except upper windows have been filled in with pre-cast 
rought concrete slabs. Original lower floor west windows were displaced with a slightly 
zig-zag wall of redbud bricks plus a planter in a 1962 library expansion. The only 
natural lighting for the library is from a continuous four-pane window centered on the 
north wall. A view of the rear elevation (4) shows the enormous box-like area 
encompassing the stage tower, auditorium and balcony. Devoid of design, these vast 
brick areas are interrupted only by rear stage and basement doors and dressing room 
windows.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Inside the front entrance, a red-tiled vestibule opens through double French doors and 
down a ramp to an 80 by 100-foot room which once served as a banquet and drill hall. 
Also from the first floor vestibule, wide marble stairways on both sides lead to the 
main floor vestible and a triple-arch loggia, a Palladian feature used in many 
Neo-Classic buildings as discussed in American Architecture 1607-1976. Through the 
arches a wide corridor connects with both north and south wings, meeting rooms, 
restrooms and two main entrances to the auditorium. Cantilevered construction of the 
bowl-shape balcony (5) and auditorium allows an unobstructed view from 1150 auditorium 
seats and 700 balcony seats. Matching triple-arch loggias with banisters and ornamented 
spandrels lead to exits on both sides of the auditorium. In front of the stage, seating 
accommodates a 24-piece orchestra. Imposing Corinthian pilasters grace each side of a 
58 by 25-foot proscenium opening. The stage is large enough for intramural basketball 
or for social dancing. Seventeen dressing rooms on two floors surround the stage. 
Entry to lower balcony seats is by a center double door from the second floor corridor. 
Upper balcony seats are accessible from entrances of both sides at the back which were 
added in 1930 (6).
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CONSTRUCTION FEATURES

The Civic Center was ahead of its time structurally with its thin-shell, folded-plate 
and cantilever construction which added strength to the balcony while eliminating a lot 
of dead weight. This feature is described in detail in Structural Design in Architec- 
ture and shown in a 1922 construction scene (7). The main auditorium and stage roof are 
concrete with an overlay of seven-ply Barber Asphalt Standard all carried on steel 
trusses. The gabled roofs on both wings are covered with asphalt shingles. Cosmetic 
damage to the interior is the result of a leaking roof, but vast expanses of outside 
wall space show no evidence of shifting or mortar loss. The foundation on bedrock and 
reinforced concrete construction throughout have allowed the building to stand the test 
of time during 65 years.

The auditorium was designed with an excellent system of natural ventilation by convec­
tive air currents. Air entered at relatively cool ground-floor intakes rising through 
holes in the composite floor (reinforced concrete plus structural clay tile) and then 
through ventilators under the seats to flow upward through the auditorim. In winter, 
heat was provided by use of oil burners and one of the most modern heating systems of 
the time. It was a low-pressure, two-pipe vacuum system with heat registers throughout 
the building. Only the auditorium was heated by forced air brought through tempering 
coils, passed into the air space under the floor and up into the auditorium through the 
underseat ventilators. Other mechanical systems included drinking fountains with ice 
cold water furnished from a cistern in the basement which had a special cooling system. 
Automatic fire doors protected the stage and other vital entryways. An asbestos stage 
curtain protected the auditorium. Fire hydrants installed throughout the building 
provided firehose connections every seventy-five feet. North and south outside fire 
escapes provided exits from all floors.

ALTERATIONS

Both minor and major alterations were made throughout the years; for accoustical 
ceilings, five metal-and-glass marquees, and marble stairways for two more balcony 
entrances in 1930; for remodeling upper and lower floors of the south wing to provide 
space for all city offices except fire, police and jail facilities in 1931-32; and the 
major library expansion of the north wing in 1962. Despite these changes, the Civic 
Center retains a high degree of architectural integrity both inside and out because the 
overall symmetry of the structure was affected only in the lower floor changes of the 
north wing.
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NOTES

1) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Lot and Ground Floor plans. 28 Apr. 1922.

2) Sears, T. Only architect's drawing showing entrance marquees. Circa 1931-32.

3) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Front elevation. 28 Apr. 1922.

4) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Rear Elevation. 28 Apr. 1922.

5) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Balcony and Second Floor plans. 28 Apr. 1922,

6) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 8 July 1930. p. 1.

7) Bartlesville Public Library. Folded-plate construction in progress. 1922.

-. i



Applicable National Register Criteria [3A Ob fxlc

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Qa Qb Qc

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
ENTERTAINHENT/RECREATION_________________
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTURE

Jd

Hd De Df

Period of Significance 
1923-1938

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Significant Oates 
1923 
1927 
1932

Significant Person 
N/A

Architect/Builder
Barnett. George D.. and Company 
Bellows. W.S.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abov^ 

SUMMARY

The Bartlesville Civic Center is historically and architecturally significant to this 
northeastern Oklahoma city. It served as the cultural center for the community from its 
construction in 1923 until it closed in 1976. It also served as the seat of city 
government from 1932 until 1976. Also, the Civic Center is the best example of the Neo­
classical style in Bartlesville.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

According to newspaper accounts Bartlesville's need for a public building was first 
envisioned as a national guard armory (8), some say as a memorial to those who lost 
their lives in World War I (9),(10),(11). After extensive study by many civic groups, 
the concensus was that a public meeting place should be built to satisfy the needs of 
all citizens. In 1921, the people approved $300,000 in bonds to erect a convention hall 
and theatre to be called the Bartlesville Civic Center (12). Deeds for three lots on
Johnstone Avenue to provide a building site were acquired by the city for $31 500 in 1921 (13), (14). o u

Original building plans dated April 28, 1922 by the St. Louis architectural firm of 
Barnett, Hayes, Barnett, Inc., were presented by George Barnett in May of 1922 (15). A 
subsequent scandal involving bids required new plans which were approved in July, and 
Oklahoma City contractor, W. S. Bellows, finally started construction on October 4, 1922 
(16). The cornerstone was laid January 12, 1923 and the building was completed in 
mid-September (17). The Civic Center opened to much fanfare with a three-day pageant 
"Oklahoma" on November 12, 13 and 14, 1923 (18),(19).

IXl See continuation sheet
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In 1927 when the Carnegie Public Library outgrew its quarters at Seventh Street and 
Osage Avenue, the library was moved to the Civic Center north wing in October, 1927 
(19). Bonds for an extensive $265,000 library expansion of 10,000 square feet were 
approved in I960 (20). Another $35,000 was donated for an exhibit hall and history 
room, buck and associates were the architects. Powell Construction Company of Tulsa 
was the contractor (21). The brick and concrete addition was finished in late 1961 and 
the open house for the completed expansion was January 21, 1962 (22). The Civic Center 
has been home for the public library for sixty-one years.

The Civic Center, except for the public library, was closed in 1976 (23). 

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

During the Civic Center's period of significance from 1923 to 1938, it was clearly the 
cultural and recreated center of the community. According to the Washington County 
Historical Society, Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise and A History of Bartlesville 
famous performers included Helen Hayes, Will Rogers, Harry Lauder, Ethel Barrymore] 
Thomas E. Dewey and Admiral Richard Byrd (24),(25). The Civic Center stage hosted 
Broadway cast productions of Tobacco Road, Green Pastures, Desert Song, Rose Marie, 
Taming of the Shrew and Ziegfeld follies (26). Equally famous performances included 
concerts by the U.S. Navy Band, John Philip Sousa and Paul Whiteman with his orchestra.

Starting in 1926, amateur theatricals by the Bartlesville Little Theatre Group continued 
right up until city fathers closed the building in 1976. In addition, there were 
operas, lectures, ballets, antique shows. Barbershop quartets, and jazz-era dancing. 
For youngsters there were indoor circuses, puppet shows, movies and sports activities. 
At annual Christmas parties there was a sack of hard candy and a new silver dollar for 
every child from the town's philanthropist and oil man, "Uncle" Frank Phillips.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

The Bartlesville City Hall was located at Fourth Street and Dewey Avenue from 1909 to 
1932 (27) when all city offices, except the fire department, police station and jail 
facilities, were moved to the remodeled Civic Center building on Johnstone (28). The 
move was made to save the cost of double building maintenance. All City facilities in 
the old building on Dewey were abandoned in 1950 when it was sold. It burned in 1979, 
was shortly demolished (29), and is now a parking lot. The Civic Center remained the 
seat of city government for forty-four years from 1932 to 1976 when ’ city fathers 
abandoned it as unsafe and moved one block east to present quarters at Sixth Street and 
Dewey Avenue.
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ARCHITECTURE

Architectual significance, under criterion "C" of Applicable National Register Criteria, 
is justified by the fact that the Civic Center is the best example of the Neo-Classic 
Revival style in Bartlesville. During the sixty-five years since it was completed in 
1923, only the library addition to the lower floor of the north wing has changed the 
outside appearance of the the building. The effects of this alteration and continuing 
cosmetic damage to the interior from a leaking roof have not destroyed the building's 
overall historic appearance or its architectural integrity.

CURRENT STATUS

Most of the Civic Center has stood empty for twelve years since 1976. 
the city voted to demolish the building and build a new library on 
site. A district court case to save the building was dismissed, 
citizens' iniative petition, calling for a vote of the people before demolition of the 
building, was accepted by the Bartlesville City Council as valid. The building's fate 
will be decided in a special or regular election no later than April, 1989.

On April 18, 1988 
the Civic Center 

Subsequently, a
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NOTES

8) Bartlesville Daily Enterprise. 11 Nov. 1923. p. 1.

9) Debo, A. The WPA Guide to 1930s Oklahoma. University Press of Kansas. Lawrence. 
1941. pp. 133, 134.

10) Ruth, K. A Guide to the Sooner State. University of Oklahoma Press. Norman. 
1941. p. 145.

11) Bartlesville Wednesday Morning American. 25 Sept. 1985. p. 3.

12) Bartlesville Public Library. City ordinance to issue $300,000 in bonds for 
convention hall and community house. 14 Mar. 1921.

13) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 16 Dec. 1921. p. 1.

14) Register of Deeds, Washington County, Oklahoma. Deeds Records. 1922.

15) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 8 Aug. 1984. p. 1.

16) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 12 Jan. 1923. p. 1.

17) Bartlesville Daily Enterprise. 11 Nov. 1923. p. 1.

18) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 11 Nov. 1923. Sec. C. pp. 1, 2.

19) Bartlesville Daily Enterprise. 3 Oct. 1927. p. 1.

20) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 25 May I960, p. 1.

21) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 6 Dec. I960, p. 1.

22) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 21, Jan. 1961. p. 19

23) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 10 Aug. 1976. p. 1.

24) Washington County Historical Society. Letter. 27 Nov. 1985.

25) Williams, J. Bartlesville. Reda Pump Division of TRW Inc. 1978. p. 93.

26) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 5 Jan. 1982. p. 1.

27) Bartlesville Public Library. History Room. Circa. 1924.

28) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 18 May 1932.

29) Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise. 1 Aug. 1979.



9. Majer.BIbllographlcai References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
□ preiiminary determination of individuai iisting (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #_____________

]] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Pn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data; 
State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property less than one acre

UTM References
A hi-5l l2l^i4lliSi0l l4i0l7i0l7i5iQl

Zone Easting Northing
c III L_ i 1 I I I I I I I 1 I I I I

I I I IB Lj_J 1 ____
Zone Easting

D I I , I I 1

l_L I I I I I
Northing
I I I I I , I

F5 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Original Town of Bartlesville, Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 55.

IwaI See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the Civic Center is the same parcel historically 
associated with the property.

1^ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared~Bv

name/title_____
organization___
street & number. 
city or town___

Carlos Melton

mg S. Johnstone Avenue
Bartlesville

date November 29, 1988
:telephone (918) 336-4454 
. state9^zip code _ 74003
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PHOTOGRAPHS. 8 x 10, B 4 W 

1

8.

Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Hays Studio 
1922
Negative: Bartlesville Public Library.
Looking northeast at Civic Center original construction.

2. Civic Center
Bartlesville, OK 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1924
Negative: Bartlesville Public Library.
Looking northeast at completed Civic Center (before addition of marquees).

3. Civic Center Bartlesville, OK 
Monte Lilburn 
May 10, 1988
Negative 18 submitted with application.
Looking northeast at current view of main facade.

4. Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Leighton Venn Studio 
July 12, 1988
Negative #8 submitted with application. 
Looking east at full west facade.

5. All information same as //4 except description and negative #12. 
Looking east at main entrance and marquee.

6. All information same as #4 except description and negative #14.
Looking northeast and upward at design of metal-and-glass marquee at main entrance,

7. All information same as #4 except description and negative #16. 
Looking southeasterly at north wing library addition.

Civic Center 
Bartle'sville, OK 
Monte Lilburn 
June 30, 1988
Negative #12 submitted with application. 
Looking northwest at back of stage tower.

■ V
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PHOTOGRAPHS (cont.)

9. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #2.
Looking east through first floor archways to corridor and theatre doors.

10. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #6.
Looking northeast at view from landing between first and second floor 
vestibules.

11. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #9.
Looking southwest at south wall auditorium loggia leading to side exit.

12. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #8.
Looking south at second floor corridor showing stairs leading to lower balcony.

13. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #5.
Looking northeast at balcony seating and stage.

14. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #20 
Looking easterly at detail of stage proscenium design.

15. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #22.
Looking east at close-up of pilaster, finial, cornice and stage proscenium 
design from lower balcony.

16. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #24.
Looking northeast at decorative north wall bracket below main roof beam as 
viewed from upper north balcony.
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COLOR SLIDES

1. Looking northeast at front facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

2. Looking east at front entrance, marquee, palladian window and ballustrade in 
the center facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

3. Looking northeast at front facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

4. Looking southeasterly at library addition. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

5. Looking northwesterly at rear view of stage tower. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

6. Looking northeasterly at auditorium and balcony. 1988. Stephen Lane Van 
Scoyoc.

7. Looking southeasterly at loggia and ballustrade on south wall leading to side 
exit. 1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

8. Looking northeast at stage and proscenium viewed from upper balcony. 1988. 
Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

9. Looking north at balcony seating from upper balcony entryway. 1988. Stephen 
Lane Van Scoyoc.

10. Looking northeasterly at reinforced concrete beam supporting folded-plate 
balcony as seen from access doorway at north end of second floor corridor. 
1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

11. Looking south at vacant municipal office area in the south wing first floor 
with access stairway from ground level. 1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

12. Looking southeasterly at library book stacks from reference room entrance. 
1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.
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2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
□ excellent
□ good
□ fair

□ deteriorated
1 1 ruins
1 1 unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered
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□ original site
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□ completeness
□ clarity
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□ dates
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8. Significance
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
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□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on ai attached sheet
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Bartlesville Civic Center 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

The building is eligible under criterion C as a good 
representative of the architectural tradition of Academic 
Eclecticism prevalently practiced at the end of the 19th century 
through the early 20th century. Designs illustrative of this 
tradition exhibit a variety of revivalist styles; the 
Bartlesville Civic Center design is predominantly rendered in the 
mode of Beaux Arts Classicism. Specifically, on its exterior it 
exhibits the following classical design attributes of the style: 
monumental massing; regular horizontal and vertical proportions; 
raised coursed ashlar foundation; central entrance and 
symmetrical facade; and applied classical ornamentation such as 
the stone Corinthian pilasters, keystones, plinths, round arch 
window surround, string course, entablature with decorative 
medallions, and balustrade. The appearance of an attic story, a 
common Beaux Arts feature, is created by the extended brick 
parapet wall. On the interior the building displays classically 
influenced features such as the triple arcaded entrance to the 
auditorium, the plaster Corinthian pilasters, the proscenium arch 
egg-and-dart and acanthus moldings and cartouche, and the coved 
tray ceiling supported by scrolled brackets.

Although not a textbook example of revivalist high style Beaux 
Arts Classicism, or possibly not the best example of this style 
in Bartlesville, the Civic Center is a significant representation 
of its period and of an established tradition of architectural 
design. The building's representative architectural character 
does not detract from its significance under Criterion C, but 
rather it is specifically why it is architecturally important. 
Despite alterations common to many public buildings such as the 
library addition, the window replacement, and various interior 
changes, the building retains a relatively high degree of 
integrity.

------

Beth L. Savage 
Architectural Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
October 4, 1989
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form
This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Qu/dW/nes 
for Completing National Register Forma (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.
1. Nam# of Property
historic name Civic Center
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number
city, town
state Oklahoma

Johnstone Ave. Retween fith flHamc RivH ^hot for publication

Bartlesville [M vicinity
code OK county Washington______ code U7 zip code 7ann^

3. ClaiiHlcatlon
Ownership of Property 

1 private 
j publlC'local 
] public-state 
j publlc-Federal

^tegory of Property 
bulldlng(s) 
district
site
structure 
object

1

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

0 buildings
0 sites
0 structures
0 objects 
Q Total1

Name of related multiple property listing; 
N/A___________

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register 1

4. State/Fedaral Agency Certification

signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [U meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. O See continuation aheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby^^gprtify that this property is; 

In the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

lU determined eligible for the National 
Register. O See continuation sheet.

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

_| removed from the National Register, 
mother, (explain;)_______________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls____

roof _ 
other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

I I See continuation sheet
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form
This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Quldtllnt 
for Completing Netlonel Register Forma (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, stylos, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategorlas listed In the Instructions. For additional apace use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-000a). Type all entries.
1 ■ N«m» of Property
historic name Civic Center
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number
city, town
state Okl ahoma

Ave. between 6th St. § Adams Blvd. NAI not for publication 
Bartlesville vicinity
code OK county Washington code 147 zip code 74003

3. Classification
Number of Resources within PropertyOwnership of Property 

I I private 
[H public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
~X| buildlng(s)
I] district

Contributing
1

□ site
I structure 

~1 object

Noncontributing 
0 buildings
0 sites
0 structures 
0 objects 
0__ Total

Name of related multiple property listing;
_____ N/A

-L u I uiai
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0

4. Stata/Fadaral Agancy Cartificatlon

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets Ddoes not moot the National Register criteria, □see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

[II nomination □ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property □ meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria, □see continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is;
I I entered in the Nationai Register.

I I See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register. □ See continuation sheet.
□ deterrriined not eligible for the 

National Register.

removed from the National Register, 
other, (explain;)_______________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RECREAT lON/AUMTORIUM 
GOVERNMENT/CIIY HALL 
EDUCATION/LIBRARY _________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
EHJCATION/LIBRARY _______

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

CLASSICAL REVIVAL

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

CONCRETEfoundation___________
walls BRICK/STONE

roof. ASPHALT
other MARBLE/TILE

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY/CONTEXT

The Civic Center is a three-level structure built in 1922-23 at the south edge of 
Bartlesville's downtovm district on the original townsite. Facing west with a dignified 
frontage on Johnstone Avenue, the building was designed as a convention hall and theatre 
with space for an armory, drill hall, banquet and civic club rooms. Its architecture 
is dominantly Neo-Classic Revival with elements and details of the Beaux Arts period.
The plan elevation is in the shape of a short, bold "T" (1) with ground level, first 
and second floors formed with reinforced concrete, exterior brick and stone trim.
During 65 years, the only significant exterior alteration was the library addition to 
the north wing in 1962, Only this wing remains open since the city offices in the 
Civic Center were vacated in 1976. Alterations and continuing damages from a leaking 
roof have not seriously affected either the historic or architectural integrity of the 
building.

LOCATION DESCRIPTION
Situated on the west half of the block bounded by Johnstone and Dewey avenues and by 
Sixth Street and Adams Boulevard, the Civic Center is in the geographic heart of the 
city. Three original combined lots provide a 300-foot frontage on Johnstone Avenue 
facing west, and the property extends 140 feet eastward to a 20-foot paved alley.
The building is 206 feet wide at its front elevation and 128 feet in depth front-to- 
back. It overlooks the downtown #1 fire station and a funeral heme on the west; a church 
parking lot on the north; a telephone building and municipal parking on the east; and a 
residential area to the south. The offical property description is Section 12, 26 North, 
12 East; Block 55, Lots 4, 5, and 6; Original Bartlesville Townsite.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION
Most of the elements of the Civic Center front facade are Neo-Classic Revivals of The 
Classic Ideal as rendered in monumental buildings described in The Practical Book of 
Architecture. The same book describes elements and details of the Beaux Arts period, 
a few of which are also present in the Civic Center principal facade.

nn See continuation sheet
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The street level of the building's central section is accentuated with a heavy stone 
base and a flat, stone wall punctuated with recessed arches framing double-hung French 
windows. There are also recessed openings for three central section entrances, all with 
double French doors and surmounted with metal-and-glass marquees which were added 
several years after the building was completed (2). The ground-level floor is topped 
with a heavy stonecourse that supports an arcade of tall arched windows on the main 
floor or "premier etage" and a massive Palladian window stretching up over two 
floors with it's keystone touching the entablature (3). The main floor stonecourse also 
supports bases for a series of Corinthian pilasters rising to the entablature decorated 
with plain medallions in low relief and centered over each capital. Little space 
remains in the central section for red matt faced brick in the flat wall between 
pilasters. Crowning the building's central facade is a typical Neo-Classic, uncluttered 
balustrade as described in American Architecture Since 1780. The name CIVIC CENTER in 
low relief on a placard is engaged with balusters directly over the center Palladian 
window.

The principal facade of the south wing is a Neo-Classic derivation of Greek Revival 
features described in American Architecture Since 1780. Four pilasters (mimicking 
engaged columns) rise from a ground-level stonecourse to an entablature and unadorned, 
low-gabled pediment. The second floor of the north wing has the same appearance and 
construction as the south wing except upper windows have been filled in with pre-cast 
rought concrete slabs. Original lower floor west windows were displaced with a slightly 
zig-zag wall of redbud bricks plus a planter in a 1962 library expansion. The only 
natural lighting for the library is from a continuous four-pane window centered on the 
north wall. A view of the rear elevation (4) shows the enormous box-like area 
encompassing the stage tower, auditorium and balcony. Devoid of design, these vast 
brick areas are interrupted only by rear stage and basement doors and dressing room 
windows.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Inside the front entrance, a red-tiled vestibule opens through double French doors and 
down a ramp to an 80 by 100-foot room which once served as a banquet and drill hall. 
Also from the first floor vestibule, wide marble stairways on both sides lead to the 
main floor vestible and a triple-arch loggia, a Palladian feature used in many 
Neo-Classic buildings as discussed in American Architecture 1607-1976. Through the 
arches a wide corridor connects with both north and south wings, meeting rooms, 
restrooms and two main entrances to the auditorium. Cantilevered construction of the 
bowl-shape balcony (5) and auditorium allows an unobstructed view from 1150 auditorium 
seats and 700 balcony seats. Matching triple-arch loggias with banisters and ornamented 
spandrels lead to exits on both sides of the auditorium. In front of the stage, seating 
accommodates a 24-piece orchestra. Imposing Corinthian pilasters grace each side of a 
58 by 25-foot proscenium opening. The stage is large enough for intramural basketball 
or for social dancing. Seventeen dressing rooms on two floors surround the stage. 
Entry to lower balcony seats is by a center double door from the second floor corridor. 
Upper balcony seats are accessible from entrances of both sides at the back which were
added in 1930 (6).
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CONSTRUCTION FEATURES

The Civic Center was ahead of its time structurally with its thin-shell, folded-plate 
and cantilever construction which added strength to the balcony while eliminating a lot 
of dead weight. This feature is described in detail in Structural Design in Architec­
ture and shown in a 1922 construction scene (7). The main auditorium and stage roof are 
concrete with an overlay of seven-ply Barber Asphalt Standard all carried on steel 
trusses. The gabled roofs on both wings are covered with asphalt shingles. Cosmetic 
damage to the interior is the result of a leaking roof, but vast expanses of outside 
wall space show no evidence of shifting or mortar loss. The foundation on bedrock and 
reinforced concrete construction throughout have allowed the building to stand the test 
of time during 65 years.

The auditorium was designed with an excellent system of natural ventilation by convec­
tive air currents. Air entered at relatively cool ground-floor intakes rising through 
holes in the composite floor (reinforced concrete plus structural clay tile) and then 
through ventilators under the seats to flow upward through the auditorim. In winter, 
heat was provided by use of oil burners and one of the most modern heating systems of 
the time. It was a low-pressure, two-pipe vacuum system with heat registers throughout 
the building. Only the auditorium was heated by forced air brought through tempering 
coils, passed into the air space under the floor and up into the auditorium through the 
underseat ventilators. Other mechanical systems included drinking fountains with ice 
cold water furnished from a cistern in the basement which had a special cooling system. 
Automatic fire doors protected the stage and other vital entryways. An asbestos stage 
curtain protected the auditorium. Fire hydrants installed throughout the building 
provided firehose connections every seventy-five feet. North and south outside fire 
escapes provided exits from all floors.

ALTERATIONS

Both minor and major alterations were made throughout the years; for accoustical 
ceilings, five metal-and-glass marquees, and marble stairways for two more balcony 
entrances in 1930; for remodeling upper and lower floors of the south wing to provide 
space for all city offices except fire, police and jail facilities in 1931-32; and the 
major library expansion of the north wing in 1962. Despite these changes, the Civic 
Center retains a high degree of architectural integrity both inside and out because the 
overall symmetry of the structure was affected only in the lower floor changes of the 
north wing.
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NOTES

1) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Lot and Ground Floor plans. 28 Apr. 1922.

2) Sears, T. Only architect's drawing showing entrance marquees. Circa 1931-32.

3) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Front elevation. 28 Apr. 1922.

4) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Rear Elevation. 28 Apr. 1922.

5) Bartlesville City Engineering Files. Balcony and Second Floor plans. 28 Apr. 1922.

6) Bartlesville Morning Examiner. 8 July 1930. p. 1.

7) Bartlesville Public Library. Folded-plate construction in progress. 1922.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally ^ statewide locally

]b [3c Hd

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Oa HHb HUc Od H[]e Of I IG

Applicable National Register Criteria [XIa

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1925-1938______

Cultural Affiliation
N/A_______

Significant Dates
1925
1927
1932

Significant Person
N/A_________

Architect/Builder
Barnett. George D.. and Company 
Bellows. W.S._________________

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SUMMARY

The Bartlesville Civic Center is historically architecturally significant to this 
northeastern Oklahoma city. It served as the cultural center for the community from its 
construction in 1923 until it closed in 1976. It also served as the seat of city 
government from 1932 until 1976. Also, the Civic Center is a representative example 
of the Neo-Classical style in Bartlesville.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

According to newspaper accounts Bartlesville’s need for a public building was first 
envisioned as a national guard armory (8), some say as a memorial to those \A\o lost 
their lives in World War I C9), (10), (11). After extensive study by many civic groups, 
the concensus was that a public meeting place should be built to satisfy the needs of 
all citizens. In 1921, the people approved $300,000 in bonds to erect a convention hall 
and theatre to be called the Bartlesville Civic Center (12). Deeds for three lots on 
Johnstone Avenue to provide a building site were acquired by the city for $31,500 in 
1921 (13), (14).

Original building plans dated April 28, 1922 by the St. Louis architectural firm of 
Barnett, Hayes, Barnett, Inc., were presented by George Barnett in May of 1922 (15).
A subsequent scandal involving bids required new plans which were approved in July, and 
Oklahoma City contractor, W.S. Bellows, finally started construction on October 4, 1922 (16). 
The cornerstone was laid January 12, 1923 and the building was completed in mid-September(17) 
The Civic Center opened to much fanfare with a three-day pageant "Oklahoma" on November 12, 
13 and 14, 1923 (18), (19).

O See continuation sheet



9. Malor Blblloaraphical Refereneet

Previous documentation on file (NPS);
□ preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
0 previously listed in the National Register
1 I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
[H designated a National Historic Landmark
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey #
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #_________ __________________________

nn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data; 
m state historic preservation office 

] Other State agency 
1 Federal agency 

J Local government 
] University

I I Other 
Specify repository;

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property. ■f-ViQ-n

UTM References
A h. iS I l7 4 h iS f) I I 4i nl 7i nl ?i nl

Zone Easting Northing
C I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

B [
Zone Easting

dLU L1^
I I I I

Northing
, I I I I

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Original Town of Bartlesville, Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 55.

IT^See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the Civic Center is the same parcel historically associated with the 
property.

fr^See continuation sheet

11. Form Praparad B'
Mename/title. 

organization.
Carlos Melton Hatft November 29, 1988 

: telephone 556-4454 ;
. state OKzip code 74003

NA
etreet & number 1119 5. Johnstone Avenue
city or town Bartlesville

*U.S.QPO:198B-0-223-8ie
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In 1927 when the Carnegie Public Library outgrew its quarters at Seventh Street and 
Osage Avenue, the library was moved to the Civic Center north wing in October, 1927 
(19). Bonds for an extensive $265,000 library expansion of 10,000 square feet were 
approved in I960 (20). Another $35,000 was donated for an exhibit hall and history 
room, buck and associates were the architects. Powell Construction Company of Tulsa 
was the contractor (21). The brick and concrete addition was finished in late 1961 and 
the open house for the completed expansion was January 21, 1962 (22). The Civic Center 
has been home for the public library for sixty-one years.

The Civic Center, except for the public library, was closed in 1976 (23)*

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

During the Civic Center's period of significance from 1923 to 1938, it was clearly the 
cultural and recreated center of the community. According to the Washington County 
Historical Society, Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise and A History of Bartlesville, 
famous performers included Helen Hayes, Will Rogers, Harry Lauder, Ethel Barrymore, 
Thomas E. Dewey and Admiral Richard Byrd (24),(25). The Civic Center stage hosted 
Broadway cast productions of Tobacco Road, Green Pastures, Desert Song, Rose Marie, 
Taming of the Shrew and Ziegfeld follies (26). Equally famous performances included 
concerts by the U.S. Navy Band, John Philip Sousa and Paul Whiteman with his orchestra.

Starting in 1926, amateur theatricals by the Bartlesville Little Theatre Group continued 
right up until city fathers closed the building in 1976. In addition, there were 
operas, lectures, ballets, antique shows. Barbershop quartets, and jazz-era dancing. 
For youngsters there were indoor circuses, puppet shows, movies and sports activities. 
At annual Christmas parties there was a sack of hard candy and a new silver dollar for 
every child from the town's philanthropist and oil man, "Uncle" Frank Phillips.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

The Bartlesville City Hall was located at Fourth Street and Dewey Avenue from 1909 to 
1932 (27) when all city offices, except the fire department, police station and jail 
facilities, were moved to the remodeled Civic Center building on Johnstone (28). The 
move was made to save the cost of double building maintenance. All City facilities in 
the old building on Dewey were abandoned in 1950 when it was sold. It burned in 1979t 
was shortly demolished (29), and is now a parking lot. The Civic Center remained the 
seat of city government for forty-four years from 1932 to 1976 when city fathers 
abandoned it as unsafe and moved one block east to present quarters at Sixth Street and 
Dewey Avenue.
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ARCHITECTURE

Architectual significance, under criterion "C" of Applicable National Register Criteria, 
is justified by the fact that the Civic Center is a representative example of the Neo- 
Classic Revival style in Bartlesville. During the sixty-five years since it was 
completed in 1923, only the library addition to the lower floor of the north wing has 
changed the outside appearance of the building. The effects of this alteration and contin­
uing cosmetic damage to the interior from a leaking roof have not destroyed the building's 
overall historic appearance or its architectural integrity.

CURRENT STATUS

Most of the Civic Center has stood empty for twelve years since 1976. On April 18, 1988 
the city voted to demolish the building and build a new library on the Civic Center site. 
A district court case to save the building was dismissed. Subsequently, a citizen's 
initiative petition, calling for a vote of the people before demolition of ithbi ibuilding, 
was accepted by the Bartlesville City Council as valid. The building's fate will be 
decided in a special or regular election no later than April, 1989.
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PHOTOGRAPHS. 8 x 10. B & W

1. Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Hays Studio 
1922
Negative: Bartlesville Public Library.
Looking northeast at Civic Center original construction.

2. Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1924
Negative: Bartlesville Public Library.
Looking northeast at completed Civic Center (before addition of marquees).

3. Civic Center Bartlesville, OK 
Monte Lilburn
May 10, 1988
Negative 18 submitted with application.
Looking northeast at current view of main facade.

4. Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Leighton Venn Studio 
July 12, 1988
Negative #8 submitted with application.
Looking east at full west facade.

5. All information same as #4 except description and negative #12.
Looking east at main entrance and marquee.

6. All information same as #4 except description and negative #14.
Looking northeast and upward at design of metal-and-glass marquee at main entrance

7. All information same as #4 except description and negative #16.
Looking southeasterly at north wing library addition.

8. Civic Center 
Bartlesville, OK 
Monte Lilburn 
June 30, 1988
Negative #12 submitted with application.
Looking northwest at back of stage tower.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (cont.)

9. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #2.
Looking east through first floor archways to corridor and theatre doors.

10. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #6.
Looking northeast at view from landing between first and second floor 
vestibules.

11. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #9.
Looking southwest at south wall auditorium loggia leading to side exit.

12. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #8.
Looking south at second floor corridor showing stairs leading to lower balcony.

13. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #5.
Looking northeast at balcony seating and stage.

14. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #20 
Looking easterly at detail of stage proscenium design.

15. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #22.
Looking east at close-up of pilaster, finial, cornice and stage proscenium 
design from lower balcony.

16. All information same as #4 except description and negative, #24.
Looking northeast at decorative north wall bracket below main roof beam as 
viewed from upper north balcony.
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COLOR SLIDES
1. Looking northeast at front facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

2. Looking east at front entrance, marquee, palladian window and ballustrade in 
the center facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

3. Looking northeast at front facade. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

4. Looking southeasterly at library addition. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

5. Looking northwesterly at rear view of stage tower. 1988. Monte Lilburn.

6. Looking northeasterly at auditorium and balcony. 1988. Stephen Lane Van 

Scoyoc.
7. Looking southeasterly at loggia and ballustrade on south wall leading to side 

exit. 1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

8. Looking northeast at stage and proscenium viewed from upper balcony. 1988. 
Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

9. Looking north at balcony seating from upper balcony entryway. 1988. Stephen 
Lane Van Scoyoc.

10. Looking northeasterly at reinforced concrete beam supporting folded-plate 
balcony as seen from access doorway at north end of second floor corridor. 
1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

11. Looking south at vacant municipal office area in the south wing first floor 
with access stairway from ground level. 1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.

12. Looking southeasterly at library book stacks from reference room entrance. 
1988. Stephen Lane Van Scoyoc.
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Oklahoma Historical Society State Historic Preservation Office

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491

December 19, 1988

The Honorable Archie Robbins 
Mayor of Bartlesville 
600 South Dewey 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mayor Robbins:

We are pleased to inform you that the property which you own, the 
Civic Center, located on Johnston Avenue between Sixth Street and 
Adams Boulevard in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, will be considered by 
the Historic Preservation Review Committee for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places and the Oklahoma State 
Register of Historic Places. The National Register is the 
Federal government's official listing of historic properties 
worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register 
provides recognition and assists in preserving our nation's 
heritage. Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under which 
properties are evaluated.

Listing of the Civic Center provides recognition of the com­
munity's historic importance and assures protective review of 
Eaderal projects that might adversely affect the character of the 
historic Civic Center. If the property is listed in the National 
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabili­
tation and other provisions may apply.

Listing in the National Register does not mean that limitations 
will be placed on the properties by the Federal government.
Public visitation rights are not required of owners. The Federal 
government will not attach restrictive covenants to the prop­
erties or seek to acquire them. Listing on the State Register 
does not mean that limitations will be placed on the properties 
by the State. The State will not require public visitation, or 
attach restrictive covenants to the properties.

You are invited to attend the Historic Preservation Review 
Committee meeting at which the nomination will be considered. 
The committee will meet at 10:00 a.m. on January 19, 1989, in 
Boardroom of the Oklahoma Historical Society, Wiley Post His­
torical Building, 19th and Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.

the



Mayor Robbins - 2 - December 19, 1988

Enclosed you will find a notice that explains in greater detail 
the results of listing in the National Register, and that de­
scribes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment 
on or object to listing in the National Register.

Should you have any questions about this nomination before the 
Historic Preservation Review Committee meeting, please contact 
Ms. Melvena Heisch of our office at 405/521-2491.

Sincerely,

David L. Salay 
State Historic

Preservation Officer
DLS:pm 

Enclosures

cc: The Honorable Jerry T. Pierce, State Senator
The Honorable Gary S. Taylor, State Representative
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EUGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LBTINC W THE 
NATIONAL REGISTER

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register have an opportunity to 
concur with or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 
36 CFR 60. Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to 
listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer a notarized statement 
certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property and objects 
to the listing. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote regardless of 
the portion of the property that the party owns. If a majority of private property owners 

5 ^ listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places for 
a determination of eligibility of the property for listing in the National Register. If the 
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not formally listed, Federal 
agencies will be required to allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to 
have an opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or assist a project 
which will affect the property. If you choose to object to the listing of your property, 
the notarized objection must be submitted to (SHPO name and address) by (date not less 
than 30 days nor more than 73 days after notice). ------

If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the National Register, 
please send your comments to the State Historic Preservation Office before the (State 
Review Board name) considers this nomination on (date). A copy of the nomination and 
information on the National Register and the Federal tax provisions are available from 
the above address upon request.

Rccr.'vrj 
NOV 1 7 -riS 

BY SHFO



RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EligibUity for Federal tax provisions: If a property is Usted in the National Register, 
certain Federal tax provisions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the 
historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 
1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. the Economir
Recovery Tax Act of ,981. and Tax Reform Act of 1984. and as of January 1. 1987.------
provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a full adiustment' to'basis for ' 
rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. The 
former 13 percent and 20 percent Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rei^'bilitations of 
older commercial buildings are combined into a single iQ ogrr^nt iTr fnr rornmercial or
^^liOiLiHMnlLlyIIi!^IilijIllPfheTarTrennient^rtensIorrAcrorT980"provIdes
Federal tax deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial 
interests in historically important land areas or structures. Whether these provisions are 
advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of the 
property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above are complex, individuals 
should consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office for 
assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For further 
information on certification requirements, please refer to 36 CFR 67.

Cai^deration in planning for Federal, federally Ucenaed, and federally assisted 
projects Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that 
Federal agencies allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an 
opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic properties listed in the 
National Register. For further information, please refer to 36 CFR SOO.

C^deration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In accordance with the Surface 
Mining and Control Act of 1977, there must be consideration of historic values in the 
decision to issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For further 
information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seo.

Qualification for Federal grants for historic preservation when funds are available:
Presently, funding is unavailable.

r - .
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INFORMATION UPDATE:
Tax Incentives For Rehobilitating Historic Building;

TAX LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS

TAX REFORM ACT of Iftt (Public Law

P" 1986, President Ronald Reagan signed the Tax Reform Act of 1986 (Public
Law 99-319), a sweeping reform of the Internal Revenue Code of 1959, into law. This new 
legislation will affect nearly all individuals and businesses in major ways. Although it reduces

*** brackets of 28«6 and IS-S and corporate tax rateTto a maximum

In general, the provisions of the Tax Refoim Act of 1986 are effective on Januarv 1 19*7 Th^,.
te^fiSTrm re^h*Hl“f*^* treatment of income, deductions and credits will afXct the ux 
^fIts from r^bUitation projects already completed as well as future projects. Because of the

jgyesawent Tax Credits (TTC); The current 25% ITC for certified rehabilitations will be
(currently half adjustment), and the 13% and 

'^*^•‘***‘*?*‘®™ commercial buildings will be combined into a single
l(^ rrc for buildings built before 1936. The new ITC provisions do not apply to 
rehabiluations completed pursuant to contracts that were binding as of March I, 1986. or
Tv? Preservation Certification Application was
? I, 1986, d such rehabilitated properties are placed in service before January
I, 19^. For non-historic rehabUitations completed pursuant to contracts binding as of 
March I, 1986, and not completed by December 31, 1986, a 10% or 13% ITC will be 
substituted for the 13% or 20% ITC, respectively.

TTC for Low Income Houainet All existing incentives for low income housing will be 
replaced wi^th a new ^ ITC per year for 10 years for each unit of low income housing 
constructed or rehabilitated without other Federal subsidies and a 9% ITC per year for 10 
years for wits constructed or rehabUitated with other Federal subsidies or tax-exempt 
bonds. This new ITC is effective for buildings placed in service after December 31. 1986. 
and before January 1, 1990.

3. Depreciation: Property placed in service as of January 1, 1987, will be depreciated using the 
straightline method over 27.3 years for residential real estate and over 31.3 years for ‘
commercial real esute. In general, the new depreciation provisions do not apply to property 
that was sjbject to a binding contract for acquisition or construction as of March 1, 1986, or

** March 1, 1986, if such property is placed in service by January
Ip 1991e

r.l ^ 

S'' 2~:

PRESERVATION ASSISTANCE DIVISION
UJ. Otpartmdnt of tho Interior National Park Service Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127

CONTACTt Sally Blumenthal or Ward Jandl (202) 31*3-9578 OATli Oct. 22, 1?:-:



Passive Lomm «nd CreditK Effective January 1, 1947, income and losses will divided into 
tnree catej^ories* "active" (salaries, business income), "portfolio" (interest, dividends), ana 
"passive" Uncome from sources in which the uxpayer does not materially participate/.

; Rental real esute, other than that involving services such as hotels, is considered a passive 
activity, irrespective of material participation. Material participation is defined as 
involvement m the activity on a regular, continuous, and substantial oasis; limited partners 
are categorized as not materially participating. Generally, uxpayers will be barred from 
using losses and credits from passive sources to avoid uxes on active or portfolio income; 
losses and credits from passive sources will be allowed only against other passive income.
This key change will dramatically affect how future rehabiliution projects are financed (by 
virtual elimination of currently-structured syndications) and will affect tax benefits derived 
from already completed projects owned by limited partnerships.

The passive losses/credits rule will be phased in over four years and will permit investors in 
projects completed prior to January 1, 1947, to take of their existing ux benefits Uosses 
and credits) in 1947; 40% in 1944; 20% in 1949; and 10% in 1990, with fUl elimination of 
passive losses/credits in 1991. Unused passive losses and credits can be carried forward 
indefinitely and can be applied against gains upon disposition of the property.

Under the special rules described below, an annual total of $23,000 in passive losses and 
credits from real estate activities may be computed by certain taxpayers against active 
income. For example, if a Uxpayer incurs $10,000 in losses from rental real esute, the 
remaining amount for compuutton of available ux crediu is $13,000.

■Passive Loa^ Rules for Rental Real Estttei Certain taxpayers who "actively participate" in 
their rental real esute activities (both historic and non-historic) may be able to uke up to a 
total amount of b23,000 in passive losses annually or claim an equivalent amount of credits. 
"Active participation" wUl be specifically defined by the Internal Revenue Service in 
regulation; appears to be less restrictive than "maurial participation;" and excludes limiud 
partnerships. Individuals with joint uxable incomes less than $100,000 ($30,000 for single 
taxpayers) may uke up to $23,000 in losses annually from rental real esuu. This $23,000 
annual limit on losses would be reduced for individuals with uxable incomes between 
$100,000 and $130,000 and eliminated for individuals with Uxable incomes over $130,000. 
Qualifying individuals with uxable incomes of $230,000 or less may uke up to $23,000 in 
losses from certified rehabiliution or low-income housing projecu.

"PassiYe Credilf Exemptions Tax crediu from passive sources, including rental real estate, 
can oe used to offset the t» owed on up to $23,000 of "active income" for taxpayers with 
incomes less than $100,000. This passive credit exemption is reduced for individuals with 
incomes between $100,000 and $130,000 and eliminated for individuals with irxiomes over 
$130,000. For Uxpayers in the 24% bracket, the maximum allowable credit would be 24% of 
$23,000 or $7,000. The exemption is not a $23.000 credit but a credit on the tax on $23.000 
of "active income."

"Passive Credllf Rules for Rehabiliutions and Low-lnccme Housinai The $23,000 allowance 
for crediu (but not losses) from rehabiliutions and low-ifKome housina applies to individuals, 
including limited partners, having incomes up to $230,000.

•3. CapiUl Gainst Effective January I, 1947, the exclusion of 60% of a long-term capiul 5ain is 
repealed and capiul gains will be treaud as ordinary income Uxable at the top rau of 2S%.

6. Tax-E»erept Bondu Effective January 1, 1947, Suus and local jurisdictions would be 
limited in the total dollar amount of bonds issued for quasi-governmental purposes, such as 
industrial development bonds, to the greater of $230 million or $73 per capiu per sute.

')

J



information update
Tax Legislation and Regulations

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION TAX ACT OF 1988

iiiHlSSSSSEiiSL,
l98j”*nd Tax Act of I9«J .ould l.ke effect » of Jaou.ry 1.

’*”1 ^®**®*’*‘‘*®*io® the low-income housing tax credits from the passive 
activity rules. Losses from rehabilitation and low-income housing projects iould 
remain subject to the passive loss provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

J/aM* Hit credits and low-income tax credits in the same manner
tax cred^/ business tax credits and reduces existing limitations on use of business

income tax liability plus an amount equal to 20% of any additional tax liability
qJalTo 5% S?TnvVdd>“*'' 1

equal to 75% of any additional tax liability.)

Conform the at-risk rules for the rehabilitation tax credit to those for the low- 
income credit to encourage a more coordinated use of the two credits.

Eliminate current disincentives to sponsorship of rehabilitation and low-income 
housing projects by nonprofit organizations when Joining with private investors in 
ininating and fmancing rehabilitation of a building which is or reasonably expected 
to be a qualified low-mcome building.

iTt . r ***ESERV.ATI0N ASSISTANCE. DIVISION
us. Department of the Interior Nat.onal Park Service, Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-71:7

CONTACT: Ward Jandl (202-3^*3-9584)
Sally Blumenthal (202-343-9593) DATE: " 1Q-*9
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Oklahoma Historical Society State Historic Preservation Office

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491

December 22, 1988

Mr. Jerry Maddux
City Attorney
City of Bartlesville
P. 0. Drawer Z
Bartlesville, OK 74005-5025

Dear Mr. Maddux:

letter of December 12, 1988, concerning the 
old Civic Center in Bartlesville was received Decem­
ber 13, 1988. We are transmitting herewith the 
materials you requested. A cony of the letter 
sent by certified mail to the City of Bartlesville 
IS also enclosed. That correspondence sets forth 
information about the meaning of listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places and details 
about owner objection.

As we discussed by telephone, public entities do not 
have the right of final objection. However, we 
certainly hope you will express your views on the 
nomination of the building to us. You may do this 
in writing or in person at the January 19th Historic 
Preservation Review Committee meeting. All written 
comments received by that date will be submitted 
to the Keeper of the Register with the nomination 
form if the Committee considers it to meet the 
National Register criteria.

You asked about the time table for processing the 
nomination. As stated above it will be presented 
to the Historic Preservation Review Committee at 
10:00 am, Thursday, January 19, 1989, in the Oklahoma 
Historical Society Boardroom,here in Oklahoma City.
If approved for submission to the Keeper of the 
Register, Washington, D. C., it will be transmitted 
to him within a week of the Committee meeting.
Upon receipt of the nomination, the Keeper o^" the 
Register will have forty-five (45) days in which 
to act. The Keeper can list the property, reject 
it, or return it for additional information. If



Maddux — page 2,

the nomination is submitted to the Keeper of the 
Register, we should receive notification of his 
action by late March or early April. We will of 
course notify the City of action as soon as it is 
known to us.

I hope this information addresses your questions, 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need 
any further clarification or information.

Sincerely,

/
Melvena Heisch '
Deputy State Historic 

Preservation Officer

MH:mh

Enclosures
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City oP Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

Jerry M. Maddux
Deoemb95^i¥,"'%88

Ms. Melvena T. Heisch 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
2100 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Ms. Heisch:

a Bartlesville has read in the local newspaper that
Lilared elio^ihl^^a ^ City-owned structure
declared eligible and listed as an historical structure. The
structure involved in the old Civic Center located in the 600
Ba?tles°v^i ' Bartlesville, Oklahoma. The City of
Bartlesville would like to receive all pertinent information
folloting\''^ nomination. Specifically we would like the

1,
2,

Copy of nomination and any amendments thereto.
Information concerning the time table for action by your 
organization. ^ ^

3. Information concerning the question of whether or not the
owner of the structure has the 

right of final objection. If the City has the right of 
tinal objection, weneed to know the procedure for 
objecting. if the City does not have the right of final 
objection, we need to know if it is relevant for the Citv

views to the Oklahoma Historical Society 
and the procedure for so doing.

^ ^ telephone with Marshall Gettys and he has
advised that he will be forwarding copies of the appropriate
lnformitfSrJri°^h ‘r-T’ any additional

^ 1 Bartlesville should have in this
regard, please furnish that information to me.

Sincerely yours.

JMMzsd Jerry M. Maddux 
City Attorney

RECEIMO

DEC 1 3 1988

BY SHPO

416 E. 5th / P.O. Drawer Z / Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005-5025 I AC 918-336-8114
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March 17, 1939

600 South Dewey 
Bartlesville, OK 74003
Dear Mayor Robbins:

2ss‘.r:~ •sss.~.s°|^ ;s.‘g “properties ere evl?uetel=
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Mayor Robbins - 2 - March 17, 1989

the_ resultrof'^listiSg greater detail
the rights and procetoes Sv that de-

or object to listing in the National^Registe™*’^ comment

Hlstorlc°Preservatlon'^RlJi|S\®*’°S‘’^ nomination before the 
MS. Melvena Hels?^??

Sincerely,

7
DLS:pm
Enclosures

David L. salay 
State Historic 

Preservation Officer

cc: The Honorable Jerry t Pior-r-as o<-The Honorable Gary^s *Tavl^r Senator
• aylor, State Representative
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Concerned Citizens for the Bartlesville Area would like to build 
a new regional library on a more appropriate spot so we can save the 
Civic Center. Then we would support renovation of the building for 
its original use as an entertainment center and the seat of city 
government. In addition, space for displays on the ground floor 
could complement activities at the nearby Community Center which 
currently has inadequate display space to attract larger conventions 
and trade shows.

We knowyou do not seek further public input unless it predates 
1938 3-1^9 is pertinent to the nomination. However, since you did 
allow comments by the mayor and others prior to the January quarterly 
meeting, we feel it is necessary to refute those mistatements which 
were not based on fact.

We are also quite disturbed by the fact that board member, Denzil 
Garrison, was a registered lobbyist for Phillips Petroleum Company 
at the time of your January quarterly meeting and for ten years 
previously even while serving as president of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society. There was and still is a clear conflict of interest in 
that Garrison is also on the Bartlesville Library Trust Authority 
which is dedicated to demolishing the Civic Center. At the same time, 
Phillips CEO, Glenn Cox, is chairman of that trust whose aim and basic 
reason for being is to distroy a historic landmark with the help and 
support of Mayor Archie Robbins who is also a Phillips attorney.

The fact that Garrison registered as a Phillips lobbyist on January 
18, 1989 and resigned less than a month later on February 16 indicates 
he was forewarned by someone because on February 17, just one day 
later. Governor Bellmon either fired, replaced or otherwise removed 
from office many others who were in similar circumstances.

We had hoped that the attorney general. Governor Bellmon or others 
would investigate this very apparent conflict of interest. We would 
also like to be advised whether the National Park Service is awar» of 
the conditions relative to this nomination and whether they consider 
the building as meeting their requirements under one or more of the 
criteria involved in the original nomination?

Sincerely,

Carlos Melton 
Concerned Citizens for 
the Bartlesville Area 
P.O.Box 802
Bartlesville, OK ?4005 
(918) 336-4454



April 20, 1989

Melvena Heisch 
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
Historic Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dear Melvenas

Attached is a copy of the letter to president James Kemm which 
I requested be made a part of the packet relative to the Civic 
Center nomination which will eventually go to Washington.

Needless to say, we were extremely disturbed by the turn of 
events occasioned by the opinion of Attorney General Robert Henry, 
but we shall eventually overcome this inequity with a vote of the 
people.

Thanks again for your help.

Sincerely,

Carlos Melton 
1119 s. Johnstone 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma ?4003
(918) 336-4454

APR 2 4 1989 

gy. 3KPO.



April 18, 1989

James 0. Kemm, Pres.
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dear President Kemm:

Bartlesville citizens look forward with both anticipation and a 
degree of trepidation to the April 20 tie-breaker vote on the 
nomination of our Civic Center landmark to the National Register 
of Historic Places.

The i409 people who signed an initiative petition to save the 
66-year-old structure expected a more favorable outcome last January 
19 since your deputy preservation officer and your professional 
team of investigators had indicated the building should qualify 
under three criteria rather than just the criterion of architecture 
as originally submitted for their critique.

The January meeting of only four members was addressed then by 
Bartlesville mayor, Archie Robbins, who decided not to run for 
re-election. At that meeting he claimed to represent the city of 
Bartlesville even though his Oklahoma City trip was made secretly 
and illegally without the prior knowledge or approval of his fellow 
city council members.

The mayor spent much time making many irrelevant and unsubstant­
iated remarks about the history and condition of the building.
Among his claims was the false implication that the building and 
balcony had been pronounced unsafe and condemned. He alluded to 
a scandal which was fully reported in the original nomination sub­
mission. He incorrectly interpreted the pre-opening surcharge test of 
the first cantilever-construction balcony in this area as an admiss­
ion of misgivings about the strength of the balcony. He also mis­
represented two other structural engineering tests of the balcony 
in 1976. The greatest injustice was his failure to tell the OHS 
Preservation Committee that a prestigious and extremely well qual­
ified committee of predominantly Phillips engineers from structural, 
architectural, electrical, civil and a full complement of all re­
quired types gave the building and balcony a clean bill of health 
in 1986. This Civic Center Investigative Committee had been appointed 
by the mayor himself who subsequently ignored their plea to immed­
iately repair the roof to prevent further interior damage.

Following the successful initiative petition drive by Concerned 
Citizens for the Bartlesville Area (CCBA), the city council effect­
ively ignored the Oklahoma Statute requireing a vote of the people 
at the general election on April 4, 1989. Instead, they publicly 
accepted tjie terms of the ordinance rather than chance a defeat at the 
polls and have announced they will hold a special election later to 
decide the building's fate. As many know, the prestigious honor 
of being named to the National Register of Historic Places in no way 
would protect the building from possible demolition. Obviously, 
it would be a psychological advantage to those hoping to save the 
structure.



Concerned Citizens for the Bartlesville Area would like to build 
a new regional library on a more appropriate spot so we can save the 
Civic Center. Then we would support renovation of the building for 
its original use as an entertainment center and the seat of city 
government. In addition, space for displays on the ground floor 
could complement activities at the nearby Community Center which 
currently has inadequate display space to attract larger conventions 
and trade shows.

We know you do not seek further public input unless it predates 
1938 and is pertinent to the nomination. However, since you did 
allow comments by the mayor and others prior to the January quarterly 
meeting, we feel it is necessary to refute those mistatements which 
were not based on fact.

We are also quite disturbed by the fact that board member, Denzil 
Garrison, was a registered lobbyist for Phillips Petroleum Company 
at the time of your January quarterly meeting and for ten years 
previously even while serving as president of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society. There was and still is a clear conflict of interest in 
that Garrison is also on the Bartlesville Library Trust Authority 
which is dedicated to demolishing the Civic Center. At the same time, 
Phillips CEO, Glenn Cox, is chairman of that trust whose aim and basic 
reason for being is to distroy a historic landmark with the help and 
support of Mayor Archie Robbins who is also a Phillips attorney.

The fact that Garrison registered as a Phillips lobbyist on January 
18, 1989 and resigned less than a month later on February I6 indicates 
he was forewarned by someone because on February 1?, just one day 
later. Governor Bellmon either fired, replaced or otherwise removed 
from office many others who were in similar circumstances.

We had hoped that the attorney general. Governor Bellmon or others 
would investigate this very apparent conflict of interest. We would 
also like to be advised whether the National Park Service is awar« of 
the conditions relative to this nomination and whether they consider 
the building as meeting their requirements under one or more of the 
criteria involved in the original nomination?

Sincerely,

Carlos Melton 
Concerned Citizens for 
the Bartlesville Area 
P.O.Box 802
Bartlesville, OK ?4005
(918) 336-4454

M _



City of Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

Jerry M. Maddux
City Attorney

January 13, 1989

Mr. David L. Salay 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
19th and Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Mr. Salay:

I am writing to you on behalf of Mayor Robbins of the City of 
Bartlesville. The Mayor has received your letter dated December 
19, 1988, wherein you advised that the Historic Preservation 
Review Committee will meet on January 19, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. The 
City of Bartlesville is the record owner of the property involved 
and wishes to advise you that the City is opposed to having the 
building nominated to the National Register of Historic Places and 
the Oklahoma State Register of Historic Places. The City of 
Bartlesville will appear at the hearing on January 19 to present 
appropriate information for consideration by the committee.

I look forward to the hearing on the 19th and hopefully will 
have an opportunity to meet you at that time.

JMM:sd
cc: Mayor Arch Robbins

Sincerely yours, 
/>

Jerry M. Maddux 
City Attorney

TT-’ 5.HPC

416 E. 5th / P.O. Drawer Z / Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005-5025 / AC 918-336-8114



Oklahoma riistorical Society 
Historic Preservation Review Comnittee 
State nistoric Preservation Office 
Wiley Post Historical cuilding 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dear Committee Members:

January 14, 19S9

Concerned citizens for the Bartlesville Area (CCBA) is an organization 
dedicated to the betterment of our city through participation of mem­
bers in activities of their various areas of interest in city and county 
government.
Je have a keen interest in the preservation of our historic buildings, 
especially the Bartlesville uivic Center which served as the seat of 
government for 44 years and cultural center of tne surrounding area for 
well over half a century.
Because we look at this landmark as a valuable asset for which we have 
plans to renovate completely, our organization gathered 1,409 aignat- 
ures on initiative petition to prevent demolition of the building.
This petition, attached v/ith copies of almost twice the required sig­
natures, calls for a vote of the people to decide the building»s fate 
at the next general election on April 6, 19^9. The petition was accept­
ed by the city as valid.
wames on this petition are of only registered voters in the city limits 
of Bartlesville. However, an earlier petition containing 1,436 names of 
citizens in a four-county area around Bartlesville were presented to 
the city council on April IB, I9BB. Another BOO plus signatures of in­
terested citizens vrere collected but later deternined not to be eligible 
for purposes of the petition. Regardless, a total of over 3,000 undup­
licated names were collected in a relatively short time which indicates 
the level of interest in our community to save this historic building.
Two years ago our city leaders ;vere also unanimous in their support 
of renovation of the Civic Center for use as a 60,000-square-foot lib­
rary, Their own hand-picked and talent-packed structural committee 
declared the building and controversial balcony as com.pletely safe.
Only the defeat of a sales tax proposition, also supporting other city 
projects, prevented renovation at that time. Since then, our city 
leaders have done an about-face in now proposing demolition because 
they want to erect a new but smaller 30,000-square-foot library on the 
site which they feel voters will more readily approve.
This politically motivated controversy will be resolved at some point, 
but preservationists hope it is not at the cost of losing our valuable 
landmark, ;/e urge your approval for its placement on the National 
Register of Historic Places, \ie are avrare this provides no specific 
protection, but we know the psychological value such a prestigious 
honor will have in our efforts to save the building,

Sincerely,

Truman Main
CCBA Representative
F. 0. Box B02
Bartlesville, OK 74005 .pr



Landmark Preservation Council 

P 0 Bo* 941

Bartlesville, Oklakoma 74005

April 14, 1989

Oklahoma Historical Society 
Preservation Office 
2100 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

He I Bartlesville Civic Center

Dear Board Members,
In regard to the Bartlesville Civic Center 

the Landmark Preservation Council of Washington 
County has decided to remain noncommital as to the 
archietural and historical merits of the building.

Yours Sincerely,

Jim Wallen 
President

1 7 ^989



April 5, 1989

Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Gentlemen:

On Thursday, January 19, 1989, a meeting was held by the
Historic Preservation Review Board in Oklahoma City, one 
item of discussion being the Civic Center building in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

I am a native of Bartlesville, have enjoyed many activities 
at this building in years past, when it was in its prime. 
The building was constructed in 1921-1923 as a Community 
Center for entertainment of our citizens. It was never 
dedicated as a memorial to any group (a bridge on 7th Street 
over the Caney River was dedicated as a memorial to WW 
I Veterans) and the type of structure has a low degree 
of architectural integrity to allow us to even consider 
it as an historical building.

My father, John Holliman, and very good friend. Jack Leonard, 
were City Commissioners during the time of construction 
and both names appear on the cornerstone of the building. 
Prior to their demise, they had discussed the fact that 
the building had served its purpose and should be removed 
to allow for another facility that would serve the needs 
of the community.

If anyone should have any nostalgia about this structure, 
I feel that I could express better than anyone, the needs 
of the city and disposition of the Civic Center building. 
The City Council acted properly to replace the structure 
with a Library and meeting facility.

Your consideration to reject the Registration Form to place 
this structure on the National Register of Historic Places 
will be appreciated.

Respectfully yours.

.I ■ •■■■■•-

W. J. Holliman 
930 So. Cherokee 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

WJH:pb



■35a Turkey Creek Dr.
Bartlesvi1ie. Ok, 7400c 
Horii 17, 1989

lie! Vina neisch
CeDuty State Hiaiioric Preservaiion Gt-ficer 
Okianoma j-iistonca' bocie-rv 
2100 Lincain Biva.
Okianoma City. OK 73i03

Dear ?15 . re i sen;

It nae come ~o mv attention tnat tne -State Preservation Committee will oe 
voting again this week on tne application ot tne Bartlesville Civic Center to 
oe Di-aceo on tne National Register ot Historic Places. I nave not given my 
opinion publicly in tne past on this builaing due to the tact tnat I was 
working tor the city ot dartiesville Pupiic Library m tne capacity ot rluseum 
Curator tor the Local Histor. Huseum ana as such neeaec to remain neutral . 
.-owever, I am now a private citicen ana teel that I must soeak up.

As Curator tor Pour years I nad ample opportunity to assist many researchers 
on various ouiiaings in washington County, including the Civic Center. Some 
ot tne researen tnat was done was in order to apply tor National Register- 
status tor a tew ot the more outstanding puildings in Bartlesville and Dewey, 
ine tirst Duiicing seiecteo to work on was tne Washington County Courtnouse.
:ne DUO!ic semtiment in tavor ot clacing this building on tne Register was 
overwhelming in all sectors - city government, private citicens ano pusiness. 
ua biu.inta, tne roster m-a.nsion, aiso recervea miucn tavor-aole Publicity -ana 
support in its application, as did the Price Tower, tne Frank Phillips Home 
ana tne Dewey motel . I believe that this town ana county, with its numerous 
organizations aevoted to the study ana preservation ot nistory, trom tne DAP 
to tne historical society, is very supportive ot oreserv mg oui1dings it deems 
worthy ,

In the research I nave acne personally on tne Civic Center I nave touna tnat 
it nas peer, stseoeo in controversy trom the moment it was decided to Dull a it, 
I'ne original architectural clan was altered to suen an ertent tnat it oecame a 
tairly ordinary looking structure. Pi ending well with the rest ot the Downtown 
Dullaxngs tnat existed at tne time. Historical 1y and architectural 1y I never 
•felt It was signi-ficant enough to war>-ant inclusion on tne register, ana -fine 
It curious that witn suen active oreservation groups in town that pushed -for 
tne registering o-f otner signi-^ioant buildings, this building was ngysr 
inciudec in tneir et-forts - even setore the 1 idrary issue entered the dicture.

Recently a d‘-iving tour map o-f Bartlesville was produoec. Tns norm end o-f 
tne Civic Center, the Pudlic uidrary/Huseum v Archives aoaition, is tne on'v

Cl'



part Qt this building inciuaea on this map ot siginitleant Duildings in the 
area. Anotner indication ot tne Civic Center's signit ica.nce ior, rather, its 
insignit icance; in tne mines or some 0+ Bartiesvine s citizens.

ine dartiesviile oivic Center served its -function ana its time nas oasseo . 
am a-fraic tnat i-f tne committee recommenas tne Duilding to oe placec on tne 
register, Bartlesville will oe le-ft with an eyesore - tne Liorarv will ng 
built in anotner iocation, ano the Center wi':' pe allowed to continue to 
deteriorate, empty, unusea - tnere is siiTioly no monev to restore it ano I 
sincerely believe tnere will not oe any money tortncoming -for years to come.

I

Sincere!y,

Susan C. Box



%
April 17, 1989 FILE COPY

Okla. Historical Society 
Historical Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

ATTN; Melvena Heisch
To Whom It May Concern:
Let me introduce myself — I am Carolyn Krizer 
Gorman, 50 years old, bom and raised in
B^tl^ville, married to Arthur P. Gorman who was 
also bora and raised in Bartlesville, and I am 
co-owner of "just for you!" a gift shop in
downtown Bartlesville. Currently, I am in the 
process of promoting the Main Street program for 
Off community through Downtown Bartlesville, Inc.

organization represents the merchants of 
downtown Bartlesville.
I feel it would be a tremendous waste of time, 
energy and money to restore our old Civic Center. 
It never has been respected by the citizens of 
Bartlesville as an outstanding building. Our old 
Civic Center is not of significant historical or 
architectural value to be saved! I would urge you 
TOt to place this building on the State Historical 
Register!

Most sincerely.

Carolyn^. Gorman



McCRORY ASSOCIATES a ARCHITECTURE

18 APR 89

Mr. William G. Creel 
1100 SE Osage 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mr. Creel,

RE: Architectural Style of the Civic Center

In compliance with your request I have penned the 
following comments. These statements are based in part on my 
attending the college level class. History of Architecture, 
taught by Austrian born Professor Wilhelm Bavmgarten, whose 
classroom text was A History of Architecture by Sir Bannister 
Fletcher. My statements are further reinforced by my 
continuing interest in historic architecture, its 
rehabilitation and its impact on today’s architectural 
trends.

Reviewing the comments in the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form submitted by Mr. Carlos 
Melton, I must take issue with the statement that the Civic
Center "-----architecture"is dominantly Neo - Classic Revival
with elements and details of the Beaux Arts Period." Although 
it is true that the Architect probably had his eye on facades 
and details of the buildings created during the heyday of 
this "period", it is evident that the elements and details 
were borrowed then placed as an appliqued veneer over the 
front facade of the Civic Center building.

This exercise of borrowing elements from a currently 
popular style that in turn was created from architectural 
solutions that were borrowed from European antecedents means 
that, at its best, this kind of architectural design’s chief 
merit is that- it reveals premeditated design.

This building also contains a serious architectural 
design flaw. It is an omission that becomes apparent when 
one enters the building and ascends the stair to the Main 
Floor Level, the entry level to the Auditorium. The 
impression one gets is that they have entered the Utility 
level of the building, for one must walk up a ramp in a 
stair-width passage with a low ceiling before finding the 
stair to the Main Level.

. 1 of 2
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A review of the original drawings indicates why this 
insignificant, subordinated "Grand" entry came about. An 
exterior set of curved, stone, double "Grand Staircase" 
stairs up to the "Main" entry to the building - The 
Auditorium level - was omitted, presumably as a cost saving 
measure. The Main entry doors became a window. The effect 
is like entering a house through the basement.

The exterior of the building displays Psuedo-Neo-Classic 
treatment over about half of the wall area of the four 
elevations. The portion of the building containing the 
Auditorium and Stage is a five-story brick veneered "block" 
shaped mass punctured by various sized window and door 
openings. Although the brick on the north and south faces is 
finish brick, the entire east face is unselected red common.

In my opinion, this building is a typical example of 
Classic-American Frontier Style. Like the General Store in 
early frontier towns of the American West, an imposing front 
concealed a tent building in back.

It must be noted that there are at least two buildings 
in Bartlesville that are much finer examples of "Neo-Classic" 
architecture than the Civic Center. They are the Old County 
Courthouse and the Old Post Office, now the present County 
Courthouse. The old Courthouse features the Grand Staircase 
design missing on the Civic Center, and the Post 
Office/County Courthouse 'is a complete design in it’s still 
attractive execution.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this 
issue.

Respectfully,

TLM:dm

Thomas L. McCrory 
Architect

2 of 2



McCRORY ASSOCIATES ^ ARCHITECTURE

10 APR 89

BARTLESVILLE CIVIC CENTER/PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING ANALYSIS

During the period of SEP 1985 to MAR 1988, several 
design investigations of the building were conducted. It was 
finally determined that, should the building remain standing, 
the only viable option would be to renovate it back to a 
community theater and meeting center. All other proposals 
studied revealed that unrealistic compromises and costs would 
be incurred.

Bartlesville has a nearly new, unique and outstanding 
Community Center. It is unreasonable to assume that the 
public would want to see a duplicate function two blocks away 
that would jeopardize the economic future of both facilities.

To rehabilitate the present Civic Center for any use 
will require extensive and expensive alterations and 
additions in order to just bring the building up to the 
present Code Standards for floor loading, exiting and fire 
protection.

If the Building remains in place, and funding is not 
available, then it will surely become the largest, most 
dilapidated headstone around dedicated to the visitation of 
former entertainers and celebrities.

1 of 1

117 SW Fifth Street P.O, Box 1331 Bartlesville OK 74005 918-336-3512 FAX 918-337-0379
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David L Sigmon
Vice President - Human Resources

April 17, 1989

Historical Preservation Review Committee 
Oklahoma Historical Preservation Office 
Wylie Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Review Committee:

I understand on April 20 there will be a 
hearing in Oklahoma City to determine the 
historical importance of Bartlesville's old 
civic center.

As a resident of Bartlesville for over 10 
years and as a member of several community 
boards (including Bartlesville Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Jane Phillips Episcopal-Memorial 
Medical Hospital, and several others), I 
could not support the old civic center being 
placed on the historical roles. The building 
does not seem to merit consideration as a 
major landmark in the area, and it has become 
an economic burden to the community.

I understand the city council will be placing 
the issue before the public for a vote, and 
that will determine how the community as a 
whole feels about the issue.

I would respectfully request your considera­
tion in not placing the building on the 
historical roles.

P.O. Box 1181 
Bartlesville. OK 74005 
9181661-2000

erely

'ave Si^o:



Fv't'.,

PHILLIPS PETROLEUM COMPANY

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74004 
918 661-5634

J. BRYAN WHITWORTH

Vice President 
Corporate Affairs

April 20, 1989

Historic Preservation Review Committee 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Gentlemen:

I'm writing on behalf of Phillips Petroleum Company 
in opposition to the designation of Bartlesville's old 
civic center as an historic site.

This position has been carefully considered, because 
Phillips has a long tradition of support for worthwhile 
historic preservation. We incorporated the landmark 
tower of the Frank Phillips Building into a new office 
and conference facility. We purchased the Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed Price Tower, and we provided funding for 
restoration of the Dewey Hotel and the Santa Fe Railroad 
Depot in Bartlesville.

With respect to the old civic center, however, the 
weight of evidence and professional opinion accords no 
special historic significance either to the structure or 
the events associated with it. After careful research 
and numerous public hearings, the Bartlesville Library 
Board and other community organizations have concluded 
that the building is not of significant historic 
importance and does not warrant being preserved or 
restored. In addition, a special citizens group 
appointed by the mayor. The Civic Center Review 
Committee, specifically considered the feasibility of 
restoring the building and concluded unanimously in March 
of 1988 that renovation would not not be cost-effective 
for the community. The review committee recommended that 
the structure be demolished and a new library be built on 
the site.

Therefore, Phillips supports the community effort 
now underway to design and build a new library on the 
civic center site. The Bartlesville Library Trust



State Historic Preservation Office 
Page 2

Authority considers this site to be an ideal location for 
a new library, and we concur. Several thousand Phillips 
employees work downtown within blocks of this site and 
would benefit both professionally and personally from 
convenient library accessibility.

Designation of the old civic center as an historical 
site seems to have little support from either the 
historical community or the Bartlesville community in 
general. However such a designation could well 
complicate the widely-supported effort to build a new 
library, and we respectfully request that the nomination 
of the building to the national and state registers of 
historic places be denied.
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«lo« Williams Communications

First Court Plact
SOI SE Frank Phillips Boulevard
Post Oflics Box 924

Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005

918 336-226/
^ A. A

TO: Historic Preservation Review Committee 

Gentlemen:

April 17,1989

As the author of the award-winning book, Bartlesville, it is my opinion that the 
existing Bartlesville Civic Center is not of significant historic value to be saved.

While the book Bartlesville talks about some of the performances that took place 
in the Civic Center, no one I interviewed ever commented about the historic 
value of the building itself. It was simply a place where entertainment took place. 
Today, we have the beautiful Community Center for such functions.

I wrote the documentation that helped place the Bartlesville Court House on the 
National Register of Historic Places—in fact, our offices are in this building today. 
Architecturally, the Civic Center is not of the same quality as the Court House 
and my opinion is that it is not worth saving.

No one appreciates the value of historic architecture and historic events than I 
do. If the Civic Center were attractive and had significant historic value, I would 
be the first to fight for it; unfortunately, it does not.

Sincerely yours,

Joe Williams 
President



356 Turkey Creek Dr.
Bart1esvi 11 e, Ok. 74006
April 17, 1989

Mel Vina Heisch
Deputy State Historic Preservation Q-f-ficer 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
2100 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Ms. Heisch;

It has come to my attention that the State Preservation Committee will be 
voting again this week on the application o-f the Bartlesville Civic Center to 
be placed on the National Register oP Historic Places. I have not given my 
opinion publicly in the past on this building due to the fact that I was 
working for the City of Bartlesville Public Library in the capacity of Museum 
Curator for the Local History Museum and as such needed to remain neutral . 
However, I am now a private citizen and feel that I must speak up.

As Curator for four years I had ample opportunity to assist many researchers 
on various buildings in Washington County, including the Civic Center. Some 
□■f the research that was done was in order to apply for National Register 
status for a few of the more outstanding buildings in Bartlesville and Dewey. 
The first building selected to work on was the Washington County Courthouse. 
The public semtiment in favor of placing this building on the Register was 
overwhelming in all sectors - city government, private citizens and business. 
La Quinta, the Foster mansion, also received much favorable publicity and 
support in its application, as did the Price Tower, the Frank Phillips Home 
and the Dewey Hotel. I believe that this town and county, with its numerous 
organizations devoted to the study and preservation of history, from the DAR
to the historical society, is very supportive of preserving buildings it de^ms 
worthy.

In the research I have done personally on the Civic Center I have found that 
it has been steeped in controversy from the moment it was decided to build it. 
The original architectural plan was altered to such an extent that it became a 
fairly ordinary looking structure, blending well with the rest of the downtown 
buildings that existed at the time. Historically and architecturally I never 
felt it was significant enough to warrant inclusion on the register, and find 
it curious that with such active preservation groups in town that pushed for 
the registering of other significant buildings, this building was never 
included in their efforts - even before the library issue entered the picture.

Recently a driving tour map of Bartlesville was produced. The north end of 
the Civic Center, the Public Library/Museum Archives addition, is the only



part this building included on this map of sigini+icant buildings in the 
area. Another indication o-f the Civic Center's significance (or, rather, its 
insignificance) in the minds of some of Bartlesville's citizens.

The Bartlesville Civic Center served its function and its time has passed, 
am afraid that if the committee recommends the building to be placed on the 
Register, Bartlesville will be left with an eyesore - the Library will be 
built in another location, and the Center will be allowed to continue to 
deteriorate, empty, unused - there is simply no money to restore it and I 
sincerely believe there will not be any money forthcoming for years to come.

Sincerely,

I

Susan C. Box



April 19, 1989

Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Oklahoma City, OK

As a long term resident of Bartlesville and a concerned citizen of 
the black community, I am writing to express a concern of mine and 
other black citizens of this community. Black children, located 
principally on the west side of town, will be severely penalized 
if the library is no longer located at its present location. 
These children can easily walk to the library from their various 
homes now. It provides a quiet, safe learning atmosphere.

This locale for the library is also important to the area because 
of the number of minority senior citizens located within a few 
blocks of the present site. Without a mass transit system, they 
will be unable to use the library at will.

I heartily endorse the removal of the old civic center and the 
construction of a new library on that site.

Bettye A. Williams 
913 S. Armstrong 
Bartlesville, OK 74003



April 14, 1989

Oklahoma Hiatoirical Society 
Preservation Office 
2100 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

ReI Bartlesville Civic Center

Dear Board Members,
In fcegard to the Bartlesville Civic Center 

the Landmark Preservation Council of Washington 
County has decided to remain noncommital as to the 
archictural and historical merits of the building.

Yours Sincerely,

Jim Wallen 
President



: APR .26 1989

OKLAHOMA
April 24, 1 989 HJSTOkjCAL SOCIETY

Readers' Roundtable 
Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise 
300 S.E. Frank Phillips Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK 74003

To The Citizens Of Bartlesville

In this day and time of crime, drugs and fast living, it's such 
a joy to see a group of people fight and care so very much 
about preserving the past.

In the words of my beloved great-grandfather and first settler 
of Bartlesville, Nelson F. Carr, the Civic Center building was 
instrumental in making the history of Bartlesville. It was one 
of many Bartlesville structures used and enjoyed by the noble 
people who braved the dangers and hardships of the early days.

The ghosts of the past are who made the present possible. So 
please leave them be to roam the dark halls so that future 
generations can look, see and remember an era of love, the love 
that each early-day pioneer felt for their town, Bartlesville.

Sincerely,

Marilyn F. Carr 
Great-granddaughter 
of Nelson F. Carr 
516 Turner Place 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 
(918) 336-0861

cc: Oklahoma Historical Society

ISMttVCD
APR 2 6 1989 
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Oklahoma Historical Society State Historic Preservation Office

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491

June 16, 1989

Mr. Carlos Melton
1119 South Johnstone Avenue
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mr. Melton:

Thank you for submitting the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination for the Bartlesville Civic Center. As you are already 
aware, the Historic Preservation Review Committee has recommended 
that the building should not be submitted to the Keeper of the 
Register. I have decided to accept the coirmiittee' s recom­
mendation and therefore will not nominate the property to the 
Register.

Please note that you or any other interested party has the right 
to appeal this decision. In accordance with 36 CFR Part 60, you 
may initiate the appeals process by writing to:

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service-
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20243-7127

A copy of the federal regulations cited above is enclosed.

Again, thank you for your interest and good work.

Sincerely,

7
DLS:pm

David L. Salai 
State Historic

Preservation Officer

cc: Historic Preservation Review Committee
Archie Robbins, Mayor of Bartlesville
Melvena Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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Dated: August 18,1983.
G.RayAnMtt.:
Assistant Secretary, Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks.
(National Historic Prasarvatten Act of 1986, 
as amended. 16 U.S.C. 470 at saig.).

PART 60-NATI0NALREGISTER OF 
HISTORIC PLACES

Accordingly, 38 CFR Part 60 is 
amended aa follows:

1. Section 60.8 is amended by adding 
paragraph (m) as follows:

9 606 Nominations by trie Stats Historic 
Preservation Officer unoer approved State 
Historic Preservation Progtawu-

ills (m) The State Historic Preservation 
Officer shall also submit to thelCerper 
nominations if so requested under the 
appeals process in Section 60.12..

2. Sections 60.11 and 60.12 are added 
.3 follows:

^ 60.1 f Reoueats for r,oniinations.
(a) The State Historic Preservation 

Officer or Federal Preservation Officer 
as appropriate shaU respond in writing 
within 60 days to any person or 
organization submitting a completed 
National Register nomination form or . 
requesting consideration for any 
previously preuared nomination form on 
record with the State or Federal agency. 
Tiie response snail provide a techmcai 
opinion concerning whether or not the 
prooerty is adequately documented and

■ appears to meet the National Register
■ cnteria for evaluation in § 60.4. If the 

nomination form is determined to be 
inadequately documented, the 
nominating authority shali provide the ” 
applicant with an explanation of the 
masons for that determination.

(b) If the nomination form does not 
appear to be adequately documented, 
upon receiving notificatioa it shall be ' 
the responsibility of the applicant to 
provide necessary additional 
documentation.

(c) If the nomination form appears to 
be adequately documented and if the 
property appears to meet the National 
Register criteria for evaluation, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall 
comply with the notification 
requirements in Section 60.6 and 
schedule the property for. presentation at 
the earliest possible State Review Board 
meeting. Scheduling shall be consistent 
with the State's established priorities for 
processing nominations; If the , 
nomination form is adequately 
documented, but the property does not 
appear to meet National Register criteria 
for evaluation, the State Historic

Preservation Officer need not process 
the nomination, unless so requested by 
the Keeper pursuant to S 60.12.

(d) The State Historic Preservation 
Officer's response shall advise the 
applicant of the property’s position in 
accord with the State’s priorities for- 
processing nominations and of the 
approximate date the applicant can 
expect its consideration by the State 
Review Board. The State Historic 
Preservation Officer shali also provide 
notice to the applicant of the time and 
)iace of the Review Board meeting at 
east 30 but not more than 75 days 

before the meeting, as well as complying, 
with the notification requirements in 
§60.8.

- (e) Upon action on a nomination by
the Slate Review Board, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall, 
within 90 days, submit the nomination to 
the National Park Service, or. if the 
State Historic Preservation Officer does 
not consider the property eligible for the 
National Register, sc advise the 
applicant within 45 uavs.

(f) If the applicant substantially 
revises a nomination form as a result of 
comments by the State orFederal 
agency, it may be treated by the State • 
Historic Preservation Officer ocFederal 
Preservation Officer as a new submittal 
and reprocessed in accord with the 
requirements in this section.-

(g) The Federal Preservation Officer 
shall request the comments of the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and notify 
the applicant in writing within 90 days 
of receipt of an adequately documented 
nomination form as to whether the 
Federal agency will nominate the 
property. The Federal Preservation 
Officer shall submit an adquately 
documented nomination to the National 
Park Service unless’ in his or her opinion 
the property is not eligible for the 
National Register.

$ 60.12 Nomination appeals.
(a) Any person or local government 

may appeal to the Keeper the failure or 
refusal oFa nominating authority to 
nominate a property that the person or 
local government considers to meet the. 
National Register criteria for evaluation 
upon decision of a nominating authority . 
to not nominate a property for any 
reason when requested pursuant to 
§ 60.11, or upon failure of a State 
Historic Preservation Officer to 
nominate a property recommended by 
the State Review Board. (This action 
differs from the procedure for appeals 
during the review of a nomination by the 
National Park Service where an 
individual or organization may "petition 
the Keeper during the nomination

process,” as specified in §§ 60.8(t] and 
60.9(i], Upon receipt of such petition the 
noimal 45-day review period will be 
extended for 30 days beyond the date of 
the petition to allow the petitioner to 
provide additional documentation for 
review.)

(b) Such appeal shall include a copy
of the nomination form and 
documentation previously submitted to 
the State Historic Preservation Officer 
or Federal Preservation Officer, an- 
explanation of why the appplicant is 
submitting the appeal in accord with 
this section and shall include pertinent 
correspondence from the State Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer.' '

(c) The Keeper will respond to the ' 
appellant and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer with a written 
explanation either denying or sustaining 

‘the appeal within 45 days of receipt. If 
the appeal is sustained, the Keeper will:

(1) request the State Historic 
Preservation Officer orFederal 
Preservation Officer to submit the 
nomination to the Keeper within 15 days 
if the nomination has completed the 
procedural requirements for nomination 
as described in Section 60.6 or 60.9 
except that concurrence of the State 
Review Board. State-Historic . 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer is not requirjd; or

(2) if the nomination has not 
completed these procedural 
requirements, request the State Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer to promptly process 
the nomination pursuant to Section 60.6 
or 60.9 and submit the nomination'to the 
Keeper without delay.

(d) State Historic Preservation 
Officers and Federal Preservation' 
Officers shall.process and submit such 
nominations if so requested by the 
Keeper pursuant to this section. The 
Secretapr reserves the right to list 
properties in the National Register or 
determine properties eligible for such 
listing on his own motion when 
necessary to assist in the preservation 
of historic resources and after notifying- 
the owner and appropriate parties and 
allowing for a 30-day comment period.

(e) No person shall be considered to 
have exhausted administrative remedies 
with respect to failure to nominate a 
property to the National Register until 
he or she has complied with procedures 
set forth in this section. The decision of 
the Keeper is the final administrative 
action on such appeals.
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JUL 20 1989
Hr. Jerry 14, Maddux 
City Attorney 
41G S. 5th 
P.O. Drawer S
Bartlesville, OK 74005-5025

Dear Mr. r-faddux.

Mr. P.oge.f’s h«a forwarded your letter concerning the Sartlesvill;2 
Civic Center, BartItisvilie, Oklahoma, to the National Regist-^r of 
Historic Placets for our response.

As of this date, no one has written to the National Park Service 
to appeal the Oklanoma Stats Historic Preservation Officer's 
decision not to notainate the old Bartlesville Civic Center to the 
ISatlonal Register. Should we receive such an appeal, we will 
notify you and afford the City of Bartlesville an opportunity to 
ooHisient.

Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull
Chief of Registration
national Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resources Division

400-RF
413-RF

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413

FNP:B.Boland:tig:07-18-89:343-9536 
SYS 66 BMG/OK (maddux)

' '■>,



City of Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

Jerry M. Maddux
City Attorney

July 7, 1989

JUL 1 3

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20243-7127

Dear Mr. Rogers;
I am writing to you on behalf of the City of Bartlesville, 

Oklahoma. The City of Bartlesville is the owner of the old 
Bartlesville Civic Center. This building has been deserted for 
approximately 15 years and has not been maintained. One of the 
residents of Bartlesville, Mr. Carlos Melton, filed an application 
to have the old Bartlesville Civic Center placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The City of Bartlesville opposed 
this application.

The application was considered by the Historic Preservation 
Review Committee of the Oklahoma Historical Society, which 
Committee recommended that the building not be submitted to you. 
The State Historic Preservation Officer, David L. Salay, accepted 
the Committee's recommendation and accordingly has not nominated 
the property to the Register. A copy of Mr. Salay's letter to Mr. 
Melton is enclosed.

The City of Bartlesville has not received any indication from 
Mr. Melton as to whether or not he is going to appeal this 
decision. If the decision is appealed by Mr. Melton, the City of 
Bartlesville would like to have the opportunity to respond to such 
an appeal. Accordingly, on behalf of the City of Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, I request that I be notified if any appeal is filed and

416 E. 5th / P.O. Drawer Z / Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005-5025 / AC 918-336-8114



Mr. Jerry Rogers 
July 7, 1989 
page two

also that I be furnished copies of the appeal material along with 
any material received by you from the Oklahoma Historical Society. 
If such an appeal is filed and upon receiving copies of the above 
requested material, the City of Bartlesville will file its 
response wherein it strongly objects to the listing of the old 
Civic Center on the National Register of Historic Places.

If you need any additional information, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

J^erry M. Maddux
JMM/jab
Enclosure



Oklahoma Historical Society STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFia

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491

June 16, 1989

Mr. Carlos Melton
1119 South Johnstone Avenue
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mr. Melton:
Thank you for submitting the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination for the Bartlesville Civic Center. As you are already 
aware, the Historic Preservation Review Committee has recommended 
that the building should not be submitted to the Keeper of the 
Reaister I have decided to accept the committee's recom­
mendation and therefore will not nominate the property to the 

Register.
Please note that you or any other interested party has the right 
to aSeal this decision. In accordance with 36 CFR Part 60, you 

may initiate the appeals process by writing to:

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20243-7127

A copy of the federal regulations cited above is enclosed.

Again, thank you for your interest and good work.

Sincerely,

7David L. Salai 
State Historic

Preservation Officer
DLS:pm

Historic Preservation Review Committee 
Archie Robbins, Mayor of BartlesvilleLlvena Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

cc;
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Dated: August 16,1983.
G. Ray Aniett
Assistant Secretary, Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks.
(National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended. 16 U.S.C. 470 eL seif.).

PART 60-+fAT10NALREGISTER OF 
HISTORIC PLACES

Accordingly. 3B CFR Part 60 is 
amended as follows:

1. Section 60A is amended by adding 
paragraph (m) as follows;
5 eae HominatJona by trio SUte Historic 
Prtsorvatkjn Officer unCer approved Stato 
Historic Preservation Programs-

(m) The Slate Historic Preservation 
Officer shall also submit to the fCerper 
nomin&tions if so requested under the 
appeuis process in Section 60.12.-

2. Sections 60.11 and 6ai2 are added 
.s follows;

? 60.11 Reoueats for nomination*.
(al The State Historic Preservation 

0®cer or Federal Preservation Officer 
as 3-jcropriate shall respond in writing 
within 60 days to any person or 
organization submitting a completed 
National Register nomination form or - 
requesting consideration for any 
previously prenared nomination form on - 
record widi the State or Federal agency. 
Tiie resDonse snail provide a tecnnical 
opinion concerning whether or not the 
prooerty is adequately documented and

■ appears to meet the National Register
■ cnieria for evaluation In i 60.4. If the 

nomination form is determined to be 
inaoequateiy documented, the 
nominating authority shall provide the 
applicant with an explanation of the 
reasons for that determinatioiL

(b) If the nomination form does not 
appear to be adequately documented, 
upon receiving notification, it shall be 
(he responsibility of the applicant to 
provide necessary additional 
documentation.

(c) If the nomination form appears to
be adequately documented and if the' 
property appears to meet the National 
Register criteria for evaluation, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall 
comply with the notification ''
requirements in Section 60.6 and 
schedule the property for. presentation at 
the earliest possible State Review Board 
meeting. Scheduling shall be consistent 
with the State’s established priorities for 
processing nominations; If the, 
nomination form is adequately 
documented, but the property does not 
appear to meet National Register criteria 
for evaluation, the State Historic

Preservation Officer need not process 
the nomination, unless so requested by 
the Keeper pursuant to 5 60.12.

(d) The State Historic Preservation 
Officer's response shall advise the 
applicant of the property's position in 
accord with the State’s priorities for ■ 
processing nominations and of the 
approximate date the applicant can 
expect its consideration by the State 
Review Board. The State Wstoric 
Preservation Officer shall also provide 
notice to the applicant of the time and 
place of the Review Board meeting at 
least 30 but not more than 75 days 
before the meeting, as well as complying 
with the notification requirements in 
5 60.6.

. (e) Upon action on a nomination by
the State Revtiew Board, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall 
within 90 days, submit the nomination to 
the National Park Service, or. if the 
State Histone Preservation Officer does 
not consider the property eligible for the 
National Register, sc advise the 
apoiicant within 45 i.avs.
' (n If the appiicam substantially 
revises a nomination form as a result of 
comments by the State or.Federal 
agency, it may be treated by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer or.Federal 
Preservadon Officer as a new submittal 
and reorocessed in accord with the 
requirements in this section.-

(g) The Federal Preservation Officer 
shall request the comments of the Slate 
Historic Preservation Officer and notify 
the applicant in writing within 90 days 
of receipt of an adequately documented 
nomination form as to whether the 
Federal age.ncy will nominate the 
property. The Federal Preservation 
Officer shall submit an adquately 
documented nomination to the National 
Park Service unless in his or her opinion 
the property is not eligible for the 
National Register.

1^60.12 Nomination appeals.

(a) Any person or local government 
may appeal to the Keeper the failure or 
refusal of a nominating authority to 
nominate a property that the person or 
local government considers to meet the 
National Register criteria for evaluation 
upon decision of a nominating authority . 
to not nominate a proper^ for any 
reason when requested pursuant to 
5 60.11. or upon failure of a State 
Historic Preservation Officer to 
nominate a property recommended by 
the State Review Board. (This action 
differs from the procedure for appeals 
during the review of a nomination by the 
National Park Service where an 
individual or organization may “petition 
the Keeper during the nomination

process," as specified In 55 60.8(t) and 
60.9(1). Upon receipt of such petition the 
normal 45-day review period will be 
extended for 30 days beyond the date of 
the petition to allow the petitioner to 
provide additional documentation for 
review.)

(b) Such appeal shall include a copy 
of the nomination form and 
documentation previously submitted to 
the Slate Historic Preservation Officer 
or Federal Preservation Officer, an 
explanation of why the appplicant is 
submitting the appeal in accord with 
this section and shall include pertoent 
correspondence firom the State Historic 
Preservation Officeror Federal ^ 
Preservation Officer.

(c) The Keeper will respond to the 
appellant and-the SUte Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer with a written 
explanation either denying or sustaining 

'the appeal within 45 days of receipt If
the appeal is sustained, the Keeper will;

(1) request the State Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer to submit the 
nomination to the Keeper -within 15 days 
if the nomination has completed the 
procedural requirements for nomination 
as described in Section 60.6 or 60.9 
except that concurrence of the State 
Review Board. State-Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer is not requirid: or

(2) if the nommation has not 
-completed these procedural 
requirements, request the State Historic 
Preservation Officer or Federal 
Preservation Officer to promptly -process 
the nomination pursuant to Section 60.6 
or 60.9 and submit the nominationrtd the 
Keeper without delay. ,

(d) State Historic Preservation 
Officers and Federal Preservation '

• Officers shall process and submit such 
nominations if so requested by the 
Keeper pursuant to this section. The 
Secretary reserves the right to list 
properties in the National Register or 
determine properties eligible for such 
listing on his own motion when 
necessary to assist in the preservation 
of historic resources and after notifying* 
the owner and appropriate parties and 
allowing for a 30-day comment period.

(e) No person shall be considered to 
have exhausted administrative remedies 
with respect to failure to nominate a 
property to the National Register until 
he or she has complied with procedures 
set forth in this section. The decision of 
the Keeper is the final administrative 
action on such appeals.

IFK Doc. B-riM Filed lO-n-Kfc *45 •m| 
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July 13, 1989 JUL 2 4 1989
WAT;L=iv/iL
REGiSTEflMr. Jerry Rogers 

Keeper of the National Register 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20243-7127 

Dear Mr. Rogers:

In accordance with the nomination appeals process designated in 
60.12 of the Federal Register Rules and Regulations, attached is a 
copy of the nomination presented to the Oklahoma State Historic 
Preservation Officer (1).

After reading the bylaws of the Historic Preservation Review Com­
mittee (2), anyone v/ould question the action taken by Dr. Salay in 
changing the election results of the 1/1 S/89 Review Committee when 
he eliminated the Vice-Chairman's vote. Under Article VI, Section 6 
(Meetings), it is clearly stated that at least a simple majority of 
members with professional qualifications required as set forth in 36 
CFR Part 61 must be present before recommendations on nominations to 
the National Register can be made. Therefore, any vote with any 
outcome would be in violation since Chairman James Loftis 
(Architect) was not present when the main focus of the meeting was 
architecture. Consequently, the meeting should have been resche­
duled for a new vote of the full committee as was earlier announced 
to all parties after the 1/19/89 meeting. All members and inter­
ested parties on all sides were present on April 20, 1989 and there 
was no valid reason not to settle the question with a new vote at 
that time.

Dr. Salay's decision not to recommend the Bartlesville Civic Center 
to the National Register was certaily not made on the basis of 
criteria set out in guidelines of the National Register Bulletin 16. 
Consequently, this letter outlines objections to his recommendation 
not to nominate the property including details of the extreme 
political pressure from both local and state levels which prevented 
any fair consideration of the real criteria which were very well 
fulfilled in the nominating document according to the SHPO staff and 
many other notable and well qualified sources.

For the record, the minutes (attached of the 1/19/89 Review 
Committee meeting show that Dr. Salay and the Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer supported the nomination (3). His June 16,
1989 letter to me as nominator of the property announced his 
decision not to nominate the building to the National Register but 
gave no reasons whatever for his complete turnabout decision.



■

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
July 13, 1989 
Page 2

Whether or not it had any affect on his ultimate decision, it must 
be pointed out that Dr. Salay was chosen for his present position by 
a search team chaired by ex-Senator Denzil Garrison, immediate past 
president of the Oklahoma Historical Society and still a member of 
the board of directors, whose committee also recommended a $10,000 
raise for Dr. Salay which was recently approved. Senator Garrison 
also happens to be a member of the Bartlesville Library Trust 
Authority whose stated intentions to demolish the Civic Center.
This is a clear conflict of interest.

Senator Garrison's involvement is even more significant because he 
has been a paid lobbyist for Phillips Petroleum Company since 1979 
even while he was president of the Oklahoma Historical Society which 
appears to be a violation of the Oklahoma Ethics Law. Another 
conflict of interest with a bearing on the nomination is that 
Phillips Petroleum Company Presdent, Glenn Cox, Garrison's ex-boss, 
is the chairman of the Bartlesville Library Trust Authority which 
opposes the nomination and also is actively working to raise money 
to demolish the building. Garrison resigned his position with 
Phillips on February 16, 1989, just a day before other lobbyists 
were fired from such state boards by the Governor in like 
situations.

These pertinent facts and conflicts of interest were detailed in m^'- 
letter of April 18, 1989 to James 0. Kemm, President of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society (4). As far as I know, none of this information 
was considered or put in the record since the April 20 Review 
Committee meeting allowed no further input from citizens which could 
be considered, even though this also was a violation of the SHPO 
Review Committee Bylaws, Article VI, Section 8.

When the OHS Review Committee met on January 19, 1989, the 
Bartlesville mayor, city attorney and a non-objective ex-Phillips 
architectural consultant hired by the City made a number of unsub­
stantiated mis-statements of fact regarding the condition of the 
building and purposefully withheld the fact that the building has 
never been condemned but only abandoned. A prestigious team of 
engineering experts of every type were appointed by the mayor just 
three years ago and they gave the building and its controversial 
balcony an absolute clean bill of health.

Dr. Robert E. Bell, Vice Chairman, prehistoric and historic archeo­
logist expert who presided over the 1/19/89 meeting statec that it 
bothered him to listen to such testimony of the Bartlesville repre­
sentatives who wanted to tear down the building and build something 
else, and that it was not clear to him why the City objected to the 
l^ational Register listing.



Mr. Jerry Rogers 
. July 13, 1989 

Page 3

Much encouragement from the SHPO staff and other qualified sources 
was present from the very beginning. After seeing my first draft, 
the SHPO staff encouraged me to also include the criteria of 
Politics/Government and Entertainment/Recreation. The attached 
Deputy Director's letter of September 15, 1988 stated "It is our 
staff opinion that the building is indeed eligible for listing in 
the Register" and it also stated "You have done a fine job of 
research" (5).

A research team from Oklahoma State University had surveyed all the 
downtown Bartlesville buildings in 1988 and the Deputy Director said 
It substantiated the fact that the Civic Center should be reviewed 
for nomination to the Register (6).

One of the Oklahoma Historical Society librarians, Fred Standley, 
who was in Bartlesville doing doctorate research stated it was 
obvious the building should be nominated and he even offered to come 
to Bartlesville to speak on behalf of the building at various civic 
organizations.

Final submission of the nomination with changes suggested bv the 
SHPO staff was made on November 29, 1988 and the staff was very 
encouraging in their belief that the nomination should be approved 
at the January meeting. In the minutes of that meeting, Melvena 
Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, is quoted as

the sufficiency of the building's historic and political 
qualities, and that the submittal only had to meet one criterion in 
order to qualify for the National Register while the arguments 
discussed that day centered on the architectural aspects of the 
structure. Ms. Heisch stated that "the issue at hand was whether or 
not the Civic Center is a historic building. In Ms. Heisch's 
opinion, it isi". In the same minutes. Dr. Salav affirmed that the
SHPO's judgment was expressed by Ms. Heisch which indicates he---------
agreed the building should be nominated.

At this January meeting, it is interesting to note that Dr. Bell as 
a well-respected and well-qualified historian and historic archae­
ologist was aware of the historic significance and voted for the- 
nomination. Ms. Susie Clinard as architectural historian also spoke 
in defense of the building and voted for the nomination. Dr.
Fisher, whose area of expertise is certainly not architecture, spoke 
principally to architectural aspects and voted against the nomin­
ation. Ms. Alma Pringle as a citizen member of the committee 
seconded Dr. Fischer's recommendation although she has no special 
architectural qualifications. The Chairman and architect. Dr. James 
Loftis, was not present and this left the meeting without a true 
expert which was against the bylaws.
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Mr. Jerry Rogers 
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Page 4
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Since the Chairman has apparently not seen fit to take this action,
original nominator to appeal the decision 

of the State Historic Preservation Officer and request that you 
expedite such a substansive review. ^

Sincerely

Carlos Melton 
1119 S. Johnstone 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Attachments

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

Bartlesville Civic Center nominations forms. 
Historic Preservation Review Committee Bylaws. 
January 19, 1989 Review Committee Meeting Minutes. 
April 18, 1989 letter to James 0. Kemm.
September 15, 1988 Deputy Director letter.
Final Survey Report for Oklahoma State University 
Architectural/Historic Survey of Bartlesville (1988) 
November 27, 1985 letter to Mayor Robbins from 
Washington County Historical Society.
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August 11, ----------------

Mr. Jerry M. Maddux 
City Attorney 
P. O. Drawer Z 
Bartlesville, OK 74005-5025

Dear Mr. Maddux:

At the request of Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the 
National Register of Historic Places, I am enclosing 
his letter to me and the correspondence from Carlos 
Melton.

Any comments you may have should be directed to 
Mr. Rogers.

Sincerely,

David L. Sala^ 

Executive Director

DLS:gw 
Attachments
cc: Jerry L. Rogers

•Kxmitive Committee 
of Ijoard of Dlret'iors
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OklahcNTia
Historicai________
Society

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4997

August 16, 1989 y. I h.

AUB 2 I iqp,g

Ms. Amy Schlagel 
Dept, of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Schlagel:

Per your request by telephone this afternoon, I am herewith 
enclosing a copy of the envelope containing notification of the 
Bartlesville Civic Center appeal, which was received in our office 
August 11, 1989.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Johh R. Hill
itectural Historian

JRH:pm 
Enclosure

cc: David L. Salay, State Historic Preservation Officer
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City of Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

2 11989
NATIOisjal
register

August 18, 1989

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
U.S. Dept, of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The City of Bartlesville, Oklahoma (City), submits the 
following comments concerning the decision of the Oklahoma State 
Historic Preservation Officer not to nominate the old Bartlesville 
Civic Center to the National Register of Historic Places.

The City of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, is the sole owner of the 
property involved. The basic structure, except for the library 
addition, was abandoned by the City in 1976 because of concerns 
over its safety. The building has not been maintained or used 
since. The City now wants to build a new library on the site. 
The Bartlesville City Council is supporting the construction of a 
new library and the demolition of the old structure. The City of 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, as the owner of the property, is opposed 
to the application of Mr. Melton to have the Civic Center placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. The City fully 
supports the decision of the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation 
Officer not to nominate the structure to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

For numerous reasons, the City feels that the structure does 
not qualify for inclusion on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The most obvious reason is that in 1962 a modern addition 
to the building was added which now contains our present 
inadequate library. We are enclosing two photos which show the 
library addition. The addition of the library has certainly 
changed the structure and in our opinion, renders it inappropriate 
to include the present structure with the modern addition on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

City of Bartlesville
600 S. Dewey / Box699 / BartlesviUe, Oklahoma 74005 / AC 918-336-0000



All appropriate information was submitted to the Historic 
Preservation Review Committee of the Oklahoma Historical Society 
and we are not including all such information with these comments. 
However, we would like to include for your consideration, the 
following:

1. In 1976, the Bartlesville City Council became concerned 
about the safety of the structure. Accordingly, the engineering 
firm of Benham/Blair/Holway & Spragins was retained to complete a 
structural analysis. They found that the balcony was structurally 
inadequate and unsafe. A copy of their report, dated March 2, 
1976, is enclosed.

2. Following receipt of the above report, the Bartlesville 
City Council retained Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory to conduct 
further tests on the balcony's main structural support girders. 
The report was generally inconclusive but does note that certain 
girders were substantially smaller than those called for by the 
plans. A copy of that report is also enclosed.

3. In view of the above safety concerns, the building was 
abandoned in 1976 and has not since been occupied. For numerous 
years the roof has had a serious leaking problem and utilities 
have not been maintained, so the structure has further 
deteriorated since 1976. In 1989, the City Engineer examined the 
structure and found that stairways and aisles present a 
significant safety hazard. A copy of his report is included.

4. In 1987, the Mayor of the City of Bartlesville appointed 
a Civic Center Review Committee, consisting of concerned citizens, 
engineers and architects, to review the structure and make 
recommendations concerning its future. The Committee submitted 
its report, dated March 21, 1988, to the Bartlesville City 
Council, which adopted its recommendation to replace the present 
structure with a new library. A copy of said report is included.

5. Numerous citizens, architects, historians, and others 
have written letters to the Oklahoma Historic Preservation Review 
Committee, stating that the structure does not qualify to be 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The letters 
make it clear that the building does not qualify on either an 
historic or architectural basis. Copies of representative samples 
of such letters are enclosed.

We do not intend to respond to all of the allegations 
contained in Mr. Melton's letter dated July 13, 1989. However, it 
should be brought out that the Oklahoma Historic Preservation 
Review Committee obtained and followed a ruling by the Oklahoma 
Attorney General concerning its procedure in this particular case.



Mr. Melton's allegation that certain members of the Review 
Committee were not properly qualified is ridiculous. His 
allegations were never raised prior to the vote of the Committee 
to deny his application. Further, the allegations of Mr. Melton 
that Dr. Salay's decision was based on political pressure is 
totally unsubstantiated. It appears that Mr. Melton questions the 
motives and qualifications of all persons who disagree with his 
position. We feel that all such allegations are incorrect and 
that the recommendation of the Oklahoma Historic Preservation 
Review Committee and the decision of the Oklahoma State Historic 
Preservation Officer not to nominate the structure to the National 
Register of Historic Places is fully justified by the facts.

In summary, the City of Bartlesville, as the owner of the 
structure involved, feels that the decision of the Oklahoma State 
Historic Preservation Officer is proper, and is based on good and 
adequate information. Accordingly, we request that his decision 
not to nominate the building to the National Register of Historic 
Places be sustained and approved.

Respectfully submitted.

Debbie Benbrgrak, Mayor \

iriaqerRobert E. Metzinger, CitJ Mariager

. Ma d d u X, Ci t y ^to r n ey

cc: Dr. David L. Salay
(w/out end.)



STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS AND STUDY

for the

BARTLESVILLE CIVIC CENTER BUILDING

Bartlesville, Oklahoma

-V.

March 2, 1976

mi
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BENHAM/BLAIR/HOLWAY & SPRAGINS 
Architects/Enfineers/Planners/ 

Consultants
Tulsa, Oklahoma
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Mr. Harry Werbitsky, City Engineer 
City of Bartlesville 
Civic Center Building 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74003

Structural Analysis and Report 
for the Civic Center Building, 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Dear Sir:

The above referenced report is transmitted herewith, as 
per our agreement dated January 27, 1976. Enclosed are six 
copies of the Structural Report and one copy of all engineering 
computations.

Following review of this material by City officials and 
the Civic Center Committee, we would recommend a meeting to 
further discuss the contents of this report and make recom­
mendations for a planning approach to the Civic Center project.

We trust this meets with your approval and await your con­
venience in scheduling a meeting.

Sincerely,

Benh/m/Blai /Holway & Spragins

Gary T. Sp

GTS:em 
ends.
CCS: Mr. Sloan K. Childers,

Vice President, Public Affairs 
Phillips Petroleum Company
Mr. William L. Faught, City Manager 
City of Bartlesville

gins, V

BOITTHLAND FINANCIAL CENTER. «111 SOUTH DARLINGTON STREET. TULSA. OKLAHOMA, 74IS6. TELEPHONE tIt-#63-7SlS
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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS AND STUDY 

for the

BARTLESVILLE CIVIC CENTER BUILDING 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma

history
The Bartlesville Civic Center Building was erected in the early 

1920's and the City Administration has occupied a portion of the 

structure since 1930. In 1961 a new north wing addition was added 

to the building to house library services,- Other minor modifica­
tions have occurred over the years.

STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION
The building is a concrete and steel framed structure with 

masonry load-bearing walls, partial basements, with a traditional 
architectural treatment on the north and south, wings and the west 
facade. The center auditorixam consists of fly-loft, staging, dress­
ing rooms, main floor seating, cantilevered balcony and supporting 

public areas at the west entrance.

SCOPE OF ANALYSIS
This study addresses the structural framework of the audito­

rium and south wing areas, and structural analysis of certain main 

supporting members to spot-check their ability to support the 

existing loading of the structure. No attempt has been made to 

forecast future loading if the building is-remodeled and larger 

loads are applied to the structure. A portion of this study deals 

with the cantilevered upper balcony area of the auditorium in 

order to determine its structural capacity, and- estimate the para­
meters of the original design.

Other areas of design study, such as parking requirements, 
entrances and pedestrian flow, public area services, mechanical 
systems, heating and air-conditioning, electrical requirements.
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seating capacitiesv requirements of current, building, codes, water­
proofing, staging requirements, acoustics, and. the interfacing of 

the building as a possible new Performing Arts Center Integral to 

a Master Plan for a civic/municipal complex^ are-not a part of 

this study and will be dealt with in future, design analyses to 

determine the feasibility of renovating, and restoring-the building.

INVESTIGATIONS AND ANALYSES

Record drawings for the Civic Center. Building- currently avail­
able consist of prints forming part of. a. set designated as follows;

"Civic Center Building for. Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
by Barnett, Hayes and Barnett, Architects, St.
Louis, Missouri, April 28, 1922."

These drawings are not indicated to be "As Built" and there 

is no known evidence that the structure was constructed in accord­
ance with the plans at hand. For lack of better, information, it 

has been assumed that the building was constructed in accordance 

with the available plans; the physical dimensions of the structure 

were field checked in so far as possible. In a reinforced con­
crete structure, the key to its strength is the eunount and location 

of reinforcing steel. There is no practical way of confirming that 

the reinforcing steel in the structure is as shown on the plans 

but, again, for lack of better information, the steel has been 

assumed as shown.
It should also be pointed out that the Civic Center Building 

was designed more than 54 years ago when building codes were in 

their infancy and the state-of-the-art of concrete mix design was, 
by today's standards, primitive. Due to the lack of quality con­
trol in those early days, as well as the-, lack, of - homogeniety in 

the manufacture of materials at that time-,-it-is advisable to be 

conservative in investigating structures of that age.
Our investigations and inspections have led us to conclude 

that the structure is in excellent condition considering its age.
We found no evidence of failure, or. imminent failure,-in any member.

-2-
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We found no large or unusual cracking pattern in the exterior 

masonry walls and found no evidence of stresses caused by differ­
ential settlement at any place in the frame. The fact that the 

building has served its purpose for more than half a century and, 
during that time, many of its structural, elements have probably 

been subjected to their design loading with no evidence of result­
ing distress was a major factor in our evaluation.

It has been indicated to us by present City.officials that 

during construction of the building the basement floor was raised 

when rock was encountered at a higher level than anticipated. The 

present condition of masonry walls leaves little doubt that the 

building foundations are, in fact, founded upon. rock. For this 

reason, no detailed foundation investigations were made.

In our analyses of the structiire.,. we. attempted, to use limit­
ing stress values utilized in the original design-of the structure. 

This required our research of early-day building codes and our 

judgment based upon experience. The compressive strength of con­
crete was assumed to be 2,500 psi with £ui allowable steel stress 

of 18,000 psi. Allowable values for shear,. which appear to be 

critical, were also made consistent with 1922 standards so far as 

known.
Our analyses included examination of- the. following elements 

in the structure;
1. Concrete-tile joist construction - One typical first floor 

joist from west entry to the front-of the stage; a typical 
first floor joist in the office area in the south wing; a 

typical second floor joist from the west entry- hall to the
■ hallway below the balcony.

2. Balcony freuning - All beams and girders, were analyzed.

3. Steel plate girder spanning the front, of the stage.

4. Steel roof trusses over the auditorium.

Our analyses indicate that all structural, elements are adequate

-3-
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for present-day loadings with the exception of three members of 

the balcony system. Beam B-1 is deficient in moment-resistance, 
the hanger support for the second floor joist from the balcony 

beeuns is deficient in tensile resistance and Girder B-5 is grossly 

overstressed in shear. The balcony live-load applied for this 

analysis was in the amount of 50 pounds per square foot, which was 

used after careful consideration of early-day codes. All other 

members in the balcony system were also analyzed but none exceeded 

a 15 per cent overstressed condition felt to be reasonable in view 

of the assximptions.
Our analyses indicate that at least one member in the balcony 

framing is structurally deficient even under conditions of dead­
loading and without any applied live-load whatsoever. Girder B-5 

is not adequately reinforced to resist shears resulting from dead­
loading only. It might well be asked how this structure, which 

theoretically should have .failed long ago,, has stood for more than 

54 years and today exhibits no indication of distress. In our 

opinion, there are explanations for this phenomena. First, it is 

entirely possible reinforcement in addition to that shown on the 

available drawings was added to the structure, perhaps by Change 

Order during construction, or possibly by additions to the shop 

drawings. Since there is no way of ascertaining the truth in this 

matter, prudence dictates that we assume the structure was actually 

constructed in accordance with the available drawings. It should 

be pointed out that if the structure were to fail in shear, as 

indicated by our analyses, such failure would be sudden and complete 

and the risks to which the using public would be exposed are obvious. 
A second possible explanation for the structvure's longevity lies in 

the fact that the continuity of the entire frame cannot be fully 

accounted for in our analyses. If a frame has structural con­
tinuity, then the interaction of its various members result in a 

distribution of stresses throughout-the frame and in this way the 

entire frame resists the applied loading. We have accounted for 

such continuity in all members where, in our judgment, such con­
tinuity is significant. There may, however, be some continuous

-4-
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effects beyond that used in our analyses. This effect could be a 

second reason the structure remains intact today.

It should also be mentioned in passing, that, the original 
design of the structure provided substantial, safety, factors. For 

exeunple, the ultimate strength of the concrete., is more than twice 

the design stress limit and the same is. true of. the reinforcing 

steel. There can be little doubt that. the. structure has infringed 

upon these safety factors many times in order to maintain its in­
tegrity for more than 50 years.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The foundations and structural frame-of the.Civic Center Build­

ing are structurally adequate and. safe. with, the exception of 

the auditorium balcony.

2. The balcony is structurally inadequate and unsafe. Our analyses 

show that certain beams and girders in the balcony framing are 

unable to sustain the imposed dead-loads with the proper margin 

of safety and are seriously overstressed under a live-loading
of 50 pounds per square foot. It should be pointed out that 

modern-day building codes prescribe a.live-loading of 60 pounds 

per square foot.

3. We recommend that the balcony of the Civic Center Building 

Auditorium not be used for ptablic occupancy.

THURMhN

March 2, 1976 BEN^/BLAIR/HOLWAY & SPRAGINS 
Architects/Engineers/Pianners/ 

Consultants
Tulsa, Oklahoma

-5-
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PITTSBURGH TESTING LABORATORY
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DALLAS. TEXAS 75229
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REPORT

ni-329
LABORATORY No. 
CLIENT'S No.

July 22. 1976

Description:

Project:

Reported To:

Inspection and Testing of Reinforced Concrete Girders

Civic Center 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma
City Engineer
City of Bartlesville
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

We have completed the inspection and testing of the balcony’s niain structural 

support girders authorized at the above site and submit the following report.

Field Operations
Field operations, consisted of radiography testing, sonic testing, pachometer 
testing, removal of concrete cores and reinforcing steel for laboratory 

physical testing, inspection of visual structural defects, and compliance 

with available design plans.

Radiography testing was performed on the lower portions of the main girders 

(designated B4 and B5 on original drawings). Radiographs were taken on an 

angle, (i.e. t.ht angle formed by a horizontal plana and a line drawn from 

the source throigh the film), through the girder in order to shew the amount 
and size of rair.forcing steel present. No satisfactory rsdiocraphs v^ere 

taken of the toi portion of the girders because a suitable angle could not

be obtained.
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REPORT
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July 22. 1976

Pachonieter testing vvas also used for determining size and location of 

reinforcing steel. Both sides of the girders designated B5 were tested. 
Draa-Jings No. one through eight illustrate appro;;iir!ate locations of vertical 
reinforcing steal.

Sonic testing was conducted in dasignsted critical structural areas.
Gv’aphs one through four give the ejcact location, and are the data sheets 

for the sonic testing. Outlined readings indicate possible Internal 
honeycoiTibed areas.

Concrete cores were obtained in'the areas shcz/'n on Drawings £ and TO.
Cores wars obtained using a standard 4 inch inside diai:etsr diamond bit 

and in ccmpllance v'ith ASTH C 42.

Vertical reinforcing steel was removed for laboratorj' testing from the 

designated area on Drawing 2. In addition, test specirrisns were cut frosa 

exposed horizontal steel.

Visual inspection for cracks, spalling and compliance with design drawings 

was conducted along both sides of the girders in question.

Laboratory Testing
Concrete cores and reinforcing steel specimens were returner! to the laboratory 

for starsdard ccr.ioression and tensile tests. Physical testing was conducted in
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conplIancG with ASTM C-42 ("Obtaining and Testing Drilled Cores and Sawed 

Seams of Concrete"), and ASTM A-370 ("Mechanical Testing of Steel Products").

Laboratory Pvesults
Standard compression tests on the concrete core specimens found the concrete 

to have an average compression strength of 26S0 PSI.

Standard tensile tests performed on the steel specimens shov? the steel to 

meet current ASTM strength requirements for Grade A40 reinforcing steej.

Radiftoraphy Test Results
• •

Satisfactory radiographs indicate the presence of devolved reinforcing 

steel, 1 1/4" by 1 1/4", at the bass of the girders ds.signated B4 and 35.
The apparent quantity and size of steel agrees with available plans, in 

addition to this tension steel, small vertical steel (size 1/2") bends or 

hooks around the larger tensile steal. These small rebars nay be the ends 

of the vertical reinforcing steel specified in the plans, or could have 

bean used to maintain the integrity of tha reinforcing tensile steel 

bundles during construction.

Due to thickness of the girders, and long exposure time, so;ne of the 

radiographs v.'sra uninterpretable.
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Pachomater Tost Results
Inspection with the pachoinater confirmed the presence and location of the 

main tension steel in Girders B4 and 85. Additional inspaction shov;sd 

vertical rebar present in girders designated B5 (Drawings 1 through 8).
As seen in the drawings, soina areas have more, and sokk areas less, 
vertical reinforcing steel than the plans indicate- It is ou;r belief 
that the pachornater did not indicate some pf the rebar due to the thick 

concrete covering and due to interferance by enternal natal.

Pachometer Inspection also confirniad the presence of the 1 1/4" deforTned 

diagional reinforcing steel in girders designated B5. This reinforcing 

steel is noted in Drawings 3 and 7. The aniount and size of reinforcing 

Steel is correct according to available drawings.

Sonic Test Results
Sonic inspection of the girders in selected areas (Drav.ing A end 8) reveals 

possible internally honeycornbed areas. Graphs one through your niustrate 

the extent of the honeyconibing.

Visual inspection Finding
As noted on Drawings one through eight, soiT:e spalliria and imnor cracking has 

occurred. Spalling is believed to have occurred due to the thin covering 

(seme pieces less than 1/2") of concrete over the vertical reinforcing steel.
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In areas of spalling where v'einforcing steel is visible, vertical rebar is 

generally larger than that specifiei^ Tfi the available plans. Cracks found, 
due to their small size, are not considered structurally'significant.

Several architectural deviations from the design plans were noted. One, 
the discontinuation of the Girder B4 beyond the B5 girders. Available

. *v. ■

design drWings shovi Girder B4 extending the width of the building 

(Drav/ing Secondly, colmnns designated 17 and 20 are 11 1/4" by 24 1/4" 

and situated feelva inc-iss (12” )frcBi the outside vs-all edge to the outside 

column edge (Drawing Design plans show Colifinns 17 end 20 to be 28" 

by 28" and situated in line with the other columns.

Visual inspection also revealed 1/2" round steel bars placed at varying 

intervals, perpendicular to the girder face, end extending thj’ough both 

sides of the girder. It is believed these bars were used as form restraints 

and/or for te'^^p2rature relief.

Visual obsen/ation upon removal of one of the concrete cores confirmed the 

location end size of the 1 1/4" main diaglonal tension reinforcing steel.

Conclusions
Main tension reinfoixlng steel indicated on available drav/ings is present 
and of a good quality.
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Small amounts of internal honeyccii^b areas may ba present but are not' 
cons1dered significant.

Vertical reinforcing steal is present In a greater siiraunt, end of a larger 

size than indicated in available plans. Specimens tested meet current 
ASTf^ strength requirements for Grade A40 steel. .

In our opinion, based on visual appearance and the age of the structure, 
the concrete is of adequate quality, although the average strength (2680 PSI) 

is slightly loiv'er than current practice allows (3000 PSI).

Architectural changes noted consisted of shortening Giv'der B4 and .moving 

Col'jmns 17 and 20 toward the center of the building by epprox1r?i5tsly twelve 

inches (12”). In addition, the size of Columns 17 and 2G ere 11 1/2“ x 24 1/4“ 
as opposed to 28“ x 28“ as on available plans.

Minor spalling and cracks have occurred, but are not considered significant.

Supervisor: Trent Crawford 
Report Prepared by: Ron Reed E.I.T. 
Supervising Engineer: 'Robert Yeakey

DAPv/dt

Respectful ly siibrnitted,

Dallas District



POKM 401-OA

PITTSBURGH TESTING LABORATORY
2S11MERRELL RO.

DALLAS. TEXAS 75229
*• A MUTUAL PROTICTION TO CLItNTA. TMC PUSLIC AND OURtCLVt*. ALL RKPORT*
ARC RURMITTCO AR TMC CONFIDCNTIAL PROPCRTY OF CLICNTS. AND AUTMORIXATIOM 
FOR PUBLICATION OF tTATCMCNTl. CONCLURIONI OR CXTRACTB FROM OR RCCARDINO 

OUR RCPORTR IR RCRCRVCO PCNDINO OUR WRITTCN APPROVAL.
ORDER No.

REPORT

UBORATORY TEST RESULTS

711=^330
LABORATORY No. 
CLIENT'S No.

July 22, 1976

Core
NunTbar

Conipressive Strength 
Pounds per Sq. Inch

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8 

9

3165 

> ;2600 ' 

2320 . 
2160 

1840-' 
2270 

3510 

1250^ 

2740
2680 PSI Average for 7 Cores

Cores No. 5 and 8, due to their short length, are not considered 

representative, and their strengths were not figured Into tl.e averagf.
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REPORT OF TENSILE TEST OF REINFORCING STEEL REiiOVED FROM BALCONY 

MAIN SUPPORT GIRDERS, CIVIC CENTER, BARTLESVILLE. OKLAHOMA

OESCRIPTIO?]

ORIGINAL
AREA

SQ.IN.
YIELD
LBS.

MAXIMUM
LOAD
LBS.

YIELD
FSI

TENSILE
STRENGTH

PSI
EL0Na'\TICN

PERCENT FRACTURE

3/8" Round .no•
4.200 5,500 38,200' 50,000 11.9 1/2 Cup

5/8” Round .310 10,000 12,500 32,300 40,300 13.6 IRR

Defonned 9/16"j;n/16“ .310 17,000 26,800 54,840 85,450 18.1 3/4 Cu?

Deformed 5/8”xl/2” .250 11,500 18,700 46,000 74,800 20.0 1/2 Ojp
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March 21, 1988

TO:

FROM

Arch Robbins, Mayor 
City of Bartlesville
Civic Center Review Committee

Attached for the consideration of f 
final report of the Civic Center Review Committee.

The connittee. formed in September of 1987. was charged with the 

responsibility to:
a Determine whether there were appropriate uses for a remodeled 

Civic Center.

alternative,

On behalf of the Review Committee

WlR. Thorns, Chairman



Report of the Civic Center Rovlew Coewittea

principal Findings and Recommendations

. The Co«.ittee find, that additional bulldins apace I. needed 

for comiunlty actlyltle. and find, a particular need for expanded 

and leproved library facllltlea.

a The Coamlttee find, that renovation of the old Civic Center to 

provido additional library facllltlea or to eeet othor high-priorlty 

need, noold not bo coat-effectIv. or efficient for the coemonity and 

recomnends that the building be demolished.

. The Co™»lttee reco«»end. that the alte of the old Civic Center 

be uaed for con.tructloo of a not. library building.

. The Conalttee find, that an adult center In Bartle.vllle I. 

dealrable. but It ahould not be at the Civic Center location.

. The Coewlttee find, that an apparent need exi.t. for a 

convention center In Bartle.vllle and reco«»end. that the city 

conduct a further Inve.tlgatlon Into It. foa.Ibillty.
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Sunvnary

• The Review Comnittee conducted a seven-month Investigation 

into the feasibility of remodeling the Civic Center for use as a 

community facility.

« After a survey of groups and organizations within the 

community, the Review Committee identified three primary needs in 

the community with the potential for accommodation in a remodeled

Civic Center facility.

• A library • An adult center • A convention center

• The Review Committee solicited input from community architects 

and heard four presentations concerning the feasibility of Civic 

Center remodeling.

. TWO architects were in favor of Civic Center remodeling and 

presented various plans for accommodating library and other 

facilities in the structure at costs tanging from $4 million to 

$4.6 million. The cost estimates these architects provided were 

order of magnitude estimates only and were significantly lower 

than the estimate subseguently developed by the Technical 

Subcommittee.
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* Two architects said they were opposed to Civic Center
remodeling and said it would be uneconomical and a mistake for

the city to undertake such an effort.

* The Review Committee determined that the structural integrity 

of the Civic Center balcony — an integral part of the building that 

cannot be removed — has not been adequately tested and cannot be 

certified as safe without further investigation and possible 

reinforcement.

* The Review Committee concluded that the Civic Center was of 

minimal aesthetic or historical value and that the decision to 

remodel the building or demolish it should be made on the basis of

economics.

* The Review Committee concluded that the presence of asbestos 

in the Civic Center was not a factor in assessing the relative 

merits of remodeling or building a new structure.

* The Review Committee concluded that operating efficiencies 

would be much greater in a new building than in a Civic Center 

remodeled into a facility far different from its original purpose.

* The Review Committee concluded that parking in the vicinity of 

the Civic Center was inadequate for use of the site as a convention

center.
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» The Review Committee concluded that remodeling the Civic 

Center into a library according to the most sensible proposal 

submitted would cost approximately $6.8 million according to 

standard, nationwide construction industry cost data. Using the 

same type of cost data, the Review Committee concluded that a new 

library facility meeting the community's needs would cost 

approximately $3.3 million, including the cost of Civic Center 

demolition. These estimates were for construction costs only and 

did not include costs for furnishing, landscaping, etc.

» The Review Committee was informed that alternative plans for a 

senior adult center had been developed at less cost than Civic 

Center remodeling.

Review Committee Formation

In September 1987, the Bartlesville City Commission appointed a 

Civic Center Review Committee and charged it to:

• Determine 

Civic Center

whether there were appropriate uses for a remodeled
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• Develop a reasonable cost estimate for remodeling the Civic 

Center to meet the needs of prospective tenants, or, as an 

alternative,

• Develop a reasonable cost estimate for providing needed 

facilities without utilizing the Civic Center.

• Assume other responsibilities or make other recommendations 

as might be deemed appropriate.
Review Committee Members Appointed

The City Commission appointed the following Review Committee 

members:

W.R. Thomas, Chairman 

Loretta Chaney 

Charles Cruzan 

Denzil Garrison 

James Gately

Barbara Howenstine 

Phil Mclntire 

Helen Todd 

William C. Wertz 

J. Bryan Whitworth

All Review Committee members were given the report of the Civic 

Center Investigative Committee of June 1986 and copies of structural 

analyses of the Civic Center made by Benham-Blair, Holoway in March 

1976, and by the Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory in July 1976.

The Review Committee was guided on a tour of the Civic Center 

and Library.
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Study Questions Formulated

After enalyein, the task facing the Review Committee, it became 

apparent that four basic questions needed to be addressed:

1. was there a bona fide and unfulfilled need for additional 

space for community activities in Bartlesville?

2. Could this need be met by remodeling the Civic Center?

3. was suitable parking available in reasonable proximity to 

the Civic center site to meet prospective tenants' needs.

4. Considering all factors, was it economically attractive to

rebuild and recondition the Civic Center as compared with new 

construction or other available alternatives?

Subcommittees Formed

in order to develop answers to these questions, three 

subcosssittees were named and assigned selected accountability:
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screeninq Subcommittee Technical Subconunittee Parkinq Subcommitte

J. Bryan Whitworth* 

Denzil Garrison 

Helen Todd

Phil Mclntire* 

Charles Cruzan 

James Gately

Barbara Howenstine* 

Loretta Chaney 

William C. Wertz

• chairman

The Screening Subcommittee was assigned the task of developing 

the answer to the first question, i.e., does a bona fide need for 

building space now exist in the community? This committee was also 

directed to determine parking requirements for each prospective

tenant.

The Technical Subcommittee was assigned the task of determining 

whether the building could be remodeled in a cost-effective way to 

meet the needs of the various prospective tenants. This 

Subcommittee was given the task of developing cost estimates for the 

necessary remodeling. The Subcommittee was also given 

responsibility for securing reasonable estimates for other methods 

of meeting community needs as an alternative to Civic Center

remodeling.

The Parking Subcommittee was charged with determining the 

feasibility and potential costs of providing parking space to fit 

the prospective tenants’ needs.
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Screening Subcomwlttee Activity

The Screening Subcommittee attempted to survey the entire 

community to solicit ideas and suggestions for utilizing the space 

in a remodeled Civic Center. The Subcommittee published its mission 

through the local media and wrote letters to more than 100 local 

organizations asking for their needs. More than 40 replies were 

received, reflecting a high degree of interest in the project.

The Subcommittee thoroughly reviewed the requests and 

suggestions it received. It was readily apparent that all community 

needs could not be met with the space available in the Civic 

Center. However, no single request would have utilized the entire 

building. Therefore, the Subcommittee found it necessary to group 

tenants whose needs were harmonious. The Subcommittee developed 

three alternative groupings for further evaluation. These were:

• Library as prime tenant.
• Senior adult center as prime tenant.

• Convention center as prime tenant.

Since the prime tenants would utilize some 50 percent of the 

building’s capacity, the Subcommittee listed other potential uses 

for Civic Center space in conjunction with each. These additional 

uses included a museum, a small auditorium, a small theater, meeting

rooms, etc.
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Presentations by Architects

The Technical Subcommittee solicited the ideas of four local 

architects as to how the building might be configured to meet the 

three primary and additional needs. The architects were requested 

to develop rouqh estimates as to the costs of rebuilding the Civic

Center to their designs.

Each of the four architects responded to the request and 

presented their plans, ideas, cost estimates and recommendations to 

the entire Review Committee.

Thomas L. McCrory
Architect Tom McCrory was fully responsive to the Technical 

Subcommittee's request and prepared four separate schematics. Each 

of the alternatives contemplated using the entire capacity of the 

Civic Center, totalling approximately 65,000 square feet on four 

levels. His plans for conversion were clearly superior to the 

others presented. He appeared to produce a practical, functional 

and reasonably attractive building. Mr. McCrory estimated the cost 
of remodeling the building according to his plan as approximately $4 

million (approximately $65 per square foot), including a 15 percent 

contingency. He warned against using a precise cost figure without 

additional design work. He urged the Review Committee to recommend 

the remodeling of the Civic Center as a partial answer to 

Bartlesville's needs.
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Ha rry Compton
Architect Harry Compton presented one schematic for remodeling 

the building as a library and museum with space for small meeting 

rooms, under his approach, a large part of the present structure 

would be demolished <i.e., the roof, south wing, south main wall and 

the east wall). A smaller building would result in 45,000 square 

feet of usable space on two floor levels. He estimated the cost the 

cost of this proposal as $4 million (approximately $89 pet square 

foot.) Mr. Compton endorsed the remodeling approach in contrast to

new construction.

Derry Ebert
Architect Derry Ebert presented one schematic for remodeling the 

building for use as a library, museum, small auditorium and a small 

theater, utilizing the existing balcony. His plan called for 

removing the main floor, which has a four-foot slope from bach to 

front and replacing it with a level floor. Otherwise, the plan 

utilized most of the remaining structure as is. Mr. Ebert's 

configuration would result in 51,000 square feet of usable space on 

three floor levels and would cost approximately $4 million, 

indluding design ($80 pet square foot).

Mr. Ebert recommended strongly that the Review Committee not 
endorse a plan to remodel this outmoded structure. He reminded the 

Review Committee that the structural soundness of the balcony was 

questionable and that the redesigned building would not meet the
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needs of the tenants as efficiently as a new building. He said he 

would not want to be associated with a project that he believed 

would be a major mistake and would choose not to be a candidate for 

the architectural work if the city chose to remodel.

Frank W. Riehart
Architect Frank Riehart met with the Review Committee and shared 

his views and recommendations, but did not present a schematic for 

remodeling the building. He said he was familiar with the Civic 

Center and the problems of remodeling it, and he believed any such 

effort would be a major mistake. He stated that Olsen-Coffey 

Company, a Tulsa consulting firm, had prepared a cost estimate in 

1985 concluding that remodeling costs would be as high or higher 

than new construction.

Mr. Riehart also brought up the question of the Civic Center's 

structural integrity, but said he felt the prime consideration was 

that the old building would not efficiently meet clients' needs, 

while a new one could be designed to do so.

The Olsen-Coffey cost estimate was given to the Review 

committee, and it showed a cost of $4.6 million tor rebuilding the 

Civic center into a library and museum with some 60,000 square feet 

of space (approximately $77 a square loot). This estimate included

a 25 percent contingency factor.
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Mt. Riehatt stated that he had beer, the architect on the First 

Methodist Church addition completed in 1987. He said this addition 

was of comparable quality to that needed in a new library facility 

and said construction costs had been approximately $65 a square 

foot. He said a remodeled Civic Center would be an albatross around 

the City's neck and that he would not agree to participate as the 

architect on such a project.

Preliminary Conclusions

At this point in the investigative process, the Review Committee 

concluded that answers had been clearly provided to the first two 

questions in the study, and certain other important points became 

evident. These are set out as follows:

Q. IS there a bonafide and unfulfilled community need for 

building space in Bartlesville?

A. Yes. This need was verified through investigation by 

the Screening Cosmittee. Total cosiminlty needs are greater 

than the capacity of a remodeled Civic Center. While the 

Review conmittee was not charged with setting priorities, 

the need for Improved library facilities appears to be the 

coimnunity’s most urgent need.

q: can the community needs be met by rebuilding and

modernizing the Civic Center?
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A; Ye». In part — If coat naa no obieet. Tha arehllaeta' 
plana daa»natratad that tha Civic Cantar could potanllally 

bo convartad to moat a portion of tha eommunltya naadi and 

nada Into a aarvlcaabla and attractiva building but at 

considerable cost.

Key Factors Considered

The Review Committee recognized several important factors that 

would shape its findings and recommendations:

1. Extent of Remodeling Required

The word -remodel- covers many different situations. At one end 

of the spectrum, for example, an old building designed for a 

particular purpose might be restored and remodeled for the same 

purpose with only minor partition changes and a general facelifting 

and modernisation. At the other extreme, an old building might have 

to be gutted and extensively rebuilt if its purpose is changed. The 

latter was clearly the case with respect to the Civic Center, which 

was designed to be a stage and performance facility. The building 

was designed with a large auditorium, a stage and a big balcony. It 

has a level basement floor, but the main floor has a four-foot slope 

and the balcony an extreme slope. Converting the building to meet 
the needs of any of the prospective tenants identified in the Review 

Conmittee-s study would requite extensive reconstruction — m
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essence retaining only the exterior walls and roof supports. A 

survey of a»era,e remodelln, costs would have no relevancy to this 

situation, as the building is at the extreme end of any scale 

measuring effort and cost reguired to adapt it for its contemplated

mission.

2. Structural Integrity

In 1976, a structural analysis made by Benham, Blair, Holoway 

(BBH) of Tulsa, Oklahoma, concluded that the foundations and framing 

of the Civic center were, in general, structurally adequate and 

safe. The one exception noted was the reinforced concrete frame 

supporting the balcony. The BBH group did not test the support 

girders. However, it said that if the girders contained the amount 

of reinforcing steel shown in the original building plans, that 

amount was inadequate and therefore unsafe.

A follow-up study by the Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory (PTL) 

attempted to determine the amount of reinforcing steel actually used 

in the balcony girders. Radiography testing, sonic testing, 

pachometer testing and concrete cote testing was conducted. This 

testing determined that the actual amount of reinforcing was in 

excess of that shown in the original drawings. However, because of 

the large sire and location of the beams, PTL was not able to 

determine precisely the amount of reinforcing used. PTL further 

pointed out that the balcony was designed for
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50-pound-per-square-foot loads, instead of the 60
pound5-per-3quare-foot now standard and noted that the concrete used 

in the structure was sUqhtly below current standards.
Because of the nature of these studies, a question still exists 

about the structural Integrity of the balcony's support girders.
The balcony frame Is reinforced concrete and Is an Integral part of 

the building's structure and therefore cannot be removed. It Is one 

thing to say that the strength of the balcony appear to be 

adequate, but quite a different matter for a structural engineer to 

certify Its safety so that the City could obtain liability 

Insurance. Before any effort to remodel the Civic Center could be 

undertaken, the question of the balcony's structural integrity would 

have to be addressed in more detail.

3. Aesthetics vs. Economics

The Review Committee assigns minimal aesthetic or historical 

value to the Civic Center building. The Committee unanimously 

agreed that the decision to remodel the building or to demolish it 

should be made on the basis of economics. Remodeling should be 

undertaken only if it is shown to be more economical than other

options.
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4. Asbestos

The presence of asbestos in the Civic Center was not a factor in 

assessing the relative merits of remodeling or building a new 

structure. Asbestos removal would increase the cost of any 

remodeling undertaken. However, asbestos removal would also 

increase the cost of building demolition if a new structure were to 

be built. Therefore, there would be no significant difference in 

the city’s options as a result of the asbestos.

5. Operating Efficiency

Although the Civic Center is 66 years old, its esternal shell 

and roof supports appear to be in good condition. Under any 

proposed remodeling scheme, virtually the entire interior would be 

gutted and replaced with materials comparable to those in a new 

building. Electrical, plumbing, air conditioning and other 

mechanical systems would also be new. A remodeled Civic Center 

should not offer unique maintenance problems, and maintenance costs 

should be only moderately higher than new construction. However, 
operating efficiency is another matter. The current library 

structure contains 12,500 square feet of assignable space built on 

five different levels. From the viewpoint of a librarian, it is an 

inefficient building in which to operate a library. Personnel costs 

can be reduced and management efficiency improved in a single-level 

building without a large number of columns. Any design for using 

the Civic center as a library would introduce additional levels and 

many columns. From an operational standpoint, a remodeled Civic 

center would not be as efficient as new construction.
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As the next step in the investigative process, the Parking and 

Technical Subcommittees were asked to complete their assignments.

Parking Subcommittee Conclusions

The Parking Subcommittee compared the parking requirements of 

the three major prospective tenants (adult center, convention 

center, library) with the parking space available in close proximity 

to the Civic Center. The Subcommittee identified 145 parking spaces 

potentially available within one block of the building. These 

spaces consist of onstreet parking and a city parking lot south of 

the Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. building.

Parking space within the Community Center lot was not taken into 

account because this space is currently insufficient even for 

Community Center needs. A potential option — double-decking the 

Community Center parking lot - would require an investment of 

$5.000-$7.500 per car (a total of $1,125 million-$l.875 million for 

a 250-car second deck). The Parking Subcommittee considered this

cost to be prohibitive.

With these facts, the Subcommittee concluded that adequate 

parking could not be provided to serve a convention center. The 

Subcommittee further concluded that parking was adequate to support 

either a library or adult center, but not both. The full Review 

Committee supported these conclusions.
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Technical Subcommittee Conclusion*

The Technical Subcommittee conducted its own analysis of the 

costs of remodeling the Civic Center or building a new structure 

using standard construction industry cost factors. The Subcommittee 

determined that any remodeling effort would necessarily involve the 

entire structure, i.e., it was not feasible just to remodel a 

smaller portion of the building. Therefore, as a basis of 

comparison, the Subcommittee used Tom McCrory's number one option, 

which provided a library on the first floor and a portion of the 

second floor, with a museum occupying the remainder of the second 

floor. A third floor provided a lecture-seminar hall in the present 

balcony and some meeting rooms. This building configuration 

contained 65,000 square feet of floor space.

The Subcommittee made its cost estimate with full awareness that 

it was proceeding with no design specifications and with the 

understanding that many unrecognized problems are inherent in any 

66-year-old structure. The Subcommittee's objective was to be 

realistic, but conservative in making its cost estimates. The 

Subcommittee identified the many construction activities that must 
be performed in remodeling and assigned costs according to standard 

industry estimates. These costs were increased by a factor of 18 

percent because of the reduced efficiency of working in congested 

areas where major labor-saving equipment cannot be used. In 

addition, the Subcommittee added a 25 percent contingency factor to 

cover unexpected costs likely to arise in a major remodeling 

project. Both of these markups are customary in this type of cost

estimation.
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The Subcommittee arrived at an estimated cost of $6.8 million 

for remodeling the Civic Center. It cautioned that this was a 

feasibility quality estimate, considered to be accurate only to 

within a range of -15\ to +40%. This estimate results in a cost of 

$105 per square foot to modernize the 65,000 square foot building.

The Subcommittee reported that based on the same construction 

industry cost factors, a new library of 30,000 square feet could be 

built on the Civic Center site for an estimated cost of $3 million, 

or $100 a square foot. This figure included a 10 percent 
contingency, which is considered reasonable for new construction. 

This cost estimate was also feasibility quality (-15% to +40% 

accuracy).

The feasibility quality cost estimate of demolishing and 

removing the Civic Center was $320,000.

As a result of its analysis, the Technical Subcommittee 

recommended that the renovation of the Civic Center not be 

considered for any future function or activity. Renovation cannot 
be supported because of the unfavorable economics as compared with 

new construction and because the reconditioned building could not be 

operated as efficiently as a new building designed for this purpose.

While discussing the cost estimates, the Review Committee was 

informed that the people interested in the Senior Adult Center had 

become aware that other buildings were available in the community 

that could be utilized at less cost than remodeling the Civic Center.
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Final Conclusions

The full Civic Center Review Committee endorsed the Technical 

Subcommittee's recommendations.

The Review Committee recommends that the option of remodeling 

the Civic Center be abandoned for further planning. Remodeling is 

not economically attractive when compared with other options.

The Review Committee believes that Bartlesville should address 

certain building requirements when it can do so. The library is 

clearly the community's highest priority need, as the present 

structure is inadequate and inefficient. The 30,000 square-foot 
library now favored by the Library Board is much more realistic than 

the 55,000-square-foot structure that was previously rejected by the 

voters.

The Review Committee believes there is a clear and present need 

for a senior adult center. It was the proposal for just such a 

center to the City Commission, on July 13, 1987, that led to 

formation of the Civic Center Review Committee. The need is no less 

urgent now in view of the latest retrenchments at Phillips.
However, this study has demonstrated that the Civic Center is not a 

viable location for the adult center, and other options should be 

pursued by the senior citizens committee.
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The Review Committee feels a convention center would be a major 

asset for the community. However, it should not be at the Civic 

Center location because of parking requirements. Additional work 

needs to be done on that item, probably by the Chamber of Commerce.

Respectfully submitted.

W.R. Thomas, Chairman

Loretta Chaney'

Barbara Howenstine

Phil Mclntire

Charles Cruzan

Denzil Garriso

James Gately

Helen Todd

\A^p.----- -

william C. Wertz

J. Bryan Whitworth
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January 16, 1989 City of Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

Historic Preservation Review Committee 
State Historical Preservation Office 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Gentlemen:

I have examined several stairways of the Bartlesville Civic Center 
and find only one that is in compliance with the building code 
of the City of Bartlesville. In addition, an inspection of the 
balcony aisles reveals gross nonconformance with the recommended 
maximum riser height of 7 inches. The balcony slopes at a 42° 
angle with the horizontal, and the 9-3/8 inch risers of the aisles 
present a significant occupant safety hazard in my opinion.

Sincerely,

T. G. Noltensmeyer
Oklahoma Professional Engineer #14918

SNi jc
TERRY G.

noltemsmeyer

City of Bartlesville
600 S. Dewey / Box 699 / Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005 / AC 918-336-0000



f i.i April 17, 1989

Okla. Historical Society 
Historical Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

ATIN; Melvena Heisch

To Whom It May Concern:

Let me introduce myself — I am Carolyn Krizer 
Gon^, 50 years old, bom and raised in
B^tlesville, married to Arthur P. Gorman who was 
also bom and raised in Bartlesville, and I am 
co-o^er of just for you!" a gift shop in
downtown Bartlesville. Currently, I am in the 
process of promoting the Main Street program for 
01^ community through Downtown Bartlesville, Inc. 
Jiis organization represents the merchants of 
downtown Bartlesville.

I feel it would be a tremendous waste of time, 
energy and money to restore our old Civic Center.

respected hy the citizens of B^tlesville as an outstanding building. Our old
significant historical or ^chitectural value, to be saved! I would urge you

Regi^t tuilding on the State Historical

Most sincerely.

Carolyn^. Gorman

FILE COPY

nJ



McCRORY ASSOCIATES a ARCHITECTURE

18 APR 89

Mr. William G. Creel 
1100 SE Osage 
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mr. Creel,

RE: Architectural Style of the Civic Center

In compliance with your request I have penned the 
following comments. These statements are based in part on my 
attending the college level class. History of Architecture, 
taught by Austrian born Professor Wilhelm Baumgarten, whose 
classroom text was A History of Architecture by Sir Bannister 
Fletcher. My statements are further reinforced by my 
continuing interest in historic architecture, its 
rehabilitation and its impact on today’s architectural 
trends.

Reviewing the comments in the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form submitted by Mr. Carlos 
Melton, I must take issue with the statement that the Civic
Center "-----architecture is dominantly Neo - Classic Reviva]
with elements and details of the Beaux Arts Period." Although 
it is true that the Architect probably had his eye on facades 
and details of the buildings created during the heyday of 
this "period", it is evident that the elements and details 
were borrowed then placed as an appliqued veneer over the 
front facade of the Civic Center building.

This exercise of borrowing elements from a currently 
popular style that in turn was created from architectural 
solutions that were borrowed from European antecedents means 
that, at its best, this kind of architectura.1 design’s chief 
merit is that it reveals premeditated design.

This building also contains a serious architectural 
design flaw. It is an omission that becomes apparent when 
one enters the building and ascends the stair to the Main 
Floor Level, the entry level to the Auditorium. The 
impression one gets is that they have entered the Utility 
level of the building, for one must walk up a ramp in a 
stair-width passage with a low ceiling before finding the 
stair to the Main lievel.

. 1 of 2
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A review of the original drawings indicates why this 
insignificant, subordinated "Grand" entry came about. An 
exterior set of curved, stone, double "Grand Staircase 
stairs up to the "Main" entry to the building - The 
Auditorium level - was omitted, presumably as a cost saving 
measure. The Main entry doors became a window. The effect 
is iike entering a house through the basement.

The exterior of the building displays Psuedo-Neo-Classic 
treatment over about half of the wall area of the fovir 
elevations. The portion of the building containing the 
Auditorium and Stage is a five-story brick veneered "block" 
shaped mass punctured by various sized window and door 
openings. Although the brick on the north and south faces is 
finish brick, the entire east face is unselected red common.

In my opinion, this building is a typical example of 
Classic-American Frontier Style. Like the General Store in 
early frontier towns of the American West, an imposing front 
concealed a tent building in back.

It must be noted that there are at least two buildings 
in Bartlesville that are much finer examples of "Neo-Classic" 
architecture than the Civic Center. They are the Old County 
Courthouse and the Old Post Office, now the present County 
Courthouse. The old Courthouse features the Grand Staircase 
design missing on the Civic Center, and the Post 
Office/County Courthouse ds a complete design in it’s still 
attractive execution.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this
issue.

Respectfully,

TLM:dm

Thomas L. McCrory 
Architect

2 of 2



McCRORY ASSOCIATES a ARCHITECTURE

10 APR 89

BARTLESVILLE CIVIC CENTER/PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING ANALYSIS

During the period of SEP 1985 to MAR 1988, several 
design investigations of the building were conducted. It was 
finally determined that, should the building remain standing, 
the only viable option would be to renovate it back to a 
commiinity theater and meeting center. All other proposals 
studied revealed that unrealistic compromises and costa would 
be incurred.

Bartlesville has a nearly new, unique and outstanding 
Community Center. It is unreasonable to assume that the 
public would want to see a duplicate function two blocks away 
that would jeopardize the economic future of both facilities.

To rehabilitate the present Civic Center for any use 
will require extensive and expensive alterations and 
additions in order to just bring the building up to the 
present Code Standards for floor loading, exiting and fire 
protection.

If the Building remains in place, and funding is not 
available, then it will surely become the largest, most 
dilapidated headstone around dedicated to the visitation of 
former entertainers and celebrities.

1 of 1
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David L Sigmon
Vice President - Human Resources

April 17, 1989

Historical Preservation Review Committee 
Oklahoma Historical Preservation Office 
Wylie Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Review Committee:

I understand on April 20 there will be a 
hearing in Oklahoma City to determine the 
historical importance of Bartlesville's old 
civic center.

As a resident of Bartlesville for over 10 
years and as a member of several community 
boards (including Bartlesville Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Jane Phillips Episcopal-Memorial 
Medical Hospital, and several others), I 
could not support the old civic center being 
placed on the historical roles. The building 
does not seem to merit consideration as a 
major landmark in the area, and it has become 
an economic burden to the community.

I understand the city council will be placing 
the issue before the public for a vote, and 
that will determine how the community as a 
whole feels about the issue.

I_ would respectfully request your considera­
tion in not placing the building on the 
historical roles.

P.O. Box 1181 
Bartlesville, OK 74005 
9181661-2000

•ave Si^o:



J. BRYAN WHITWORTH

Vice President 
Corporate Affairs

PHILLIPS PETROLEUM COMPANY

BARTLESVILLE. OKLAHOMA 74004 
918 661-5634

April 20, 1989

Historic Preservation Review Committee 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Gentlemen:

I'm writing on behalf of Phillips Petroleum Company 
in opposition to the designation of Bartlesville's old 
civic center as an historic site.

This position has been carefully considered, because 
Phillips has a long tradition of support for worthwhile 
historic preservation. We incorporated the landmark 
tower of the Frank Phillips Building into a new office 
and conference facility. We purchased the Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed Price Tower, and we provided funding for 
restoration of the Dewey Hotel and the Santa Fe Railroad 
Depot in Bartlesville.

With respect to the old civic center, however, the 
weight of evidence and professional opinion accords no 
special historic significance either to the structure or 
the events associated with it. After careful research 
and numerous public hearings, the Bartlesville Library 
Board and other community organizations have concluded 
that the building is not of significant historic 
importance and does not warrant being preserved or 
restored. In addition, a special citizens group 
appointed by the mayor. The Civic Center Review 
Committee, specifically considered the feasibility of 
restoring the building and concluded unanimously in March 
of 1988 that renovation would not not be cost-effective 
for the community. The review committee recommended that 
the structure be demolished and a new library be built on 
the site.

Therefore, Phillips supports the community effort 
now underway to design and build a new library on the 
civic center site. The Bartlesville Library Trust
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state Historic Preservation Office 
Page 2

Authority considers this site to be an ideal location for 
a new library, and we concur. Several thousand Phillips 
employees work downtown within blocks of this site and 
would benefit both professionally and personally from 
convenient library accessibility.

Designation of the old civic center as an historical 
site seems to have little support from either the 
historical community or the Bartlesville community in 
general. However such a designation could well 
complicate the widely-supported effort to build a new 
library, and we respectfully request that the nomination 
of the building to the national and state registers of 
historic places be denied.

I ■ '
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Jo* Williams Communications

First Court Plac*
901 SE Frank Phillips Boulevard 
Post OHic# Bos 024

Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005

018 336-2207 AAA

TO: Historic Preservation Review Committee April 17,1989

Gentlemen:

As the author of the award-winning book, Bartlesville, it is my opinion that the 
existing Bartlesville Civic Center is not of significant historic value to be saved.

While the book Bartlesville talks about some of the performances that took place 
in the Civic Center, no one I interviewed ever commented about the historic 
value of the building itself. It was simply a place where entertainment took place. 
Today, we have the beautiful Community Center for such functions.

I wrote the documentation that helped place the Bartlesville Court House on the 
National Register of Historic Places—in fact, our offices are in this building today. 
Architecturally, the Civic Center is not of the same quality as the Court House 
and my opinion is that it is not worth saving.

No one appreciates the value of historic architecture and historic events than I 
do. If the Civic Center were attractive and had significant historic value, I would 
be the first to fight for it; unfortunately, it does not.

Sincerely yours,

Joe Williams 
President



356 Turkey Creek Dr.
Bart1esvi11B, Ok. 74006
April 17, 1989

Helvina Heisch
Deputy State Historic Preservation 0-fficer 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
2100 Lincoln B1vd .
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Ms. Heisch;

It has come to my attention that the State Preservation Committee will be 
voting again this week on the application of the Bartlesville Civic Center to 
be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. I have not given my 
opinion publicly in the past on this building due to the fact that I was 
working for the City of Bartlesville Public Library in the capacity of Museum 
Curator for the Local History Museum and as such needed to remain neutral. 
However, I am now a private citizen and feel that I must speak up.

As Curator for four years I had ample opportunity to assist many researchers 
on various buildings in Washington County, including the Civic Center. Some 
of the research that was done was in order to apply for National Register 
status for a few of the more outstanding buildings in Bartlesville and Dewey. 
The building selected to work on was the Washington County Courthouse.
The pub 1C semtiment in favor of placing this building on the Register was 
overwhelming in all sectors - city government, private citizens and business. 
La Quinta, the Foster mansion, also received much favorable publicity and 
support in its application, as did the Price Tower, the Frank Phillips Home 
and the Dewey Hotel. I believe that this town and county, with its numerous 
organizations devoted to the study and preservation of history, from the DAR
to the historical society, is very supportive of preserving buildings it deems 
worthy.

In the research I have done personally on the Civic Center I have found that 
It has been steeped in controversy from the moment it was decided to build it. 
The original architectural plan was altered to such an extent that it became a 
fairly ordinary looking structure, blending well with the rest of the downtown 
buildings that existed at the time. Historically and architecturally I never 
felt It was significant enough to warrant inclusion on the register, and find 
It curious that with such active preservation groups in town that pushed for 
the registering of other significant buildings, this building was never 
included in their efforts - even before the library issue entered the picture.

Recently a driving tour map of Bartlesville was produced. The north end of 
the Civic Center, the Public Library/Museum Archives addition, is the only



part o-f this building included on this map sigini-ficant buildings in the 
area. Another indication o^ the Civic Center's significance (or, rather, its 
insignificance) in the minds of some of Bartlesville's citizens.

The Bartlesville Civic Center served its function and its time has passed. I 
am afraid that if the committee recommends the building to be placed on the 
Register, Bartlesville will be left with an eyesore - the Library will be 
built in another location, and the Center will be allowed to continue to 
deteriorate, empty, unused - there is simply no money to restore it and I 
sincerely believe there will not be any money forthcoming for years to come.

Sincerely,

Susan C. Box



April 19, 1989

Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Oklahoma City, OK

As a long term resident of Bartlesville and a concerned citizen of 
the black community, I am writing to express a concern of mine and 
other black citizens of this community. Black children, located 
principally on the west side of town, will be severely penalized 
if the library is no longer located at its present location. 
These children can easily walk to the library from their various 
homes now. It provides a quiet, safe learning atmosphere.
This locale for the library is also important to the area because 
of the number of minority senior citizens located within a few 
blocks of the present site. Without a mass transit system, they 
will be unable to use the library at will.
I heartily endorse the removal of the old civic center and the 
construction of a new library on that site.

Bettye A. Williams 
913 S. Armstrong 
Bartlesville, OK 74003
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April 14, 1989

Oklahoma Hiatorical Society 
l^reservation Office 
2100 Lincoln Blvd,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

ReI Bartlesville Civic Center irr

Dear Board Members,
In kegard to the Bartlesville Civic Center 

the Landmark Preservation Council of Washington 
County has decided to remain noncommital as to the 
archlctural and historical merits of the building.

Yours Sincerely,

Jim Wallen 
President

>, . . .‘Sh P C’



Oklahoma Historical Society Founded May 27,1893

WILEY POST HISTORICAL BUILDING • OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73105 • (405)521-2491

August 23, 1989

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

and Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P. 0. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Rogers:

2 5 igog
I ii

This is in response to your letter of August 3, 1989 concerning 
the nomination of the Bartlesville Civic Center, Washington 
County, to the National Register of Historic Places. As 
discussed with your office, your letter was meter postmarked 
August 8 and the material was mailed to us "Book Rate." It 
arrived in my office at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 11. Because 
of the untimely arrival and the content of the appeal, we 
requested an extension of time to respond to accord more with the 
fifteen day response time permitted. I appreciate your extending 
the deadline.

Before commenting on the nomination itself, it is necessary to 
clear the record on several of the personal comments made in Mr. 
Melton's appeal.

Mr. Melton begins by stating that I changed the results of the 
January 19 meeting of the Historic Preservation Review Committee. 
This is simply not true.

The SHPO is not a member of the Committee and the Deputy SHPO 
serves as secretary for the committee and as their administrative 
officer. I did not discuss the Bartlesville nomination with any 
member of the committee prior to the meeting on January 19 and 
had no communication with them between then and the April 20,
1989 meeting date. And for the record, I did not discuss this 
with any member of the OHS Board of Directors prior to my letter 
of June 16; the only contact I had on the Civic Center was from 
Mr. Melton.

Following the January 19 Committee meeting. Deputy Preservation 
Officer Melvena Heisch pointed out to me the departure from the 
Committee bylaws and asked my opinion. It was that she contact 
Mr. Bell, Committee vice-chairman and acting chairman on January 
19, and Committee Chairman Loftis and ask how they wished to 
proceed. She also solicited an opinion from the Attorney 
General's office. It was Mr. Loftis' decision, with Mr. Bell's 
concurrence, that they abide by the bylaws and void the acting 
chairman's vote. This was also the recommendation of the
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Attorney General. It was not my action that changed the vote as 
stated by Mr. Melton.

Mr. Melton also states that the vote should be void because those 
present on January 19 did not meet the professional qualifica­
tions required in 36 CFR Part 61. This, too, is not correct.
The guidelines require that a majority of those present be 
professionals. This was the case on January 19. Of the four 
members present, three met the professional qualification 
guidelines according to Ms. Heisch: Dr. Bell (historic and pre­
historic archeologist); Dr. Fischer (historian); and Ms. Clinard 
(architectural historian). Chairman Loftis had the opportunity 
to request a re-vote on April 20 but did not do so. Further, 
since all parties had been given ample time to state their case 
in January, there was little reason to rehash what had been 
stated previously. Mr. Loftis stated he would accept any new 
written material that either side had to offer. There was no 
violation of the Committee's bylaws on either point.

Mr. Melton also claims a conflict of interest on my part because 
of a supposed "raise for Dr. Salay." There was no raise and Mr. 
Melton is incorrect. The salary for the Executive Director of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society (who acts as the State Historic 
Preservation Officer) is set by the State Legislature and must be 
voted on in the Society's appropriation bill. The basic salary 
of the Executive Director was set at its current level in June 
1988; I arrived in Oklahoma in September 1988. I received a 
raise of $400 in June 1989 which was the same raise that all 
other state employees received. The Society's appropriation 
bills for 1988 and 1989 are public records. Further, the 
Executive Committee of the OHS Board of Directors, and the Board 
of Directors themselves, has not discussed a salary increase for 
the Executive Director since I started in September 1988. The 
minutes of the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors are 
public records. Mr. Melton's statement that I personally 
received a $10,000 pay raise on the recommendation of Mr.
Garrison is without foundation.

One could infer that Mr. Melton has attempted to bias my decision 
by setting up a case that would make a negative decision on my 
part attributable only to the influence of those who do not wish 
it placed on the Register.

Concerning the National Register nomination: on January 19th, I
attended my first Review Committee meeting as the State Historic 
Preservation Officer. The Bartlesville Civic Center nomination 
was one of those considered. Both proponents for placing it on 
the National Register and opponents to placing it on the National 
Register were given an opportunity to speak at length and to 
present any documentation they wished. The commentary on the 
Civic Center lasted well over an hour. Much of the discussion 
focused on local politics as does much of this appeal. At the
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conclusion of the discussion, I was asked if I had any statement 
and said only that Ms. Heisch spoke for the Preservation Office 
staff and that I would be reviewing all of the comments and 
documentation presented.

Following this meeting, and prior to the April meeting of the 
Committee, Ms. Heisch pointed out the technical violation in the 
proceedings as outlined above. Following clarification of this 
at the April meeting, I was required to concur or disagree with 
the Committee's recommendations. It was my decision to concur 
with their recommendation. Ms. Heisch advised me that no comment 
was necessary at this time; none was made on the other 
nominations forwarded.

After the January Committee meeting I reviewed the comments and 
documents presented on the Civic Center and I visited the 
building when in Bartlesville. The photographs show the addition 
placed on one end and indicate some of the deterioration of the 
building. One end and the rear have been substantially altered 
by the modern addition and the facade has been altered with 
replacement windows.

On viewing the photographs, I also was concerned that this 
building was an integral part of an historical streetscape. My 
impression had been that this was a well preserved district and 
the demolition of this building would create a substantive 
architectural void. My visit indicated that this was not the 
case; there has been substantial urban renewal and reconstruction 
all around the building.

The documentation on this building indicates that this was not a 
unique architectural example originally or as it currently 
stands. Although architecture is not the basis for the 
nomination it is a concern.

One of the growing problems that is being discussed in preserva­
tion circles is the determination of historic contexts and the 
impact of local significance. As perspectives on what is being 
nominated for the National Register change--from the unique and 
the architecturally splendid to the structures of everyday life-- 
more and more has been deemed eligible.

Concerns have been expressed, however, that we are reaching the 
point where almost everything is eligible for the Register if it 
has sufficient age (50 years) and has any historical or cultural 
significance to a community, irregardless of its condition.
Thus, in small town America every city hall, church, or fireball 
could be considered an integral part of that community and of 
historic importance and eligible for the National Register; this 
could be true for every industrial building as well. I reflect 
on the coal breakers of the Anthracite Region. They were 
critical elements in the formation of patch towns and community
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life. Those 50 years of age, even though in poor condition, 
could be considered eligible for the Register on the basis of 
local historical significance alone. As fond as I am of these 
industrial structures, I cannot help but wonder if this is 
warranted. At the same time, I also wonder if broadening the 
base is not warranted.

These concerns extend to the Bartlesville Civic Center. While we 
not only should save the unique and beautiful, and we need to be 
concerned about the ubiquitous elements of our culture, I am not 
convinced that this is the structure on which to make that stand.

While we all have an inclination to save everything that has a 
patina of age and any historical value, the standards for this 
are sometimes fluid. In my brief tenure here, we have been 
confronted by the lack of consistency in the application of 
National Register standards by the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Council, for example. In some cases there seems to be a 
willingness to be flexible on the Secretary's guidelines for 
various elements—window treatments, replacement materials, and 
so forth. Even more, there has been an indication that there may 
be a willingness to accept percentages of retention where large 
number of units or types are available. Bridges are an example. 
This does raise the issue of whether or not these guidelines are 
as clearly black and white as some believe--at least when it 
comes to application.

There was sufficient concern raised about the condition of the 
building, alterations to it, and local historical significance to 
concur with the Review Committee's decision not to nominate the 
Bartlesville Civic Center. I would appreciate your review and 
will await your decision.

Sincerely,

David L. Salay ^
Executive Director

DLS:gw 
Enclosures

cc: Robert E. Bell
Susie Clinard 
LeRoy H. Fischer 
Alma Pringle 
Jerry M. Maddux 
Debbie Benbrook 
Carlos Melton



September 2, 1989

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers Ref, h32 (413)
Associate Director, Culttiral Resources Bartlesville Civic

and Keeper of the National Register Center nomination
of Historic Places. appeal.

United States Depart.iient of the Interiar 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 3712?
Washington, D- C. 20013-712?

Lear Mr. Rogers;
Among the materials sent to you by Dr. Salay are two 1976 indep­
endent engineering reports regarding the condition of the Civic 
Center and its controversial balcony which were submitted to the 
OHS by the City of Bartlesville in its attempt to discredit the 
building and its eligibility.

Since the city officials failed to mention a very significant 
later report in 1986 by the mayor's personally hand-picked invest­
igation committee, it is only fair that newspaper accounts of the 
findings should also be a part of the record for your consideration.

The March 1, 1976 Benham/Blair Report was commissioned by the same 
Phillips Petroleum ComLany Vice-President (Sloan K. Childers) who 
was also responsible then for a proposal to build a new Community 
Center to replace the old Civic Center. He was thus hardly object­
ive and newspaper accounts at the time criticized the Benham/Blair 
study as the "excuse for a new building." This report of the struct­
ural analysis from specifications on the original plans indicated 
to the public that the balcony was unsafe.

Consequently, because many felt the Benham/Blair report was not 
unbaised, another test was undertaken immediately by Pittsburgh 
Testing Laboratory of Dallas whose report on the balcony condition 
was dated July 22, 1976. This second report was a very scientific 
study which showed that more reinforcing steel was used than the 
plan showed and that the small amounts of honeycombing, spalling 
and cracks "are not considered significant." However, the City 
Council, for purely political reasons, elected to abandon the old 
Civic Center.

In 1986, the Civic Center Investigative Committee, made up of qual­
ified structural, architectural, civil and electrical engineers, put 
all the past fears about the balcony to rest with a report that 
showed both the building and balcony were safe and sound. Reports 
from two newspapers are enclosed to show that even the present arch­
itect for our new proposed library on the Civic Center site had 
strongly recommended the renovation of the Civic Center for a library.

Dr. Salay's letter to you of August 23, 1989 indicates my comments 
about his salary and relationship with Mr. Garrison are a matter of 
public record. I agree and submit the record of the minutes of the 
July 27, 1988 OHS Quarterly Board Meeting to substantiate my claims.
At this meeting, the incoming director's new salary of $48,000 was 
approved unanimously. Garrison also recommended Salay as the new 
director the same meeting and introduced him to the other board members.
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Dr. Salay's letter to you also tries to equate the historical import­
ance of privately-owned industrial buildings with historic city-owned 
buildings. Obviously, preservationists have very little, if any, 
authority in their attempts to save privately-owned property. However, 
we do have extensive rights as citizens and taxpayers to help encour­
age the preservation of public property.

Missing from items Dr. Salay sent to you from the OHS files is the 
FINAL SURVEY REPORT for the ARCHITECTURE/HISTORIC SURVEY OF BARTLESVILLE, 
1988 which was submitted by the Oklahom.a Historic Preservation Survey, 
Department of History, Oklahoma State University, to the State Preser­
vation Office. This survey showed the Civic Center as an individual 
property within the study area determined by their experts to warrant 
further study for possible inclusion on the National Register of Hist­
oric Places. This further substantiates my claim that all the other 
professional state preservationists feel the building is indeed his­
toric.

Dr. Salay says buildings over 50 years old shouldn't be considered for 
the Register on the basis of age alone. Where has Dr. Salay been all 
these months? If he read the Civic Center nomination, he knows the 
building was not proposed on a single criterion but three which, in 
the opinion of other authorities, have not been refuted by Dr. Salay's 
explanation of his reasons for recommending that the building not be 
placed on the Register.

It certainly seems odd that Dr. Salay's opinion differs to greatly 
from the published stateaents and letters by professional on his pre­
servation team who have been very positive in their evaluation of 
the Civic Center as eligible for the Register. If Dr. Salay has an 
explanation for this difference, a lot of Bartlesville residents would 
like to hear it.

However, the real reason for this letter is to urge you to forget all 
the clearly political issues in favor of the true historic criteria 
as set out in the Register's Bulletin I6 as you deliberate in your 
final decision.

Very truly yours,

Carlos R. Melton 
1119 S. Johnstone 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma ?4003



' f wasnington '^ouncy niscoricai oocieiy, me.
P.O. BOX 255 ^

: BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 740p5

ia November 27, 1985

Mayor Archie Robbins 
130 N.W. Forrest Park Rd.
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Dear Mayor Robbins,

I am writing this letter as the result of a motion passed by 
acclamation by the membership present of the Washington County 
Historical Society, Inc., at the Society's meeting November 
20, 1985.
The motion stated that the Society members "desire that the Civic 
Center in Bartlesville be preserved, rennovated, and put to 
suitable public use until such time the voters of Bartlesville 
might by majority vote decide to make some other disposition of 
the structure." The motion further stated that "the President of 
the Society write the Mayor of Bartlesville informing him of this 
motion and send copies to the local newspapers and radio stations."

In discussion on the motion. Mayor Robbins, the members justified 
their action on the following: the Civic Center is of great historic
value to our community, being more than 62 years old, and a site of 
memorable appearances by numerous local people and such noted 

■individuals and organizations in our nation's history as Will Rogers, 
Admiral Richard Byrd, Helen Hayes, Thomas E. Dewey, and the John 
Philip Sousa Band. Moreover, it is a beautiful, elegant building 
which adds to the attraction of Bartlesville.

We respectfully request that you will pass this information to the 
other City Commissioners and that the organizations to whom copies 
are being sent give it deserved publicity.

Thank you and best wishes for a happy holiday season for you 
and your family.

cc: Bartlesville EXAMINER-ENTERPRISE
attn; Jim Miller, General Manager 
Bartlesville CONSTITUTION 
attn: RussellReniker, General Manager
KWON attn: Duane Hargrove, General Manager
KYFM attn: Dave Solmonson, General Manager

Sincerely,^

Bob Finney 
President
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No renovation estimates given

Old Civic Center sound,
special committee says
By Tim Hartley 
E-E Staff Reporter

Well, two outta three aint bad.
The Civic Center Investigative 

Committee gave its report on the 
condemned building Monday 
n^ht to the Bartlesville Board of 
City Commissioners, answering 
two of the three questions asked 
when the committee was formed 
last October.

■ Tom McCrory. local architect 
and chairman of the Civic Center 
committee, said the group con­
cluded that yes, the building is 

. structurally sound; yes, it could 
be used for a library; and no, the 
committee will not estimate how 
much a renovation project would 
cost.

i Before the report was received 
and the committee terminated, 
the comm issioners adopted a res­
olution approving the 1986:87 city 
operating budget, which totals 
doout $22 million. From that

total, $9 million will come from 
the general fund, $9 million will 
come from enterprise funds such 
as sewer and water, and $4 mil­
lion will be spent to reduce the 
city’s bunded indebtedness.

Nowhere in the budget can one 
find a new library. “We are not 
building anything new,” City 
Manager Tom Mikulecky ex­
plained when the proposed 
budget was presented to the com­
missioners over a month ago.

So the report on the old Civic 
Center may gather some dust 
before the feasibility of the city 
constructing a new library comes 
up again. Only one thing is rea­
sonably certain. The cost of such 
a project is not getting any cheap­
er.
“If a cost is estimated, that 

number will stick,” McCrory 
said of public opinion on the al- 
ready-controversial matter of 

M where to put Bartlesville's badly- 
needed new library.

The committee was formed in 
the wake of the defeat of a sales 
tax question last fall, when voters 
saidnotoanincreaseof’Uofl per­
cent. to fund a $6 million library, 
$4 million in street projects, and a 
half-million for economic devel­
opment.

McCrory explained that the 
committee gathered all the infor­
mation it could, including old 
plans, revised plans, present 
plans, proposed designs, engi­
neering and architectural re­
ports, newspaper accounts of the 
original construction in the early 
1920s, past and present studies of 
Bartlesville's library needs, and 
costs of libraries nationwide.

The committee, comprised 
largely of engineers and archi­
tects. split into two groups — 
structural and planning. Once the 
structural subcommittee con­
cluded that the structure was 
sound, the planning group began 

(See CITY, page 2)

CITY From page one
its work to determine whether the 
building could be converted intoa 
library meeting most or all of the 
specifications approved for the 
new building which was proposed 
during the sales tax election last 
fall.

According to the report on the 
old building, “the inspection soon 

' revealed that, qven though the in­
terior was in a dilapidated condi­
tion. beneath the fallen plaster, 
leaking roof, and broken plumb­
ing fixtures, there appeared a re- 
markably tough, bold, even 
innovative building. If the struc­
ture should prove sound, the com­
mittee concluded on the spot that 
the building should receive im- 

! mediate temporary roof repairs 
that would halt the deterioration 
until the city finds an effective 
use for the building.”

McCrory said the structural 
group found no evidence of weak­
ness in the weight-bearing struc­
tures . including the controversial 
balcony, which was reported 
unsafe a decade ago. New evi­
dence was found indicating addi­
tional shear reinforcements In 
the balcony, made of higher- 
strength steel than was assumed 
when the building was closed. 
The group also discovered that 
the original design was based on a 
load of 75 lbs. per square foot, not 
50. as was assumed when the bal­
cony was judged unsafe.'

tee also discovered that the Bal­
cony structure had been load 
tested prior to opening the build­
ing. and this had physically con­
firmed the original engineers’ 
design perimeters. This proce­
dure could, of course, be repeated 
should it become necessary to 
convince the skeptical."

At the Civic Center Committee 
meeting last Jan. 9. the structural 
subcommittee reported that the 
building was “safe and sound.” 
that floor load capabilities could 
be cost-effectively increased in 
most areas, and that the building 
was well engineered and con­
structed.

McCrory went on to report how 
the building might be used as a li 
brary, with a two-floor design of 
nearly identical square footage 
as the new building proposed last 
fall. Suggested entrances and 
trafficways. shelf areas, refer­
ence and children’s libraries, the 

' museum and archives, even rec­
ommendations for improving the 
exterior appearance of the old 
building are included in the 
report.

According to the report:
“The Structural Subcommlt-

“The final charge of the City 
Commission to the Committee 

. was to produce an estimate of 
cost for the proposal." according 
to the report. "On this issue, the 
Committee felt it could not 
comply. To come up with a mean­
ingful, credible estimate could 
only be accomplished by first pro- 
ducing completed Schematic

Design plans; an outline of mate­
rials; a study of demolition and 
addition work; heading, cooling, 
plumbind and electrical require­
ments; furnishings and equip­
ment. The Committee also felt 
that a "ball park " estimate of 
total cost could eventually jeo­
pardize the progress of the pro- i 
ject.” ’

McCrory said according to the I 
December, 1984 edition of Li­
brary Journal magazine, the cost 
of new buildings was averaging • 
about $81 per square foot, while : 
addition, renovation and remo- i 
deling were averaging about $58 .' 
per square foot. •'“O.’f

Director of Libraries Cynthia 
Woodall, who has never kept 
secret her opposition to renovat­
ing the old building, reminded 
that “we are not talking about re­
modeling a library. We are talk­
ing about a building not designed 
for library use.”

In other business, the commi^ 
sioners awarded a bid contract t« 
Parks Concrete of Hominy for 
$34,000. for improvements of the; 
fire training grounds, which will 
involve paving of roadways for 
driving and equipment maneu­
vering training for fire, police 
and city personnel.

The commissioners made new 
appointments to various city, 
boards and committees, and 
heard the first readings of ordi- 
nances regarding rural water j 
districts during shortages, and 
speed limits in school zones. i

From page one !



Architects mixed on renovating Civic Center
By Howard Jay Rosenthal 
E-E Staff Reporter

McCrory presented four archi-■ roof and outer walls. He de- 
tectural options requested by the scribed the building as a concrete

Two local architects have pro­
posed that the Civic Center not be 
renovated for a new library be­
cause of the cost of the project.

Architects Tom McCrory, 
Derry Ebert and Frank Riehart 
have presented plans and esti­
mates on the renovation of the 
Bartlesville Public Library to the 
Civic Center Review Committee. 
But Ebert and Riehart both feel 
that renovating the Civic Center 
for use as a library is not worth 
the cost.

McCrory and Ebert both gave 
presentations at a single meet­
ing, while Riehart spoke at the 
following special meeting. The 
Committee had . previously 
hosted a presentation by archi­
tect Harry Compton.

Committee: a combination li­
brary-museum; a convention 
center; a senior adult center; and 
a multi-purpose building atop the 
library. Only two of those options 
contained a library and museum.

He recommended renovating 
the present building as the best al­
ternative. The re-structure 
plans, which produced 65,000 
square feet of floor space, re­
quired columns to support addi­
tional floors, a new roof and 
conversion of the balcony to a 
third floor. R utilized the existing 
space for all re-modeling and re­
building.

Ebert presented a single ap­
proach which would produce ap- 

' proximately 56,000 square feet of 
floor space by re-confi^ring the 
existing structure, _ utilizing the

box where none of the interior 
partitions are weight-bearing. 
The present balcony would serve 
as a 350-seat auditorium.

Both architects’ plans called 
for the “new” library to be lo­
cated on the bottom floor; the pre­
sent library would be the 
children’s library. They also 
agreed that the museum would be 
located on the second floor of the 
renovated library.

But, Ebert strongly disagreed 
with McCrory about the advisa­
bility of saving the existing struc­
ture.

Ebert said that the present 
civic center building should not 
be renovated, as it would not be 
cost effective. He figured that a 
new building could be con­
structed for the library and

museum' at a cost of less than $60 
per square foot — lower than the 
cost of renovation.

Ebert added that he felt that 
renovation would be a such a 
major error on the part of the 
community that he would prefer 
not to be chosen as the architect in 
charge of the project, should that 
be the route chosen.

At a subsequent meeting, 
Frank Riehart prefaced his pre­
sentation by stating that, in his 
opinion, renovation of the old 
Civic Center would become an 
“albatross around the City of 
Bartlesville’s neck.” Riehart 
stated that he did not generate the 
renovation plans requested by 
the Committee because he did not 
feel it would be worth his time and 
effort.

Riehart further stated that he 
(See ARCHITECTS, page 2)
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was convinced that the major pri­
ority is a library and not other 
projects, such as a senior adult 
center or convention center.

He stated that all studies indi­
cate that, in communities with a 
population of less than 40,000, the 
library should be located in the 
downtown area. Then he dis­
played preliminary plans for a 
single-level library structure 
which contained 25,000 square 
feet; he indicated that the space 
could be doubled if a second level 
were added, including space for 
the museum. But, Riehart said 
that an ediface containing ap­
proximately 30,000 square feet —' 
a 65 percent increase over the 
current library — would provide 
ample space for the community’s 
library needs, both now and in the 
future.

He also talked about a previous 
study the City of Bartlesville had 
funded, requesting a library con­
taining triple the space of the pre­
sent fiicilUy. He called such



Councilmen discuss 

whether Civic Center 

should be razed or savec
By Tim Hartley 
E-E Staff Reporter

The old Civic Center keeps 
right on standing there at the 
corner of Johnstone Avenue and 
Adams Boulevard, while its 
owner, the City of Bartlesville, 
decides what to do with it.

Suggestions have ranged from 
renovation to demolition.

After voters defeated a 1985 
sales tax question asking for, 
among other things, a new li­
brary and the razing of the old 
building, an 11-man Civic Center 
Investigative Committee was ap­
pointed. Last June, the commit­
tee of local architects and 
engineers gave its final report to 
the City Council, stating that the 
building is safe, the structure is 
sound, annd it could be renovated 
for use as a public library.

Questions were raised at that 
time as to why the report con­
flicted with an earlier study 
which resulted in the building 
being abandoned. At a follow-up 
City Council workshop Monday 
night, the old building, con­
structed in the early 1920s, was 
again the topic of discussion.

The building was judged unsafe 
in 1974, by an Oklahoma Citv- 
based engineering firm now- 
called the Benham Group. The 
City of Bartlesville moved its ad­
ministrative offices out of there, 
and the building was left to deca v. 
which it continues to do. The roof 
leaks like a sieve.

.Aside from what the old struc­
ture could or should be used for. 
discussion Monday night cen­
tered around what theCity should 
do next. Summarized, it went 
something like this:

Ifthe building is tobe saved and 
used tor something, load-testing 

: of the con troyersial balcony m us:
I be done and certiHed by indepen- 
! dent engineers. With such certiH- 

cation in hand, the City would 
then ha ve to buy insurance for the 
building if it were to be used. And 
ifthe City is going to spend money 
for load testing and insurance, 
then someting has to be done 
about that leaking roof And. if 
the building is to be. torn down, 
why do any of the above?
, The Council instructed City 
Manager Tom Mikulecky to in­
vestigate the availability_ ai^ 

(See CENTER, page 2'
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cost of load testing, insurance 
and temporary roofing.

“We are not here to determine 
what the building’s future use will 
be,’’ said Mayor Arch Robbins.
“We are here to see if we can 
answer the question of why one 
group of inteUigent, highly-edu­
cated people said the building 
was unsafe, and another group of 
inteiligent, highly-educated 
people say it is structurally 
sound.’’

The reason is complex, and is 
compounded by the fact that 
there are no “as-built” drawings 
of the old building. But Fred 
George, Civic Center Investiga­
tive Committee member, said in 
1974, the engineers were operat­
ing under a false assumption 
about the configuration of steel 
girders in the balcony’s support 
struture.

The girders, which are two feet 
wide and up to 15 feet deep in 
places, were not built into the bal­
cony as originally drawn, George

T.C. Blassingame, also a Civic 
Center Investigative Committee 
member, said in 1974 the engi­
neers wrongly assumed the gird­
ers were built with a low-strength 
steel. But the steel is high- 
strength, even by today’s stan­
dards, he said.

“There is no danger of the (bal­
cony) coming down,” Blassing­
ame said, with the possibie 
exception of what could happen if

the roof is not fixed and the steel 
rusts.

“There are no signs of distress. 
The building is in good shape. It is 
better, structurally, than the old 
Washington County Courthouse, 
and it is a shame that the building 
was condemned,” Blassingame 
said.

Vice Mayor Robert Kurland ex­
pressed his opinion about why the 
building was judged unsafe: 

“This community wanted a 
new Civic Center, and found a 
way to get one.”

And those who do not want a li­
brary in the old building will con­
tinue to use the “unsound” exuse, 
Kurland said.

It was noted that the current 
Council and City Administration 
were not involved in the mid- 
1970s activity which resulted in 
the old Civic Center being aban­
doned.

“Nooneherehasanyconceiva- 
ble reason to try to justify that de­
cision,” Robbins said.

The time could be coming when 
the public is asked to decide what ■
will be done with the aging build­
ing. Is it a thing of beauty to be 
saved, or is it an eyesore to be 
razed?



☆ FOR THE RECORD
Minutes of the OHS 

Quarterly Board Meeting
July 27, 1988

The quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors convened at 1:30 p.m. in the Board- 
room of the Wiley Post Historical Building. President James O. Kemm called the 
meeting to order and J. Blake Wade, Acting Executive Director, was asked to call the 
roll. Those respwnding were: Dr. Brad Agnew, Robert H. Anthony, Edna H. Bowman, 
Veldo H. Brewer, Von R. Creel, Dr. Odie Faulk, Sally Ferrell, Dr. LeRoy H. Fischer, 
Denzil D. Garrison, Dr. Donald E. Green, Brunetta B. Griflith, Jack D. Haley, James 
Kenun, Ralph McCalmont, Ruth Eager Moran, Ann Hodges Morgan, Alma A. 
Pringle, Dee Ann Ray, Jordan B. Reaves, William Y. Rose, Emmy Scott Stidham, Dr. 
Lewis R. Stiles, and Lu Celia Wise. Martin A. Hagerstrand and Jim Mayo were 
absent, but excused. Guests were Justice Marian P. Opala, Supreme Court Justice, 
and Jack T. Conn, Board Member emeritus.

Mr. Wade opened the meeting by asking for approval of the minutes, as mailed, of 
the Executive Committee meetings held on April 20, May 18, and June 15, 1988. 
Mrs. Moran motioned for approval, Mrs. Bowman seconded. Approval was unani­
mous. Mr. Wade asked for approval of the minutes of the Burkhart Trustees 
meetings held on April 20, May 18, and June 15, 1988. Dr. Green moved for 
approval. Mrs. Moran seconded and approval was unanimous. Mr. Wade then asked 
for approval of the minutes of the Quarterly Board Meeting held on April 29, 1988 
and the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on April 29, 1988. Ms. Ray moved for 
approval. Dr. Faulk seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

President Kemm turned the meeting over to Justice Opala for the official swear­
ing-in ceremony of the new Board members. President Kemm stated that Edna H. 
Bowman had been reappointed to the Board by Governor Bellmon; the other was an 
appointment by the Governor of a new member, William Y. Rose. He said Mr. Rose 
was appointed to take the place of Ellen Walcher, whose term had expired. He also 
introduced Emmy Scott Stidham, elected at-large. Justice Opala then administered 
the oath of office to the three new members. President Kemm welcomed the new 
members on behalf of the entire Board and expressed appreciation for the fine 
additions to the Board.

President Kemm explained to the Board that the legislature had voted to increase 
the salary of the Executive Director to $48,000 per year but that it required the 
approval of the Board to make it official. Mr. Haley moved to increase the salary to 
$48,000 per year. Dr. Fischer seconded. Approval was unanimous. President Kemm 
discussed the salary of the Deputy Director. After considerable discussion, Ms. Ray 
made the motion to increase the Deputy Director’s salary to $43,000 per year and to 
officially extend to Mr. Wade the Board’s appreciation for a job well done as the 
Acting Executive Director. Mrs. Pringle seconded. The motion was unanimously 
approved.

President Kemm called on Mr. Garrison for a report from the Search Committee. 
on the finalists for the Executive Director position. Mr. Garrison explained to the

456

FOR THE RECORD

Board members the extensive research that had gone on in the past six months in the 
way of advertising; meeting to discuss all resumes received from a total of 69 
applicants; selecting 7 applicants and bringing them to Oklahoma City for personal 
interviews; and the selection of three finalists who returned for a second visit to 
Oklahoma City. He stated how difficult it had been to make a selection when so 
many well qualified people had applied. Mr. Garrison said he would like to thank all 
members of the Search Committee for all the hours of work during the search and 
the trips to Oklahoma City for discu.ssion on the selection of candidates. Mr. 
Garrison distributed to all members review copies of resumes of the three ^nal 
candidates—ppvid Salay. John f ortier and Guv Logsdon—and aLso conies of fhe~ 
minutes of the Search Committee. Also attached to the resumes was the final 
recommendation in the form <rf a letter from Mr. Ciarrison. Mr. Garrison" also 
explained that since Guy Logsdon had withdrawn his name as a candidate Daniel 
Reibel from Pennsylvania had been submitted as a fourth candidate. Mr. Garrison 
moved that David L. Salay be selected aa the Executive Director. Mrs. Moran 
seconded. After considerable discussion'among the members. Dr. Morgan moved that 
the board accept Dr. Salay by acclamation. Mrs. Bowman seconded and approval was 
unanimous.

Mrs. Pringle made a motion to officially commend the Search Committee, espe­
cially Denzil Garrison as Chairman and Dee Ann Ray as secretary, for a job well 
done. The motion was seconded by Dr. Fischer and unanimously approved.

Mr. Garrison asked the Board for discussion on moving expenses for Dr. Salay’s 
evocation from Pennsylvania to Oklahoma City. Questions were asked by Board 
members on the legality ol being able to do £liis as a state agency. Mr. Wade 
explained this could be accomplished. After considerable discussion among the 
members, Dr. Fischer recommended that two-thirds of Dr. Salay’s moving expenses 
be paid by the Society with the approval of the Attorney General’s office. Ms. Ray 
seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

President Kemm announced his new Board committees for the Society for the 
coming year. He asked for approval of the committees as submitted in each Board 
member’s file. Dr. Faulk moved to accept the committees as submitted. The motion 
was seconded by Mrs. Wise and unanimously approved.

Mr. Wade asked for approval of 188 new members and 3 life members for a total of 
191 new members of the Society. Dr. Green so moved and Mrs. Moran seconded. 
Approval was unanimous. Mr. Wade stated the new life members were: Mary Eaves 
Fraley of Oklahoma City, Jim Mayer of Hooker, Oklahoma, and Don Reynolds of Las 
Vegas, Nevada.

Mr. Wade asked for approval of 72 gifts as submitted in each Board member’s file 
folder. Dr. Green moved for approval, Dr. Faulk seconded. Approval was unanimous.

Mrs. Moran asked that the Treasurer’s Report be approved as submitted. Mrs. 
Bowman moved to accept. Dr. Green seconded. Approval was unanimous.

On the Committee Reports, Dr. Agnew moved that the Archives and Manuscripts 
report be accepted as published. Mr. Haley seconded and the motion was unani­
mously approved.

Mrs. Pringle stated there was no report for the Black Heritage Committee. Mrs. 
Pringle then asked that the Historic Preservation Report be approved as published. 
Dr Morgan seconded and approval was unanimous.

At this point in the meeting, Mr. Garrison asked for the committee reports to be 
interrupted so that he could introduce Dr. David Salay to the Board members. Dr.
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Salay expressed his thanks and appreciation for being allowed to attend the meeting 
and stated that he'looked forward to working with the Board members and the staff 
as the Executive Director.

President Kemm thanked Dr. Salay for attending the meeting and explained to 
the Board members that Dr. Salay did not have a start date as he had not given 
notice to his present employer and that a start date for Dr. Salay would be 
announced as soon as possible. He then invited Dr. Salay to stay for the rest of the 
meeting and asked that the committee reports be resumed.

Dr. Stiles presented the Historic Sites Report. Dr. Stiles said he wanted to bring to 
the Board members’ attention the problem at the Thomas-Foreiflan Home at Mus­
kogee, Oklahoma. Because of the limited funds available for the site, the legislature 
had voted to keep the home open but the Governor had vetoed it. The committee’s 
recommendation was to keep the home open for 30 more days or until the end of any 
special session the legislature calls and hopefully at that time the home will be 
refunded. If not, the committee will ask the Board to vote to close it at that time. Dr. 
Stiles then made the motion that this be approved by the Board at this time. Dr. 
Green seconded. Dr. Faulk asked that the motion be amended to give the Executive 
Committee permission to negotiate with the Muskogee Historical Society to turn the 
Thomas-Foreman home over to them. Dr. Stiles accepted the amendment. Mr. Haley 
seconded the amendment. 'The amendment motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Haley asked that Mrs. Moran give the report, since he was unable to attend 
the Library Resources meeting. Mrs. Moran stated that the Library would get 
another temporary fulltime Library Assistant. Mrs. Moran moved that the Library 
Report be accepted as published. Mr. Garrison seconded and the motion was unani­
mously approved.

Mr. Reaves presented the Museums Report. He reported that the Center of 
American Indians desired to borrow 38 items of very valuable Indian artist paintings 
and other artifacts but that their alarm system must be improved before their 
request can be allowed. Mr. Reaves made the motion to allow the items to be loaned 
from August 13, 1988, to October 7, 1988. Mrs. Bowman seconded. Approval was 
unanimous. Mr. Reaves stated another request had been received from the U.S. 
Marshal Service and the Smithsonian Institution. Several items have already been 
loaned to them for the ’89 Centennial Celebration and they have now requested 
three bronze busts of the three guardsmen—Heck Thomas, Bill Tilghman and Chris 
Madsen—by Fred Olds. He stated that these are presently not on display and that 
the staff recommends approval of this loan with the usual provision of appraisal and 
insurance. Mr. Reaves made the motion that this loan be approved. Dr. Faulk 
seconded and the motion wm unanimously approved. Mr. Reaves stated that the 
Oklahoma Aviation and Space Hall of Fame which is also in the Kirkpatrick 
Complex desires to borrow our Norden bombsite. Mr. Reaves stated that the commit­
tee feels it would be better there than in our storage area and made a motion to 
approve this loan. Dr. Morgan seconded and the motion was unanimously approved. 
Mr. Reaves also requested that a pair of boots and a chair at the Jim Thorpe Home be 
disposed of and made a motion for approval. Dr. Green seconded and approval was 
unanimous.

Dr. LeRoy Fischer presented the Membership Committee Report. He stated that 
the membership of the Society at the last quarterly meeting in April was 5,161 and 
today the membership is 5,352. Dr. Fischer stated that, although membership was 
not growing as much as he would like, there had been great improvements diinng

458

FOR THE RECORD

the last year with the computer application. He pointed out that there is no one 
person assigned to handle membership and that there is a need for a Membership 
Secretary who can work with staff members as well as the Membership Committee. 
Dr. Fischer then made a motion that the report as submitted be approved. Dr. Stiles 
seconded. Approval was unanimous. Dr. Fischer made a motion to request permis­
sion to hire a Membership Secretary and a Public Relations Manager to be ini-lmteH 
in the work program in the budget to be submitted on September 1, 1988. Mrs. Ray 
seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Reaves stated to the Board that the approximate cost of an alarm system for 
the Historical Building, without installation, was $20,000 and he asked for approval 
of a motion that this sum be put into next year’s budget. Dr. Morgan second^ and 
approval was unanimous.

Mrs. Wise was asked to present the Indian Heritage Committee Report. She stated 
the committee hopes to have an exhibit of approximately 40 Indian dolls which have 
been done by Mildred Cleghom. These dolls are dressed in various Indian tribal 
dress from the period 1800-1900. She said the committee would like to have a 
temporary &11 exhibit and asked to present this as a motion for approval. Ms. 
Griffith seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Dr. Faulk presented the Publications and Education Report and asked for approval 
as submitted. ’The motion was seconded by Mrs; Moran and unanimously approved.

Mr. Wade was asked to present the Final Appropriations to the Oklahoma 
Historical Society House Bill #1545. Mr. Wade stated that this bill had been signed 
into law by Governor Bellmon. Mr. Wade pointed out a few highlights of the bill, 
including increasing the Executive Director’s salary to $48,000 a yew and a salary 

"increase tor employees ol b'Hi. —---- - - -
Mrs. Ferrell asked if any sort of reception was being planned to introduce Dr. 

Salay to members of the legislature. This should include inviting members of the 
press and a reception in the Historical Building. After considerable discussion 
among the members, Mrs. Ray suggested appointing a committee to study the 
possibility of such a reception. President Kemm then asked Mrs. Ferrell if she would 
be willing to serve as Chairman of the Reception Committee. She stated she would be 
happy to do so.

President Kemm stated that the Executive Committee had approved the site of 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, for the Annual Meeting for 1989. He said the Annual Meeting 
Committee is headed by Dr. Fischer and he asked for a motion of approval for this 
site. Dr. Green moved that this be approved. Dr. Fischer seconded. 'The motion was 
unanimously approved.

President Kemm pointed out a'fill-out sheet in each member’s file for a SpeetkeFs 
Bureau List. He explained that this would be for any member willing to be a speaker 
on the Society’s behalf. He asked for all interested members to fill these out

Regarding the letter from Governor Bellmon, President Kemm stated that the 
Society was not under the direction of the Secretary of Natural Resources which is 
headed by Mr. Glenn Sullivan.

The matter of a discount at the Society’s gift store for employees and members of 
the Society was brought for discussion. This amounts to 20% for employees and 10% 
for members. President Kemm stated that at the last Executive Committee meeting 
it was voted that a 10% discount would be allowed for members of the Society and the 
Board of Directors and a 20% discount for employees. Mr. Garrison moved that this 
be adopted. The motion was seconded by Mr. Haley and unanimously approved.
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President Kemm brought for discussion the need for establishing a foundation to 

raise funds for various purposes. The inunediate purpose is to establish an expense 
account for the Executive Director and the Deputy Director. He explained they have 
certain expenses which cannot be reimbursed by the Society. He stated that the 
Executive Committee had asked that a committee be formed, on an Ad Hoc basis, to 
try to establish a foundation for the Oklahoma Historical Society. President Kemm 
stated that Dr. Anne Hodges Morgan, Colonel Martin A. Hagerstrand, and Dr. 
Donald E. Green had been suggested as possible members of the committee. He then 
asked if Dr. Morgan would be willing to serve. Dr. Morgan stated that she would be 
happy to serve but felt the committee would also need legal advjce. Mr. Von Creel 
stated that he would be willing to serve. President Kemm asked Dr. Morgan to be the 
Chairman and asked for a motion to be approved to this effect. Mr. Garrison made 
the motion that such a committee be formed. Mr. Haley seconded and approval was 
unanimous. Dr. Green pointed out that the Executive Committee had recommended 
that a sum of $5,000 be appropriated into the budget for an expense account fund for 
next year. Ms. Ray made a motion that this sum be approved as stated. Dr. Fischer 
seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.

President Kenun expressed regret that Colonel Hagerstrand could not be present 
to present the final report on the Honey Springs Battle Reenactment Eis its chair­
man. He said that all of the media had given excellent publicity to this event. He 
called the members’ attention to the preliminary report by Dr. Bob Blackburn 
regarding the goals, cost, volunteer support, and recommendations for future events. 
All members eigreed that the event was a great success.

Dr. Green stated he would like to bring the Board’s attention to a song done by 
Harold Fletcher called Oklahoma Run. He then played the tape for the Board. Dr. 
Green made the motion to adopt this song as the official Centennial Song for the 
1989 celebration by the Oklahoma Historical Society and that it be recommended to 
the Centennial Commission. Mr. Garrison seconded the motion and approval was 
unanimous.

Under Other Business, Dr. Morgan asked about the Kent Ruth column. Mr. Wade 
said it was being typeset and was almost ready to go to newspapers all across 
Oklahoma.

’There being no further business, Mr. Haley moved for adjournment. Mrs. Moran 
seconded. Adjournment was unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

JAMES O. KEMM, PRESIDENT 
J. BLAKE WADE, ACTING INTERIM DIRECTOR
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INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES AND DISTRICTS WARRANTING FURTHER STUDY

This section contains two parts. The first is a list 

of the properties within the study area determined to 

warrant further study for possible inclusion on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The list indicates: the name

of the property; its address; and, an index number 

indication the photodocumentation negatives on that 

property.
The second consists of a narrative describing and 

justifying a potentially eligible historic district 

identified in the study area. It is followed by a map 

indicating the boundaries of the district. This map also 

indicates those individual properties which warrant further 

study.



BARTLESVILLE
NAME
ADDRESS
NEGATIVE

Crystal Barber Shop 
A02 S. Johnstone Avenue 
6 BAR 4, 5

Hotel Mobell
403 S. Johnstone Avenue
2 BAR 13, 14

Christian Science Reading Room 
404-406 S. Johnstone Avenue 
6 BAR 2, 3

T. C. Wilson Building 
409 S. Johnstone 
1 BAR 24, 25, 26

Federal Building
420 S. Johnstone Avenue
5 BAR 24; 2 BAR 8, 9

teivic Center
^S. Johnstone Avenue and SE 6th St 
-3 BAR 4, 5; 13 BAR 13A

Fire Station //I
601 S. Johnstone Avenue
1 BAR 28, 29

Arnold.Moore Funeral Home 
621 S. Johnstone Avenue 
1 BAR 33; 3 BAR 3
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City of Bartlesville
1897 OKLAHOMA

Jerry M. Maddux
City Attorney

September 18, 1989

Ms. Beth Boland
United States Dept, of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE: H32 (413) Bartlesville Civic Center

Dear Ms. Boland:

Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I am enclosing a copy 
of an article appearing in the September 13, 1989 issue of the 
Tulsa World. As you can see, the Bartlesville voters have 
approved a bond issue that includes the razing of the old civic 
center. I realize that the wishes of the voters may not be 
relevant to your decision, but I feel that it is important that 
you be aware that the majority of the voters want the building 
removed.

After reviewing the various documents, if you have any 
questions, or need any additional information, please feel free to 
call and we will furnish such information to you immediately.

Sincerely yours.

JMM:sd
cc: Robert E. Metzinger

City Manager

J6^rry M. Maddux 
City Attorney

416 E. 5th / P.O. Drawer Z / Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005-5025 / AC 918-336-8114



Bartlesville Approves 

Library Bond Issue '
From Staff Reports

BARTLESVILLE A $2.5 
million library bond issue that 
included the razing of the old 
Civic Center was passed Tues­
day by a 1,100-vote margin.

Election board officials re­
ported the tally as 5,161 for the 
measure and 4,061 against. It 
carried 11 of the city’s 28 pre­
cincts.

The bond issue called for 
demolition of the former Civic 
Center, built 76 years ago, and 
the adjacent library. The new 
library will cost $4 million. Pri­
vate donations are to provide 
$1.5 million.

A 1985 library bond issue 
failed 5,455 to 3,107.

The proposal was opposed by 
the group Concerned Citizens 
for the Bartlesville Area, which 
argued that the abandoned Civic 
Center building was a historic

landmark worth •preserving'. 
Group members proposed that 
the building be renovated to in­
clude the new library.

An attempt failed earlier this 
year to have the structure 
placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

“We’re happy we made thS 
good fight regardless, otherwise 
we wouldn’t be able to live with 
ourselves,” said Carlos Melton,' 
a spokesman for the group. ’Tna
obviously disappointed, but not 
one of our memberers was against 
the new library. We support it. 
We iust hated to lose a good
building. I think the city has lost 

lable asset that can nevera valuac 
be reclaimed.’

The building, whieh‘housed 
city offices until 1976, is best 
remembered for its auditorium 
where vaudeville acts and trav­
eling Broadway productions 
were staged.

9//3jff "TV*/



Oklahoma
Historical________
Society

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4997

Memo to: Beth Boland

From: Melvena Heisch

Date: September 21, 1989A'
Please find enclosed a copy of the letter from Carlos 
Melton to Jerry Rogers as you requested. If there are 
further questions, please let me know.

Thanks for the advice on the church in Tulsa. I will 
look forward to hearing from you soon.

Enclosure



U S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NAME OF PERTON PLACINS/RECEI VINC CALL

FHR-8-227 
June 1978
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OCT 6 1989

■■■

^'h.‘ L,

»•„; /-C "■
:^-4'

Kr. Jarry lU i^addax 
City Attorr.i&y 
415 E. Sth 
S/.O. %
Farti«&svUi«, OK 74^e5-Ss;25

f.r. Oautlu^i

1 have reviewed Hr* Carlo# J'ol.ton's &|.-p-«»l cf the CKlehoiaa State 
aiafceric Preservation officer*# decision not to nciJrinata the Civic 
Center in wa»hln9ton County, OKlahoc‘a to tfce rational Ecgieter of 
Historic l-lecee* After careful consideration of ail the dccusicntatlon 
•ut#-Itted by you, the State i?i»toric Preservatico Officer, end .vr • 
Holton, I have deterr-.ined that the f^roperty laeetB I’atic-r.al ae^ieter 
criteii&.

Tti«rei'or«, according to Federal re-gulations 3C Cli' Cd*l2, i as: 
sustaining tix* Helton's appeal, ami have re^suestee the Etat# iilstorlc 
Protiervetiori Officer to ssubwit a norsination for the Civic Center to 
the Hationai F^gister* A copy of my letter to &r. Salay is emrlosed.
Siricerc'ly,

/S«d/Jerry L. Rogers

Jerry L. Sogers
Aasociato Director, Cuiturel Sescuroe# 

and Ho-^per cf the ISeticnal F‘eyi®tor 
of (iistoric Places

Enclosure

cc* Dr* Salay (SHPO)
State Historic Preservation Officer 

and Executive Director, Oklahon-a 
Historical Society 

Wiley Post Historical Building 
2104? H. Lincoln 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Hr, Carlos Helton 
1119 S. Johnstone
r*_ „i. ^ 4 <1 T r\v nArsff’lt
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OCT 6 1989

s,;

?'r. C&rlon H«jlton 
.1119 S. Johnstone 
Bartl«svine» OK 74a&3

Dear l-'»t• Helton*

I have reviewed your appeal of the Qklahot;a State historic 
Preservation Officer's decision not to aubrit a noipinatlon tor the 
Civic Center in ha»bim.|ton County, Oklahor.*a. After careful 
consideration of all the <locur.i«ntatic-n subssitted 1-y you, tha State 
D'istctic F’reservation Officer, and tiie City of Bartleevillt', 1 hav^ 
determined, that t.he £vroyerty ®eet© datienal Register Criteria A «nd C 
toe historic asacclatione ar.c architectural distinction*

*Ih«r«fore, according to federal regulations 36 CfK 6C.12, I ass 
sustainin'^ your appeal, and have requested the State J’istcric 
Preserv?itioii Officer to eubpit a nr»riination for the Civic Center to 
the -Uati.onal Oegieter, a copy of my letter to Dr* Calay is encloeao,
SiiiCejrely,

/Sgd/Jerry L. Eogers

Jerry 0. Eogers
/.sceciate Cirector, Cultwral resources 
and Keeper o.f the E-atlon&l PegiBtt-r 

of i.-.istoric Places

Pnclosur©

CCS Dr. David L. Ealay
State [iistoric Preservation Officer 

and Executive Director, OKlabosma 
Historical Society 

Wiley Post Historical Building 
2100 IT. Lincoln 
OKlahoma City Cklahoina 731C5

br. Jerry H. HauOux 
City Attorney 
416 £. 5tb.
P.D. Drawer Z
Bartlesville, OK 74005-SP25
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>
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Br • DA¥id L* Salisv
State Hlatocic Preservation Gtfic-er 

«nd Executive Dlrectcr, CKlahoiaa
ijt&toricixi Society 

tsiiiey Post HiMtorical Btilcling 
2l"u P* Lincoln 
CKiaboSia City# CklaViOstia 73ikf5

0@c.r Dr. Salay*

Tnank you fer ferv^aroing tLe ^^ocuBsentaticr or the Civic Center 
in Vi a St !»■:•§ ten County# Oklahcrs.*. I Lfove. costiiletcti reviewlnc 
r&rlc-ii yclt-C;n*s a|.|'!<t'al of. yf^ur 'iccisicfri not to rioolnat^ fclTls rjiorfsrty 
to tij® national Peqister of historic Flaees. After c&r«#fol 
coneifner^tioft, I fina that ths» Civic Center elicible tor incluoion 
isi the hationa.1 Therefore, In accordance with reCereil
reouidtions 3C CtR CC.li# i »*« sustainino hr. Melton*» an cai, ano 
re«c«st that you awbstit th« norIristicm for the Civic Center vithin 
fifteen aaya o£ the cate oi this letter. If fell tht- procoCcral

hav» not beers s.et tor the nowin«tion, please cc^Kf lnte the 
r&«^uirenent£ set lortii in 36 CFP CC end then s^ubolt the ach^inatIon,

The civic Center r>eetfi iiational he§l«tcr Criteria A en«3 C. Under
Criterian .T, the Civic center |;-ia;yod ar irf.-ottajit role 3«t the h:ifet<sric 
center of civic and social activities alter 1'123, end the historic 
location cl city gcverniiient tro;~ 1P32 to IS‘76* Although tne civic 
Center ifc the tv|« of iuilding found in many ccrmunitlas across^ 
the vsatioii# toat dens not -Jiss’iriifch Ite eivni ficence to its own 
corsrunity. Ai&o, ^i'iLo building &=ej< not have been
witu noKifi-utouff events, it the .yrincin?Al cultural n.nc
ent®rtai?(tnferit center for Bi»r tlesville. in the end 193hs», anc"
ill lhJ2 becano the seat ot covernus^nt. As tbe nooo ter Proaoesvy 
ces$t end amateur product Ion ss, concerts, dances, st.wrtr event?, 
sSHis ti vusTl.Sity of ether cwitcrai social 3cttvit.ic;s, a® well as
th#" library a’.K'i city ball, Civic Cents-r rc|;.re-soots an
inprc-rtW't patt^ifrn of uoci.nl and pcliticai bietory vital to tl;e 
life and isientlty ct the coriKunity.
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Oftvler Criterion C, tb®: nopiri&tion would lsav« beew stratJfct-hctwcS by 
Ciscusaiirsa tb« Civic Centsr within a broad#r context of Bartlasville'a 
architectural d^velootent. Weverthelas*, the Coctmcntation justifies 
the architectural significance of this Ktcmumntai public building*
7h« Civic Center facacsc and interior ornamentation reflect the 
Academic Eclecticism i-revaient during the late 19th ©cd early 2Ctt. 
centurieSf in vhicJi designs eshiteited a variety c£ revivsliet 
style#, iiitbouch not a textfcoob example c£ « particular style, thv 
Circle ceTiter displays classical ciesign features typical of the period, 
especially those of Seaux Arts Clsssicisrs.

'Xise n<4»lnetion fcria doer not supr-ert the claim that this is 
Bartlesville * s beat example cf P0O—Classical erehitecture j therefore, 
before auliaittlng the rowinaticn, please rev lav those statements to 

that the building is significant as & representative example of 
It# style* It it beoowea poeeible to provide the necessary historic 
context and cnalysi® tc sup^port e conclu»ion that the Civic Center i& 
the city’s best example oi classical revival architecture, this may be 

later throegb an ar.enrtisent to thm CocuiS«ntatio».

Although alterations have changed the appearance of the Civic Center
gomewhat, they have not destroyed the building’s essential histcric 
charactor* The library addition is very low seal® and confined to one 
end of the building; ana while tr.e window gleaing has been altered,
the architectural design of the openings and the fenestration pattern
have remained tbo feat«e* Structurally, the clsbate over several 
engirfecring reports ami epecial committee findings focused on the 
stability of balcony «uj>pcrts• However, the condition of the balcony 
was not a deterffiiaiwg factor in my decision* Overall, despite
alteration® and deterioration, the Civic Center retains St© basic 
exterior sad interior character-defining features.

ThanK yoa for your C'ooperaticn in this satter* 

Tl.ticerely, :,ib T'm;

■44
/Sgd/Jerry L. Rogers

Jerry L. Uc*g<?*r3
Aesociate Piiector, Cultural Rfesourcfes 
and Keeper of the National Eegister 

of hiatoric Places
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cc: Carloa Helton 

1119 S. Jolinstone 
Bartlesville, CK 740U3 "'i. '
Jerry Haddux 
City Attorney 
416 E. 9th 
P.O. Drav/er Z
Bartlesville, OK 74f'05-5!i»25

bcc: 400-RF 
413-RF

FNP:B.Boland:tig:10-06-89i343-9536

BASIC FILE RETAILED IN 413 

SYS 66 BMG:OK(SalayCivl)

■■----5.'

■'

4
-,%v'

'f-':
P’- ■

"1’

, i

,0:.. '■ '■

■
■ ■ ■ ' 'i

;;W, „

Jf-
; ■

. J' 'V:-

*•' •
'4 ■■'■ i '■ ■' -p

-7‘" ■ . ■ '■ .'>P' "■

■■

. ^ ■ ■ ;

:> .
1-’ -■ , . X, -

■ •■'A
'"•.I • , p ' -vy P:■

■■ . ■'y'
:... ;P

■■• , ■>• . -- ■ -■

■

■

‘4 ■ ■ ", p-; p- ^
■•■■■ .,'

' 'h: . ■

■ i ^ :'4 '4, ■" .■ ' '■■

■ P: ■ ^ .
■ ... -'pv' vP-'.

f ..
■ '■ '

...PP'
'i' . . . I. , I-• i i;4 p^--: .. 

' 'B '!. ■> '



U S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE “"• /.A>r

TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OP CALL

1. CALL □ TO; FROM (Nmm») 2. ADDRESS ('T»/. TVo. i/needed;

//eyi^tj^

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

yyPij'yTJ^

/ (/ , ^ A/ <V’
^iL ^‘/^JyfJ <« /'^Mll ■'

^ yitV ,lL 7^ ^ ^ ^ s/.A

yC ^ ^ ‘^/'- T'"'^'

/r ^ ^ ^

a.A'' ^ i/

^-r- <?^!./{- V<i^ ->.-^ ^ ^-'Tfe.-"

^ » 'O^ ‘ ^ J.

NAME OP PERSON PLACINO/RECEIVINC CALL

FHR-8-227 
June 1978



NOV 131989

Oklahoma Historical Society Founded May 27. m3
WILEY POST HISTORICAL BUILDING • OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73105 • (405)521-2491

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

•JAMES O. KEMM 
President 

Tulsa 
•JACK D. HALEY 

Vice President 
Roosevelt 

•RUTH EAGER MORAN 
Treasurer 

Oklahoma City 
DAVID L. SALAY 

Executive Director 
Oklahoma City 

J. BLAKE WADE 
Deputy Executive Director 

Oklahoma City 
HENRY BELLMON 

Governor of Oklahoma 
Ex Officio 

Oklahoma City

DIRECTORS

BRADAGNEW 
Tahlequah 

EDNA H. BOWMAN 
Kingfisher 

VELDO H. BREWER 
Holdenville 

KENNY L. BROWN 
Goodwell 

VON R CREEL 
Midwest City 

ODIE B. FAULK 
Edmond 

•SALLY FERRELL 
~ Chandler

LeROY H. FISCHER 
Stillwater 

•DENZIL D. GARRISON 
Bartlesville 

•DONALD E. GREEN 
Eldmond 

EUGENIA C. GREENLEE 
Council Hill 

BRUNETTA B. GRlFnTH 
Rush Springs 

•MARTIN A HAGERSTRAND 
Tahlequah 

MARVIN E. KROEKER 
Ada

ANNE HODGES MORGAN 
Okltthoma City 

ALMA A. PRINGLE 
Oklahoma City 
DEE ANN RAY 

Clinton 
•JORDAN B. REAVES 

Oklahoma City 
WILLIAM Y. ROSE 

Oklahoma City 
EMMY SCOTT STIDHAM 

Checotah 
LEWIS R STILES 

Broken Bow 
LU CELIA WISE 

Tulsa

November 1, 1989

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 
and Keeper of the National Register 

of Historic Places 
United States Dept, of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Enclosed is the National Register nomination for the 
Bartlesville Civic Center as you requested in your letter 
of October 6, 1989. Thank you for your comments. This 
has been an interesting learning experience for me. While 
I now concur with the justification for the nomination, 
the questions I raised about National Register nominations 
and local significance remain. I still believe that these 
are, and will continue to be, a serious concern and may 
impact on the validity and value of the National Register 
process.
For your information, I would like to note that a 
contract has been signed for the removal of the rodeo 
grounds from the Fort Gibson National Historic Landmark. 
Removal will proceed over the next several months and is 
to be completed on or before June 30, 1990.

Finally, I have tendered my resignation to the Board of 
Directors of the Oklahoma Historical Society and will be 
leaving the Society and the State Historic Preservation 
Office on January 5, 1990.

Sincerely,

David L. Salay 
Executive Director

DLSrmlc

Enclosure

•ExmiUve Commlltee 
of Board ofDIreclors
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Oklahoma
Historical.
Society

Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4997

Memo to: Carol Shull

From: Melvena Heisch

Date: November 20, 1989

Per Beth Boland's request, please find enclosed a signed 
cover sheet for the Bartlesville Civic Center nomination. 
If there are further questions, please do not hesitate 
to let us know.

Enclosure



NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE 

January 19, 1989

The Historic Preservation Review Committee will conduct its 
regular quarterly meeting on Thursday, January 19, 1989, 
in the Oklahoma Historical Society Boardroom, Wiley Post 
Historical Building, 2100 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City 
at 10:00 AM. The public is invited to attend.

Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes of the July Meeting

3. Election of 1989 Chairman and Vice Chairman

4. Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places:
a. Bartlesville Civic Center (presented by LeRoy H.

Fischer; staff comments by Melvena Heisch)
b. Jackson School (presented by Susie Clinard; staff 

comments by John R. Hill)
c. Veasey House (presented by Susie Clinard; staff 

comments by John R. Hill)

5. Additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory

6. Selection of the 1989 Recioient of the Charles F. Colcord
Award

7. Historic Preservation Review Committee Members Updated
Vitae

8. Recent Additions to the National Register of Historic Places

9. Adjournment



OKLAI OM/; H S 'OR C/L SOCIE' Y
Historical Building;
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491

Date: 1/13/89 Contact: Mel vena Heisch

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1989 MEETING SCHEDULE SET FOR 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Historic Preservation Review Committee, advisory board to the State 

Historic Preservation Officer, Oklahoma Historical Society, has'announced 

their 1989 meeting schedule. According to James L. Loftis, committee chairman, 

meetings are set for January 19th, April 20th, July 20th, and October 19th, 

in the Society's Boardroom, Wiley Post Historical Building, 2100 North 

Lincoln, Oklahoma City.

The Committee provides advice to the State Historic Preservation Officer on 

nominations to the National Register of Historic Places and the State Register 

of Historic Places, as well as other preservation issues. The membership is 

appointed by the Governor. Preservation professionals and citizen members 

comprise the committee. Now serving on the board are Mr. James L. Loftis 

(Oklahoma City), Dr. Robert E. Bell (Norman), Dr. LeRoy Fischer (Stillwater),

Ms. Alma Pringle (Forest Park),'^and Ms. Susie Clinard (Oklahoma City).

The public is encouraged to attend meetings of the Committee. Citizen partici­

pation helps the Committee and the SHPO and staff carry out the most effective 

preservation program possible for Oklahoma's historic resources. Additional 

information is available from the State Historic Preservation Office, Wiley 

Post Historical Building, Oklahoma City, OK 73105, or at 405/521-2491, Ext. 16.
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MINUTES

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
MEETING

January 19, 1989

Dr. Robert E. Bell, Vice Chairman {Prehistoric/Historic Archaeologist), 

called to order the quarterly Historic Preservation Review Committee 

Meeting at 10:00 a.m., January 19, 1989, in the Oklahoma Historical 

Society Boardroom, Wiley Post Historical Building, Oklahoma City.

Dr. Bell explained that Chairman James Loftis (Architect) was in Hawaii 

on business. Committee members present, in addition to Dr. Bell, were 

Ms. Susie Clinard (Architectural Historian), Dr. LeRoy H. Fischer 

(Historian), and Ms. Alma Pringle (Citizen Member).

Notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Meeting 

Act. Additionally, the date, time and place of the meeting were 

announced in Mistletoe Leaves, the Oklahoma Historical Society's monthly 

newsletter, and in a statewide press release.

Also present were: Dr. David L. Salay, Director, Oklahoma Historical 

Society, and State Historic Preservation Officer; Ms. Melvena Heisch, 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer and Secretary to the 

Committee; Mr. J. Blake Wade, Deputy Director, Oklahoma Historical 

Society; Mr. John Hill, Architectural Historian; Mr. Marshall Gettys, 

Historic Archaeologist; Ms. Kim Dobbs, Grants Manager; and Ms. Pam 

McCarty, Stenographer.



Guests present were: Mr. Jerry Maddux, City Attorney, Bartlesville, 

Oklahoma; Mr. & Mrs. Carlos (Betty) Melton, Bartlesville; The Honorable 

Archie Robbins, Mayor of Bartlesville; Mr. Jay Sparks, Architect, St. 

Louis, Missouri; Ms. Clarice Wiser, representing Ms. Mary Veasey Leech, 

Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Dr. Bell asked if there were additions to or corrections 

of the Minutes of the July 21, 1989 meeting. Ms. Alma 

Pringle moved for approval; Dr. LeRoy Fischer seconded 

the motion; the motion carried unanimously. The minutes 

were approved as circulated.

Dr. Bell requested nominations for 1989 Chairman and Vice Chairman of 

the Historic Preservation Review Committee.

Ms. Pringle moved that Mr. Loftis be elected Chairman by 

acclamation. Dr. Fischer seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimously. Ms. Pringle moved that 

Dr. Robert Bell be elected Vice Chairman by acclamation.

Dr. Fischer seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Mr. Loftis was re-elected Chairman and Dr. Bell was re­

elected Vice Chairman.

Dr. Bell called for presentation of nominations to the National Register 

of Historic Places. Properties presented for nomination were the 

Bartlesville Civic Center, the Veasey House, and the Jackson School.



Bartlesville Civic Cent-pr

Dr. Fischer gave a presentation on the Old Civic Center In Bartlesville. 

Referring to the nomination form, he highlighted architectural elements 

of the building, and pointed out that a major alteration had been made 

In 1962, the addition of a library. The building has a prominent 

location In the heart of Bartlesville. The Interior Includes an 

auditorium with 11,050 seats and a balcony that seats 700. There Is 

room In front of the stage for a 24-plece orchestra. The large stage 

was used for social dances at one time. There have been a number of 

alterations over the years, Including the additions of a marble 

stairway, an acoustical ceiling, and a marquee. Some remodeling was 

done in 1931-32 to allow for city offices in the structure. Despite all 

of its changes, the building still retains a high degree of architec­

tural integrity.

Dr. Fischer proceeded to highlight historic aspects of the building, it 

was in use as the Civic Center from 1923 until 1976, the year of its 

closure. It served as the Seat of the Government in Bartlesville from 

1932-76. It is described as the best example of its style in Bartles- 

ville. In its early days, its auditorium hosted well-known entertainers 

including Will Rogers and Helen Hays, and featured Broadway productions 

of classics like Tobacco Road. Christmas parties held at the Old Civic 

Center were special to children, as each child received a bag of candy 

and a silver dollar. Dr. Fischer concluded that the only change of 

permanent significance to the structure was the addition of the library, 

which did not alter its history.



Mr. John Hill, Architectural Historian, gave a slide presentation on the 

Old Civic Center in Bartlesville.

Ms. Melvena Heisch, Deputy SHPO, explained the property's eligibility 

under Criterion A of the National Register Criteria. The Civic Center 

satisfies the requirement of significance because of its importance to 

Bartlesville's recreational history and to local government, she 

emphasized. Although it was obvious from the nomination form that the 

building has been altered, this building still contains enough of its 

original fabric and has maintained its integrity over the years. There 

are very few nominations presented for buildings that are in pristine 

condition, she added.

Dr. Bell asked for comments from the representatives of Bartlesville.

Mr. Jerry Maddux. City Attorney for Bartlesville since 1975, asserted 

that the City of Bartlesville is opposed to having the Old Civic Center 

placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The City had been 

offered a donation to remodel the structure, and before accepting the 

gift, contracted with Benham-Blair architects to determine that.the 

building was structurally sound. Their analysis, submitted to the City 

Council in March 1976, indicated that the foundation was safe, but that 

there were some "real problems" with the balcony. Specifically, Girder 

B-5 was found structurally insufficient to resist shears. In June 1976, 

the City Council hired Pittsburgh Testing Firm, to do some testing, and 

their conclusive report proved the auditoriiam unsafe for the public. At



that time, the City Council faced with these negative reports and 

unable to obtain insurance — condemned the building; it has been 

abandoned ever since. A new Civic Center with an 1800 seat capacity was 

built in 1982, approved by the City through a sales tax.

Mr. Maddux submitted to the Committee: (1) the Benham-Blair report;

(2) the Pittsburgh report; (3) a photograph of the balcony; and,

(4) a letter from Mr. Noltensmeyer, who did a final investigation of the 

building and declared it a safety hazard to the public.

Mayor Archie Robbins, also opposing the Old Civic Center's nomination to 

the National Register, said that he had received a phone call in 1987 

from a lady who proposed to have the building converted to an adult 

center. He discouraged her because of the structural insufficiencies, 

but the lady proceeded to enlist substantial community support for the 

adult center project. Mayor Robbins appointed a committee to study this 

issue and investigate the building. The committee concluded that the 

building was not safe, pointing out that the two girders which support 

the balcony could break off completely. Further, Beam B-4 is now 

missing, and 50 feet of 2x7 concrete is not connected to the walls.

Mayor Robbins referred to the scandal mentioned on page 8 of the 

nomination form, and explained that two bids had been proposed for the 

structure in the 1920's. One was expensive to build and one was easy to 

build; the latter was chosen. Those involved in the scandal were 

arrested and jailed. A new set of plans were developed and the project



was back at its beginning. Mayor Robbins also told a story of Ms. Lois 

Lind, who often sits by him in church, who was the music director of the 

choir which performed in the opening ceremonies of the Old Civic Center. 

She still refers to it as "McClintock*s Folly" because of its "many 

problems" from inception.

Mayor Robbins concluded by reiterating Mr. Maddux’ statements about the 

structure, and stressed that 14 years ago the building had been 

determined unsafe, and that it has been abandoned since 1976. He 

respectfully disagreed that the building had retained its integrity. He 

presented five photographs to the Committee — one of the back wall of 

the Civic Center, and four of other historic sites in Bartlesville. He 

then introduced Mr. Jay Sparks, an architect formerly with the Oklahoma 

Arts Council and presently with a restoration firm in St. Louis,

Missouri.

Mr. Sparks said he had been involved with the Old Civic Center project 

through "Oklahoma Townscape," a Council group dedicated to understanding 

communities' problems and needs. This group, whose purpose was to 

discover buildings with a future," conducted a study and workshop for 

the City of Bartlesville at the City's request. Mr. Sparks stated that 

the Old Civic Center is not the only building in the community of neo­

classical style, and that its neo-classical portion is not seen until 

one goes to the front. He said that the building looks more like a 

modern Southwestern Bell building than a historic structure. He added 

that another building in the community of neo-classical design had been



denied National Register status because its windows had been replaced.

In closing, Mr. Sparks asserted that, in his opinion, the Committee 

would do the City of Bartlesville an injustice to nominate the Old Civic 

Center to the National Register.

Dr. Bell thanked the representatives of Bartlesville for their comments, 

and asked if anyone else would like to speak to this subject.

Mr. Carlos Melton announced that he was responsible for submitting the 

nomination for the Bartlesville Civic Center, after attending a seminar 

at the Oklahoma Historical Society last year. He said he had researched 

all available material in the Bartlesville library, and was well aware 

of the accounts given by Mayor Robbins. However, Mr. Melton expressed 

his belief that the building would qualify because of its historical 

significance due to its recreational value and its political history.

He added that there appears to be a degree of political scandal in the 

fact that City officials are trying to get the building demolished.

This is a controversial issue because the people who are new to the 

community do not have the historical ties to the Old Civic Center.

Mr. Melton's wife was one of the children who received candy at one of 

the Christmas parties held in the Civic Center's early days.

Mr. Melton discussed the City's actions in the past couple of years, 

stating that they had at one time supported renovation of the center for 

use as a library. A member of the mayor's appointed committee, Mr. Tom 

McCrory, had declared that the building was structurally safe. The



defeat of a controversial sales tax vote had caused the City leaders to 

change their course and erect a new library on the site. It was pointed 

out that the City had determined there was insufficient parking space 

for a senior citizens center on the same site.

Mr. Melton submitted a petition with 1,409 signatures supporting a vote 

of the people of Bartlesville to determine whether or not the Old Civic 

Center building should be demolished.

Following discussion between Mr. Melton and Mr. Maddux as to whether or 

not the vote mentioned was to renovate the building, Mr. Melton 

concluded that there is now the prospect of an election in April to 

determine the feelings of the citizens of Bartlesville.

Dr. Fischer made final comments on the building, based on information in 

the nomination form and not on today’s presentations, he pointed out.

He said that while the building is neo-classical on one of its facades, 

it is really eclectic and not, in his opinion, in full architectural 

form. The library addition altered the appearance of the building, and 

other alterations over the years changed the interior immensely. The 

building was finally condemned. Dr. Fischer found the historic 

significance "very thin" except for the well known personalities who 

attended. The other uses of the building were "quite routine and 

uneventful." He concluded that he felt that only a small degree of 

historic significance could be attributed to the building.'



Dr. Fischer moved that the Old Civic Center NOT be 

nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Ms. Pringle seconded the motion. Dr. Bell asked if 

there were further comments before the vote.

Ms. Clinard and Mr. Melton discussed the issue of the safety of the 

balcony, concluding with Ms. Clinard’s statement that the building had 

not been nominated on the basis of its structure, and a question 

directed to OHS staff regarding the sufficiency of the building's 

historic and political qualities.

Ms. Heisch affirmed that those qualities are present, and that the 

submittal only had to meet one criteria in order to qualify for the 

National Register. The arguments presented today centered on the 

architectural aspects of the structure. Ms. Heisch stated that the 

issue at hand was whether or not the Civic Center is a historic 

building. In Ms. Heisch's opinion, it is.

The motion was restated for clarification. Dr. Fischer 

moved that the Old Civic Center not be nominated to the 

National Register, and Ms. Pringle secor ,:ed the motion. 

Votes were as follows: Ms. Clinard — Nay; Ms. Pringle

Yea; Dr. Bell — Nay; Dr. Fischer — Yea.



Dr. Bell announced that they had reached a stalemate and requested 

guidance from staff. Ms. Heisch explained that the regulations state 

that if the Committee votes not to submit a property for nomination and 

the SHPO feels that it should be submitted, then it is forwarded to the 

Keeper of the Register. Dr. Salay stated that since there was a split 

vote and one Committee member was absent, it would be best to carry the 

matter over until the next meeting.

Ms. Clinard moved to carry over the Bartlesville 

nomination until the April meeting when a full Committee 

will be present. Ms. Pringle seconded the motion which 

passed unanimously. The nomination was deferred until 

April 20, 1989.

Mr. Melton asked if it would be appropriate or helpful to provide 

additional information at the next meeting. Dr. Bell responded that 

additional information would probably not be helpful.

Dr. Bell further stressed that a lot of the information presented at 

this meeting was irrelevant. Whether or not the City of Bartlesville is 

going to tear down the building will not affect its historical signifi­

cance. The significance will remain no matter what anybody does. He 

added that it bothered him to listen to the testimony of the Bartles­

ville representatives who wanted to tear down the building and build 

something else, and that it was not clear why the City objected to 

National Register listing. The reason for this statement, he explained.



is that the building can be placed on the National Register, but that 

will not prohibit the owners from tearing it down unless they use

federal money to do so. Dr. Bell reiterated that the Committee had all 

the information that they needed.

Dr. Salay affirmed that the SHPO's judgment was expressed by Ms. Heisch.

Dr. Bell thanked the representatives of Bartlesville for attending the 

meeting. He informed them that, in terms of the National Register 

Criteria, the Committee could not use the information presented in 

making their decision. Mr. Hill added that when staff did the review of 

this building, it was pointed out that it was not architecturally 

significant, and that the best case for nomination was based on 

historical significance.

The Veasev House

Since no one was present in representation of the Jackson School, the 

Veasey House nomination was moved up on the agenda. Ms. Clarice Wiser 

was in attendance for her friend, Ms. Mary Veasey Leech, who could not 

attend due to illness. Ms. Leach's father was the builder of the house.

Ms. Clinard presented the nomination of the Veasey House in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma. It is a pristine house, and is most unique in that it is made 

totally of wood. No alterations have been made to the house since it 

was built. Ms. Clinard said there is not another house like it in 

Tulsa, and possibly not another one like it in Oklahoma.



Following a slide presentation by Mr. Hill, Ms. Clinard 

moved that the Committee recommend the Veasey House for 

nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

Dr. Fischer seconded the motion, emphasizing that the 

house is pristine in architectural design, and that this 

was the basis for its nomination.

Mr. Hill commented on the architecture of the house, stating that even 

the corner quoins were made of wood. The siding of the house appears to 

be brick, although it, too, is actually made from wood.

Ms. Wiser said that great care had been taken to ensure that just the 

right color of blue had been painted on the shutters, and added that the 

house is "just beautiful." Dr. Bell expressed appreciation for her 

presence and her comments.

A vote ensued. The motion to nominate the Veasey House 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma to the National Register of Historic 

Places carried unanimously. Dr. Bell announced that it 

would be submitted to the Keeper of the Register.

Ms. Wiser stated that this news would make Ms. Leech very happy.
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The Jackson School
Ms. Clinard presented the nomination for the Jackson School, a mission 

revival style building. It is a simple style of architecture used as 

late as the 1930's. The school is one of only three of its style in 

Enid, Oklahoma.

Following a slide presentation of the Jackson School by Mr. Hill,
Ms. Clinard said that, in her opinion, this brick school building should 

be placed on the National Register. Further discussion reinforced her 

statement.

Ms. Clinard moved that the Jackson School be submitted 

for nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places. Ms. Pringle seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously.

Final Agenda Tt~f»mgr

Additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory were presented for 

approval.

Dr. Fischer moved to accept the list of additions to the 

Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory. Ms. Clinard seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously. (See Attachment "A" 

to these Minutes.)



Dr. Salay recommended that the 1989 recipients of the Charles F. Colcord 

Award be Governor Henry Bellmon and the American Society of Interior 

Designers for restoring the Lieutenant Governor's office in the State 

Capitol Building. This recommendation was based on the quality of their 

preservation and restoration efforts in this project.

Ms. Clinard moved that the Charles F. Colcord Award be 

given jointly to Governor Henry Bellmon and the American 

Society of Interior Designers. Dr. Fischer seconded the 

motion which passed unanimously.

Ms. Heisch reminded members to provide current vitae. She pointed out 
that the National Park Service wants them updated annually.

"Recent Actions of the Keeper of the Register" were presented for the 

Committee's information. Approximately 60 W°A properties had been 

nominated in thematics. Of these, only tv nad been returned for 

additional information.

Dr. Fischer and Dr. Bell expressed their appreciation and commended the 

SHPO staff for their work. They requested that their commendation be 

reflected in the Minutes.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Dr. Bell 
adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m.



Dr. Robert E. Bell, Vice Chairman

9^^ v-t/Wv ^1 t
Melvj^na Heisch, Secretary '

Attachment "A": Additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory



ADDITIONS TO THE 
OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY

As the Historic Preservation Review Committee 
previously decided, please find a summary of 
additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory 
resulting from subgrant survey efforts completed 
September 1988. The State Historic Preservation 
Office staff recommends approval of these 
resources as officially recorded in the Oklahoma 
Landmarks Inventory.



REPORT OF ADDITIONS TO 

THE OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY

COUNTY
general
LOCATION

» CONTRIbUTING

(4)
ARCH/HIST.

OR
ARCHEOLOGICAL

(5)

LEVEL OF 
DOCUMENTATION

(6)

SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION

(7)

DATE
AnnpnHi u

Canadian
t \ Keno dncl 
others 203 Arch./Hist. Minimum OSU/HiStory 9-30-88

Cleveland Norman 284 Arch./Hist. Minimum OU/Architecture 9-30-88
MeCurtain Rural 42 Archeological Minimum OK Archeo. Survej 9-30-88
Oklahoma NW of OKC 20 Archeological Minimum OK Archeo. Survev 9-30-88
Washinaton Bartlesvi lie 179 Arch./Hist. Minimum OSU/History 9-30-88

------------------

------------------------------

---------------------- ------

------------------------ —
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETTNR 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 

APRIL 20, 1989 

10:00 A.M.

The Historic Preservation Review Committee will 
conduct its regular quarterly meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, April 20, 1989, in the Oklahoma Historical 
Society Boardroom, Wiley Post Historical Building 
(2100 North Lincoln), Oklahoma City. The public is 
invited to attend.

AGENDA

I. Call to Order (James L. Loftis, Chairman)

II. Approval of the January 1989 Minutes

III. Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places

A. Reconsideration of Previous Actions:
1. Bartlesville Civic Center
2. Veasey House
3. Jackson School

B. Consideration of New Actions:
1. Government Springs Park (presented by LeRoy H. 

Fischer; staff comments, Melvena Heisch)

IV. Additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory

V. Other Business

VI. Adj ournment



Oklahoma Historical Society 

WUey Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
Telephone (405) 521-2491

News Release

Date: March 21, 1989 

Contact; Mel vena Heisch

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE TO MEET

The Historic Preservation Review Committee will hold its regular 

quarterly meeting on April 20th at 10:00 AM in the Oklahoma 

Historical Society Boardroom, Wiley Post Historical Building 

(2100 N. Lincoln), Oklahoma City. The Committee, appointed by 

the Governor, comments on proposed nominations to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

At the April 20th meeting the Committee will consider two
National Register nominations. The first is for the Old
Bartlesville Civic Center, Bartlesville (Washington County). The
second nomination is for Government Springs Park, Enid (Garfield
County). The public is invited to submit written comments or 

»
attend this public meeting to comment on either of the 

nominations.

Nominations approved by the Committee will be forwarded to the 

Keeper of the Register, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 
for final action. National Register properties are recognized 

for their importance in our past, receive limited protection, are 

eligible for tax incentives in certain circumstances, and are 

eligible for grant assistance when funding is available. 

Additional information about the National Register and otxher 

programs of the Oklahoma Historical Society's preservation 

office is available from the SHPO, Oklahoma Historical Society, 
Wiley Post Historical Building, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 or by 

calling (405) 521-2491.



MINUTES

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
MEETING

April 20. 1989

Mr. James L. Loftis, Chairman (Architect), called to order the quarterly 

Historic Preservation Review Committee Meeting at 10:00 a.m., April 20, 

1989, in the Oklahoma Historical Society Boardroom, Wiley Post 

Historical Building, Oklahoma City. Committee members present, in 

addition to Mr. Loftis, were Dr. Robert E. Bell (Prehistoric/Historic 

Archaeologist), Ms. Susie Clinard (Architectural Historian). Dr. LeRoy 

H. Fischer (Historian), and Ms. Alma Pringle (Citizen Member).

Notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Meeting 

Act. Additionally, the date, time and place of the meeting were 

announced in Mistletoe Leaves, the Oklahoma Historical Society's monthly 

newsletter, and in a statewide press release.

Staff members present were: David L. Salay, State Historic Preservation 

Officer; Ms. Melvena Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

and Secretary to the Committee; Mr. J. Blake Wade, Deputy Executive 

Director, Oklahoma Historical Society; Mr. John R. Hill, Architectural 

Historian; Mr. Marshall Gettys, Historical Archaeologist; and Ms. Pam 

McCarty, Stenographer.



Guests, all from Bartlesville, Oklahoma, were: Mr. Carlos Melton,

Mr. Preston Gaddis, Mr. Jerry Maddux, Mr. William Creel, Mayor Arch 

Robbins, Mr. William Wertz, Mr. Robert Musgrave, Mr. Tom McCrory,

Ms. Laura Summers, Mr. W.R. Thomas, Mr. Larry Dennis, Mr. H. Michael 

May, Ms. Cheri Doty, and Mr. William Holliman.

Mr. Loftis extended greetings to all. He then entertained a motion for 

approval of the Minutes of the January meeting which was chaired by 

Dr. Bell.

Dr. Fischer moved for approval of the January 19, 1989 

Meeting Minutes. Ms. Pringle seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously. The Minutes were approved as 

circulated.

Regarding nominations to the National Register, Mr. Loftis presented a 

reconsideration of previous actions. He explained that, according to 

the bylaws, a procedural error had been made at the January 19th 

meeting. The Acting Chairman, Dr. Bell, should not have participated in 

the votes-taken. SHPO staff had contacted the Attorney General's office 

after discovering the error and had been advised to present the National 

Register nominations for reconsideration. Mr. Loftis recommended that 

the Minutes of the January meeting be changed to strike Dr. Bell's votes 

on the Bartlesville Civic Center, the Veasey House, and the Jackson 

School nominations.



Dr. Bell moved that his votes be stricken from the 

Minutes of the January meeting. Ms. Clinard seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously.

Ms. Heisch announced that the Minutes would be corrected to read as 

follows: (1) Motion NOT to nominate the Bartlesville Civic Center to

the National Register of Historic Places passed two to one; (2) Motion 

to nominate the Veasey House to the National Register passed three to 

zero; and (3) Motion to nominate the Jackson School to the National 

Register passed three to zero.

Mr. Loftis entertained discussion from the citizens of Bartlesville 

present pertaining to the Bartlesville Civic Center. He allotted five 

minutes of time for those in favor of its nomination to the National 

Register and five minutes for those opposed.

Mr. Carlos Melton spoke in favor of the Civic Center's nomination to the 

National Register, noting that he had submitted the nomination. He 

asked if a quorum had been present at the January meeting, to which 

Ms. Heisch responded affirmatively. Mr. Loftis added that the Committee 

is small and that its members are appointed by the Governor.

Ms. Heisch emphasized that this Committee makes recommendations for 

properties to be sent to the Keeper of the Register, and that the votes 

taken were recommendations and not a final action on the National 

Register nominations before the Committee. She referred to 36 CFR Part 

60 and pointed out the appeals procedure.



Mr. Melton stated that he understood the situation but felt it was 

unfortunate that a building that might be eligible for the Register 

would not be nominated because of a technicality.

Mr. Loftis responded in agreement that this was an unusual circumstance, 

but that the Committee and SHPO were abiding by the law. He added that 

he regretted that procedures prevented him from advising the people of 

Bartlesville that the trip to Oklahoma City for this meeting was not 

necessary because of the discovery of the procedural error.

Mr. Melton inquired about making an appeal and was given instructions by 

Ms. Heisch. Mr. Melton stated his intent to appeal, and proceeded to 

introduce Mr. Preston Gaddis, historian and retired editor of a 

Bartlesville newspaper.

Mr. Gaddis, also in favor of the Civic Center's nomination to the 

National Register, related some of the history of the building as well 

as his personal experiences and feelings. He stressed that he was one 

of a number of citizens of Bartlesville who simply wanted to preserve 

the history of the Civic Center, adding that they were in favor of the 

new library. He said he did not understand the opposition because the 

City could still demolish the building even if it were placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. He concluded that their appeal 

would be to preserve the history of Bartlesville and of Oklahoma.



Mayor Robbins spoke for the City and its wish to replace the Civic 

Center building with a new library. He reiterated the discussion 

presented at the January meeting. He referred to the Benham-Blair 

reports and the testimony of Mr. Sparks which indicated that the 

building was unsafe and that it did not have architectural significance. 

He said it is important to note that the City of Bartlesville contains a 

number of good examples of architecturally significant buildings. He 

expressed regret that more emphasis was not given at the last meeting to 

establish that the building was not historically significant, although 

it was mentioned that the building had been referred to as "McClintock's 

Folly" in its early days.

Mayor Robbins introduced Mr. Bill Creel, a native of Bartlesville, who 

also opposed the nomination of the Civic Center. Mr. Creel announced 

that he is a member of a landmark preservation council and that he felt 

that the building should have been demolished long ago. He referred to 

letters provided to the Committee from citizens who felt the same. He 

presented A Pictorial History of Bartlesville, which did not include the 

Civic Center in its original release, and in a later edition only 

mentioned it as a building that would be demolished.

Mr. Melton asked if all documentation presented to the SHPO would be 

submitted to the Keeper of the Register with his appeal. Ms. Heisch 

responded that any individual can appeal to the Keeper of the Register 

and that the individual should contact the Keeper by letter stating the 

reason for the appeal and any other evidence he wished to submit.



Dr. David Salay, State Historic Preservation Officer, expressed his 

appreciation to all of the Bartlesville guests for making a second trip 

to Oklahoma City and apologized for the procedural error. He pointed 

out that the SHPO is not a member of the Historic Preservation Review 

Committee and that the Committee was in fact formed to advise 

the SHPO.

Dr. Salay affirmed that he had not discussed any issue with the Com­

mittee, prior to this meeting. Neither had he discussed the Bartles­

ville nomination with opponents or proponents of the nomination. 

Further, based on some of the comments that he had heard, he would like 

to state for the record that there had been no attempts to influence 

him other than those presentations made at the January meeting. He 

expressed appreciation to all present for the presentations made in 

both meetings.

Mr. Melton stated that he had received the fullest cooperation from the 

SHPO staff and that he was grateful for their assistance. He added that 

his only frustration was the two to one vote. Mr. Melton and Mr. Gaddis 

reiterated their intent to appeal to the Keeper of the Register.

Mr. Loftis thanked the citizens of Bartlesville for their presence and 

their presentations. He encouraged the citizens to work together to 

resolve their differences at their earliest possible convenience.



Mayor Robbins introduced eleven representatives of the City of 

Bartlesville, and invited the Coininittee members to visit the Old Civic 

Center and tour their city.

The Committee turned to the consideration of new actions regarding the 

National Register nomination for Government Springs Park.

Dr. Fischer stated that Government Springs Park is an historic site, 

significant because of its historic importance over a long period of 

time. The nomination was submitted by the City of Enid, a Certified 

Local Government. The submission is premature, however, in that it 

needs additional editorial work and, more importantly, more research in 

order to meet the standards of the National Register. Dr. Fischer 

concluded that he was not certain that the history of Government Springs 

Park should be presented at this time because the submission needed 

revision and because federal regulations require that nominations be 

submitted to the Keeper of the Register "as presented."

Dr. Fischer moved to table the Government Springs Park 

submission until a revised document is prepared in final 

form for consideration of the Committee. Ms. Pringle 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.



Ms. Helsch presented additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory, 

recommending the addition of 1,250 architectural properties in the City 

of Norman. These residential properties were identified by a pro­

fessional consultant in a survey which the City is conducting. The 

survey will help both the City and the SHPO deal with the Section 106 

process.

Ms. Pringle moved that the Committee accept the 1,250 

additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory, as 

presented by SHPO staff. Dr. Bell seconded the motion, 

which carried unanimously.

Mr. Hill commented on the large number of additions to the Oklahoma 

Landmarks Inventory, pointing out that the number has increased in the 

past 10 to 12 years from hundreds to thousands each year. He noted that 

information on these properties will be input into the database, but 

that it may be several years before this computerization is complete.

"Other business" being next on the agenda, Ms. Clinard discussed the 

issue of the State of Oklahoma having its own designation, perhaps a 

medallion, for properties on the State Register. She mentioned that 

this could be a project to be considered while planning for the 

Centennial of Oklahoma's Statehood.



Ms. Heisch responded that this would be brought before the Oklahoma 

Historical Society's Board of Directors, and that they had already been 

requested to put it on the agenda for their next meeting.

Ms. Pringle requested some closing remarks from the Chairman.

Mr. Loftis announced his plans to move to Hawaii. He said that he loves 

Oklahoma, but has been offered a marvelous business opportunity. He 

will maintain his residence here as long as possible, but is uncertain 

that he will be able to attend future Committee meetings. He concluded 

that he will be happy to continue to serve on the Committee, although 

there may be some restrictions that will prevent him from serving when 

he is no longer a resident of Oklahoma.

Dr. Fischer pointed out that Mr. Loftis has been on the Historic Preser­

vation Review Committee since its inception and that his departure will 

be a great loss.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Mr. Loftis 

adjourned the meeting at 11:07 a.m.

Mr. Jim Loftis, Chairman

Melvena Heisch, .Secretary

Attachment "A": Additions to the Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory



"ATTACHMENT A"

PROPOSED additions TO THE 
OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY 

April 20, 1989

of the PtopertiIs°notjrorttra2tfched°to“hroklT^"‘’® addition 
Inventory. cirracned to the Oklahoma Landmarks



(1) (2) (3)

COUNTY
General
LOCATIOfI

# CONTRIhlUTING
^itopfrt^es—

Cleveland Norman 1.250

, —V- — .

---------------------- ... ........................... ........ ...................................................- -.................... ... ■ ------------------------------------- .

I^Kl’OHT OF ADDITIONS TO 

Tin; OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY

(4)
/^CM/MIST.

OR
archeoEogical

Arch/Hist.

level of 
DOCUMENTATION

Minimum

(6)

SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION

City of Norman

(7)

DATE
ADDED

3-1-89
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....................... .. Tir(# A;iAi.YMfv .Ar„> FOK— ........ Pkopk. joj_sjs..l.thk^^ .......................................... (jJ (jJ H) ^ J

..............................11 Ef? DATA ..................................TIE9..0ATA . ____________ _____ ____________
NUMHER OF f^AYS 6. ' STORY Ht lOHT AHOVC 0«o6 sfoKY HE lOHT" hELOW 0~»00~~

FIXED END REAM ANALYSIS DEAD L0A0*1 UVE LOAD-2

Q15JR....LD.,..J LQ/F.T )._.. 
FT FT FROM L»^FT

....... JiAY_i LOAD___ SR AN.
1 I 1A.30

..-.DISTJ»*..LP,..lLO/.£U....
FEET FROM LEFT 

____ bay loao
1 2 1A.30

J»OU
IZU.U.30 

-LEFJ.. K ,.__K IG>^X J<, _
b65* -865* -206A* iu2b* -26V4. 0*U&2~i

. - 1.33... ........ 133. .
0.00 14.30 ...................................................................................

.lTktI_R.. _±<JkUJL-R._ ■ LEFT -1. CENTER M. KIOHT .V. Oh FLECTION
vso. ■■-9S0. -2269. 1130. -2269. 0.0373

.PI5TI?,. .L.0...<Li3/FT) 
PfcCT FROM LEFT
__ BA.Y__LQ./iP„. _ SPAN

2 I 11.30
-UJ SIR,...Ui..„l.ke/.FLL..
FEET FROM LEFT
—.0AY...L.QA.D...... .SPAN.

2 2 11.30

. 121.. 121.
0.00 11.36

UEFL_!i..,„RJiiHl_-R#_
693. -693.

-..1^3. 133*-

LEFT M. CENTER k. RIGHT M. DEFLECTION
-1333. 663. -1333. O.U2ld

0.00 11.50
-LEFT..K._..i;<.IGHl._R.____ EEF_T_M._CE_NIAR.J1'.__ .RJ.^H.I.jj*__ ilEF_LEjCJ ION

764. -764. -1467. 731. ' -Y46*f^ o'.oYaJ

. ..OJ ST.R..__LD#..i LB./.FXl._.
FEET FROM LEFT 

. . flAY .L(MD. .SPAN.
3 1 14./O

—CLISJJI. .Ln^ J.Ly /JLT„l_ 
FEET FROM LEFT

--------- 9AY...LQAH____ J5P_AN..
3 2 14.70

......121............... .121.:: ...
0.00 14.70

.EEFT ,K., . R.IOMJ...R...,. 
otJ9. -8«9.

____ y.u.t0.0.
0.00 14.70

LFF.T .R.._..Rir,HT._R* 
387. -387.

..LLF.T. Ms„CE.NT_EK _M...__R.I&!iT_..''i. DEFLECTION 
-2ibi. iub6. -2ib£. 'o.6’3d4..........

-LEF.T..M.._CF;nJ_E:'< j^l. KjCiHT .1. dlfleqtion
-1442. 718. -1442. 6.038*6".......................

.DJL&ia c_LD.i»^L.ttill;TJL
FEET FROM LEFT 
. .R.AY LOA') SPAN

4 1 13.00
UISTR. LO.. (Lll/Fn 
FEET EKor- UXT

.RA.Y .LOAO.......SPAN .
4 2 1 . JO

. . 121_.____
0.00 

left r.
JJ/,
oP» . 

0.00 
LEFT.R. 

o 0 •

m*.15.00 
i<IGilT R. 

-907. 
RO.

15.00.....
R I ro.«.T_ R . 

-O'rj.

LEFT M. 
-2271.

CENTER M.
*n3iv

RIGHT M.
■"■-2*2 777

DEFLECriON 
■"67 0*6 3 s'"

-L. *• F XT'' •_.Qk/;.T u< M. 
-1301. 7 •» n,

RIGHT n. DEFLECT ION
-IS ;i. ^.EAlo



DISTP. LD« (LU/FT) 121. X21«
.JEE£I_FJlOM..UiF.t____ ____._..Q.QO   1^..5p.

RAY
5

LOAD
1

SPAN LEFT R. 
___ JL7.Lt.

OISTR. LD- (LB/FTJ 
.. ftt;T._Fi<g!!i..L.tPT.... .. . 

BAY LOAD SPAM 
....... 5____ 2.. U.!>P

RIGHT K.
___ -Hjnu.

80. 
14*80 

RIGHT R.

LEFT M* ..rJ122.9.
CENTER M. 
___  1037.

RIGHT M* 
__ «2122.

deflection
0.08t>i

bO*
0.00 ... ____________ _

LEFT R. RIGHT R. LEFT M* CENTER M. RIGHT M. DEFLECTION
579. -579. -1408. 699. -1408. 0.086b.__

DISTK. LD. ILB/FT) 121* 121.
.Fte.T _ERP^!- ........-......... 0.» 00____ 17.50;............. ......... ..... ..................................... .....................

BAY LOAD SPAN LEFT R* RIGHT R* LEFT M. CENTER M* RIGHT H* DEFLECTION
__ _ f,........_____ 1.I..50_____ io^.b..........".\0.56.*......t.0Q5!.^“-........... .................. r.30j>i........ .0*.l_i7_8___
*6TsTR7"LDr rLB»V) .... bo'...... Veo'."'FEET FROM LEFT0.00^17»bO_

BAY LOAD SPAN LEFT R. RIGHT R. LEFT f1. CENTER K. RIGHT Ni. DEFLECTION
____ ff ? .....17...50. .70.0............. rJP.Q*..........’:20^*J*K______LO _________________.0? o.Z7.^_.-
MAxV PALANCE ToLEr'/vnCE'*" l.OO _____

FINAL REAM MOMENTS (FT-LO) 
HAY__________dead LOAt?______

1 -0. -2272.
„„2......... r;i272.......... .t1,509.„„.

3 -1510. -2517.
....4.........ril5.L7.......-1.77.8,_____

5 -1778. -3575.
.....______ ________________ ro.._„

I N I .'iUM LIVE MAXiMUi'i LIVE
-0. -1749. -0. -2b29.

-862. -533. -2b2B. -1V09.
-610. -755". ■■ -iyov. "■-Yio'oV
-069. -543,_ . -2100. -1894.
-64'4 • -bOfi • - ib94. ■■-2 569.

-1554. -0. -2570. -0.

FJNAL C<)LDMN HOME.NTS..!FTrLR.)....................
COL. ABOVE

...............COL....NQ#_____ JiCAP.............. W-iy.L.........
1 0. 0.
20.0,------------------------

0.
............... 0.

COL.
DEAD..

0.
0.

3
.4.
5
6 
7

U.
-O*.
0.
0*
0.'

Q>
0.

0.
0.
6.

..Q»
6.

BELOW
L i.y.c.. o'.

_________0.
6.

-D*.
..............oT

0.
ol'

V'INI» L^'AD MOMLMS (FT-LR)
.RAY. . .........LI-F.T.____PIG.HT. .

1 0. 0.
____2................Ok.J........ . .. D. ...

3 0* 0.
....O*....



ftEAM design bay I i*PAM« 14.30
—...... >»ug. .t<M.ui:p.T^?........8_.oo slab thick,. ^,oo

LT.TOP cl •mot Nf.fup "LlVbUf
■ULJ.JlOid^JirLQ 1g,»67A9gf_________________ __  bisbo. • • KT.UOT
OL REACTION (LB) 
.LL..PEACTJON.I.LL') .. 
AREA STEEL (IN-^)

.J-t.NG.TH-. 1/3. BAMS.......
LENGTH 1/3 MAKS
I TMr;TM \/ A n^KS

7U6*
U.2
N.OO 0-4 A6

-1024, 
Ut A 2 0.04 0*00

0.71 . ____
0.71

J1..JL1_____

..J12.B.7. 
10.01 

__ Tj.15.LEFT STIRRUPS- 0. AT 3 ll4. 0. AT
.JSHGKT.SIJRRURS-.___.Q...AT 3. |»\. ...0. AT
OEFL.- O.bHl ALLOW.DLEL.. O.A/(> I«

.'4.. 5.7.
2.bb
-^.4^

6 IN. 3. AT 3 IN. (MlN* KcU. 
6..1(4. ...i.:3...at....3..jn. J:iin.,

I-tST. I/O.

SPACb.. 97.413)
SP AC e • ■ J2.0.811.)._

BEAM design .day 2 SPAu* 11.50
--- JUI11-4jlD0... BV ..PtRlil-..____________ 8 ..Pi). _ SLAB thick . a

LT.TOP cl.mot KT.TOP LT.HOT KT.bUT
87254.............3.2927.*............57.270.

762. -b2V. ......... .....................................................

2.UP LfihOT'
-ULI I.NrLO) ..
DL REACTION (LO)

„LL RI-AC.T.I.0.N .I.LO ). 
AREA STEEL (lN-2) 

1/3 MARS

y.04,
0.46 ■ (V-is

.“8.55.
U.2b' u.uo o.co

LENGTH 1/3 BARS 3.45
-................—. -L£NfiT tt. 1/ 3_.BA8.S......... ........1.. .7.2

6.90
4.60

2.U7
-.-JL.72......

LEFT STIRRUPS- 0. AT 3 In.
. ............... RI GHT .;SI-IRJIURS-........ .0 •. -AT 3.1 \.

DFFL.® 0.050 ALLOW.DEFL.* 0.303

0. AT 
0. AJ 
I-

6 1/4. 
-5..I.N. 

153

6. AT
____2*. AL
. I-ESI-

3 IN. (MIN. REO.
3 IN. (MIN. REQ. 

170.

SPACE.- '45.^33)
-SPAC E •-.12 6_*_? 721...............................................................

BEAM or*SIGN BAY 3 SPANa
- -..... ......... . -.9M.WIP.TM.-.......4.00 .._H*/ . D.bPTH- ..

14.70 
...8-OP ... SLAB THICK.a 2.00

LT.TOP CL.BOT
......................... .UU.T. J-iO.w.. U-Nr.L 0)-___ -5 4 9 4.4 ..5.16 3.g..

RT.TUP
— 74 723. .. .

L1.B0T RT.OOT
. . _DL REACTION (LB) B20.

------------------- L-i.L..REACTIUN (UB)_ . 666. _
-957.
-6BB.

AREA STEEL (IN-2) 0.26 0.25 U.'iU 0.00 0.00
......... ..............Lf-NGTH .1/3. H.A.R.S . ............3 .,6 7, ........ 11.76 5.14

LENGTH 1/3 BARS 2.94
.. ................ .LENGTH 1/3 BARS 2.20

H.B2
7.35

2.94
2.20

• 1

LEFT STIRRUPS- 0. AT J IN.
______________ KljrilL.5.TIK.'iUPSs„ 0. AT 3 IN.

0. at
0. AT

6 IN. 
6 IN.

3. AT 
6. AT

3 IN. (MIN. REO.
3 IN. (MIN. REO.

space'*-170.602)
SPACE.* 68.308)DEFL.* 0.27"? ALLOy.'.Df.FL.* 0.49*0 I- 170 . i-ts't* 170.

HEA»' OK.SIO.N BAY 4 SPA.;= 15.00
___________________4*00 . HV.depth.-. ..., .8.00... SLAB THICK.- 2.00

LT.TOP CL.m'oT RT.foP...............lT.b6Y
.ULT LNrLUl_____ 74421.>.3QiJl.v — - -5i>63 7.........................................
»)l HEAr^MM- d") -»SA, -H'.'f-,

KT.liOT ................



JJL-^\Kr./\._5.Ltt.U .A u
LENfiTH 1/3 SAKS U,'jO

..LENGTH .1/3. OAKS ... 3.Q0
length 1/3 bars

~LE£i—sjj aaiiosJL----- J.J1 .IN.

0.2!? 0^29

right stirrups* 0. AT 3
DEFL.* 0.2flA ALLOW.DCTL.* IN*

0.500

liJ.OO
-9*00____ 3.00
7»!)0 2.25

.Q_«_A.T..6_l.'l.,_6, at 
IN.

..O.OO___•„........... 0.00

0.
I*

AT 6 3. AT
1-eST*

..Or.AM _OfeSKi(J____DAY 5 SPAN- 14.50 ‘
PM.WimH* /’♦.OO HM.DtPTHi"' 8.66

LT.TOP

■.3...J.NLs_LMI.N._REO. space.- 64.294)
3 IN. OilN. REO. SPACt.«12*5.261 j” 

170.

ULT MOM (IN-LB) • 59998.
-Ok .S.C A.C.UQ.N ..(LB) 753.
LL REACTION (LB) •...... ■‘"65'4i

.^ReA..S.tEfX..l.I.N-2J. 0.29
length 1/3 HARS 

-kENGTH 1/3 R/\RS:

CL.nOT
SLAB THICK.- 
____RT.TUP

37362.

0.17
5.07 
3.62 
2.17 

AT 3 IN.

101763.
-1001.
-7i27

U.57

2.00
LT.HOT RT.30T

9.42
7.97

6.52
4.35

O.CO 0.00

5.R0 2.17LENGTH 1/3 PARS

s!';..................................... -.. -.....OEPL. -. (^.109... ALLOW.DEFL . » 0.49 3 I I-tST- 170.
■BEAM DESIGN

BM.WIOTH-
-I4.AJ:._i_6....SPAN- ^7.50
4.00 “Bm.dlpth-......'a.oo

ULT MOM (IN-LB)"" 
..PU..RFA.CIT9iN..(LB)

LL REACTION ( l'b )
.-AP.CA.

LEMGTII 1/3 PARS 
.-UF.rir?Tli..l./3. RAPS

LENGTH 1/3 BARS

SLAP Thick.* 2.00LT..T.OP--------- CL.HOT _____ RT.TUP LT.hOT RT.bOT
98469. 6, ----- ----------------------- -95673,

.1263.
■ 846, 

0.52
4.3 r

0.54

-854.
-6'ir."
0.00 u.ou 0.05

. 1 i> • / 5 o.a/' ' :------------------------------- ----------------------- ------------------ --------------
■■"^62"""...........-.............................. ..................................................... -.....................................

Rl'GjT'st{KRUpt* ” "S'"JI i I'!*......SPACE.. 24.2581
^ RE0.-SPACE;V245;8Z4/--......................................... .....................



GAl.X.-5f:R )
•^Vh. vr4C>i j mo-.k; r n\ ..Air

- H ‘•W’’ » • ffc.C»r\4 f ll.l ,..;j

ft*Wjr.l^^VA»..-CY V /1. fe>ni.N|rir.r<g
550 nCACOH 01.op. OM,^ /-I105

. 1:.A'16l-XPnSiGN Of A CONCRFTg^ PKAMK
IIL^.»«A’K &intWfSTM OtSI&N MtTMOO ' /T^

______ Jo>>^ ^
rHOP,'.rH 'CINii: IC*1*0W

fOP COVl-H eoTroM covin

*J
MT AOC;vt jTQpy ht 0Ci.cw

J—i—:—I. ^{, ^ I Jq.ImI l.Ai.V.i„> * /i

CONC *Vft6MT SLAB THICK i PlATiGf RATIO jAWtA STinPUPS

Alt

SrttA«l C0>!

ir4.4^l,

T I
S f‘
«.-TA* «

■»•••••«•»• _____~ _____^ • •• ^ ^

P V/

or.A»* wii);'■•'-> a

C I t

C T

•* •!
• ••ITf.- • r

t-.l~A.JZI L-A. t-JL -i-l^

v.~UA-V. .•_l.-«_.l-i_»_l_j_._l 1 1 I . . . . f 4 . . , . . I . . ,

V f
rr.?R

I______ ^ .VINM »«.M.i?, ‘r I .Ml r.MO
'~A..J-A..<.-jL~A-«...A.ZZL-L.JL-il—J-J—I—■>—L-l-t 4 i I 1 1 i .1 t'a 4 I t 4 t i a t 4 I i < i t 4 . . I....................... I .
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ol i.rpt LL LIFT oi nroMi

A»pL-f-jL. L—. 4-rl.ntUt A»«t I I

It ttIGHT

r c

•!' ION FAnOH 5
>l«r\4iin*wtt>:ltat.aA- Vm«V J.—4««—a—.4 —.44.V4'.

01 UNf'flM OL COWCFNT

LLUfr ’
•j-i-v*'..'. A, 5.„*,./_. . 1.,,*:„, 
L.o/\>.* VA».««1 f \|. Ttf

^I:!.__ 1.1.
EO h

. ..|^uV,^,i4X

\

U. L'MifORM

•4 i^wL* ln.4^» W-(c«(m 
Loii^U /AwkA.^

I I I I PI^'F 

,J_LL.I_I..|. Ij

I SYTJ

LI roMCeriT
.Wb4
FC To

■-■{..■A«Ai»i

wind lOAO
I I I J44&.JU

I- LtfAP
l^i |« V|'‘l'*l’‘j t_L_l_|.^l_f. JA 

I I I .l.<J^p.i.J.J.., .11 I .

Ft To
T

• l-.l.. 
-If -I ~u I .
f 

(W

S.i'» i?i.y. 

PtkX F«f'»

_|..(.i-U.« ..I... I#

' '4.
■f (>‘0

I I I • ••• I I*
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....... fre-RDAT*--------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------
•..........HAYS_..4. .5Tt->>’Y .Htl.CiH.T . AHOye.............................. 0*00. STOKV MtIGHT BtLOV/ P*yO ^

CONCKETF-2000. PSI STLLL«36000. PSI . TOP STEEL’DtP'fKf»”iro6’'iNl.........BOT'fONr'sf trEL"D’i:PfH"-’l’*00 ’IN'....................................
----------CP0Ct_>'.T«?. lAA. PCF#. . F.LAi>i(^E_RATIO« 6>0 APEA STIKRUPS* 0»11 SHEAR C0FF«» i.70

......... /WO.JiM.O.MAM ANALY5J.S......... .............. OtAD LOAD-1 LiVb LOAD-2

OISTR* LO. (LB'/FTT 
FEET FROM LEFT____

RAY LOAD SPAN
_____ 1... 1 12,00
DISTR. LD. iltt/FT)
feet from left

RAY LOAD SPAN
_____ 1.......... ?... ,12.00_

121.-
__ 0,00LE>t r7 

V2S. 
107,

121.'
12,00

right K. 
-72b, 

' 167, 
O.OU .12,00-

LEFT M, CENTER M. 
-I<»b3, 72A.

RIGHT N. 
-lAbi,

DEFLECTION
0,02bV

LEFT R. RIGHT H, LEFT M. CENTER’m.’' 
bAl. -6A1, -1285. 6A0.

RIGHT K. 
-1285.

deflection
0,0229

DISTR. LO, (LB/FT)
Ff.ST.FROM. LEFT............

BAY LOAD SPAN
2 I1?.00

DISTR, LD. (Lfi/FT) 
FFET FROM.LEFT

RAV load span
...... ?. 2 12.00

121, 121,
..0.00 12,00

LEFT R, right R,
___725. ______ r'2_5_i.

133. 133.
0.00 12.00

LEFT R. RIGHT R." 
797. -7V7.

LEFT M. 
-1A53.

CENTER M. 
72a. right >U

-1A53.
DcFLECTION

0.0259

LEFT M. 
-1597.

CENTER M. 
795.

RIGHT h.' 
-1597.

deflection
0.02b5

DISTR. LD. (LB/FT)
...Ef.t.t.f.e.QW„LfJ:T........ .......

BAY LOAD SPAN
.............3............1.......12.30..

DISTR. LO. (LB/FT)
.-f£EIJ:BQJ^-J>£f.T______

RAY LOAD SPAN 
.. . .. . 3........ 2 . . 12.30

- 121. 121.
.„.0.£)Q........  12.30 .
LEFT R. RIGHT K, LEFT 

7AA. -7AA,
107. 107.

___0..0012.._30.._
LEFT R. RIGHT R. LEFT M, CENTER K. ’ RIGHT M, DEFLECTION

LFT M, CENTER M. RIGHT M, DEFLECTION 
-152.7     .........760.,  _.r.l.5.2.7  ......... C • P.286.

658, “65.8,.........-.1.3.50•........... 6.7.2.,........ .“1.350•......... 0.p_25_3_

DISTR. LD. (LR/FT) 
FFFT FROM LEFT_____

121,
O.OU

121. 
16.00RAY load SPAN LEFT R, KlGuf R. '

............ 4.........±....JL6.0.U............. 36 T.. ........ -96 7• .
DISTR, LO, (LU/FT) 107. 107,

..-F£EX-FfiOW. LCF.T.. .. ............. . 0.Qo...........16.P.0.„
RAY LOAD SPAN LEFT R, RIGHT R,

. _____k.. . .2.. 16.00. . „...3.55._____
"AX, MAiA in T 'I I - J.i;0

LEFT M, CENTER M. RIGHT 
.-..-2>8A?................................r2.5bA

LEFT M. Ci-NTLR M. RIGHT M, 
.. . -2.2.8 5 ,______ U 3.U .____ rM •

ht m. deflection \?.5.b.A ......... C . 0 U 1.9.. \...........

CrPLCCTlON
__ 0 ,Q72A



.........HAY OLAQ LOAD
..Q“Iy.2.fl•.. 

?. -1V2H. -1009.
. 3 . ... -X o.o.fl t.... -rjyrvM.
/. -29A«i. -O.

hIhIMUM livl
____ r.Qs.......... .-.8 Oft*....
-I0d6. -AA9#
- _^T4 u__
-la^u. -o.

MAXlhUM LiVt 
.......“9..____ -2JH7.-.-2117. -191A*

-1913* -2H 00.
-20O0. -0.

FINAL COHj.'IN MU.VitiNTS IFT-LB)

Cut. NO.
1

DEAD
0.

2 0.

4 0.
0.

......................... \UHD. -LDAQ-J'’C»!:1L/:lT.S..-.(.F.TtLD)
HAY LEFT RIGHT

...........................1_.

........................... 3...
4 0. U.

LIVL 
____P.s_

DEAD
0.

.PEI.0W
LIVE

0.
0.

.0.
0*.

.ft*.

0.
.0...
0.
0.

0.
,.Q*.

Urn
0.

.H£Aftf.DESlOi>i........ BAt..
PM.WIOTM* A.00

1 S.PA.'Js 
RM.DtPlH*

12.00
8.00 SLAB THICA.« 2.00

• • .................................................... LT. TOP . CL .MOT RT.TOP LT.HOT KT.BOT
ULl MO.V lIM-LRl U.

—Dl^.K£AC.T.l«N_JkUJ____
S3f»l /. 66 lOb .

-08o.LL REACTION (LO) S/4. -81d.
0.26 0.33 0.02 0.00 ( )

LENGTH 1/3 BARS O.oo
..  ...... ..LENGTK.1/3 .BARS........... 0.6O...........

io.bO 3.0U
..H.40 2.40

LENGTH 1/3 HAMS U»uO
----LEFT. ST.I.KRUPS- .. 0.._A.r_A I,N.

6.00 l.bO
...y*_AJ.J>_ I.'l. w. AT 3 IN. (MIN. PFO. SPACE.■***«'*»*)RIGHT STll<PUPS« 0. AT J IN.

- .................  DITL.* .0.207 ALl Ov/.ul.l L.s 0.400
0. AT 6 In. 7. at
!• ..... 1/0. l-LST»

3 IN. (MIN. REO. SPACE." 61.960)
170.

HI*am DCSKiN 
MM.wiorna

ULT POM (IN-Ltj) 
OL.REACTlpri..aBl._ 
LL REACTION rLB) 

.AREA SIH.L .( tN-2) 
LinCTM 1/3 »‘a;<s 

___LtMGiH .1/3 MARS..
LCNr-TH l/A «»A -V

J)AY 2 SPA.\» .12.00 
A.OO !lv.DiPTH« U.OO' 

U.L« .TOP____________ 0^1 <0 T
SLAB THlCA.i 

kT.TOP

;?J2.
;3o.
i). 3 >

2.00 
LI.MOT H T.OOl

A57H7.

u.;v

A79t»2.
9.

-M60.
0.2.> O.OO U.Uu sA.20 9.00

-3»O0__..-._____ ..7.^H0_
l..«0 .4.0

i.uO 
..-2,..AO 

1 • (10
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HFAM OhSI ON 
..... BM.'VIOTM* * 2.00

Lr.iiof........... r<N'iio"f............... “

bay 3 S>^AN» 12* iO
4.00 Hv^.OUMTh* ___ B.OO , §l^AH jHlCK.-

, Lf.lOI' CL.HUl Kf.tuH

OL RKACTION fLUl -----------.................
..j.L..eE«aiou.j).B.i............. 75J. ^

area steel I in-2) . ..0.23..........■'• oVlV.............'olJ;.......................................V—................ i
...i.E/t<Lw..i/j.jms.....il..S.li------------str-LFNGTH 1/3 bars 3.07 6.76'.............. "'iT.'b^........................................................... . ©

■i.CNRTH 1/1...QA[IS. 
LEFT STIRRUPS* AT 3 IN

A?53_ 2.46
PJOHT ItIR UpH 0 AT 3 'r "i* ^ riNTlMIN. RtU. SPACE.-*4>****)-------------------

....................... space...,..a7...?.03...............................................................................................

BfA*^ OKSlOrj
---- BlS.WJriJ.hlf.

HAY 4 S»-'AN«

LT.TOP

16.00 
___H.OO SLAB THICK. ■

0.0 J

-UkT..ypM_.U.Mrk0J.vg« 32. ^*’95042. ^ ^ .

OL REACTION (LB) 1163.................. ' .......................-7h2'
.Lk..»ie^CJ.lQN..(.LB)...........103.1,....... ........... .74S;
AREA STFEL (IN*2) 0.49 U.S2

-k£N&TH_Jl./J_nA_RS.__ _4.0U
LENGTH 1/3 BARS ’ 3'.'20

.L.FNGTH.1/3 BARS................. 2.40 8.00
LEFT 5TIRRIjPS= 0. AT 3 iN. 0. AT 6 IN. 14.

-I^IC^HT. S.Tn<RUPS.= .. 0.AT3IN. 0. AT6IN. 3.
OFFL.» 0.773 ALLOW.Dh>U. 63‘3'" I i ............“lVl----------

2.00
LT.BOT RT.OUT

O.UO
14.40
il'.2b"

0VC5' 7d
0.00 
o'. 00'

O.bO
AT 
AT 

i-fcSfi'

3
3

IN. (MIN. 
IN. (MIN. 
T?o;------

REO.
REO.<

SPACE.
SPACE.

TiVilTiy
'115.637)

J'SL.'.'.!'
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-----T.IfiR ,AMAL.Y.\ir» A.WD DtSIfiiN FOI<„......................  .............. . ^.9.1 ...................... . * i^fj ^

.. .UE\<..o^l^. ........................................... ......... ^
NlFmtR OF HAYS 3 
CnNCHFTF*?poU- PSl

story height above 
._S,T t..LL.= « P SI

0.00 STORY height 
TOP STEEL DEPTH- 1.

BELOW . O.Ob'
00 IN. BOTTOM STEEL DEPTH- 1.00 IN

CONC. WT.» -144. PCF . FLANGE RATIO- 6.0 AREA STIRRUPS* 0.11 SHEAR COEF.* 1.70

FIXED END OEAM ANALYSIS DEAD LQAD-1 LIVE: LOAD-2
,

—OlSIfi...JL13._aH/F.T). .. ... UL* 121.
FEET FROM LEFT

____ _____ ___  .BAY LOAD span
0.00

LLFT.R.
14.67

right K. LEFT M. RENTER M. RIGHT' M. DEFLECTION
1 1 14.67

.................. DJ.STR.. LD. (LB/FT )
0U7.

133.
-887.
133.

-2172. lbb>. -2172. 0‘.0379 / /^/

FEET FROM left
- - RAY LOAD SPAN

0.00 
LEFT R.

14.67
right R. LEFT M. CENTER M. right m. deflection

1 2 14.67 975. -975. -23bb. 1109. -23b«. 0.0636
-

.PJ.$TR. UO. (LB/FT) 
FEET FROM LEpf

BAY LOAD____SPAN2 1 lird3
.0I5TR, lD« .(LB/.FT.L,
FEET FROM left

..-^A.t„_LQAD........ SPAN
2 2 ll.b3

... 6 • o’o
,LEf.L_Ra_

71S.

I2i* 
ii.B3 

RIGHT R« LEFT M. CENTER M» RIGHT DEFLECTION
-1412* 703. -1412. 0.0243-VIS.

133._______ 13')....
0.00 11.B3

- LEFT.R.... KlGHT.H.. ...LJ^F.T.M* .Ct.NT.ER M. RJGHT R. OEFLEiCTION 
7b6. -7U6. -iS33. 773. -1333. b'.02t)y

.0XSU8^.LD._li.B/F.TJ...... „.121...42 !•................. ...
FEET FROM LEFT 0.00 10.92

..BAY ..LOAD........ SP.AN LEF.T..R... .R I.GHT.. K« .. .. LEF_T. M. Ci^NTEK M. RIGHT K. DLFLE.CTIUN
3 1 10.92 660. -600. -1203. 399. -1203. 0.01/?

UJSJR. .LD.....I LU/fl.)....... . 4 33. 133.__________________________________________
FEET FROM LEFT 0.00 10.92
...BAY . LOAD ..... SPAN LEf.T R....right R. LEFT M. CENTER M. RIGHT M. DEFLECTION3 2 10.92 >26. -726. -1323'. oVvV........-"l323‘i o'.'oTvV"'

.MA^*..BALA*<E..TOLERANCEb 1.00

FINAL BEAM MOMENTS IFT-LbX
LOAD HINl.-iUM
-2453. -0.
-133C. -ttl7.

-0. -464.

HAY
.... 1...

2 
. 3

DEAD 
-0. 

-2432. 
-1531.

LIVE MAXIMUM LIVE
7lb79. , -0. -2922.

"'”-979.' "" -2921........ -2'6'ibV
-0. -2010. -0.

FINAL. COLUMN Mu-vri-iT5 ( FT-Lf))..
C'M . A'<';vr

_________________............................................................

fu!.. '<no<;



......i""......--------•...,.3...............
4

,V»

u*
u*

-U*_____
0*
0.
6.

0*
0.
u.b«

u.6.
u*6V

WIND load MOMtNTS <FT“LB) 
...... ..RIGHT1 0* 0.

.2 ............p» 0*
3 0. ■■ 0.

design
BM.WIDTH-

ULT MOM IIM-LBI

RFJACTION CLB)

bay 1 SPAN- 1S*67 
**o6 iPl.DtPTH-'" 8*00 “SLAir'tHiciC^' 

.. LT.T'JP. _ QL.ROT KT«TUP
0. bxiiyirV.............'bs^Ay.;’

2.00
LT.BOT KT.OOT

LENGTH 1/3 BARS

LENGTH 1/3 BARS
•J. EF_t.,_5.XJ RPy.P S.t.

847.
0.00 • 0.49

— ft •
-1174.

0.45 0.04 o.co Or)0.73
0.73

13.20
10.26

3.66
2.93

——............................. .
■ •

RIGHT STIRRUPb=
.0...
6*

AT
A1

• Wjl at 
AT

_DCFL«» O.AIA ALLOV;.Dtr L.*
In. i'N'r
O.AUb

Oj.
o.
I-

66~ 3 IN. (MIN* PEQ. SPACE.- ttl.727)

..... . l.A 7 -EST« 170.
3 IN. (MIN. RED. SPACt.- 19.464)

.BEAM.DESIGN BM.wiDTH*

949
0.49

ULT MOM (IN-LB) 9157b.
.Pk.REAC.T .......... ..010
LL REACTION (LO)

.!kJiCA.&T.FE.L .i.lN-2.).....
LENGTH 1/3 BARS
.L£I'lQT.Hjl./i_.fiAK5i_____
LENGTH 1/3 f'ARS 
.LEFT. . STIRRwbS:’
RIGHT STIRRUPS-

..DAY.......2 ..:SP.AN.= ..:. 11.83
4.00 HM.depth- hioo'-slAii YnTcAVi'........7ioo = .............................. ............—............................................

LT.TOP_CjLjjiOTrt.tup lt.but rt.bot
33092, 56009,

0.15 0.27

0.
6,

6.50 
3.54 
1.77' 

Al 3 
Af 3

0.00 0.00
8.2b
7.09

4TT3
2.95

• '...........‘r/;........... ........................-........................... ------------------------------------------- ----------

___ •..Dr.FL.- 0.059 ALLOW.DEFL.-

4.73 1.77
.l.N.____ 0* __AT.6 IN,____ .7... AT ,3 IN. (MIN. RED. SPACE.-
IN. 0. AT 6 ’in. 5. AT ’T'i/^'r’fMTN.’KfcoT’SPAC’Ei'
0.394 I-_______ 155. I-EST- 170.

42.242)
Yb‘4'.9b9)'

WFAM DESIGN
RM.WlDTHi

. «
ULT MOM (IN-LH) 
DL. reaction (LU.) 
LL REACTION (Lp) 
ARK A STH-L (l.\.-2)
L(;*-.GTH 1/ ? HA.iS

3 5PA»M=__
4.00 RV.JLPTH-
....... .LT-.TOP

54715.
. 7o2.

910. 
J.26

_10.92
H.ob

Ct.HOT
<*00

Ll.bUT KT.OOT

2.73

SLAB THICK.- 
RT.TUP55707. " "o.”

......... ..................... ...................................................................... .....-683.
0.27 0.00 __________________ o.f 02

IP.37 U.5A
ft
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Preseryationists
Battle Bond Issue

’’f'™'*™ Co- "'“k'ttog em. 
BARTLESVn A ®^ys the thre^story

zehs group Sting to s^e?lfp ‘constructed in
: historic Bartlesville Civic Cen ^ memorial

lion bond IssueloWM^mS Tl>e building, which once 
cipalhbrary. housed city hall, was aban-

«i?«.niS1„M-■ ^ one proposuon is^gkiS S ““ “■
votere to approve the bonds x. 
and demolition of the former ,1 said there are other 
civic center and its adjoinine ‘‘‘C'^mwn sites that could ac- 
hbrary so a new library can be oo^odate a new library with- 
built on the downtown site. having to raze the civic cen-
Uo*?Uie baiw™ d oKS

DEATHS 
and \

funerals
ToPlaceNoUcM 

call 231-3264

iOLDING ----------

March 3, I9M, Lead Hill, 
had lived in Haskell 

Member of Fnl 
B^i^Church, served on 
™ Deacon's Board for 
janv yeaa Retired retail 
“»*«maMnd retired vol- 

‘ire chief. Survived by

W5.WJ1&
ureat grand- 

Services will be 
1pm Friday, First Baptisf Church, Haskel Arrai^ 
Plants by Dowdy Funprai 
Home 91g-4B-p»

JOHNSON-----
Katherine 1C, gg c- died Wedne^v'°
IW-.She^Xn-
1900 m Arkansas. Sho 
from Tinker AFB Sb- fertisIMn. Johnson' 
yived ^ 4 sons, wi

UmI !,?

Men Shirley 
OKC; and a host of r 
childrCT and great gra' 

Warn f
Big Eisenhour Sot, 
Chapel, burial Ar 
Memory Gardens.

who want a new librarv but estimated at
they are forcing me andeverv- ^^esville U-
body else who do not want toe m ^‘‘^o^ity expects
civic center to come down to million in
vote against toe new library’be- donations, she said,
ca^e we are preservationists Jhe brad issue would be paid 
and want to save toe building ” within 10 years through in-

The city’s efforts to demolish P">I*rty
toe former civic center were u said he is seeking to 
halted in October when Mel- center listed on
tons group of 25 people col- “e National Register of Histor- 
|a^_cd 1,409 signatures on an Places. The niriahnmo u,-«

BROWN
Cltod, n, of Yukon, ified 

‘^p'*side service

bill A4ERRITT YHirnM

ftiOYER
Fred, 79. Services wiii 
Rancho Village Ej 
Church, July 27,10 a,- 

VONDEL L S/WTi-
f mortuarydW4 S. Western 43,;

NEWMAN
Barbara, 5g, OKC, s< 

Thursday, BILL A 
RITT BETHANY THit

CRUZ
Herminia Alvarado deCruz, 
^ss Item, Thu^v, uffie 
Flower Catholic Church. VONDEL L sZh

J “N mortuary*934 S. Western ^-1439
iAKINS

of Be««ny, 
d«d Wednesday. She was 

in death by her 
h|Mnd, Thomas J. Eakins 

.“JK-City and Thomas. 
Survived by daughters, Ra­
mona Eakins, Iris Engell,

Ralph, Jim, and Zack Ea­
kins; sister, Akadeline Evans; 
IS grandchildren. Graveside 

1pm Friday, Memo- 
ri^ Park Cemetery. 
lILL MERRin BETHANY

, _ r'^egisier 01 Mistor-ierted 1,409 signatures on an f The Oklahoma ffis- 
imtiative petition demanding a JP^icd Society in April, after 
citmde vote to decide toe “S^g objections from city of- 
buildmg’s fate. “cials, voted 3-1 against classi-

Melton, 63. a retired Phillips SSSSk"**”

County Grand Jury 

Setting Probe Agenda
Bv Judv Rllhlinan urill    JBy Judy Kuhlman 

Staff Writer 
■ Oklahoma County 

District Court offi­
cials said five or six 
people had asked by 
Tuesday afternoon 
for a newly empan­
eled grand jury to

will request a grand 
jury probe County 
Assessor George 
Keyes’ office.

Forrest said the 
group is asking for 
investigation of 
what it believes are 
unfair nmnp~* ■

assistant district at­
torney for District 
21, said anyone 
wanting to submit 
mformation or testi­
mony for possible 
investigation may 
fill out a request

GRIFFITH
Dana Lewis. Dana was 

.bom on December 25, Ig99, 
in Lebanon, Kansas to 
James Redbath Lewis and terah (Smith) Lewis ™ 
femiiy moved to Oklahoma 
City when Dana was four 
years old. Her father was a 
pioneer attorney. She was 
married to Waller HillmanGriffith and they M'S
Walt, born July 13, 192S

Dani) honan kasr.Dana began her profes­
sional musical career as a 
teacher, pianist and church 
organist in her teen years 
^ served as organist at the 
First Baolisf Chiirch :

SMITH
l^ndel 1^, bom Od 
1921 in Rrt Boiling Spi 
Tn., \ranl to be with tvs 
Tuesitoy, Jidy 25, 19g 
age 67. Vondel grade 
frwi Lambertville, ML 
^ in 194). buring 
high school days, he <t 
^ newspapers for the 
^.Bla* and also WOT 
fv the Electric Auto-Liti 

Following his gra 
ahon, he entered the An 
"mere he seryed in the I 
rwan Theatre during W 
with the glh Fiek) Arhlk 
Battalion. Vondel marr 
Nonna Jean Bamt July 19« in Toledo, Oh. He^ 
}« «l from the Ciidnn 
College of Embalming in li 
wt'ich. later became the Ci 
annafi (^ollege of Atortua 
Science. In March 1947, Vo 
^1bis family moved 
Oklahoma City where he N 
Mn employment with Hahi 
Cook Funeral Home. LaK 
Vondel moyed to Bartlesyti 
». wh^e he was employe 
at Neekamp Funeral Home 
and then back to Oklahom 
C^, where he worked to 
^rman Funeral Home. I 
1957, Vondel and Big Merrr 
went into business as fti 
Smith g, AAerritt Fuien 

located at 400 S.V 
28fh. Approximalelv a 
lalar, Vondel and his wfi 
Jean, Klablished the Vono 
L Smith Mortuary whk 
bas. been in operation •'
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V-; ic
(Resource Name)

7 / ciS' 7,/

(Reference Number[s])

(County) (State)

I !r I/o
(Date form, completed)

(Completed by)

STATUS: Y
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ t 3. NHL 4 TR .R MRA fi OVFR-

DEMOLISHED SIZED
7. NPS - 8 DOF -

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION
9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION.

1 Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

2. / /
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

3. / /
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)

4.

(Date Designated)

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS:
(Where found, or source of replacement)

/ /
(Date Found/Replaced)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card WASO 21 

JAN. 1986


