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MEDFORD BATHHOUSE/SWIMMING POOL

LOCATION: Guthrie and Fifth Streets, Medford, Oklahoma 040, Grant County 053

CLASSIFICATION: structure; public; public acquisition N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use recreational

OWNER: The City of Medford, Medford, OK 73759

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Grant County Courthouse, Medford, OK 73759

DESCRIPTION: good condition; altered; original site

The Medford Swimming Pool is a poured concrete rectangular (1001 x 61') pool. The 
bathhouse is a single-story, rectangular (77' x 20') structure constructed of brick laid with a 
running bond. The stepped hipped roof has an intersecting gable on the south side that extends 
over the entrance of a single door. On either side of the door are singly placed windows which 
have been filled with wood inserts. A single door rear entrance exits to the pool area. The 
window alterations have not affected the integrity of the building.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936; builder/architect: unknown

To sustain an acceptable quality of life in a small town is difficult, especially if that 
town is located on the Great Plains during seasons of drought. The purpose of the Medford 
pool and bathhouse was to improve the community's quality of life for its young people, an 
objective admirably accomplished given the heavy use of the pool during summer times over 
the last one-half century. Recreationally there is not much to do in Medford during the 
summers SccSptj to play baseball and swim. Exceptional significance*of the facility is also 
apparent in that its construction impacted the economic and social well-being of the 
community during the worst of the depression and dust bowl days of the 1930s. Wages from 
some 12,000 man-hours utilized by the project softened the financial impact of the depression 
for Medford's business community and enabled the wage earner to regain some of his pride and 
to tide himself and his family over economically until better days returned. The Medford pool 
is a symbol of the timely economic assistance provided by the WPA.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Medford, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.

UTM: 14 612490 4073975

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 90 in Rock Island Addition to 
Medford original.
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PICTURE REFERENCE: 8-a; 8-b
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 88001359-83001371 Date Listed 9/8/88

Various _______________________________________________ OK 
Property Name County State

WPA Public Buildings, Recreational Facilities and Water Quality 
Improvements in Northwestern Oklahoma, 1935-1943 TR 
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

7-
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

All of the individual resources included with this multiple 
property nomination can each be counted as one contributing 
building with the following exceptions: Medford Bathhouse and 
Swimming Pool (one contributing building and one contributing 
structure), Buffalo City Park Pavilion (one contributing 
structure), Blaine Stadium and Fieldhouse (one contributing 
building, one contributing structure), and Woodward Crystal Beach 
Park (one contributing building, two contributing structures). 
This is consistent with the total multiple property resource 
count of 12 contributing buildings and 5 contributing structures 
listed in the nomination cover form. This information was 
confirmed with Melvena Heisch, Oklahoma Deputy SHPO, during a 
9/8/88 telephone conversation.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


