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The AsaWaters Mansion is located onthecorner of El mand School Streetsi n
Millbury. The 1%acres of property arewell |andscaped with tall shade treesand
shrubbery though theoriginal formal gardens have not been maintained. The

i mmedi ately surrounding town center area i smxed comercial andresidential
structures.

The buildingwas allegedly designed by a M.Bryant of Boston andconstructed by
Captain Louis Bigelow of Wrcester from 1826-29. Thehouse was built and finished
with thefinest of materials: hard pine from t he South, punpkin pine from Mine,
nmahogany from Central America, marble from Italy, and brick from Baltimore. Al |
the wood carving was done by hand. Wen t hestructure was conpleted, i t was
considered oneof thestateliest houses i n Wrcester County.

[t i sa Federal style buildingwith Georgian Revival details. The square symme-
trical three story mansion has a two story L-shaped, ridge roof el | attachedt o
the rear (south) elevation. Thebuildingl ssheathed i nhard pine clapboards

and has a stone andgranite foundation. Thehip roof with onechinmmey has a

bal ustrade delicately ornamented by altemating circular design screens and groups
of turned balusters. Fenestration onthefirst twostoriesi s6/6. Trueto
Federal tradition, the windows becone gradually smaller from thefirst storyup.
The third story has six light windows. Thew ndows are framed by louvered shutters.
Paired two story Corinthian pilasters at thecorners of the building support a
full Corinthian entablature ontheeast and west elevations. On thenorth facade,
the entablature i s broken andonly thecornice continues across thecenter bays.
The cornice isolates thethird story from t heother two.

The 5 bay wi de facade faces north toward El mStreet. |t i sdivided into three
sections by theCorinthian pilasters previously described. Thecenter sectioni s
conposed of a porch flanked by a window oneither side. Theonestory porch with
full Corinthian entablature i stopped by a flat roof with balustrade. The balus-
trade has a fret band railing supported by turned balusters. Three granite steps
lead tothefive panel wooden door. The door i sframed by |eaded glass side lights
with a panel bel ow and headed by a | eaded glass transom The eastern and western
end bays of thefacade aredefined by fluted Corinthian pilasters supporting a
wi de nolded frieze. These twoend bays each contain a first story window with

wi de nol ded cornice and bracketed hood. Directly above onthesecond story i s a
garland relief motif.

The five bay deep east elevation i sdomnated by a twostory, ight colum Corinthian
portico with full entablature andshed roof. Three central granite steps leadt oo
the entrance. Thewooden door i sflanked by sidelights with a nolded panel bel ow
and i sheaded by a sem -circular fanlight. Fluted Corinthian pilasters give riseto
the arch, which i sornamented by reeding. Thedoorway i sflanked by two w ndows on
either side. These wi ndows have nol ded cornices and bracketed hoods |ike those on
the first story facade. Thesecond andthird story windows arethesame as their
counterparts on the facade.
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The exterior remains unaltered. The Mansion and property arecurrently under-
goi ng Community Devel opment restoration. The exterior plans include replacing
the roof shingles, painting, repairing wi ndows and wooden shutters, replacing
gutters and downspouts, leveling thegranite beneath t hecolums, and repairing
colums. Interiorwork will Include plastering and painting ceilings, installa-
tion of toilet facilities on thefirst floor, relocating a corridor, revanping
the kitchen, conversion of a bedroomtooffice space, installation of ranps,
handrails and additional wiring. The original entrance hall chandelier will

be reinstalled. A small parking | ot i stobe constructed at therear of the
building with a driveway of f of School Street, east of theproperty, and another
coming fromthe Municipal officebuilding located south of the property.

There ar ea separate garage and stone cistern on theproperty. The Mansioni s
owned by thetown andwill house a nunber of Millbury Conmittee and Conm ssion
offices, meetingroons, and a library. The third floor will be t he Town of
Millbury Miseum
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The Asa Waters Mansion i sarchitecturally significant as thefinest Federal style
house i n M Ilbury. The lavishly designed building was constructedwith the best

quality materials available, which were brought t oM |lbury by wagon i n 1826-29.

The Mansion i s historically significant for its association with AsaWaters ||,

a promnent arns manufacturer andleading citizen. Waters served i nthe General

Court andwas a local philanthropist.

Asa Waters || was born i nSutton i n1769. Qun making had been a Waters famly
trade for several generations, and Asa developed theskill with ingenuity. He
introduced various inmprovenents which contributed t othegrowth of t hebusiness.
He held several patents, one of which was issued for thetumi ng of gun barrels
in alathe. - ,

The first US Governnent contract for theproductionof guns i nMlbury was
dated September 8, 1808. | tcalled for thedelivery of 1,000 stands of arms,

i.e. a nmusket and bayonet conplete. Such contracts were inade with Asa Waters f or
a period of five years. The contracts continued for 37 years following, assuring
steady work t oa body of skilled nmechanics, and adding tothetow's prosperity.
Asa Waters' guns arecollectors' items today.

Asa Waters was t hefounder and first president of the M Ilbury Bank. He becane
a representative totheState Government i n1823. He was one of thelargest |and
owners i nthecounty and gave t hetown [and near his house for an Acadeny.

Many prom nent guests were entertained at t heMansion including Daniel Webster,
Henry Clay, President Taft, andAlexander QG ahamBell. Agassiz and other fanous
speakers of t he New England LyceumlLecture series also visited thehouse.

The Mansion was purchased by thetown i n1976 and i scurrently undergoing
restoration/renovation work for useas a tow office building. ,
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