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The Centre covered bridge consists of a single span supported
by two flanking timber Paddleford trusses; an outside walkway
is attached to the east side of the bridge. The bridge has
been moved from its original site and no longer carries vehic-
ular traffic. A small rectangular wood frame office has been
built inside the south portal, independent of the bridge struc-
ture. The bridge rests on temporary abutments built of concretd

The Centre bridge is 118 feet long at floor level. The gable
ends project five feet beyond the floor at each portal. The
bridge is 20 feet wide and has a 17.5-foot roadway; the outside
walkway is. 4.5 feet wide. The wood floor consists of. planks
laid flat and parallel to the trusses. : o

On the exterior, the heavy timbers pegged and bolted together
to form the trusses (and side walls) of the bridge are sheathed
on the lower east wall and walkway with flush boards hung verti-
cally. The boards reach only about five feet from the floor;
the wall and walkway are open above that height, revealing the
structural members. The west wall currently lacks sheathing
although nailing strips still attached to the truss members
suggest former sheathing on the lower part.

The gable ends are sheathed with clapboards hung horizontally
and painted red with white trim. The portal openings and eaves
are framed with semi-elliptical arches . (three at each end of theg

metal sheeting. There are extraordinarily wide overhangs. at thg
eaves to protect the exposed trusswork below.

bridge). The medium-pitch gable roof is covered with corrugated
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Centre covered bridge is the 10ngest brldge supported by
timber Paddleford trusses in Vermont, and one of only three
bridges of that truss type to survive in the state. The bridge
has an outside walkway, a feature of only five other covered
bridges in the state. 1In 1960, the bridge was moved from its
original site across the Passumpsic River between Lyndonville
and Lyndon Centre to allow for construction of a new bridge
better suited to current traffic. The bridge now crosses the
same river about one mile upstream from its original site.

The Centre bridge displays marked architectural similarity to
the four other covered bridges in the town of Lyndon and a
bridge in the adjoining town of Danville. Generally the
bridges have open upper walls, extended eaves, projecting gable
ends, and portals framed either with diagonal upper corners or
arches, each complemented by similar forms under the eaves.
These characterlstlcs identify the most. dlstlnctlve regional
de51gn among the covered bridges in Vermont.

The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.l Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered
until recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion,
intensive commercial development, and physical neglect are
changing drastically the historic environment and threatening
the covered bridges. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites,
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition and protection of
the National Register to the majority of the surviving covered
bridges, including the Centre covered bridge.
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1. R. S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957, p. 50. -
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