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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Midland Packing Ctnpany plant, opened in January 1920, is located on the flats 
^st of the Floyd River , on the southern edge of Sioux City.
This area has since 1880 been the locus of the meat packing industry in the city, 
with most of the major plants and the stockyards centered here. The Midland plant 
is sitLated on Leech Avenue, with an abandoned channel to the east, US Highway 20 
and extensive ail yards to the north. The area is very open, with many vacant 
areas interspersed with assorted industrial and ocnmercial ocaiplexes.

The Midland plant is approximately 240' east-west, 330' north-south, and about 
90' hi^. The main part of the plant has 6 floors plus basement, vhile sections 
to the northeast and south have five floors. At the north end is a five-floor 
rendering plant, with holding pens, enclosed in a one-story structure of more 
recent vintage, beyond.

Exterior walls of the packing plant are reinforced concrete with cork insulation . 
faced with red or buff brick. Interior walls and floors are of the same materials 
and the large rooms have ceilings SL^jported 1:^ thick, concrete pillars. Decoration 
is confined largely to the south (Leech St.) and west facades, and consists of 
flat bricS’^f^S with molded concrete detail. The south end of the plant, vfeLch 
suffered a major explosion in 1949, was rebuilt using red (rather than buff) brick. 
Windows (many now filled in) are groiped in threes between brick piers.

The plant was operated by Swift and (jonpany frcm 1924 bo 1974. When purchased 
by the present owner, much of the equipment and machinery (continually Lpdated 
over the years) was left in the building. These elements have been incorporated 
into various decorative schemes as part of the rdiabilitation of the plant to house 
specialty shops and other businesses. The boiler and machine rooms, vMch contain 
some equipment from the-early days of the plant, are intact, as are the fifth and 
sixth floors, vdiich are presently vacant.

The packing plant vias arranged on a "gravity flow" principle, with the processes 
beginning at the top and becoming more specialized toward the basement. The packing 
process began on the fifth floor, below a large hog cooler on the sixth. Livestock 
entered the northeast comer, directly onto the killing floor across the north end 
of the plant. The carcasses were then hung in large coolers to the south of the 
killing floor. On the fourth floor was the pork cutting area, tank area, and freezer.

See continuation sheet
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'lhe Midland Packing Canpany plant, opened in January 1920, is located on the flats 
west of the Fioyd River , on the southern edge of Sioux City. 
'!his area has since 1880 been the locus of the neat packing industry in the city, 
with rrost of the major plants and the stockyards centered here. 'lhe Midland plant 
is situated on Leech Avenue, with an abandoned channel to the east, US Highway 20 
and extensive :iai l yards to the oorth. 'lhe area is very open, with nany vacant 
areas interspersed with assorted industrial and c:x::nm:rrcial carplexes. 

'lhe Midland plant is approximately 240' east-west, 330' oorth-south, and about 
90' high. The main part of the plant has 6 floors plus basement, 'While sections 
to the oortheast and south have five floors. At the oorth end is a five-floor 
rendering plant, with holding pens, enclosed in a one-story structure of rrore 
recent vintage, beyond. 

Exterior walls of the packing plant are reinforced concrete with cork insulation. 
faced with red or buff brick. Interior walls and floors are of the sam: materials 
and the large roans have ceilings supported by thick, concrete pillars. Decoration 
is confined !~ely to the south (Leech St.) and west facades, and consists of 
flat bric~~ with rrolded concrete detail. The south end of the plant, 'Which 
suffered a major explosion in 1949, was rebuilt using red (rather than buff) brick. 
Windows (nany DDfl filled in) are grouped in threes between brick piers. 

'lhe plant was operated by Swift and Corrpany from 1924 to 1974. When purchased 
by the present CMner, much of the equiµrent and machinery (continually updated 
over the years) was left in the building. 'lhese elements have been incorp:>rated 
into vari.ous decorative schemes as part of the rehabilitation of the plant to house 
specialty shops and other businesses. The boiler and machine roans, 'Which contain 
sarre equipnent from-the --early days of the plant, are intact, as are the fifth and 
sixth floo:r:s, 'Which are presently vacant. 

'lhe packing plant was arranged on a "gravity flow" principle, with the processes 
beginning at the top and becaning rrore specialized toward · the basement. 'Ihe packing 
process began on the fifth floor, below a large hog cooler on the sixth. Livestock 
entered the oortheast corner, directly onto the killing floor across the oorth end 
of the plant. 'Ihe carcasses were then hung in large coolers to the south of the 
killing floor. On the fourth floor was the :pork cutting area, tank area, and freezer. 

See continuation sheet 
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At third floor level, operations became more varied; pork cuts were trinmed 
here, and there were salt roans, an "oleo roan" and again nore freezer space.
The second floor was occupied by freezers, pork belly grading roan, lard 
tanks and the refregeration plant for the beef cooler on the floor below. The 
first floor was largely a beef operation; cutting roans, coolers and lard 
tanks were located here, along with a beef loading dock on the west side of
the plant. The basement contained a hide cellar, brine tanks, and area for qradina 
hams. ^ ^

The operations discussed above occupied the greater part of the plant. The southern­
most section (vdiich on the exterior is indicated by red brick and extensive window 
area) was used for the production of processed meats, such as sausages and bacon. 
Sausage initially prepared on the fift±i floor of this section, with cooler 
a^ packing area on the floor below. Bacon was cut and stored with hams on the 
third floor. The second floor contained smokehoixses and lard refinery area. The 
meats were assembled and packaged on the first floor, and ranoved via a loadincr 
dock on the east end.
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At third floor level, operations becarre nore varied: pork cuts were trirrmed 
here, and there were salt rooms, an "oleo room" and again nore freezer space. 
The second floor was occupied by freezers, pork belly grading room, lard 
tanks and the refregeration plant for the beef cooler on the floor below. The 
first floor was largely a beef operation: cutting rooms, coolers and lard 
tanks were located here, along with a beef loading dock on the west side of 
the plant. The basement cxmtained a hide cellar, brine tanks, and area for grading 
hams. 

The operations discussed above occupied the greater part of the plant. The southern­
nost section (which on the exterior is indicated by red brick and extensive window 
area) was used for the production of processed meats, such as sausages and bacon. 
Sausage was initially prepared on the fifth floor of this section, with cooler 
and packing area on the floor below. Bacon was cut and stored with hams on the 
third floor. The second floor contained srrokehouses and lard refinery area. The 
meats were assembled and packaged on the first floor, and raroved via a loading 
dock on the east end. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Midland Packing Company plant is associated with an interesting chapter in the 
history of meat packing in Sioux City and in Iowa. Its construction was one of 
a series of speculative·-- and essentially fraudulent -- ventures in meat packing 
which occurred in Iowa during the years 1917-1925, and involved nearly $15 million. 
h7hen the "bubble" burst, the Midland plant was acquired by Swift & Co. of Chicago, 
whose presence in Sioux City after 1924 ensured that city1 s national preeminence 
as a meat packing center. 

The "packing house boom" of 1917-1925 was a national phenane.non arising fran a 
combination of greed on the part of investors and speculators, and certain beliefs 
widely held by the general public at that time. The entry of the U.S. in World 
War I created a huge rrarket for meat products, resulting in apparently unlimited 
opportunity for profit. It appeared to many people that rrost of these profits 
accrued to the "meat trust" -- big Chicago packers such as Amour and Swift --
who took advantage of their near-rronopoly to establish artifically high prices 
for their products. Another factor, unrelated to meat packing, was that the market 
in Liberty Bonds declinea during 1919, encouraging rnany people.tb·seek rix:)re lucrative 
investments. (McCarty, pp. 76-78). Speculators seized upon this combination of 
circumstances, and the results were a series of packing•house ventures, four of 
which were located in Iowa. These ventures were much alike: plans for an indepen­
dent packing company were drawn up and shares of stock sold to unwary investors 
responding to the opportunity to rrake a profit and at the same time undercut the 
"meat trust". A great deal of rroney changed hands, but little of it ever returned 
to stockholders, instead being siphoned off by "company officials" and assorted 
politicians. 

The Corn Belt Packing Company in Dubuque was the rrost "successful", in that it 
actually operated for three years before investors forced its close. The plant 
was housed in the old Dubuque Brewing and Mal ting Co. buildings. The Farmers' 
Mutual Packing Company, in Muscatine, was less substantial: it consisted of 
a fonner lurriber company property with a new name .on the office door. Still rrore 
ephemeral was the Associated Packing Company plant in Des Moines, which never 
grew beyond the purchase of a second-hand hog-scraping machine. 

The Midland venture was different from these in that a new plant was built and 
put into operation -- although only for a few rronths. The corrpany was incorporated 
in 1918 and the plant -- reputed to have cost $3 million -- opened in January 1920. 
It closed the following May, amid stockholders' suits and petitions from the state 
Attorney General asking the courts to put the plant in receivership. However, a 
plant so new would not long remain idle. In 1924 it reopened, having been acquired 

See continuation sheet 
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by Swift & Co., vdiich operated the plant until 1974.

The coming of Swift represented a climax in the history of Sioux City meat 
packing, v^ich had been building since the turn of the century. Hie industry 
did not develop in Sioux City until the early 1870's, and for twenty years 
th^eafter was dominated by local, independent firms. The first of the 
Chicago packers — Cudahy — came in 1892. A tradition of sorts was thereby 
established: Cudahy and the other national firms (Armour and Swift) moved
into existing plants, thus avoi^ding an immediate capital outlay. Amour 
& Co. opened in Sioux City in 1901, thereby establishing the city as "the 
leading packing center in Iowa, and one of the important centers in the 
nation" (McCarty, p. 64). In subsequent years, rumors of a third "big" 
backer in Sioux City were rife, but they were not realized until the coming 
of Swift to the Midland plant in 1924. with three major packers located in 
Sioux City, the city became Iowa's largest packing center, and one of the 
itost prominent in the nation. Today, the Midland-Swift plant is the only 
one of the original facilities remaining from these important early 20th- 
century decades.

r 
I 

Form No. 10-JOOa 
(Hev. 10- 74) 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF lilSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Midland Packing Corrpany, Sioux City, Wx>dbury County, Iowa 
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 

by swift & Co. , which operated the plant until 197 4. 

The coming of swift represented a climax in the history of Sioux City meat 
packing, which had been building since the turn of the century. The industry 
did not develop in Sioux City until the early 1870's, and for twenty years 
thereafter was dominated by local, independent finns. The first of the 
Chicago packers -- CUdahy -- came in 1892. A tradition of sorts was thereby 
established: CUdahy and the other national finns (Amour and swift) rroved 
into existing plants, thus avo.i;[ding an imrediate capital outlay. Amour 
& Co. opened in Sioux City in 1901, thereby establishing the city as "the 
leading packing center in Iowa, and one of the important centers in the 
nation" (McCarty, p. 64). In subsequent years, rurrors of a third "big" 
backer in Sioux City were rife, but they were not realized until the caning 
of swift to the Midland plant in 1924. With three major packers located in 

Sioux City, the city becarre Iowa'· s largest packing center, and one of the 
rrnst praninent in the nation. Today, the Midland-Swift plant is the only 
one of the original facilities ranaining fran these important early 20th­
century decades. 
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Sioux City, Woodbury Co., Iowa 
Credit: Charles E. Porter 
Date: c. 1974 r~ i,, Gd 1978 
Neg. at: Porter, Sioux , City IA 
View: 2nd floor, north ehd, re-
frigeration units (bef;re remo-
del 1 ing) JAN 2 9 
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Midland Packing Company #°~~S:' • 
Sioux City, Woodbu r y Co., Iowa 
Credit: Charles E. Porter 
Date : c. 1974 
Neg. at: Porter, Sioux City IA 
View: beef hanging cooler s, 
first floor (presently vacant) 
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Midland Packing Company :ff~H . ~ 
Sioux City, Woodbury Co.,lowa V ~ 
Credit: Charles E. Porter 
Neg. at: Porter, Sioux City, IA 
Date: Apri 1 1978 
View: from southwest 
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Mid 1 and Packing Company .:Jf 1/o5--S 
Sioux City, Woodbury Co., Iowa 
Credit: Calvin Stickel 
Neg. at: Tri-State Photo, Le Mars 
Iowa Date: May 1977 
View: aerial, looking WNW 
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• -Midland Packing Company ;fr,S:,~~ !)_ 
Sioux City, Woodbury Co., Iowa 
Credit: Calvin Stickel 
Neg. at: Tri-State Phoho, LeMars 

Iowa 
Date: March J97~ lJV ~{) ~/8 
View: aerial, looking east 
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DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 20 November 1978

Dr. William J. Mirtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

ItECEWED

Subject: Midland Packing Company

Sioux City, Woodbury Co., Iowa

Sir:
The property listed above has received approval from Iowa's National 
Register Nominations Review Committee, and is now submitted to your 
office for consideration for the National Register of Historic Places, 
Procedures used by this office to meet requirements pertaining to 
public notification and comment have been approved by, and are on 
file in, your office.

Sincerely,

Lan D. Anderson 
State Historic Preservation Officer

26 EAST MARKET STREET . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52240
TELEPHONE (319) 3 5 3-4186/353-6949

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

Date: 20 November 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

\ 

m:ttMD 

I~ 0 V : , j'.j, t / 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Subject: Midland Packing Company 

Sioux City, Woodbury Co., Iowa 

Sir: 

The property listed above has received approval from Iowa's National 
Register Nominations Review Connnittee, and is now submitted to your 
office for consideration for the National Register of Historic Places. 
Procedures used by this office to meet requirements pertaining to 
public notification and corrment have been approved by, and are on 
file in, your office. 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

26 EAST MARKET STREET • IOWA CITY. IOWA 52240 

TELEPHONE (319) 333-4186/3!3:S-6949 
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PAPER & SOPPLiCO.
Of SIOOX CITY, IflWIUlIC:

SIXTH AND FlOYD BOULEVARD / SIOUX aTY, IOWA 51101 / PHONES: AREA CODE (712) 255-3589-255-3580

Deoember 12, 1978

KIMBEhLY CLARK CO. 
DIcposabla Industrial Products

OeOROIA PACIFIC CORP. 
Industrial Towsis A Tissus

RUBBERMAID CORP.
Industrial A Commercial Producla

SPARTAN CHEMICAL CO. 
Industrial A Sanitation Supplies 
A Chemicals

WESTAB MEAD CORP..
School Supplies A Stationary

ID Station 
Stookyarfs 
SiotDc City, Iona,

Attiki Mr, Kemlt Lowiy

Dear Mr. Lowry*

Copy

BROWN COMPANY 
Locker Paper 
Waxed Papers

HUDSON PULP A PAPER CORP. 
Kraft Bags
Orange Core Gummed Tape

MINNESOTA MINING A MFG. CO. 
Scotch Tape
Scotch Brite Commercial Products

LILY TULIP CUP CORP.
Paper Cups A Containers Plasticwara

WHITE MOP EQUIPMENT CO.

COLGATE PALMOLIVE SOAPS

PROCTOR A GAMBLE PRODUCTS

N-L CLEANERS AND VANSIOL 
PRODUCTS
PERT TOILET TISSUE A TOWELS

PROFESSIONAL FLOOR 
MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

WESPACO BRAND

We note by news iten that your efforts In providing our 
entire area with a reTjtallzed landmark such as your KD 
Station J.S drawing national attention. ------ -

May we bo on record that we substantiate the feelings 
of our entire city that the KD Station has given thousands 
of people a ohanoe to Bake onoe again a nostal#lo view of 
the paste Also, you have given an added eoononlo boost by 
the presenoe of many jobs to otur oity.

We know we join in wishing ydu the best of luck in helping 
you to establish KD Station as a permanent landmark.

Tours truly,
PAPEi A^PLT COMPAHY

PttESIDElRT

ML/c

Afm.
S0.DAK, i

■----------------------

■7

WESPACO
BRAND

DISTRIBUTORS OF COMPLETE INDUSTRIAL AND MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES - PAPER PRODUCTS - TVV/N s
JANITOR SUPPLIES - SPECIALTIES

SIXTH AND FLOYD BOULEVARD / SIOUX CtTY, IOWA S1101 / PHONES: ARF.A CODE (712) 255-3589-255-3580 

Deoember 12, 1978 

KIMIIEJIILY CLARK CO. 
Dlapo1allle Industrial Producta 

GEORGIA PACIFIC CORP. 
lnduatrial Towel• " Tl .. ue 

RU99ERMAID CORP. 
lhduatrial & commercial Product, 

SPARTAN CHEMICAL CO. 
lnduetrlal & Sanitation Suppllee 
& Chemloala 

Wl!STAB MEAD CORP •• 
School Suppllea & Stationary 

BROWN COMPANY 
LOc:ker Papet' 
Waxed Paper■ 

HUDSON PULP .. PAPER CORP. 
Kraft Baa• 
orange core Gummed Tape 

MINMESOTA MINING & MFG. CO. 
Scotch Tapa 
Scotch Brite Commercial Product. 

LILY TULIP CUP CORP. 
Paper Cup, .. Container• 
Plaatlcware 

WHITE MOP EQUIPMENT CO. 

COLGATI! PALMOLIVE SOAPS 

PROCTOR & OAM~LE PRODUCTS 

N•L CLEANERS AND VANSIOL 
PRODUCTS 

n Station 
Stockyertta 
Sioux City, Iowa~ 

DeA r Jlr. Lowry• 

We note by news ite■ that 1our errorta in -providing our 
entire &NA ri th a Tnttalized landmark auch ea 1ous_ D _ 
StationJa drAwing national attention. 

L1 we be on record that we nbstantia te the feelings 
ot our entire oit,. that the KD Station has given thousands 
of people a ohanoe to •ke onoe again a nostaltio view or 
the peat. Also, you haTe given an added eoonomio boost by 
the presence or •ny jobs to our oity. 

We know we join in wishing ytu the best or luck in helping 
1ou to eatRblish KD Station as a pel"llll!lnent l.8ndmark. 

Yours truly, 

:ZPAP 

PrtESIDffl 

PERT TOILET TISSUE & TOWELS 11.L/o 

PRO,-ESSIONAL FLOOR 
MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT 

WESPACO BRAND 

WESPACO 
BRAND 

DISTRIBUTORS OF COMPLm INDUSTRIAL AND MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES. PAPEP. rRODUCTS. T\V /,'ll .; :, 
JANITOR SUPPLIES - SPECIALTfES 
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^-6^ O- >\A^CLi<,«^ 
otfCc^joo 'i at o^ t.c*Ao

iber 13, 191978

Mrs. Edward F. Samore _ 
712 Thirty Second Street :.„ 

Sioux City 4, Iowa
fAtm

a«KD Stockyards Station, the former 
Swift packing plant, has been 
nominated for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Announcement of the nomination was 
made in Washington, D. C. K-D 
Stockyards Station is one of sites in 14^^vuvnjrmua oiaiion IS One 01 sites in 14 Jj; states so nominated. Listing can mean 

I federal tax breaks and In some cases 
® g assistance in maintenance and restora- 

tion of the site. Persons interested in 
commenting on the nomination may 
write, until 29 Inj ^ write, until Dec. 22, to the Keeper of the 

g National Register, office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation, Department 
ofthe Interior, Washington, D.C. 20402.

1 ’ J ^ Stockyards Station, founded by
g Kermit Lohry, is a shopping center

! T-=» g located in the former Swift packing

M I; 4 j Lohry expressed great pleasure
Slo i :::• Tuesday night at the news that the K-D
3 g Stockyards Station has been nominated

g for inclusion in the National Register,
« and feels hopeful that the nomination

^ wiU be confirmed in the near future, 
y application that K-D be included
Q Jj: in the register was fillei nt by his

daughter, Cathie, and sent i > Iowa ' 
li; State Historical Society, as sue ^tate 

societies are required to make the 
nominations to the National Register. 
After a hearing last October, the state 

.y, society approved the application and
g forwarded it to the NaUonal Register in

Washington. Lohry said that he is' 
hopeful that the decision to Include K D

>ric site
in the National Register will be made;in 
the near future and he expects it wilfbe 
favorable.

“A representative of the fedwal 
General Services Administration was 
in Sioux City Tuesday,” said Lohry, 
“and said that the national government 
is stipulating expressly that it prefers 
that old building be restored, rather 
than that they be destroyed, not only for 
energy conservation reasons but for 
historic reasons as well. As a result, the 
government is giving incentives, such 
as grants, so that people can recycle old 
buildings.

“We feel that we have macte a lot of 
strides with K-D, and already have 
proved the principle that an older 
building can be used successfully. ” 

Lohry’s daughter, Cathie, said Tues­
day night that probabiy a number of 
supportive letters fot the K-D applica­
tion will be sent by Sioux Cityans to 
Washington by the Dec. 22 deadline.

K-D Stockyards Station was one ofR-D Stockyards Station was one of 
two sites nominated for inclusicm in the i 
National Register, according to the 
Tuesday news release from 
Washington. The other one is the C. H. 
Whit^ad House at Marshalltown,
Iowa.

Two other Sioux City sites have been 
named to the National Register of 
Historic Places. They are the Floyd 
Monument and the Central High School 
“Castle on the Hill” building. I
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Wl»(\ l^d 'T&-Ck<A«q fo. (Su,h54 cikKd
Co . ^a<.k.m.C\ VlcuJ O oj 1 ^

Williams & Company

CevURed Pabkc Accountanis

December 14, 1978

7U Douolas St., P. O. Box 3226 
Sioux City, Iowa 51102 

Area Code 712,252- 404l

129 First St, N. W.. P. O. Box 634. 
Lb Mars, Iowa sio31 

Area Code 712,546*7801

916 Iowa Avb., P. O. Box 220 
Omawa, Iowa 51040 

Area Code 712,423*2616

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402

Re: K-D Stockyards Station
Sioux City, Iowa

Dear Sirs:

I read in the Sioux City Journal of December 13, 1978, 
that the K-D Stockyards Station, the former Swift Packing Plant, 
has been nominated for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places. I have been a resident of Sioux City, Iowa, for 
56 years and I encourage you to favorably consider this nomination 
in order to preserve our heritage in the agricultural industry for 
which the midwest is known.

Mr. Kermit Lohry, on an individual basis, has already 
done much to preserve this heritage and any encouragement that he 
could receive through the Department of Interior would be greatly 
appreciated by many of us in this area.

Yours JtrulVj,

R. V. Williams

RVW:mn

Post Office Box 3226 
Sioux City, Iowa 51102

WILLIAMS & COMPANY 

Cer:-tifi.ed Puhlic :"1ccou.ntants 

711 DouoL.As ST., P. 0 . B ox 3226 
S ioux C t TY, lowA !5110 2 

ARE.A C ODE 712, 2!52 · 4 041 

December 14, 1978 
129 FIRST ST. N . W .. P. 0 . Box 634 

LE M ARS, IOWA ~ 1031 
AREA C ODB 71.2 , M6-7801 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402 

Dear Sirs: 

9 16 JowA AVE., P. 0 . Box 220 

ONAWA, ]OW.A !51040 

AREA CODB 712 , 423-26 16 

Re: K-D Stockyards Station 
Sioux City, Iowa 

I read in the Sioux City Journal of December 13, 1978, 
that the J -D Stockyard~ _fil.W.Q.11 , the former Swift Packing Plant, 
has been nominate d for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places. I have been a resident of Sioux City, Iowa, for 
56 years and I encourage you to favorably consider this nomination 
in order to preserve our heritage in the agricultural industry for 
which the midwest is known. 

Mr. Kermit Lohry, on an individual basis, has already 
done much to preserve this heritage and any encouragement that he 
could receive through the Department of Interior would be greatly 
appreciated by· many of us in this area. 

RVW:mn 

Post Office Box 3226 
Sioux City, Iowa 51102 

R. V. Williams 
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December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register
Office of Archeology & Histofic Preservation
Department of the Interior
VJashington, D. C. 20402

Dear Sir:

In my opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux 
City, Iowa, should De in the National iregister 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and 
entertainment for all age groups as well as being 
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it upon himself alone to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is.

Sincerely
'71------ ■

. 
. . 

• 

December 15, 1978 

Ke epe r of the Nation~l Re9iste r 
Off ice of Archeology & Histof-ic Preservation 
Depa rtment of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20402 ◄ 

Dear Sir: 

In my opinion the K-D Stockyards St ation in Sioux 
City, Iow<1, should be in the National R'"eg ister 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and 
entertainment for all age groups a s well as being 
original on the p a rt of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it u pon himsel f a l one to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is. 

Sincerely, 

,. 



December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register
Office of Archeology & Histofic Preservation
Department of the Interior
VJashington, D, C. 20402

Dear Sir:

In ray opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux 
City, Iowa, should be in the National Register 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and 
entertainraent for all age groups as well as being 
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it upon himself alone to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is.

Sincerely,

•^'5V , aK ^ •>'f VvA,nr‘'

\ 

• 

December 15, 1978 

Ke e pe r of the Nation ~l Re9iste r 
Off ice of ,"'\rchcolog y & Histofic Preservation 
Depa rtme nt of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20402 ~ 

Dec1r Sir: 

In my opinion the K-D Stockyards St ation in Sioux 
City, Iow;1, should be in the Nation a l Register 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and 
entertainment for a ll ilg e groups a s well a s ~eing 
original on the p il rt of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it upon hims e lf a lon e to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is. 

I 
/ 

Sincerely, - ~4a~~ 

,. 



Pooilu;^ 9Uu*4y

rt. L ^ f W ~i-'
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R£C£iPlS3R- December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402—

Dear Sir:

In ray opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux 
City, Iowa, should be in the National Register 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyraent and 
entertainraent for all age groups as well as being 
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it upon himself alone to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is.

Sincerely,

Qf.C l ~ \2 53 fl\ \51S 

RECE\PlSJ,R. December 15, 1978 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20402 

'J...O;._'fO 

Dear S'ir: 

In my opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux 
City, Iowa, should be in the National Register 
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and 
entertainment for all age groups as well as being 
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he 
took it upon himself alone to restore this old 
packing plant into the unique establishment that 
it is. 

Sincerely, 
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December 18, 1978 
Sioux City, Iowa

Dear Sirs:

I am pleased to learn that the KD Stockyards Station in Sioux 

City has been nominated for inclusion in the National Register of 

Historic Places. The Stockyards Station has been a most popular 

visitation spot, not only for us local citizens, but also numerous 

out of town visitors have toured the facilities.

And, since agriculture, livestock production, and related businesses 

are a great' part of our heritage in this part of the nation, I believe 

the preservation of the old Swift packing plant, the KD Stockyards 

Station, would be a positive step. I am hopeful that the nomination 

will be confirmed in the future. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours.

Jim Rodenburg 
3008 S. Cornelia 
Sioux -City, Iowa 51106

Dear Sirs: 

December 18, 1978 
Sioux City, Iowa 

I am pleased to learn that the KD Stockyards Station in Sioux 

City has been nominated for inclusion in the National Regtster of 

Historic Places. The Stockyards Station has been a most popular 

visitation spot, not only for us local citizens, but also numerous 

out of town visitors have toured the facilities. 

And, since agriculture, livestock production, and related businesses 

are a great· part of our heritage in this part of the nation, I believe 

the preservation of the old Swift packing plant, the KD Stockyards 

Station, would be a positive step. I am hopeful that the nomination 

will be confirmed in the future. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

~tr\ O(c~,J;w•v 
Jim Rodenburg 
3008 s. Cornelia 
Sioux leity, Iowa 51106 
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SYDNEY D. BERGEN, D. P. M. 

RANDALL P. BERGEN, D. P. M. 

DONALD J. ARENSON, D. P. M.

PODIATRIC MEDICINE

Suite 714 • Frances Building • Sioux City, Iowa 51 loi 
PHONE 255-3526

DeceoBber 18, 1978

National Register 
Oepartaent of Interior 
Wellington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I m writing you in regards to inclusion of K. D. 
Stodgrard Station into the National Register of HLstorio 
Places*

I whole heartdly recoanend this appointnent be 
approTed for many reasons. One as a conservation masure, 
tso, the historic significance it has in the agricultural 
developnent of this county, thirdly, the siq>erb job 
Mr. Kezwdt Lohy has done in restoration of the building, 
salvaging the original internal decore.

Again ny fullest endorseaent for J[,
Station to place upon the Naticma ^gister^
Places. '

Dr. Randa

SYDNEY D. BERGEN, D . P. M . 

RANDALL P. BERGEN, D. P. M . 

DONALD J . ARENSON, D . P . M . 

National Register 
Departaent of Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

PODIATRIC MEDICINE 

5UITE714 • FRAN C ESBUILDING • 5IOUXCITY , IOWA51101 

PHONE 255-3526 

Deceaber 16, 1976 

I am writing y-ou in regards to inclusion of K. D. 
Stoclqard Station into the National Register .t Historic 
Places. 

I whole heartdl.7 recomend this appointaeat be 
approTed for many reasons. Olle as a conservati•• aeasure, 
two, the historic significance it has in the agricultui:al 
deTelopment of this cowity, thirdly, the superb job 
Mr. Ke:rait Lohy has done in restoration of the building, 
salvaging the original internal decore. 

Again ray fullest endorseaent .tor }C.--u.. ~~~~~----­
Station to place upon the Nationa )e"iiste 
Places. .,. 
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CASTLE ON THE HILL ASSOCIATION
A Non-Profit Corporation
P.O. Box 1776
SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51102

December 18, 1978

The Ca.stle on the Hill

Keeper of the Hational Register
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20li02

There is a strong core of people in Sioux City 
very interested in preserving its heritage* The 
Castle on the Hill is one exan^ile of Sioux City's 
interest in reusing its old buildings.

We appreciate the advantage of being placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and ask 
that you consider favorably the application of 
K-D Stockyards Station to be placed on the National 
Register.

. -· .. 

CASTLE ON THE HILL ASSOCIATION 

A Non-Profit Corporation 

P.O. Box 1776 
SIOUX CITY, IOWA S1102 

.December 18, 1978 

- --........ .__- ~ : - , _ -;:::_:.;.~--- _ _:._--:-
- - - - r!' . ,1 

" T'he Ca. s t ( e on the Hi/ I " 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402 

There is a strong core of people in Sioux City 
very interested in preserving its heritage. The 
Castle on the Hill is one example of Sioux City's 

interest in reusing its old buildings. 

We appreciate the advantage of being placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and ask 

that you consider favorably the application or 
K-D Stockyards Station to be placed on the National 
Register. 

1,4/'~t; {Jlz~✓A:~ 
Emily c/4.arello, President 
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Riverside Lutheran Church
618 FLORENCE AVENUE SIOUX CITY. IOWA 51109

CHURCH 233-1491 PARSONAGE 233-1568

19 December 1976

Keeper of the National Register
Office of Acheology &. Historic Preservation
Dept* of the Interior
Washington* D.C. 10402

Dear Sir;
I write concerning the application of the KD Stockyards Stations 

for inclusion into the National Register for Historic Places*
Being a resident of the area of Sioux City, I would heartily 

underscore the inclusion of this site* Within a short period 

of time, places such as the old packing houses as we knew them 

will be past, torn down*..and all that will be left will be 

pictures*..and not good ones at that!! Ip the meantime, an era 

will be past, new matexaal will be processed, consuming additional 
energies, erected on the site where a perfectly good structure 

now stands, and we will be that much poorer as a people, as a 

nation for hawing let a way of life slip by us and not making 

proper note of it*

Please underline my support of this application on these two 

accounts*
Thank yoy, ^ ^ xy

Fred J* Peta/s, pastor

' MAKE GOD'S'HOUSE YOUR HOME FOREVER"
Psalm 23:6

A

Ill,\ d \CUA c1 1' o. ck,v,J. q Ca , C ~ cQt--t 
(' o .10.c It lJ-<\9 IPku~J-) 

t ?- \2-- 17~ 
(2,, -1~ 

Riverside Lutheran Church 
618 FLORENCE AVENUE SIOUX CITY. IOWA 51109 

CHURCH 233 -1491 PARSONAGE 233 -1568 

Keeper of the National Register 

19 December 1978 

Office of Acheology & Historic Preservation 
Dept. of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 10402 

Dear Sir: 

I write concerning the application of the KD Stockyards Stations 

for inclusion into the National Register for Historic Places. 

Being a resident of the area of Sioux City, I would heartily 

underscore the inclusion of this site. Within a short period 

of time, places such as the old packing houses as we knew them 

will be past, torn down •.. and al1 that will be left will be 

pictures ••• and not good ones at that!! In the meantime, an era 

will be past, new material will be processed, consuming additional 

energies, erected on the site where a perfectly good structure 

now stands, and we will be that much poorer as a people, as a 

nation for having let a way of life slip by us and not making 

proper note of it. 

Please underline my support of this application on these two 

accounts. 

T/4.' " / ~ -~&//~ 
Fred J. Paya, pastor 

"MAKE GOD'S' HOUSE YOUR HOME FOREVER" 

Psalm 23 :6 
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JaHy
Time AMERICAN POP CORN COMPANY

BOX 178 • SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51102 • PHONE 71 2/ 239-1 232

December 27, 1978

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402

Gentlemen:

I recently read in the Sioux City Journal that the K-D Stockynrd*; Stntinn 
here in Sioux City, formerly the Swift Packing Plant, has been nominated 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

I urge you to favorably consider this nomination as the K-D Stockyards 
Station is certainly worthy of such an award. Sioux City is an agricultural 
area specializing in meat packing, and the work being done at the K-D 
Stockyards Stations truly preserves Sioux City's heritage.

Your Department's favorable consideration will be greatly appreciated by 
all of us in this area.

Sincerely yours,

POP CORN COMPANY A

:F0
RICAh

Carlton P. Smith

CPS:hai

World's Largest Producers and Packers of Pop Corn

Jo/lg 
Time® AMERICAN POP CORN COMPANY 

BOX 178 • SIOUX CITY , IOWA 51102 • PHONE 712 / 239-1232 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20402 

Gentlemen: 

December 27, 1978 

I recently read in the Sioux City Journal that the K-D Stockyard§_Static;m, 
here in Sioux City, formerly the Swift Packing Plant, has been nominated 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

I urge you to favorably consider this nomination as the K-D Stockyards 
Station is certainly worthy of such an award. Sioux City is an agricultural 
area specializing in meat packing, and the work being done at the K-D 
Stockyards Stations truly preserves Sioux City's heritage. 

Your Department's favorable consideration wil I be greatly appreciated by 
all of us in this area. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carlton P. Smith 

CPS:haj 

World's Largest Producers and Packers of Pop Corn 
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project: Midland Packing Plant, Sioux City, Iowa

To/R^: Martha Bowers Date; 1/25/79

Address : ^hpo staff Phone:

Staff Member: F’^andsen Division:

Report: Asked for dearer statement of what buildings are induded.

M. Bowers said that nomination was ody for the Main packing plant.
In photo #2 it is the large structure with the sign KD Stock7ards 
Station. It is a large L-shaped structure with a four story 
connected ad Ution to the rear. The shed roof strucutres behind it

and i ! the forground are not included. No buildings west of railroad

line are induded.

On

1

TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: Midland Packing Plamt, Sioux City, Iowa 

To/~: Martha Bowers DATE: 1/25/79 

ADDRESS: Iowa SHPO staff PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: B. Frandsen DIVISION: 

REPORT: Asked for clearer sta~ement of what buildings are included. 

M. Bowers said that nomination was only f or the Main packing plant. 
In photo # 2 it i s the large structure with the sign KD Stockyards 
Station. It is a large L-shaped structure with a four story 
connected ad-1ition to the rear. The shed r oof strucutres behind it 

and i 1 t he f orground are not included. No buildings west of raUroad 

line are included. 
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I'P ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE icm.
i

Date Entered JAN 2 9 |979

Name Location

Mldlaad Pacsltlag Camfaay (Svift Paeklng Compmtf) Sioux Cltr 
Woodbury County

Also Notified
Honorable John C. Culver

Bonorabl* Bogar Japsaa 
Honorabla Barklay W. Badall

NR

Stata Hiatorle Praaaraatlon Offtear 
Mr. Adrian Andaraon 
Diraetor, Iona Stata Hlatoriaal 

Dapartntnt
Division of Historic Prasarvatlcm 
26 East Markat Straat 
Iowa City, Iona 52240

Byers/bjr 2/8/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL .. REGISTER 

STATE IOWA 

Date Entered JAN 2 9 1j979 

Name Location 

;: 
,!' 

Hicll.alkl Paekiag Collpaay (svtft Paeldng Collpay) ,; 
3' 

Si01lz City 
Woo4kry C:O.ty 

Honorable John C. Culver 

ltollora1>1• logar Japea 
Bn.onbla Bertley W. Beclell 

• . ~ Byers/bjr 2/8/79 

Also Notified 

State .Biat.oric Pruenation Offiur 
Mr. Adrian AIMlar80ll 
Direetor, Iowa State Biatod.cal 

Departaent 
Diriaioa of Biatoric PreNnatioll 
26 But Harut Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

For further information, please call th~ National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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From The Stockyards Statloo — The People Place
Spring. 1*77

Pnblished w
henever the ipIrH m

oves.
Table i

R
eality

 O
f
 Station

 Sparks
 Plans

K-

ByC
backV

eM
hiiizeB

C
reating a tfw^Tptng center out oi an old 

poeiring plant ia m
uch like the fantasy of 

m
en landing on the m

oon. W
ith 

each, 
breatb-takittg ideas are being ^

lou^
t up 

and acted upon. N
ew shopa continae to 

appear at the Station w
hile other shops 

m
ust m

ove to larger quarters. T
ens of 

thousands ol persons visit the com
plex 

w
eekly and are fascinated at the progress 

already show
n.

W
hile literally thousands have trekked 

through the ccrridors and intc the shops of 
the 

building 
referred 

to 
as 

the 
M

«in 
Station, 

m
any 

visitors are probably 
unfam

iliar w
itii the plans for the outer 

extrem
ities of the 25 acre com

plex w
hich 

com
prises the K

D Stockyards Station. This 
article ia intended to acquaint you w

ith 
dxM

M plans and intentions.
Parking 

w
ill 

never 
be 

a 
problem

. 
C

urrently, fcnir free parking lots are being 
used, w

hich w
ill accom

m
odate m

ore than 
cars. O

n the east tide of the old Floyd 
cfaaonel 3>^ acres are being reserved for 
future parking. A portico of tbit area has 
already been surfaced w

hich w
ill bold 

m
ore than 400 parked autos. W

hen totally 
com

pleted 
parking 

stalls 
w

ill 
num

ber 
m

ore than 2,000.
R

unning north and south near the M
ain 

Station  is s rare strip of w
asteland. It is 

an abandoned steel and concrete river 
channe] that w

as the old Floyd R
iver bed 

before it w
as re-channeSed for flood con­

trol. C
onsisting of U acres, 140’ w

ide and 
25' 

deep, 
Lofary 

w
m

ild 
like 

to 
see 

It 
develops into a oseflil piece of real estate 
and 

a m
aater 

that aeens ex­
trem

ely logical.
O

ne idea is to create a livestock arena 
near the w

orld’s largest stockyards, ‘nus 
covered building w

ould be constructed ia 
the channel. T

he roof w
ould span the top, 

and 15 feet bdow the surface, 
a floor 

constructed of steel and concrete w
ould be 

covered w
ith a thick layer of earth, thus 

creating the necessary floor for rodeos and 
livestock show

ings.
N

ext to the H
vestodc an

as w
ould be 

another arena — this w
ould house an ice 

skating rink. A
gain the roof w

ould be built 
over the top of the channel w

ith the ice 
area located 15 feet below the surface, or 
10 feet above the bottom of the chanoel 
w

hich m
easures 120' x 220’ at that point. 

B
leadM

rs could be placed in the area 
w

hich w
ould seat som

e 3S00 persons. Iteing 
idea 

aosne 
of 

the 
■m

nym
t* 

equipm
ent already in the «im

p
i«, the 

constructioo cost w
ould be w

ell below that 
of a new facility. T

his w
ould give youth 

hockey and 
recrestioaal 

ice ^
tio

g a 
brane. B

leacbos w
ould be portatde and 

could be relocated to other areas, such as 
the 

livestock 
arcoa 

or 
courts, w

hen the occaskw w
arraitts.

The teunis court concept is a natural. 
The 

channel 
10 

feet 
above 

the 
base 

m
easures 120’. the length of a standard 

tennis court. Lohry u
y
s that eight of these 

tennis 
courts, each 

60’ 
w

ide 
could 

be 
constructed in the north end of the chan­
nel. A

lthough energy costs prohibit sir 
conditioning 

such 
a 

large 
area 

in 
the 

sm
nm

er, an idea that is being used in 
K

ansas m
ay provide an aiuw

tu- to year- 
around 

courts. 
It 

w
ould 

involve 
con­

structing steel supports across the channel 
and creating a large “bubble” w

ith in­
sulated fabric w

hich could be draw
n m

uch 
like a veoetioo U

ind, thus creating outdoor 
courts. 

In 
the 

w
inters, 

they 
w

ould 
be 

heated by solar energy. G
iving the players

passengers across the m
uddy M

issouri 
w

est to N
m

ih Sioux C
ity, north to L

eeds 
and even south to the Port N

eal area. Thh 
low

er level of the SU
tion

Watch For 
Our New

 

Summer Hours

H
appenings
A

tK
D

E
xciting things have been taking (dace 

here at the Station. To m
ention a few

: 
February’ brought to the Statim a group 

of people from ”Tbe Iow
a A

rts C
ouncil," 

w
ho 

are 
interested 

in 
preserving 

old 
buildings.  T

hey w
ere very interested in 

w
hst bsd taken (dace at K

D
, as they are 

prom
oting building restoration throu|d>out 

Iow
a. D

ubuque has a great start and m
any 

local railroads, it could carry carloeds of ideas w
en exchanged.

The Soo B
ow

m
an A

rchery G
ub had a 

m
eet Feb. 27 in the archery range in the

project w
ould enable the m

any personi 
w

ho have never experienced a train ride tc 
do so w

ith the help of tbe G
ty of Sioux G

ty

There are 16 railroad cars ow
ned by 

Station  of w
hich 7 are in fm

e condii 
T

hese cars w
ould be pulled by the G

reai 
N

orthern engine w
hile the rem

aining cai 
w

ould 
be 

coverted 
into 

offices 
restaurants, etc., w

hich 
w

ould rest 
oi 

tracks 
preseoU

y 
laid 

throughout 
the 

station com
plex.

The 
first 

ptojvci, 
how

ever, 
ia 

the
w

arm and w
ell-tit courts for continuous 

construction of a bridge that w
ill connect

playing throughout the year.
B

etw
een the m

am
oth ice A

rena and the 
ultra-m

odem tennis courts w
ould tow

er a 
m

ajestlc6story,SO
O unit H

otel. A
lthough it

the east parking lot w
ith the M

ain Station. 
It w

ill resem
ble railroad passenger cars 

and span the O
ld Floyd C

hannel w
here it 

w
ill 

into another enclosed area before
w

ould be construct at ground level, huge 
reaching the Station.

supporting legs w
ould run deep Into the 

channel leaving an open and shaded area
at the channel level. A transparent akyw

ay 
elevators w

ill soon be 
is operati<m

, 
from the second floor w

ould line the m
otel 

w
hich four are pr^ently in use. 

w
ith the M

ain Station, to enable guests 
— M

ost areas w
ill be ram

ped for w
heel 

chairs, 
strollers, 

carts, 
etc. 

Seven of

TTiese ideas com
bined w

ith the already 
easy access to m

any shops, restaurants 
successful sports sttrsctioiw st the K

D 
sod the sw

im
m

ing pool. 
Stockyards Station w

ill no doubt m
ake this

The 25 m
eter pool w

ould be located on 
the largest recreational area in a sinfle 

the second floor level im
m

ediately north of 
com

plex in this part of the nation, 
the M

ain Station. A skyw
ay of glaaa and 

steel w
ould also connect the pool w

ith the 
M

ain SU
tion. C

overing the pool in the 
sam

e m
anner as the tennis courts w

ith the 
solar 

heating 
concept 

w
ould 

perm
it 

sw
im

m
ers to enjoy the w

ater during all 
seasons of the year. Filling the pool w

ith 
fresh w

ater frm
n the Station’s ow

n w
ells, 

w
ould assure sw

im
m

ers of the freshest 
w

ater avaU
able anyw

here! A patio w
ould 

allow sw
im

m
ers to lounge betw

een dips.
B

elow 
the 

patio, 
m

en^s 
and 

w
om

en’s 
locks- room

s are airea^^ com
pleted.

N
orth of the M

ain Station and adjacent 
to the sw

im
m

ing pool the M
arket H

ouse is 
already being oied 

for tfaow
inga from 

livestock to eeraroJes. It O
H

niortahly holds 
several tbonsands of pow

ont in the bam
- 

like structure. It could be m
ade into a 

great farm
ers m

arket, auction bouse, or 
m

any other things.
Since trains are very m

udi a sym
bol of 

ttte K
D Stockyards Station w

ith R
eam

ing 
steel tracks running nearly everyi^iere, it 
seem

s only natural to have a train. O
ne 

real interesting possibility involves 
the 

G
reat N

orthern engine located at the Sioux 
C

ity 
AuditM

'ium
. 

The 
engine 

w
as 

en- 
trusted to the G

ty m
any years ago w

ith the 
condition that the city w

ould keep it dean 
and m

aintain it. H’hat better w
ay could the 

city carry out Its vow
, than to transfer it to 

the K
D Stockyards Station and have ex­

perienced and excited railroad personnel 
restore the engine and ^

ve it life once 
again.

O
nce restored, the train w

ould run on 
boU

days, d
u

i^ 
R

iver-C
ade, and other 

special occasions. W
ith perm

iM
iaD from

D
uring M

arch K
D hosted the A

ngus 
C

attle Show and Sale, also "Ejqdoring B
ee 

D
ays,” and the IBIA Bull Sale, all of w

hich 
created m

uch excitem
ent. There w

ere lots 
of pec^e roam

ing am
ong the exhibits and 

bed displays. A M
icrow

ave cooking sdiool 
w

as put on by the Iow
a B

eef Industry 
C

ouncil and w
as w

ril attended and voy 
inform

ative.

Tlw M
odel A

iridaoe exhibit and contest 
w

as coiorful and fun.
A

pril brings the Iow
a A

m
ateur A

rtista. 
The "H

am
’s" or am

ateur radio operators 
congregated at 

K
D at 

a 
“H

am 
F

est” 
sponsored 

by 
Siouxland 

R
epeaters 

A
ssodalionand Sioux C

ity A
m

ateur R
adio 

C
lub. 

T
he 

hard-w
orking 

m
em

bers 
of 

Junior A
chievem

ent brought their w
ares 

to ihe station to sell at year’s end.
A

pril 22, 23 and 24 b
ii^

t fine oriental 
hand w

oven rugs from India. This w
ill be a 

lim
ited show

ing and sale.
W

atch for the T
eam E

lectronics CB 
Jam

boree M
ay 14 and 15, T

he T
ri-SU

te 
C

ennalcs Show M
ay 21 and 22, Scandia 

A
rtisto O

pen H
ouse M

ay 19 and 26, and the 
H

rsl K
D SUtiO

Q AnnuaJ G
un Show June 10 

and II.
--------K

D
--------

H»r/
D

ie 
Vbu 

fewew X
m 

A

The 
propensity 

to truck, 
b

«ter 
and 

exchange one thing for another is eom
m

oo 
toallm

en. and to be found in no other race 
of anim

als.
— A

dam Sm
ith

T
he m

ost advanced nations are alw
ays 

the 
nations 

of 
storekeepers 

and 
m

er­
chants.

— Potter

• ' 
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KD Stockyards Station;_
C-z-n Vision Becomes Reality

tWu--------'“nsider the fact that a half
root shopping center

When you consider the fact that a half 
million square foot shopiang center is 
located at the busy intersection of two 
major highways nothing unusual seems to 
exist, ‘nie situation becomes more bizarre 
when you note that a bowling alley is 
located on the fourth floor, in fact, the 
facility’s reincarnated life from packing 
plant to shopping and recreation centtf 
moves the imagination. What you see 
under this unusual roof is the imagination 
that was moved by Kermit Lcrinry.

Let’s go back a few years. . . back to 
ldl8 when the meat packing plant was first 
built. . . then purchased by Swift and 
Company in 1924. Over the years, some 
100,000 people have been employed there..
One of them; 70-year old Levi Van Met^, 

who now wortcs for KD as a security 
guard and tour guide, started working for 
Swift on the day the plant opened. March 
17, 1924; Si. Patrick’s Day. Van Meter 
worked at the facility ior 45 years. ^

*‘We ran two 8-hour shifts in those 
days, processing ho^. cattle and sheep...
It’s amazing to me now when I walk 
through the 4lh floor and see the bowling 
alley where the pork-cutting operation 
used to be. . llte building itself isn’t 
without its own history. Twenty-one em­
ployees were killed and 91 injured on 
December 14. 1949, when a natural gas 
eiq}]osion ripped out the south end of the 
ax story structure. 'Hie entire area was 
under water when tl»e Misscniri River 
flooded its banks on June 6, 1953. In the 
early 70s, Swift began developing a new. 
modem plant south of the city on In­
terstate 29. . . and in early 1975, moved the 
txilk of it meat processing cyieration to the 
new facility. In the process. Swift left 
behind a large part of its processing 
equipment, including machinery, 
generators, scales, pumps, lumber, 
stainless steel, locker rooms, elevators 
and even smoke houses. . . They also left 
behind a monumental clean-up job. With 
much of the main plant refrigerated, there 
was an abundance of water dripping when 
the cooling units wctc disconnected and 
the ice started melting. '

When the facility went up for sale, 
there were those who wanted to salvage 
the equipment imide and tear the building 
down. . . In fact, everyone wanted to. 
except Lohry. He alone saw the 
pj-saiWIiUe. for Ihe otro^g woll built «mZ’'
suture Witt it. 30” waite of concrete „,uy a third of the 500,000 aquate
taick and cort , ^ ecologically sound feet available for use ha. been lined^uch 
enei^y uving bulAng that would be easy in the shops and recreation
to heal ^ the wintw and cod in the (j„,ji,uea comea frotTSs original equip- 
■immer Here wa a biii^ that could be mert left behind by the packi^^nXi 
renovated, reused and remolded mto

of. But not many shared Lohry s viaioD... „f die realaiiranta, to be called, naturally

SToc^

KermR Ldiry's connitment la IM% to Ibe future of KD fiioekyurds SUtian uudi 
tu the httve of Shuu CKy.

The national trend to save older structures 
has been late in reaching Sioux City. The 
nostalgia, beauty, tradition and heritage of 
Gihradelli Square in San Francisco and 
Trolley Square in Salt Lake City were 
remote concepts. . . (daces you visited 
while on vacation. There was a real doubt 
that such a {d)enom«)on could take place 
in Northwest Iowa.

And after a short period of 
negotiations. Lohry succeeded in pur­
chasing an abandoned meat Packing Plant 
in the heart of the Sioux City Stockyards. 
‘Tt was a challenge to me.” Lohry ex­
plains, "not just as a profit motive, but as 
a real chance to develop something that 
was desperately needed for the entire area."

• Lohry s greatest personal asset is his 
vision, his imagination and enthusiasm. 
The complexities of this undertaking 
would tax them all.

Today those early dreams, co^>led 
with Loft’s determination have yielded 
results. Ihere are 41 shops and recreation

"The Scale House. ' The structure cost 
nearly three million dollars to build back 
in 1918. It would have taken between 14 and 
16 million to build it today. L<9iry figures to 
have between 3.5 and 4 million invested 
before he’s through renovating. In addition 
to the land on which the buildings are 
located. Ltrfiry has purchase a nearby 
Q-act of 15 acres. Between that properly 
and the KD complex, lies an abant^oned 
concrete channel of the Missouri River. In 
the planning stages are an ice skating rink, 
tennis courts and racquetball handball 
courts with a mote] spanning the channel.

The complex site also contains some 
3.000 feet railroad track and Lohry has 
already purchased some 16 dining^ 
passenger and caboose cars, whid) will be 
remodeled into (rffices. branch banks or 
restaurants; and even used for chartered 
train trips far and near,

Kermit Lohry's commitment is 100% 
to the future of the KD Stockyards Station 
and to the fuUre of &oux City and anyone 
who is around him is caught up in the 
momentum of this dream come true.

"Man was made to create," says 
Lbtay. '*to build. When be sb^ creating, 
be stops living." Although his name is on 
the title. Lohry says no one could own a 
building like that. "I’m just a treasurer, a 
trustee for the artifacts of the past... One 
day. I’ll past them on to tomeooe dse."------ KD-------
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KO Stock ards Station: 
c-2.-1 Vision Becomes Realit 

Wblll .)'1111 Cllllllidor Ille fact 111111 a half 
ml1llaa 911uare foal lbappbis .,._ It 
.,..,s at Ille llaty 1--.. of two 
major._.,.,. nodllnl m-1...,. IAI 
emL Tile litaalkla i..iee _.. biurre 
wbea you DOIII lllat a bowllat alley I• 
located DD the IGUrlll floor, in fact, the 
laeWty'I l'lllncarnai.d llr. lrolll pacllilla 
.,._ ........ ad -tlma -
- ......... tlma Wllat .,.. -
--- ,_, ............. tlm 
llletwaa-....Sb)'Kamltl.allry. 

IAl'a ID baa a flw ,-n . .. bad: 10 
ltll wben die_, .-dlfc plant -lint 
llailt. . . 1111D parc:baaed bf Swift aad 
Company In lt24. 0- the :,ean, acne 
100,000 peope bave _.., employed U.e .. 
One ol lbem; 70-year old Lnl Van Meter, 

who - wons far KD aa a -ty 
guard and tour pdde, IDTled WGl'tllll klr 
Swill DD tbe ti., the pl&8I apened, March 
17, IIH; SI. Palrldl'• Day. Van Meter 
warvd 11 die facility far 45 yean. ' 

"We ran two 1-bour oblfta In thooe 
days , proeeoatna bop. cattle and lheep .. . 
11'1 amuln, lo me now when I walk K It Lei, 
tbrou,11 the ttb floor and - the bowling er• ry•• ... mkmeat II lll% le Ille futare et la> IIM<tya,.. Slall• aDd 
alley wbere lbe port-eulthil operation le llle flllllre ., &loouc City. 

uoed lo be ... " The bulklina ltaelf ltn 'l 
Wlllloul ita °"" IIIIIDry . ,._,...,.,. em-
ployeea - ld1led and 91 iirjund on 
December 14. ltft, when a natw-al au 
explc,eion rt_.i out the south eod ot lbe The national trend to 11ve older atn1etures 
!Ix ,....,. tlnlc&we. Tbe entire area was llaa been Jat.e In readli111 Sioux City. T'be 
_, wat.er whon the ,._ Ri- no11&l&ia,beau1y, tradlti<mandbaitqeof 
Oooded lta ...,.. DD Juae 6, 11113. In the Gihradelll Square in San Francioco and 
-Jy 70., Swift bepn developina a new, Trolley Square in Salt Lake City were 
modem plant - or lbe city on Jn.. remote concept.a. • . placea YINI vlti!ed 
IUState a .. . and In -Jy 117S, mo,,ed the while on vacation. There wu a rYJ doubt 
bult of ti meat procaallfl c,peratton to Ille that such • phenomenon could take place 
new lacWty. In the in--•. Swift left in Nortb-1 Iowa . 
behind a ~ port ol ita proceainll And alter a ohort period of 
equipment. includlna machinery, neaotlationa, Lohry IUCeeeded in pur­
&eneratora, aealeo, pumps, lumber, chasing an abandoned meat Pacldng Plant 
stain!- 11eel, loc:ur room,, elevatcn in the heart of the Sioux City Stockyards. 
and ewn amolle bollNI, .. They also left "It was a challe,we to me," Lohry ex­
beblnd I monumeDUJ clun-ilp job. With plalna, "not J11&t as a prolit motive, but u 
much ot the main plant retn,...at.ed, there • real chance to deveklp somethhw that 
waa an abundance ol waler drippi111 when wa1 desperat.ely -.i for the entire 
1be cooliq unlll were dleeonnectecl and area." 
the Ice started melllna, • Lolry 's s,eateot pencmal alM!t Is bis 

When the facWty - up for ule, Vision, hia lmacJnallon and enlbustum. 
lbere were 11- wbo wMted to lllvaae The complexities ol 1h11 undertalcinc 

Ille equlpmmt lmide aad i.r tho bulldl. ..,i,'i.J:; = '!-ty drealDJI, coupled 
down. • • In fact, everyone ~ IAI, with Lolry 's deJ.enninaUoo have yielded 
escepl Lebry . He alclae nw the l'elUIIII 'lbere 41 ........ d 
poaalbillllea for tile 11n1a1, RII built • are .....- an recreatloo 
llnlcllft, wldt It.I _., walll of -, lacWtiet aJNldy atarted ID tbe complex, 
llrld: aad ecn All eeolallcldJf IIDIIDd .-d :,el, 01111 a lblrd ol tho ... ~ 
__,..,.. ._...._ lllat 11111111d,,. feeta•allabl•tor-,,.. _, fJJJed. llacb 
to bat ta Ille ...,. aad 1'9111 ill-: ol Ille deca' ID the abopo _,d reereatloll 

-----a ............... ===~~~ equip-_ _., ..... - ~ Ila ,_, .--COlllpalQ'. 

-tllitllllllof ._. Cle, Clllllldbe Jll'oud Tbl qe - nilbllll aealet, fc.­
of. But not--,, 11a1111 Ldlry'I YIIIIIII -Ille, wlll ba made Into lablel fc.- -

• • • of lbe--.nta, to be called, DabnllJ, 

"Tbe Scale House." Tile structure coot 
nearly three million dollars to build back 
in 1918. h -.Id have taken between 14 and 
!&million to build it today. Lohry fl111res to 
have between 3.~ and 4 million invest.ed 
before he's through renovatl111. In addition 
to tbe land OD which the bu1ldinp are 
located, Lohry hu pw-chue a -.rt,,, 
lract of u acreo. Between that property 
and lhe KD complex, lies an aba»4'>ned 
concrete <hlnnel of the Miuourl River. In 
the plannina •tafles are an Ice obi in& rink 
1emi1 ,...-ta and racquolbaJI I handball 
courts with a motel spanning the cbannel. 

The complex site a tao contains IOIDt 

3,000 feet railroad tract and Lohry bu 
already purchased some 16 dining 
.,....,.e, and caboose cars, wbicb will be 
reaodeled into offices, branch banks or 
restJturanta; and even 1118d for chartered 
!rain trips fa, and near. 

Kermit Lcbry •• commitment It 100% 
to the fullre ol the KD Stockyards Station 
and to lbe futire al Sioux City and anyone 
who to areund blm la ca11p11 up in the 
- al llli1 ..-am come tnae. 

"Man •as made ID create," oays 
Lolry, "1.o balld. WIim lie .... creatlnc, 
be IIAIIJI IIYIQa." AHlllqb bla D&me it an 
the litle, Lolley laJS DO - could °"" a 
bulldl• lllla lbat. "I'm ]ult a trea.rer, a 
lnlttee far the a1'llfacla of Ibo put, . . One 
day , 111 J1M1 lbml oa to - elae." 

--KD--
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K i;ny tnopping cantor.

Packinghouse turns shopping mall, 

still packs ’em in
1 "A

7m

Lohry in Mt offlca in Ow canlar, etfad th* KD Stockyanli StaUoa.

Staff Photo* by Ragone Radniecki
ByDickVouiigblood 
Staff Writer

Sioux City, Iowa
Kemri Lotry waved his aims al the oom-
modious mnante of the blaak. duttored en­
gine room and was appropriately inspired.

"Can't you just see »?" he demanded, 
playing a fiashight beam over the tangle 
of compressors and pipe-fittings and 
gauges. "It’e a classic kind of room— 
there's half a milon dollars worth of decor 
in here.

"Can't you see k's just made for a restaurant?"

Leaving his visilors agape. Lohry piungad 
down a short flight of stairs into the ac­
cent boier room and turned the flashtght 
on the two immense boilsrs looming side 
by side along one high wall.

"Thnk of a> that beautiful brick fsewal in 
there." he crowed. Connect them togeth­
er. Lohry asked, and what do you thii*
you've got inside those two boners?

Why, he answered promptly, a bar for the 
restaurant, of oourse.

Of course.

Kermil Lohry is a totally sane, perfectly 
respectable 4«-year-oid Sioux City busl- 
nessman who has this one curious com­
pulsion: He likss to coiect seeming 
worthless "junk,"applyado«opofinBgi. 
nation and turn it inlo something of value.

The latest additioo to his oolloclion is a
350.0tX>sguare-loof, 50-year-old meal- 
packing plam at the Sioux City stockyards
that Swift & Co. abandoned in 1974 lor 
new quarters south of town.

Lohry took just one tour through the Htsf 
of fool* and equipment that had bean left 
behind in the cavernous, five- and six- 
story structure and cams to an obvious— 
for him—conclusion:

make a reaiy neat shopping

The resuh—despite friends who ques­
tioned his sanity and bankers who dotM- 
ed his businsss acumen — is the KD 
Stockyard* Station, a "theme" center 
that osMrale* Sioux Oly's Nstory as a

Packinghouse turns shopping mall, 
still packs '~m in 

Lohry Ill *office la a.__,, called a. ICD IIIDdlJ_. ltallon. 

st.fl Photo. by Rege,,e Raclnlecttl 

By Dick Youngblood 
st.fl Writer 

Sioux City, low• 
Kermil Lohry wawed hia arm1 al lhe OOlft­
modioul IAlllrd8 ol the bllllk, cmllel9d -gine room and --..p,cpillelt'illpi'ed, 

' 'Can't you iull - I?" ha cllm9nded, playing a ftaalwgt,t beam <Mir lhe tangle 
ol comp,-• and ~ and 
gauges. "It'• a danlc: kald ol room­
there'a hall a mao.i dolin war1hol decor 
inhere. 

"Can't you - It'• iull llale I« • l'M\llnnt?" 

Leaving hie vililors agape, Lat-.y ~ 
down • lhort __.. cl ..... ink> the adja­
oenl baler room and uned 11w lnMght 
on the two lmn.- boln loonling aide 
~ aide along one~ wall. 

"Think ol .. 1h11 ~ brick fnwlll In 
there, '' ha crowed. Connect ..... lclglllh­
• • Lohry Mkad, and whet do you think 
you've got inside "-e twobolera? 

WIiy, hea-.dproqllly, a •!orb 
............ , olcourN. 

Olcourw. 

Kermit Lohry ia • tot.ally - . parfectlr 
reapecuble ~-old Sioux City buai­
- who has thia one cuioua can,, jllllaion: He ... to caled .-llingly 
worthlNI "jinc, .. apply • dalap ol imlgi, 
nation and tum ii into 80lll8lhing cl value. 

lhelaliNtaddllior'llohiaooll9ctlollila 
350,~oot. 50-~-old nwel· 
padcillg ........ Sioux City ■IOd<yarda 
hi SWllt & Co. ■lmd0nld In 1974 tor 
-quarte,9saulhol1CM11. 

Lohry look iull one tour--., 11w lltar 
cl foola and ....... that had been 11ft 
IMllind in the CII-, liwe- and Ill<· 
8IOrY atruc:liff and C111118 lo an olMoul­
forhin-concmion: 

"Thia -.cl make • ...ay .-~ 
C9Mr."' 

The ... -.... lrienda who ~ 
lial.s his 11111}' and i.ur. who dolmt-
ad Ii. i.-.a - - ia -- KO Stockra,da Slalion, • ....... oenlal' 
lhal oelllbraln Sioux Clty'a history a • 
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Ilv«slack marketing, meal-paclung and 
railroading hub.

Opened a year ago. the Stockyards Sta­
tion is hnig 25,000 to 30,000 visitors a 
week to the 46 retail shops and recreation 
areas that now occupy just a third of the 
buMng's 240,000 square feet of leasabts 
6PBC6.

R*s not what you'd can your conventional 
endoaed-maH shopping oenter>

A typical alley with shops, irfsWe the center.

hwtoat nwkeling, ffl8111)8Qking and 
ruoeding him. • 

Opaiad • ,,,.. ago, Ille Stocky.-da Sta­
tion Is Ming 25,000 lo 30,000 viail«B a 
Wllllk IOlhe 48 Nllal ftJPII andtea1Nlllon 
- 11\81 now 00C1C1Y juat a third al the 
bulling'• 240,000 equa,e feet ol leeaable 
tpaQII. 

l's IICII what you'd cal yo..- co,-,tional, 
•I008IICH!ld llhqlpilg oenllr. ► 

... 
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Lohry’si ,WiaMsplaiw.MwiieiK«ms.H«reliepaMMlout another area for tahirbishinB.
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There are no mufti-story atriums or acres 
of skyCghted courtyards—just long. <Sniy 
ight^ corridors lin^ with shops, the orig­
inal bridk alortg the wtdis. bare pipes over­
head ^ four (someday to be seven) ele­
vators connecting the five levels that are nowinuse.

And there are no department-store ‘'an­
chors” to assure customer trtffio—just a 
colection of small, mostly spedafty shops 
run by people "just See us." as Lohry puts 
it. "with their butts on the fine with every- 
thmg they own.”

It in short, not the kind of conventional 
project that sets the heart of your conven- 
bonal banker to pitter-patterinQ.

Which is why Lohry had to pedde his 
hefty stock porttolio and sel his share of 
the large teed and fertlizer operation and 
several other businesses that he and his 
two brothers operated in the area.

Lohry insitts he has maraly rearrangad **|wk” Ifiat was part of the plant Here, a thirrHloor 
mural of gears and macMna parts. The chid ie Jenny Hoee« lehoee father works in the center.

• , ............ , '° ..... .,., 

There me no mulli-suy...,.. or 8Clll8 
of lkylighladcourty•de--lang,~ 
llghted con'idonl liled willl ahaps, Iha orv­
inal brick along Iha walls, bare pipes over• 
t-iand,_.(8011111day1obe-1ele­
vators comecting Iha live ....... Iha! .. 
nowinuae. • 

And lhse .. no daparl,nen1--.. .. .., 
chore" 10-..cuatomm"llllllb-just a 
colactionol 8lllal. mostlyapecillylhapa 
M by people .. jult 1118-." • Lolwy pul8 
ii, "wilh their butts on the line willl .-y­
ttq they own. .. 

It is, in lhort, nol lhe lcnl of COIIMlliollll 
project that - Iha I-' of your corwm,­
tional banker lo piller1)llllnlg. 

wtwct, is why Lolwy la! to pale .. 
hafly stock portfolio and .......... of 
the large feed and tenlliZlllr opnlicllt and 
--Olhar ...._ .... ha ,nj his ""° brOlhers opend8d in Ille .. . 
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And why he stM has no permanent financ­
ing. despite ttie fact mat he has plugged 
well over SI million Mo the protect and 
fully expect H to be comfortably in the 
bladt a year frortt now.

Lohry concedes that the family business 
gave him an income wel into live figures, 
enough to support the wife and seven chi- 
dren t^ite comfortably, thank you. He had security.

"But then I turned 40," he mused one day 
recently, "and I got to wondering K there 
wasn't something more creative I coukt do 
with my IHe."

The KO Stockyards Station (the initials 
come from the name ot a feed company 
his lather once owned) provided the quin- 
lessentiai answer to that question.

For the project has given Lohry endless 
opporhiivilies to induige his passion lor 
transtorming "junk" into value. A brisk 
walk—half bM. haK gallop—mrough the 
center behind Lohry shows that he has 
indultmd himself wim gusto.

Take, lor example, the rusty diamond- 
plate hauled out of one of the plani's freez­
er aieys to provide an eye-catching front 
(or The Rendering Plant, which is—what 
else?—a heaKh spa on the second floor.

Or the tront of the neatby Stuffed Pig—a 
kitchen and bathroom boutique that also 
seas stuffed ammals—whi^ Is buat of

Wares at his shop.

planks from the hog ramp over which the, 
animals traveled five stories up to the kM 
floor. The planks, tghtty sandUasled to 
remove decades of grime, have been 
scoured and grooved by the hooves o( 
thousands of animale to give the wood a 
striking, rippled effect.

Down the halt, cement hog-watering 
troughs are imbedded Mo the front ol a 
ceramic and china shop, the metal rollers 
off a skate conveyor lorm part of the front 
of a dress shop, and an artful arrangement 
at ammonia tanks, flanked by large metal 
hoppers that are used as ptantars, adorns 
the front of a shoe store caled The Shoe- 
Shoe Trail, b-

_...., ..... ,_""...,__ 
inO. dNpil9 the fact ..... ._...., 
... _.1 lllllolllolo1hepniiecland 
lllll' expec:a II to be 00lllfol1ablv In the 
bllclla,-rfrolll-. 

l.d!ry 00IICldee ..... lalnllv ...._ 
gave 111111 • ilccJIN WII INo llue tvna. 
enouahtoaCIP(ll1 lhawtle and-dll­
thn quileCllllllortalJII,, thank you. He had 
-=ufly. 

''8ulllalllnad40,"lw.....,_dlly 
~ . .. _, I 1101 to IIIOlllllrilla 11 '­
-'1--111Ag- craathle lCXIUlll do 
wllhmy ... " 

The KD Slockyada Slaliail (111a inllllll 
COIIIII frDIII .. - ol 8 teacl CClfflPaV 
hiafallaonce_-,pniwled.__. 
----tolhalqiallon. 

For .. projecl la 9""811 l.d!ry --­
QAIOrtllllllill to inlMge hll paalicln for 
...,omw,g .,.._ .. Into VMM. A brilk 
wal<-4lall trot, hd Qlllclp-through the 

- behilcl l.d!ry -- Iha! .. ha indyged..,_. wilhllUIIO. 

Take, tor eunipll, the ruaty dilfflond, 
plale l..ied OIII of OM of 11wpllnt'e l!Nz· 
•~to prowide an~ front 
for Tlw Allnderlng PIIIII, lllltictl 11--tihal 
elle?-■ lwdhlSl■ Olltheeecondftoor. 

Or the lninl ol ._ ~ Slulfed Pig-a 
klldwl and balhroom bouliclle Iha! .... 
... elulled ----which ii Id! ol 

.,._ from lhe hog,.,,., -which llw. 
Minale tra"9led 11"8 etoriae "'to 11w kll 
loor. Tlw ...... lightly •ldblaeted to 
- decaclee of arme. hawe ._., 
IICOlnd and grooved by the ~ of 
lhouuNII ol animals lo giwe the wood • 
etrlclng, ~ affect. 

Down the hall, ~ hog-Wlllering 
trOUllhe are inDldded inlo the front ot 1 
oerMic and ctn lhop, 11w metal rollenl 
off• ...... conweyor form part of the fronl 
ol I dr-. lhop, and Ill artful 8"1ft1111119~ 
of ammonia tanks, lllncad by large metal 
tqlpers lhlt .. UNd M planwa, ldoma 
11w fllllll ol a llhoe llfOre Clled Tlw si-­
Shoe Tlllin. ► 
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So many paopla wantad to visit the packing' 
housa-tumad-sfiopping-mali that Lohry hired Levi 
Van Meter, 71. above, to lead tours. Van Meter 
worked in the packing plant for 44 years.

At top right, 30 feet of rail llrte — track, ties and 
all fronts a custom furniture shop.

A center right, a shop front made from the oM 
ramp.

Losrar ri^t, metal hooks for hog carcasses and 
,£jslats from a conveyor t»olt have been welded into 
|,an awning for the Spaghetti Depot's entrance.

iBelow, refrigeration pipe, flocked to resemble 
. frost, on the wells of the Sow's Ear bar. P

t- raaaBBSr-’i;:*

10/neaMMSidn/iaiWi isrr j

So..., ..................... ........ 
........... .,,,,, ........ ....., .... Lewi 
v ........ 71,---. lo lead loln. v. 111-■r 
-11edflllliepafne ..... tor44,..._ 

Attoprtgld,30fNlofrallne-lrac:k,U.ad 
.. - ,_.... c..-. fumlture lllap. 

At -- rigllt, • 11,ap front ... -- Illa old 
hog, .... 

L-. rllht, ..... IIOolla for - - .... 
_____ ,..,.__......_llllo 

----for .. SpagllaUI Dapot'1 ei11r-. 
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"They're trying to raise the tax valuation" 
on me," Lohry grumbled, "and I keep tel- 
ing 'em that all I (M was take a lot of junk 
and sort ol rearrange it." He's right—SMte 
has been wasted.

On the basement level, shared by a game 
room, mnature golf course, arch^ range 
and computerized goM game, a disco bar 
that goes by the unfortunate name, O'Ud- 
der Place, employs an old wooden tank, 
once used for soaking cowhide, as a plat­
form for the disc jockey. Scattered around 
the place are cream separators used as 
planters and miking machines made Mo lamps.

Up on the fourth floor, where Lohry 
opened a 16-lane bowling aley, lengths ot 
ammonia pipe, part of the plant's refriger­
ation system, are used to hold bowling 
balls. (Lohry was told that putting a bowl­
ing aley on the fourth floor of an old pack­
inghouse was utter insanity. It was so in­
sane, in fact, that he is about to add eight 
more lanes to keep up with the demand.)

A few yards away, at a bar called The 
Sow's Ear, the same ammonia pipe— 
Hocked to resemble frost as you would a 
Christmas tree—forms the perimeter of 
the lounge. Overhead, the railings once 
iraeidio transport hog and beef carcasses 
remain intact—and will be used to haul 
buckets of beer from the bar as soon as 
Lohry finds time to design a container with 
a cover and spout

AHogether, this rearrangement ot "junk" 
has turned not only Mo a thriving commer­
cial venture but also Mo a popular tourist 
attraction. The demand for tours, in fact, 
grew so fast that Lohry finally wont out 
and hired 71-year-okf Levi Van Meter— 
who worked in the plant lor 44 years—as 
a part-time tour guide.

There also are a few folks slopping by to 
spend money.

The Team Electronios store on the main 
floor, lor example. Is now in the lop 15 
percent in sales among the 104 units in the 
chain, which is a pari of Dayton Hudson Cap.

And up on the third floa, Steve Kammar- 
er, 34, said he made as much in his firsi 
year In the Whiskey Creek Pottery as he 
(id as a teacher with a master's degree 
and 12 years'experieooe.

"Seventy-five to 80 percent of our busi­
ness is from out of town," Lohry said, not 
only because of the tourist attraction, but 
because "rural people—farmers—imder- 
stand the idea of saving stuff and making H 
better. They buy a farm and they fix kib 
and increase its value. They’re innovalois."

K they like what they’ve seen so fat. wait 
Til they catch a gknipse of what Lohry is 
planning for an enoae.

“Can’t you just see it?” he asked, charg­
ing onto the tteied, 12,000-square4oot 
kM Itoa with its high, steel-beamed oeil- 
ngs. "Up there are the ights." he said, 
poMing to a balcony once used fw plant 
lours, "and over there the stage. We 
could seal 4S0 people out here, mae if 
we used the balcany.
"There'snothingelseilcouldbetMadki- 
ner theater," he dedarad. “CanT you see

m s
' % \

- V I

Part o( Mre. Lohry'a stock.
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"They',- trying to raiN the tax Vlllahan 
on me," Lohry gnnblad. "and I uap • 
inO 'an lhal al I did-'--a lal al -
and IOl1 OI rearrange •·h He'• rlght-lllle 
lws beanwuted. • 

On the '--11 IIMII, lhlNd by a garwe 
roiim,mnatingoll<XMN,.-dayrange 
and~ gall g■IIIII, • dlloo tar 
thalgoaby the WlklnlNll-. ow 
der "'-.~ .. old woodln tank, 
once UNd for aoaklllg COIOlhlde, M a plll­
lOml for the dlec loclllr. Scatl8Nd around 

the plaoa - - ...,._.. UNd • =- and macing mad1lnea made into 

~ on the fcutll floar, --. LGlwy 
opened a 1&11na bowing allay, lell(llhe ol 
.-lllniapipa,part al ............ . 
alion ayaeni, - UNd to hold bowing 
1111111. (LGtwy - tcld lllat pullhg a bowl­
inQ dey on the fourth lloor or an old pac,k­
~-utterNallly. 1-aollt­
-· in fact, that 118 II abcu to add eight 
mare ..,_tol<eapupwllhthe......S.) 

A few yards away, at• bar called The 
Sow'• e.. 1h11 -- ammonia plpe­
floc:Md to.-- lr0II • YoU IIOlal a 
CJwiatmle tree fOffll8 \hi parineler ol 
the lolage. °'9ltllld. the nilmga once 
-.-i1o1rallplrtflogandtm­
remail intact-and wll be 1118d to hN 
buckels OI bes from the tar • aoon u 
Lohry fllldll tne to deaiOrl • conlaiw" wllh 
■ C0"81'andapod. 

Allogettis, thia ,_,....,_ ol ....... 
hal llmednot only i1lo. thrivilg-• 
dal -in bul alao lnloa l)GlldSu.111 
allraclion. The delnlAd for ._., it feel, 
o,ew 80 Int 1h11 Lohry fiMIV wall OIII 
and hred 71.,..--dd Levi v .. .....,_ 
who WOl1ced in the plant for 44 years­
• part-tine ku: a,.4de. 

There aleo - • lew iolka st<qling by to 
apend_y_ 

The r- Eleclromoe etore on lhe main 
floor, for ......,..,, i8 now In the top 15 
per0Wtlineale81111C111C1the 104Ullillinthe 
c:llllln, whicl1 i8 • pan ol Dayton Hudlcn 
Co,p. 

And up on the third floor, SteYe Kaimw­
er, 3-C, Nld ha made N muct, in hie firs! 
year In the Whi8key Cleek Pottery u he 
did ... IMCt9 with • muter'• -­
and 12yeara'eaperienoe. 

"Seventy-five to 80 percent OI our bU8i-­
- • from w ol town," LolYy uid, not 
only becalM al the l<Mlat attraction, but 
~ ''rural pecple-f--under· 
stand the idea ol uving 111111 and makilQ ii 
better. They buy a fann and they fix • up 
and increaae lta value . They ' re 
innoYatora." 

W they like what they'wi - 80 far, wall 
'II they catch a glin.-,i ol what Lohry i8 
plannilg for an encore. 

"Can't you )lat - •?" he Mked, dlarg­
inO onto !he lltered, 12,0001lquin-fool 
kll floor wilt, its high, lleel i-ll8d 011-
inge . • ,._, there - the lights," 118 uid, 
pointing to • balconr once UNd for plan! 
loun1, "and ~ there the tltlQe. We 
oould eeat 450 peope out hare, more • 
we UNd thebllloonr. 

''There'e llOll1inQelle ii could be bul • di!­
- theater,·• 118 declared. ''Can1 you -
M?"► Part of Mrs. Lohry'■ stodc. 
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Lohry’i daughter, Diana, 20, waited on a aiatoroar in li»rs. Lohry ’s antique atofe.
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A totMcconnt’t — appropriately decorated with pipe*.
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Lohry'• daughter, Diane, 20, waited 1111 •~In Mre. Lo1Ny'1 antique etor.. 
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Next slop, anoltwf wing of the lifBi floor 
lor a pe* out Ihrou^ ttw cracked win­
dow panes at two huge skinxiang tanks 
once used for treating the plant’s poMed effluent.

Now what? Lohry is asked.

■•It’s obvious." ho replies. "Weld ’em to­
gether. enclose 'em. and you've got the
only Olympic-atce swimming pool in town.

The ideas spa out in a torrent; racquetbe* 
courts on the roof, bumper cars in the 
basement, movie theaters and foix or five i 
sit-down restaiaants scattered Ihrou^ Ihetauikting.

And then there is the old. abandoned, con­
crete flood-control channel stretching t60 
feel across, just outside the Stockyards Station.

"Al it’ll take is some people with imagina­
tion and son* bucks." Lohry said. pu«ng 
out a photograph of a scale model of the 
propel -Stretched across one end of the 
channel and connected by walkway to the 
shopping center is a large motel. At the 
other end is a full-size ice arena and eight 
tennis courts.

And when afl of this .has been accom- 
pished. there's always the KD Short Line 
Railroad, which is what Lohry has taken to 
cNkng the trackage and the t7 railroad 
cars he has acquired.

"One of these days I’m gonrio rant me an 
engine and crew, have'em make up a train 
out of my cars and lake people on a tour of 
Sioux Cfly," he said, noting that lour rai- 
roads converge on the dty to provide him 
with all sorts of route options.

Nobody wii be surprised when he does it.*

A ntodelof Lohry'sdream - filepacfctosflwwejcen^a^
flood-conbof charnel In the foraground. provtdbig room lor 
an Ice arena, tannto courts and a motal.

]o lt01 
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Next elop. anollw wing of,_ ft tloor 
tor a peek OIII ~ the Cf8INCI ._. 
dow1181'"allw0hugealtilnnil,g .... 
OIIC8 l8MI for haling .. plant'• poMad 
effMnt. 

Now wha1? Lohry Is llllked . 

..... olwiotla." he,_.., ''w.111 •-11,, 

gelher, ~ ·-. and ya11• .. gal .. 
Of'lo/~ll'lillnilgpoolill!IMn. 

TheideaaepaOlll inallln'9III: _...... 
eow1a on the roof, bulftpa' cara ill tlle 
~. niowle"--'9andtoworlhe 
1111-cloMt ,___ __,_ llwOlllift 
hbulclng. 

And .......... old,....._..__ 
crele flaocklo,1•01 JWIIII ell'elclillg 180 
r.etacroee.illllOUlaldlt .. Sloclcyads 
Slallon. 

"Mil1 llillaieeomepeoplawilll ...... 
lion and - buclla," Lat.ry Nici, ...... 
0111 a~ of a tea IIIOdll of .. 
property. Sntched--one end ol .. 
c:llannel811!f ooanecl9dby Wlillt,-y lo .. 
ahopping cenlW ie a larg,t IIICICWI. Al h 
~-•• y,eize Ice __ and __ 

tennis cowta. 

And ....... of llill ,las ~ -
plahed, llllre'e....,. ,._KO 8hort i... 
Rlhml, whichiawhall.ollry'---ID 
c.a..g .. lrackaglt and .. 17 railNal 
anhe'-...._ 

"Oae ol "-dllWar•.---• 
englneandcrww, hew ••---•• nil! 
Olllof mrcaraMllllillapeoplaona arot 
Siollx Cly," .. llid, IIOlilg ... ,_ ... 

,_.cm-veonhc:ilytop,Ollideln 
......... .,, _..oplions. 

Nabody .. be ............ hedDeaiL■ 
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"Al this ju* was part o( the piace," Lchry explahedashepunchedtheelevatartwi- 
ton for the ride to the third floor. "It be- 
(onged here." The etrenuoiis tour contin­ued.

On the third floor, 30 yards o( ralTDad ties 
and tradt, part of three and a half mlee of 
trackage acquired with the property, insa 
the front of a custom fiimitm shop.

Nearby, an artMic anangemanl of pipes 
and gauges end valvas dscoratea the aide 
of a pipe and tobacco shop.

At the Spotfiotli Depot, the metal hooks 
once used for hadng hog carcasses have 
been welded In artMic designs to the mel- 
ai slats from a conveyor bait to form an 
ornate awnino and peaked roof over the entrartce.

And at the end of the hal, a coleclion of 
gears and wheels and chans have been 
imbedded in concrete by an artM Lohry 
hired to form a large mos^. h mmCAMPmO ANNUM,

THE COlfllAN COMPANY^ WC.
250 N. St Francte, Wlctiiu, Kan. 67201 ; TIM CoI—mh CodMMtr. *nc- • WlcMta, Kan.

H,. ____ "' ..... HI.Ofly 

.......... padlail ....... .... 
a IDr .. Ilda• .. Md Illar. "I be-
~'--"The -- la. CDll!n-

,. .. Spad18111Dlpal, ........ hoab 
-aallarhalllngl'llg_,_ 
IINIIWlildlllllllarlllllcdaliglalD._ .... 
-----•~baltolona• 
omlll 11WM111 Ml plllMd roof - .. ...... 

On .. i..illlor,30yarda0f~lila 
alld track, part Of._ and a 1111 ..._Of And ll ._ end Of ._ hll. a colllctlon of 
trackaoe.,.__..._iimi-tY,llla 91111'1 and...__. dllN '-i­
lhefrailofaQlalallllwnillnlflop. IINladded i'I 00IICnlllt !Jr an ar1ill Lally 

.._.totorma larQelllDNlc. ► 

~. an ar1lalic •••••• of 1111N 
andgaugeaand ...... ~theeide 
of. pipe and l0balx:o lhop. 

• 
• • • • • 

h 
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KD Station Demolition News 
Posted March 11th, 2010 

Many of us who have grown up in Sioux City have fond memories of the KD Station. 

Originally built by Swift & Company, the building operated as meat packing plant in Sioux 

City for nearly 60 years. In the ?O's KD Station was turned into a shopping and 

entertainment center. My personal memories of KD Station start when I was a child and 

frequented Picadilly Circus, a game-filled pizza place located in KD Station. Picadilly Circus 

was often the site for birthday parties and a popular family hang out after Saturday 

afternoon soccer games. In high school, the mini-golf course and bowling alley were a 

favorite activity for my friends and I on weekends. Although the KD station has brought 

many memories and stories over the years, the clean up and demolition process of the 

deteriorating building have been less glamorous. Here is the update from the City of Sioux 

City (http://www.sioux-city.org)regarding the project. 

(http://www.siouxlandchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/kddemolition.jpg) 

KD Station Asbestos Abatement and Demolition - Project Highlights 

• The contractor, Dore & Associates Contracting Inc, has done a great job 

keeping the project on schedule during one of the worst winters Sioux City has 

experienced in memory. The main building is down and the asbestos and 

hazardous waste has been removed from the site. The out buildings have also 

been demolished and the basement is being filled as the demolition progresses. 

• The remaining work includes the demolition of the east building addition, filling 

the remainder of the basement, and grading and seeding the site. Some 

additional support is needed to reinforce the tunnel wall to provide adequate 

support for the installation of backfill. And, of course, the smoke stack needs to 

be removed. The demolition of the smoke stack is one of the last things Dore will 

do after the rest if the building is removed so a date has not been determined yet. 

• The project is on scheduled and the completion date is still targeted for June 

30, 2010. (http://www.siouxlandchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/kd21.jpg) 

• The KD Station demolition is one of the larger projects of its type that the city has 

tackled and the city is utilizing eight funding sources for this $4.2 million 

project. 

• After the KD Station demolition is complete the city will be moving forward with 

the cleanup of petroleum contaminated soil on the north end of the site. The 

soil contamination is the result of fuel oil leakage from the three above ground 
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We officially welcomed MedPharm Iowa 

as a new Chamber member today. 

https://t.co/ohaiUvFpy9 

https://t.co/cO5NxnrWaf 

(https://twitter.com/siouxlndchamber/status/1073366: 

Dec 13, 2018 

Congratulations to The Security Institute 

on their 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

https://t.co/RAHaMMQi9B 

https://t.co/eNdNyTIKmF 
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Today's ribbon cutting marked the 

completion of the Sioux City Art Center's 

Gilchrist Learning Center. Stop by this ... 

https://t.co/QOQpRUyT1 W 

(https://twitter.com/siouxlndchamber/status/1 070814! 

Dec 6, 2018 

Central Bank now offers mortgage 

lending inside United Real Estate 

Solutions' downtown Sioux City offices in 

the Un ... https://t.co/1 BaMPiPHFa 
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The Pierce Street reconstruction in front 

of UnityPoint Health - Sioux City is 

officially complete! ... 

https://t.co/xBHSrRueiB 
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storage tanks that were located in 

the northeast corner of the site. 

This cleanup process will be 

conducted under the oversight of 

the Iowa Dept of Natural 

Resources' Land Recycling 

Program. 

If you have any comments or 

questions regarding the asbestos 

abatement and demolition of KD Station, please contact Michelle Brady with the City of 

Sioux City (712-279-6245) or Ryan Peterson with Howard R. Green Company (515-278-

2913). 

-Beth Trejo, Director of Investor Relations 

Comments are closed. 
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
CHRIS !<RAMER, ACTING DIRECTOR 

December 18, 2018 

Bob Scott, Mayor 
City of Sioux City 
City Hall 
P.O. Box 447 
Sioux City, IA 51102 

l(IM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

Re: Midland Packing Company (a.k.a. K-D Stockyards Station, Swift Meat Packing Plant) 
2001 Leech Avenue 

Dear Mayor Scott: 

It has come to the attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of Iowa that the Midland Packing 
Company (a.k.a. K-D Stockyards Station, Swift Meat Packing Plant) at 2001 Leech Avenue in Sioux City, which 
was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1979, was demolished in 2010. Because of this, the 
building no longer meets the criteria for listing in the National Register. 

We are providing notification that the SHPO will be requesting that the National Park Service delisVremove the 
property from the National Register of Historic Places. If we do not hear from you within 30 days from the date of 
this letter we will move forward with the delisting. 

Kind regards, 

(/J=:;}J""'--'"' ....... 
State Historian and National Register Coo inator 
laura .sadowsky@iowa.gov I 515.281.3989 I iowaculture.gov 

STATE HI STOR ICAL BUILDING • 600 E. LOCUST ST. • DES MOINES, IA 503 19 • 515.28l.5l 11 • IOW/\CULTURE.GOV 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
CHR IS KRAMER. ACTING DIRECTOR 

December 18, 2018 

City of Sioux City 
P.O. Box 447 
405 6th St 
Sioux City, IA 51102-0447 

Dear Property Owner: 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG. LT. GOVERNOR 

It has come to the ·attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of Iowa that the Midland 
Packing Company (a.k.a. K-D Stockyards Station, Swift Meat Packing Plant) at 2001 Leech Avenue in 
Sioux City, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1979, was demolished in 
2010. Because of this, the building no longer meets the criteria for listing in the National Reg ister. 

We are providing notification that the SHPO will be requesting that the National Park Service 
delist/remove the property from the National Register of Historic Places. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days from the date of this letter that this information is in error, we will move forward with the 
delisting . 

Sine~ 

ra Sadow ky 
State Historian an National Registe Coordinator 
laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov I 515.281.3989 I iowaculture.gov 

STATE HISTOR ICAL. BUILDING • 600 E. LOCUST ST. • DES IVIOI N ES, IA 503 19 • 5 l 5.28 1. 51 l J • IOWACULTUR E.GOV 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
IOWAt\ll IS PRODUCE ~TATE'.' 1 ~, s:,. 
COUNCIL IOWA • , . , OF IOWA 

January 29, 2019 

Joy Beasley, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms Beasley: 

C3CJ\/f:Rf\!QR 
. (3O\/ERf,!OR 

The Iowa State Historic Preservation Office is requesting the removal of three resources from the National Register of 
Historic Places due to demolition: 

Burnstein-Malin Grocery, #98001277 
• 1241 6th Avenue, Des Moines, Polk County. 
• Demolished at some point between 2013 and 2016. 
• Enclosures: 

• Notifications to owner and chief elected official. 
• 1983 photos of resource from SHPO files and Google Street image from 2018. 

Midland Packing Company, #79000952 
• 2001 Leech Avenue, Sioux City, Woodbury County. 
• Demolished in 2010. 
• Enclosures: 

• Notification letters to owner and chief elected official. 
■ Online news report of demolition and Google Earth photos from 2006 and 2018. 

Benson Building, #95000969 
• 214 East 2nd Street, Ottumwa, Wapello County. 
• Fire and subsequent demolition in 2018. 
• Enclosures: 

• Notifications to owner and chief elected official. 
• Letter of notice of loss from the Ottumwa Historic Preservation Commission and online news 

accounts of fire and demolition. 

ln accordance with 36 CFR 60.15, the chief elected officials and owners of each property have been notified in 
accordance with the state's established notification procedures and were given 30 days to respond. No responses were 
received from any party. Copies of all letters are enclosed. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Laura Sadowsky, State Historian and National Register 
Coordinator, at laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov. 

Steve King, AIA 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
steven.king@iowa.gov j 515.281.40131 iowaculture.gov 

Enclosures. 


