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The Midland Packing Ctnpany plant, opened in January 1920, is located on the flats
Nst of the Floyd River , on the southern edge of Sioux City.
This area has since 1880 been the locus of the meat packing industry in the city,
with most of the major plants and the stockyards centered here. The Midland plant
is sitLated on Leech Avenue, with an abandoned channel to the east, US Highway 20
and extensive aul yards to the north. The area is very open, with many vacant
areas interspersed with assorted industrial and ocnmercial ocaiplexes.

The Midland plant is approximately 240" east-west, 330" north-south, and about
90" hi”. The main part of the plant has 6 floors plus basement, vhile sections
to the northeast and south have five floors. At the north end is a five-floor
rendering plant, with holding pens, enclosed in a one-story structure of more
recent vintage, beyond.

Exterior walls of the packing plant are reinforced concrete with cork insulation .
faced with red or buff brick. Interior walls and floors are of the same materials
and the large rooms have ceilings SL%ported 1.* thick, concrete pillars. Decoration
IS confined Iargely to the south (Leech St.) and west facades, and consists of
flat bricS™M”™S with molded concrete detail. The south end of the plant, vfelLch
suffered a major explosion in 1949, was rebuilt using red (rather than buff) brick.
Windows (many now filled in) are groiped in threes between brick piers.

The plant was operated by Swift and (jonpany frcm 1924 bo 1974. When purchased

by the present owner, much of the equipment and machinery (continually Lpdated
over the years) was left in the building. These elements have been incorporated
into various decorative schemes as part of the rdiabilitation of the plant to house
specialty shops and other businesses. The boiler and machine rooms, vMch contain
some ec‘mpment from the-early days of the plant, are intact, as are the fifth and
sixth floors, vdiich are presently vacant.

The packing plant vias arranged on a "gravity flow" principle, with the processes
beginning at the top and becoming more specialized toward the basement. The packing
process began on the fifth floor, below a large hog cooler on the sixth. Livestock
entered the northeast comer, directly onto the killing floor across the north end

of the plant. The carcasses were then hung in large coolers to the south of the
killing floor. On the fourth floor was the pork cutting area, tank area, and freezer.

See continuation sheet
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At third floor level, operations became more varied; pork cuts were trinmed

here, and there were salt roans, an "oleo roan" and again nore freezer space.

The second floor was occupied by freezers, pork belly grading roan, lard

tanks and the refregeration plant for the beef cooler on the floor below. The
first floor was largely a beef operation; cutting roans, coolers and lard

tanks were located here, along with a beef loading dock on the west side of

rt]he plant. The basement contained a hide cellar, brine tanks, and area for /gradin?
ams.

The operations discussed above occupied the greater part of the plant. The southern-
most section évdiich on the exterior is indicated by red brick and extensive window
area) was used for the production of processed meats, such as sausages and bacon.
Sausage initially prepared on the fiftxi floor of this section, with cooler

a” packing area on the floor below. Bacon was cut and stored with hams on the
third floor. The second floor contained smokehoixses and lard refinery area. The
meats were assembled and packaged on the first floor, and ranoved via a loadincr

dock on the east end.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN{FICANCE

The Midland Packing Company plant is associated with an interesting chapter in the
history of meat packing in Sioux City and in Iowa. Its construction was one of

a series of speculative -- and essentially fraudulent -- ventures in meat packing
which occurred in Iowa during the years 1917-1925, and involved nearly $15 million.
When the "bubble" burst, the Midland plant was acquired by Swift & Co. of Chicago,
whose presence in Sioux City after 1924 ensured that city's national preeminence
as a meat packing center. :

The "packing house boom" of 1917-1925 was a national phencmenon arising from a
combination of greed on the part of investors and speculators, and certain beliefs
widely held by the general public at that time. The entry of the U.S. in World
War I created a huge market for meat products, resulting in apparently unlimited
opportunity for profit. It appeared to many people that most of these profits
accrued to the "meat trust" -- big Chicago packers such as Armour and Swift —--

who took advantage of their near-monopoly to establish artifically high prices

for their products. Another factor, unrelated to meat packing, was that the market
in Liberty Bonds declined during 1919, encouraging many people to Seck moré lucrative
investments. (McCarty, pp. 76-78). Speculators seized upon this combination of
circumstances, and the results were a series of packing hiouse ventures,” four of
which were located in Iowa. These ventures were much alike: plans for an indepen-
dent packing company were drawn up and shares of stock sold to unwary investors
responding to the opportunity to make a profit and at the same time undercut the
"meat trust". A great deal of money changed hands, but little of it ever returned
to stockholders, instead being siphoned off by "company officials" and assorted
politicians.

The Corn Belt Packing Company in Dubuque was the most "successful", in that it
actually operated for three years before investors forced its close. The plant
was housed in the old Dubuque Brewing and Malting Co. buildings. The Farmers'
Mutual Packing Company, in Muscatine, was less substantial: it consisted of

a former lumber company property with a new name on the office door. Still more
ephemeral was the Associated Packing Company plant in Des Moines, which never
grew beyond the purchase of a second-hand hog-scraping machine.

The Midland venture was different from these in that a new plant was built and

put into operation -- although only for a few months. The company was incorporated

in 1918 and the plant -- reputed to have cost $3 million —-- opened in January 1920.

It closed the following May, amid stockholders' suits and petitions from the state

Attorney General asking the courts to put the plant in receivership. However, a

plant so new would not long remain idle. In 1924 it reopened, having been acquired
See continuation sheet
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by Swift & Co., vdiich operated the plant until 1974.

The coming of Swift represented a climax in the history of Sioux City meat
packing, v/~ich had been building since the turn of the century. Hie industry
did not develop in Sioux City until the early 1870's, and for twenty years
th”eafter was dominated by local, independent firms. The first of the
Chicago packers — Cudahy — came in 1892. A tradition of sorts was thereby
established: Cudahy and the other national firms (Armour and Swift) moved
iInto existing plants, thus avoi*ding an immediate capital outlay. Amour

& Co. opened In Sioux City in 1901, thereby establishing the city as "the
leading packing center in lowa, and one of the important centers in the
nation” (McCarty, p. 64). In subsequent years, rumors of a third "big"
backer in Sioux Cié%/ were rife, but they were not realized until the coming
of Swift to the Midland plant in 1924. with three major packers located in
Sioux City, the city became lowa's largest packing center, and one of the
itost prominent in the nation. Today, the Midland-Swift plant is the only
one of the original facilities remaining from these important early 20th-
century decades.
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DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 20 November 1978 ItECEWED

Dr. William J. Mirtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Subject: Midland Packing Company
Sioux City, Woodbury Co., lowa

Sir:

The property listed above has received approval from lowa's National
Register Nominations Review Committee, and is now submitted to your
office for consideration for the National Register of Historic Places,
Procedures used by this office to meet requirements pertaining to
public notification and comment have been approved by, and are on

file in, your office.

Sincerely,

Lan D. Anderson _ _
State Historic Preservation Officer

26 EAST MARKET STREET . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52240
TELEPHONE (319) 353-4186/353-6949
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PAPER & SOPPLICO.
Of SI00X CITY, fWIUNIC:
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/ PHONES: AREA CODE (712) 255-3589-255-3580
Deoember 12, 1978

ID Station
Stookyarfs
SiotDc City, lona,

Copy

Attiki Mr, Kemlt Lowiy

Dear Mr. Lowry*

We note by news iten that your efforts In providing our

entire area with a reTjtallzed landmark such as your KD
Station J.S drawing national attention.

May we bo on record that we substantiate the feelings

of our entire city that the KD Station has given thousands
of people a ohanoe to Bake onoe again a nostal#lo view of
the paste Also, you have given an added eoononlo boost by
the presenoe of many jobs to otur oity.

We know we join in wishing ydu the best of luck in helping
you to establish KD Station as a permanent landmark.

Tours truly,
PAPEi ANPLT COMPAHY

PHESIDEIRT

PERT TOILET TISSUE A TOWELS ML/c

PROFESSIONAL
MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

WESPACO BRAND

SO.DAK, i

WESPACO
BRAND

n7

DISTRIBUTORS OF COMPLETE INDUSTRIAL AND MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES - PAPER PRODUCTS - TWIN s

JANITOR SUPPLIES - SPECIALTIES
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Mrs. Edward F. Samore
712 Thirty Second Street
Sioux City 4, lowa

K[aog&rds Station, the former

Swift packing plant, has been
nominated for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places.
Announcement of the nomination was
made in Washington, D. C. KD

SR AR o R A BES

in the National Register will be made;in
the near future and he expects it wilfbe
favorable.

“A representative of the fedwal
General Services Administration was
in Sioux City Tuesday,” said Lohry,
“and said that the national government

J; vt .
= federal tax breaks and In some cases IS stipulating expressly that it prefers
® g assistance in maintenance and restora-  that old building be restored, rather
tion of the site. Persons interested in than that they be destroyed, not only for
; ot energy conservation reasons but for
j A &,Orﬁggn%%%'i? o Zéhfﬁ ?ﬁg&%%gg? of ¥ historic reasons as well. As a result, the
i ' ' . i . .
g National Register, office of Archeology ~ 9OVernment is giving incentives, such
and Historic Preservation, Department Sﬂﬁé?ﬁgtg s0 that people can recycleold
173 A~ ofthe Ig%ggmk;émgsgg%toonn, %ﬁdze%oéy “We feel that we have macte a lot of
g Kermit Lohry, is a shopping center strides with K-D, and already have
I T=» g located in the former Swift packing proved the principle that an- older
| building can be used successfully.
Lohry’s daughter, Cathie, said Tues-
; Lohry expressed great pleasure : or
Slo i :» Tuesday night at the news that the K-D day nlg_ht that probabiy a ”“mbe'_r of
3 g  Stockyards Station has been nominated iﬁ)%P%tlnggegg%rts t];())/t ;Foeug-git?/%%%
g for inclusion in the National Register, : ;
« and feels hopeful that the nomination Washington by the Dec. 22 deadline.
-~ wiU beconfirmed in the near future, R-D Stoc[rwards SFatiOn was one of
vy application that K-D be included two sites nominated for inclusicm in the
Q Jj  in the register was fillei nt by his National Register, according to the
daughter, Cathie, and senti > lowa ' Tuesday news release from
li;  State Historical Society, as sue “tate Washington. The other one is the C. H.
societies are required to make the ~ Whit™ad House at Marshalltown,
nominations to the National Register. lowa.
. ':;)féfgt; zggrrlg\?e(liastthS(;tggfircya:?oens?rfg Two other Sioux City sites have been
g ftar named to the National Register of
g forwarded it to the NaUonal Register in Historic Places. They are the Floyd

Washington. Lohry said that he is’
hopeful that the decision to Include K D

Monument and the Central High School
“Castle on the Hill” building.
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Williams & Company

7U Douolas St., P. O. Box 3226
Sioux City, lowa 51102

CevURed Pabkc Accountanis Area Code 712,252- 4041

129 First St, N.W.. P. O. Box 634.
Lb Mars, | io3l
December 14, 1978 Aren Code 712 546+7801

916 lowa Avb., P. O. Box 220
Omawa, lowa 51040
Area Code 712,423*2616

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20402

Re: K-D Stockyards Station
Sioux City, lowa

Dear Sirs:

I read in the Sioux City Journal of December 13, 1978,
that the K-D Stockyards Station, the former Swift Packing Plant,
has been nominated for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places. | have been a resident of Sioux City, lowa, for
56 years and | encourage you to favorably consider this nomination
in order to preserve our heritage in the agricultural industry for
which the midwest is known.

Mr. Kermit Lohry, on an individual basis, has already
done much to preserve this heritage and any encouragement that he

could receive through the Department of Interior would be greatly
appreciated by many of us in this area.

Yours JtrulVj,

R. V. Williams
RVW:mn

Post Office Box 3226
Sioux City, lowa 51102
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December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeologiy & Histofic Preservation
Department of the Tnterior

VJashington, D. C. 20402

Dear Sir:

In my opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux
City, lowa, should De in theé National iregister
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and
entertainment for all age groups as well as being
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he
took it upon himself alone to restore this old
packing plant into the unique establishment that
it is.

Sincerely



December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register )
Office of Archeology & Histofic Preservation

Department of the Interior
VJashington, D, C. 20402

Dear Sir:

In ray opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux
City, lowa, should be in the National Register
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyment and
entertainraent for all age groups as well as being
original on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he
took it upon himself alone to restore this old
packing plant into the unique establishment that
It is.

Sincerely,

N/ \VvA,Nr-
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December 15, 1978

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation
Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20402—

Dear Sir:

In ray opinion the K-D Stockyards Station in Sioux
City, lowa, should be in the National Register
of Historic Sites. It provides enjoyraent and
entertainraent for all age groups as well as being
ori%inal on the part of Kermit Lohry in that he
took 1t upon himself alone to restore this old
packing plant into the unique establishment that
It is.

Sincerely,
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December 18, 1978
Sioux City, lowa

Dear Sirs:

I am pleased to learn that the KD Stockyards Station in Sioux
City has been nominated for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places. The Stockyards Station has been a most popular
Vvisitation spot, not only for us local citizens, but also numerous
out of town visitors have toured the facilities.

And, since agriculture, livestock production, and related businesses
are a great' part of our heritage in this part of the nation, | believe
the preservation of the old Swift packing plant, the KD Stockyards
Station, would be a positive step. | am hopeful that the nomination

will be confirmed in the future. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours.

Jim Rodenburg
3008 S. Cornelia
Sioux -City, lowa 51106
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SYDNEY D. BERGEN, D.P. M.

RANDALL P. BERGEN, D.P. M PODIATRIC MEDICINE

Suite 714 < Frances Building ¢ Sioux City, lowa 51 loi
DONALD J. ARENSON, D.P. M.
PHONE 255-3526

DeceoBher 18, 1978

National Register
Oepartaent of Interior
Wellington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I m writing you in regards to inclusion of K. D.
Stodgrard Station into the National Register of HLstorio
Places*

I whole heartdly recoanend this appointnent be
approTed for many reasons. One as a conservation masure,
tso, the historic significance it has in the agricultural
developnent of this county, thirdly, the sig>erb job
Mr. Kezwdt Lohy has done In restoration of the building,
salvaging the original internal decore.

Again n?/ fullest endorseaent for J|,
a

Statlon to place upon the Naticma ’\glster’\
Places.

Dr. Randa
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CASTLE ON THE HILL ASSOCIATION

A Non-Profit Corporation
P.O. Box 1776

BSfe *M M i i4* SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51102

December 18, 1978

:I'he Ca.stle on the Hill

Keeper of the Hational Register . _
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20Ii02

There is a strong core of people in Sioux Cit¥
very interested In preserving its heritage* The
Castle on the Hill is one exan®ile of Sioux City's

interest in reusing its old buildings.

We appreciate the advantage of being placed on

the National Register of Historic Places and ask
that you consider favorablg the ap(JoIication of
K-D Stockyards Station to be placed on the National

Register.
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Riverside Lutheran Church
618 FLORENCE AVENUE SIOUX CITY. IOWA 51109

CHURCH 233-1491 PARSONAGE 233-1568

19 December 1976

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Acheology & Historic Preservation
Dept* of the Interior

Washington* D.C. 10402

Dear Sir;

I write concerning the application of the KD Stockyards Stations
for inclusion into the National Register for Historic Places*
Being a resident of the area of Sioux City, | would heartily
underscore the inclusion of this site* Within a short period

of time, places such as the old packing houses as we knew them
will be past, torn down*..and all that will be left will be
pictures*..and not good ones at that!! Ip the meantime, an era
will be past, new matexaal will be processed, consuming additional
energies, erected on the site where a perfectly good structure
now stands, and we will be that much poorer as a people, as a
nation for hawing let a way of life slip by us and not making

proper note of it*

Please underline my support of this application on these two
accounts*
Thank yoy, NN XY

Fred J* Petal/s, pastor

' MAKE GOD'S'HOUSE YOUR HOME FOREVER"
Psalm 23:6
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JaHy AMERICAN POP CORN COMPANY

I ” I Ie BOX 178 « SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51102 + PHONE 71 2/239-1 232
December 27, 1978

Keeper of the National Register
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20402

Gentlemen:

| recently read in the Sioux City Journal that the K-D Stockynrd*; Stntinn
here in Sioux City, formerly the Swift Packing Plant, has been nominated
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

| urge you to favorably consider this nomination as the K-D Stockyards
Station is certainly worthy of such an award. Sioux City is an agricultural
area specializing in meat packing, and the work being done at the K-D
Stockyards Stations truly preserves Sioux City's heritage.

Your Department's favorable consideration will be greatly appreciated by
all of us in this area.

Sincerely yours,

RICAh POP CORN COMPANY A

‘FO

Carlton P. Smith

CPS:hai

World's Largest Producers and Packers of Pop Corn

N\
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TELEPHONE REPORT

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project. Midland Packing Plant, Sioux City, lowa

To/R”: Martha Bowers Date: 1/25/79
Address : "hpo staff Phone!
Staff Member: F'~andsen Division:

Report.  Asked for dearer statement of what buildings are induded.

M. Bowers said that nomination was ody for the Main packing plant.
In photo #2 it is the large structure with the sign KD Stock7ards

Station. It is a large L-shaped structure with a four story
connected ad Ution to the rear. The shed roof strucutres behind it

and 1! the forground are not included. No buildings west of railroad

line are induded.

On
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTe  ICM.

Date Entered JAN 29 |979

Name

Mldlaad Pacsltlag Camfaay (Svift Paeklng Compmitf)

Location

Sioux Cltr
Woodbury County

Also Notified

Honorable John C. Culver

Bonorabl* Bogar Japsaa
Honorabla Barklay W. Badall

NR Byers/bjr 2/8/79

For further information,

Stata Hiatorle Praaaraatlon Offtear

Mr. Adrian Andaraon _

Diraetor, lona Stata Hlatoriaal
Dapartntnt _

Division of Historic Prasarvaticm

26 East Markat Straat

lowa City, lona 52240

please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,
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From The Stockyards Statloo — The People Place

Pnblished whenever the ipIrH moves.

eality Of Station Sparks Plans

ByCbackVeMhiiizeB

Creating a tfw"Tptng center out oi an old
poeiring plant ia much like the fantasy of
men landing on the moon. With each,
breatb-takittg ideas are being ~ou”™t up
and acted upon. New shopa continae to
appear at the Station while other shops
must move to larger quarters. Tens of
thousands ol persons visit the complex
weekly and are fascinated at the progress
already shown.

While literally thousands have trekked
through the ccrridorsand intc the shops of
the building referred to as the M«in
mnm:o: many visitors are probably

extremities of the 25 acre complex which
comprises the KD Stockyards Station. This
article ia intended to acquaint you with
dxMM plans and intentions.

Parking will never be a problem.
Currently, fenir free parking lots are being
used, which will accommodate more than

cars. On the east tide of the old Floyd
cfaaonel 3> acres are being reserved for
future parking. A portico of tbit area has
already been surfaced which will bold
more than 400 parked autos. When totally
completed parking stalls will number
more than 2,000.

Running north and south near the Main
Station is s rare strip of wasteland. It is
an abandoned steel and concrete river
channe] that was the old Floyd River bed
before it was re-channeSed for flood con-
trol. Consisting of U acres, 140" wide and
25' deep, .Lofary wi like_to see It
develops into aoseflil piece of real estate
and a maater that aeens ex-
tremely logical.

One idea is to create a livestock arena
near the world’s largest stockyards, 'nus
covered b ng would be constructed ia
the channel. The roof would span the top,
and 15 feet bdow the surface, a floor
constructed of steel and concrete would be
covered with a thick layer of earth, thus
creating the necessary floor for rodeos and
livestock showings.

Next to the Hvestodc anas would be
another arena — this would house an ice
skating rink. Again the roof would be built
over the top of the channel with the ice
area located 15 feet below the surface, or
10 feet above the bottom of the chanoel
which measures 120' x 220’ at that point.
BleadMrs could be placed in the area
which would seat some 3500 persons. Iteing
ea aosne of the mmnymt*
equipment already in the «impi«, the
constructioo cost would be well below that
of a new facility. This would give youth
hockey and recrestioaal ice ~tiog a
brane. Bleacbos would be portatde and
could be relocated to other areas, such as
the livestock arcoa or
courts, when the occaskw warraitts.

The teunis court concept is a natural.
The channel 10 feet above the base
measures 120°. the length of a standard
tennis court. Lohry uys that eight of these
tennis courts, each 60’ wide could be
constructed in the north end of the chan-
nel. Although energy costs prohibit sir
conditioning such a large area in the
smnmer, an idea that is being used in
Kansas may provide an aiuwtu- to year-
around courts. It would involve con-
structing steel supports across the channel
and creating a large “bubble” with in-
sulated fabric which could be drawn much
like a veoetioo Uind, thus creating outdoor
courts. In the winters, they would be
heated by solar energy. Giving the players
warm and well-tit courts for continuous
playing throughout the year.

Between the mamoth ice Arena and the
ultra-modem tennis courts would tower a
majestlc6story, SOO unit Hotel. Although it
would be construct at ground level, huge
supporting legs would run deep Into the
channel leaving an open and shaded area
at the channel level. A transparent akyway
from the second floor would line the motel
with the Main Station, to enable guests
easy access to many shops, restaurants
sod the swimming pool.

The 25 meter pool would be located on
the second floor level immediately north of
the Main Station. A skyway of glaaa and
steel would also connect the pool with the
Main SUtion. Covering the pool in the
same manner as the tennis courts with the
solar heating concept would permit
swimmers to enjoy the water during al
seasons of the year. Filling the pool with
fresh water frmn the Station’s own wells,
would assure swimmers of the freshest
water avaUable anywhere! A patio would
allow swimmers to lounge between dips.
Below the patio, men”s and women's
locks- rooms are airea™” completed.

North of the Main Station and adjacent
to the swimming pool the Market House
already being oied for tfaowinga from
livestock to eeraroJes. It OHniortahly holds
several tbonsands of powont in the bam-
like structure. It could be made into a
great farmers market, auction bouse, or
many other things.

Since trains are very mudi a symbol of
ttte KD Stockyards Station with Reaming
steel tracks running nearly everyi®iere, it
seems only natural to have a train. One
real interesting UOmm_U y involves the
Great Northernengine located at the Sioux
City AuditM'ium. The engine was en-
trusted to the Gty many years ago with the
condition that the city would keep it dean
and maintain it. H'hat better way could the
city carry out Its vow, than to transfer it to
the KD Stockyards Station and have ex-
perienced and excited railroad personnel
mmm%ﬁ.m the engine and ~ve it life once

Once restored, the train would run on
boUdays, dui”™ River-Cade, and other
special occasions. With permiMiaD from

local railroads, it could carry carloeds of
passengers across the muddy Missouri
west to Nmih Sioux City, north to Leeds
and even south to the Port Neal area. Thh
project would enable the many personi
who have never experienced a train ride tc
dosowith the help of tbe Gty of Sioux Gty

There are 16railroad cars owned by
Station of which 7 are in fme condii
These cars would be pulled by the Greai
Northern engine while the remaining cai
would be coverted into offices
restaurants, etc., which would rest oi
tracks preseoUy laid throughout the
station complex.

The first ptojvci, however, ia the
construction of a bridge that will connect
the east parking lot with the Main Station.
It will resemble railroad passenger cars
m:a span the Old Floyd Channel where it
into another enclosed area before
Emo:.:m the Station.

Most areas will be ramped for wheel
chairs, strollers, carts, etc. mo<mJ
elevators will soon be is operati<m,
which four are pr~ently in use.

Hiese ideas combined with the already
successful sports sttrsctioiw st the KD
Stockyards Station will no doubt make this
the largest recreational area in a sinfle
complex in this part of the nation,

H»r/

Die Vbu fewew Xm

The propensity to truck, b«ter and
exchange one thing for another iseommoo
toallmen. and to be found in no other race
of animals.

— Adam Smith
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Watch For

Our New
Summer Hours

Happenings
AtKD

Exciting things have been taking (dace
here at the Station. To mention a few:

February’ brought to the Statim a group
of people from ”The lowa Arts Counci
who are interested in preserving old
buildings. They were very interested in
whst bsd taken (dace at KD, as they are
promoting building restoration throu|d>out
lowa. Dubuque has a great startand many
ideas wen exchanged.

The Soo Bowman Archery Gub had a
meet Feb. 27 in the archery range in the
lower level of the SUtion

During March KD hosted the Angus
Cattle Show and Sale, also "Ejqdoring Bee
Days,” and the IBIA Bull Sale, all of which
created much excitement. There were lots
of pec”*e roaming among the exhibits and
bed displays. A Microwave cooking sdiool
was put on by the lowa Beef Industry

mémﬁr%% was wril attended and voy

Tlw Model Airidace exhibit and contest
was coiorful and fun.

April brings the lowa Amateur Artista.
The ""Ham's"" or amateur radio operators
congregated at KD at a “Ham Fest”
sponsored by Siouxland Repeaters
Assodalionand Sioux City Amateur Radio
Club. The hard-working members of
Junior Achievement brought their wares
to ihe station to sell at year’s end.

April 22, 23 and 24 bii~t fine oriental
hand woven rugs from India. This will be a
limited showing and sale.

Watch for the Team Electronics CB
Jamboree May 14 and 15, The Tri-SUte
Cennalcs Show May 21 and 22, Scandia
Artisto Open House May 19 and 26, and the
Hrsl KD SUtiOQ AnnuaJ Gun Show June 10
and II.

The most advanced nations are always

the nations of storekeepers and mer-
Chanté

— Potter
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KD Stockyards Station;_
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Whsnyou comidRr e fact fhat a half
million square foot shopjng center is
located at the busy intersection of two
major highways nothing unusual seems to
exist, 'nie situation becomes more bizarre
when you note that a bowling alley is
located on the fourth floor, in fact, the
facility’s reincarnated life from packing
plant to shopping and recreation centtf
moves the imagination. What you see
under this unusual roof is the imagination
that was moved by Kermit Lcrinry.

Let's go back a few years. . . back to
IdI8 when the meat packing plant was first
built. . . then purchased by Swift and
Company in 1924. Over the years, some
100,000 people have been employed there..

One of them; 70-year old Levi Van Met”?,
who now wortcs for KD as a security
guard and tour guide, started working for
Swift on the day the plant opened. March
17, 1924; Si. Patrick's Day. Van Meter
worked at the facility ior 45 years. *

*We ran two 8-hour shifts in those
days, processing ho”. cattle and sheep...
It's amazing to me now when | walk
through the 4lh floor and see the bowling
alley where the pork-cutting operation
used to be. . Ilte building itself isn’'t
without its own history. Twenty-one em-
ployees were killed and 91 injured on
December 14. 1949, when a natural gas
eig}Josion ripped out the south end of the
ax story structure. 'Hie entire area was
under water when tlve Misscniri River
flooded its banks on June 6, 1953. In the
early 70s, Swift began developing a new.
modem plant south of the city on In-
terstate 29. . . and in early 1975, moved the
txilk of it meat processing cyieration to the
new facility. In the process. Swift left
behind a large part of its processing
equipment, including  machinery,
generators, scales, pumps, lumber,
stainless steel, locker rooms, elevators
and even smoke houses. . . They also left
behind a monumental clean-up job. With
much of the main plant refrigerated, there
was an abundance of water dripping when
the cooling units wctc disconnected and
the ice started melting. *

When the facility went up for sale,
there were those who wanted to salvage
the equipment imide and tear the building
down. . . In fact, everyone wanted to.
except Lohry. He alone saw the
pj-saiWliUe. for lhe otrog woll built

suture Witt it. 30” waite of concrete
taick and cort, “~ ecologically sound

eneiy uying bulAng that would be e

to ehegl % t%e Wlnt%V and’vcog in ?ﬁ%
mimmer Herewaa bi that could be
renovated, reused and remolded mto

of. But not many shared Lohry s viaioD...

Vision Becomes Reality

SToch

KermR Ldiry's connitment la IM% to Ibe future of KD fiioekyurds SUtian uudi

tu the httve of Shuu CKy.

Thenational trend to save older structures
has been late in reaching Sioux City. The
nostalgia, beauty, tradition and heritage of
Gihradelli Square in San Francisco and
Trolley Square in Salt Lake City were
remote concepts. . . (daces you visited
while on vacation. There was a real doubt
that such a {d)enom«)on could take place
in Northwest lowa.

And after a short period of
negotiations. Lohry succeeded in pur-
chasing an abandoned meat Packing Plant
in the heart of the Sioux City Stockyards.
‘Tt was a challenge to me.” Lohry ex-
plains, *'not just as a profit motive, but as
a real chance to develop something that
was, desperately needed for the entire

= Lohry s greatest personal asset is his
vision, his imagination and enthusiasm.
The complexities of this undertaking

would tax them all.
. Today those early dreams, co”>led
with Loft’s determination have yielded

results. Ihere are 41 shops and rggﬁg%n

) ,,uY a third of the 500,000 aquate
feet available for use ha. been lined”~uch

A in the s and .recreation
(j.»ji,uea comea Pro%q'oé)s original equip-

mert left behind by the packi™~"™nXi

,f die realaiiranta, to be called, naturally

"The Scale House.' The structure cost
nearly three million dollars to build back
in 1918. It would have taken between 14 and
16 million to build it today. L<9iry figures to
have between 3.5 and 4 million invested
before he’s through renovating. In addition
to the land on which the buildings are
located. Ltrfiry has purchase a nearby
Q-act of 15 acres. Between that properly
and the KD complex, lies an abant™oned
concrete channel of the Missouri River. In
the planning stages are an ice skating rink,
tennis courts and racquetball handball
courts with a mote] spanning the channel.

The complex site also contains some
3.000 feet railroad track and Lohry has
already purchased some 16 dining”™
passenger and caboose cars, whid) will be
remodeled into (rffices. branch banks or
restaurants; and even used for chartered
train trips far and near,

Kermit Lohry's commitment is 100%
to the future of the KD Stockyards Station
and to the fuUre of &oux City and anyone
who is around him is caught up in the
momentum of this dream come true.

"Man was made to create,’ says
Lbtay. "*to build. When be sb” creating,
be stops living." Although his name is on
the title. Lohry says no one could own a
building like that. **I'm just a treasurer, a
trustee for the artifacts of the past... One
day. I'll past thenk(B to tomeooe dse.""
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K i;ny tnopping cantor.

Packinghouse turns shopping mall,

still packs 'em in

- 7m

Lohry in Mt offlcain Ow canlar, etfad th* KD Stockyanli StaUoa.

Staff Photo* by Ragone Radniecki
ByDickVouiigblood
Staff Writer

Sioux City, lowa

Kemri Lotry waved his aims al the oom-
modious mnante of the blaak. duttored en-
gine room and was appropriately inspired.

"Can't you just see »?" he demanded,
playing a fiashight beam over the tangle
of compressors and pipe-fittings and
gauges. “Ite a classic kind of room—
there's half a milon dollars worth of decor
in here.

ré%%htrax?”l see k's just made for a

Leaving his visilors agape. Lohry piungad
down a short flight of stairs into the ac-
cent boier room and turned the flashtght
on the two immense boilsrs looming side
by side along one high wall.

"Thnk of a> that beautiful brick fsewal in
there." he crowed. Connect them togeth-
er. Lohry asked, and what do you thii*
you've gotinside those two boners?

Why, he answered promptly, a bar for the
restaurant, of oourse.

Ofcourse.

Kermil Lohry is a totally sane, perfectly
respectable 4«-year-oid Sioux City busl-
nessman who has this one curious com-
pulsion: He likss to coiect seeming
worthless "junk,"applyado«opofinBgi.
nation and turn it inlo something of value.

The latest additioo to his oolloclion is a
350.0tX>sguare-loof, 50-year-old meal-
packing plam at the Sioux City stockyards
that Swift & Co. abandoned in 1974 lor
new quarters south of town.

Lohry took just one tour through the Htsf
of fool* and equipment that had bean left
behind in the cavernous, five- and six-
story structure and cams to an obvious—
forhim—conclusion:

make a reaiy neat shopping

The resuh—despite friends who ques-
tioned his sanity and bankers who dotM-
ed his businsss acumen — is the KD
Stockyard* Station, a "theme" center
that osMrale* Sioux Oly's Nstory as a
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TIm thoppins cwilpf iUalf,« 350.000-««Mre-foat. SO-yur-oM maal packina piani aiMch Lolvy openad a yaar ago.

rl

llveslack marketing, meal-paclung and
railroading hub.

Opened a year ago. the Stockyards Sta-
tion is hnig 25,000 to 30,000 visitors a
week to the 46 retail shops and recreation
areas that now occupy just a third of the
E&%%g's 240,000 square feet of leasabts

R*s not what you'd can your conventional
endoaed-maH shopping oenter>

A typical alley with shops, irfsWe the center.
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Lohry insitts he has maraly rearrangad **|wk”’ Ifiat was part of the plant Here, a thirrHloor
mural of gears and macMna parts. The chid ie Jenny Hoee« lehoee father works in the center.
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There are no mufti-story atriums or acres
of skyCghted courtyards—just Ion% <Sniy
1ght” corridors lin” with Shops, the orig-
inal bridk alortg the wtdis. bare pipes over-
head “™ four (someday to be seven) ele-
K%Wrﬁﬂmecting the five levels that are

And there are no department-store “an-
chors” to assure customer trtffio—just a
colection of small, mostly spedafty shops
run by people “just See us." as Lohry puts
it. "with their butts on the fine with every-
thmg they own.”

It in short, not the kind of conventional
project that sets the heart of your conven-
bonal banker to pitter-patterinQ.

Which is why Lohry had to pedde his
hefty stock porttolio and sel his share of
the large teed and fertlizer operation and
several other businesses that he and his
two brothers operated in the area.
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And why he stM has no permanent financ-
ing. despite ttie fact mat he has plugged
¥Vﬁ|| over S| million Mo the protect aﬂd
ully expect H to be comfortably in the

bladta year frortt now.

Lohry concedes that the family business
gave him an income wel into live figures,
enough to support the wife and seven chi-
gé%ﬂﬁ’l‘);te comfortably, thank you. He had

"But then | turned 40," he mused one day
recently, "and | got to wondering K there
wasn't something more creative | coukt do
with my IHe."

The KO Stockyards Station (the initials
come from the name ot a feed company
his lather once owned) provided the quin-
lessentiai answer to that question.

For the project has given Lohry endless
opporhiivilies to induige his passion lor
transtorming “junk” into value. A brisk
walk—nhalf bM. haK gallop—mrough the
center behind Lohry shows that he has
indultmd himself wim gusto.

Take, lor example, the rusty diamond-
plate hauled out of one of the plani's freez-
er aieys to provide an eye-catching front
(or The Rendering Plant, which is—what
else?—a heaKh spa on the secondfloor.

Or the tront of the neatby Stuffed Pig—a

kitchen and bathrogm boutigue that als:
seas stuffed ammals—w/| F’\ Isq)uat o(%

Wares at his shop.

planks from the hog ramp over which the,
animals traveled five stories up to the kM
floor. The planks, tghtty sandUasled to
remove decades of grime, have been
scoured and grooved by the hooves o(
thousands of animale to give the wood a
striking, rippled effect.

Down the halt, cement hog-watering
troughs are imbedded Mo the front ol a
ceramic and china shop, the metal rollers
off a skate conveyor lorm part of the front
of adress shop, and an artful arrangement
at ammonia tanks, flanked by large metal
hoppers that are used as ptantars, adorns
the front of a shoe store caled The Shoe-
Shoe Trail, b-

an
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So many paopla wantad to visit the packing'
housa-tumad-sfiopping-mali that Lohry hired Levi
Van Meter, 71. above, to lead tours. Van Meter
worked in the packing plant for 44 years.

At top right, 30 feet of rail lirte — track, ties and
all  fronts a custom furniture shop.

A center right, a shop front made from the oM
ramp.
Losrar ri”*t, metal hooks for hog carcasses and
Ejslats from a conveyor t»olt have been welded into
|,an awning for the Spaghetti Depot's entrance.

iBelow, refrigeration pipe, flocked to resemble
. frost, on the wells of the Sow's Ear bar.P
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"They're trying to raise the tax valuation"

on me," Lohry grumbled, "and | keep tel-
ing 'em that all | (M was take a lot of junk
and sort ol rearrange it." He's right—SMte
has been wasted.

On the basement level, shared b%a game
room, mnature golf course, arch” range
and computerized goM game, a disco bar
that goes by the unfortunate name, O'Ud-
der Place, employs an old wooden tank,
once used for soaking cowhide, as a plat-
form for the disc jockey. Scattered around
the place are cream separators used as
%{%lgrs and miking machines made Mo

Up on the fourth floor, where Lohry
opened a 16-lane bowling aley, lengths ot
ammonia pipe, part of the plant's refriger-
ation system, are used to hold bowling
balls. (Lohry was told that putting a bowl-
ing aley on the fourth floor of an old pack-
inghouse was utter insanity. It was so in-
sane, in fact, that he is about to add eight
more lanes to keep up with the demand.)

A few yards away, at a bar called The
Sow's Ear, the same ammonia pipe—
Hocked to resemble frost as you would a
Christmas tree—forms the perimeter of
the lounge. Overhead, the railings once
iraeidiotransport hog and beef carcasses
remain intact—and will be used to haul
buckets of beer from the bar as soon as
Lohry finds time to design a container with
acover and spout

AHogether, this rearrangement ot “junk”
has turned not only Mo a thriving commer-
cial venture but also Mo a popular tourist
attraction. The demand for tours, in fact,
grew so fast that Lohry finally wont out
and hired 71-year-okf Levi Van Meter—
who worked in the plant lor 44 years—as
apart-time tour guide.

There also are a few folks slopping by to
spend money.

The Team Electronios store on the main
floor, lor example. Is now in the lop 15
percentinsales among the 104 units in the
E{gﬁ], which is a pari of Dayton Hudson

And up on the third floa, Steve Kammar-
er, 34, said he made as much in his firsi
year In the Whiskey Creek Pottery as he
(id as a teacher with a master's degree
and 12 years'experieooe.

"Seventy-five to 80 percent of our busi-
ness is from out of town," Lohry said, not
only because of the tourist attraction, but
because "rural people—farmers—imder-
stand the idea of saving stuff and making H
better. They buy a farm and they fix kib

ﬁ,.lﬁ%vié?&glease its value. They’re

K they like what they’ve seen so fat. wait
Til they catch a gknipse of what Lohry is

planning foranenoae.

“Can't you just see it?”” he asked, charg-
ing onto the tteied, 12,000-square4oot
kM Itoa with its high, steel-beamed oeil-
ngs. "Up there are the ights." he said,
poMing to a balcony once used fw plant
lours, "and over there the stage. We
could seal 4S0 people out here, mae if
we used the balcany.

"There'snothingelseilcouldbetMadki-
nertheater," he dedarad. “CanT you see

' 2o

Parto(Mre. Lohry'a stock.

N\



Lohry’i daughter, Diana, 20, waited on a aiatoroar in li»rs. Lohry’s antique atofe.
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A totMcconnt't — appropriately decorated with pipe*.

NEED HELP IN



PackinghouM

Next slop, anoltwf wing of the lifBi floor
lor a pe* out lhrou” ttw cracked win-
dow panes at two huge skinxiang tanks
8#&1%Htsed for treating the plant's poMed

Nowwhat? Lohry is asked.

wlt’s obvious.” ho replies. *Weld 'em to-
gether. enclose 'em. and you've got the
only Olympic-atce swimming pool in town.

The ideas spa out in a torrent; racquetbe*

courts on the roof, bumper cars in the

basement, movie theaters and foix or five

ﬁ%té{ja%\f\krtlinrestaiaants scattered lhrou”®
g.

And then there is the old. abandoned, con-
crete flood-control channel stretching t60
ﬁg{igﬁ:ross, just outside the Stockyards

"Al it'll take is some people with imagina-
tion and son* bucks." Lohry said. pu«ng
out a photograph of a scale model of the
propel-Stretched across one end of the
channel and connected by walkway to the
shopping center is a large motel. At the
other end is a full-size ice arena and eight
tennis courts.

And when afl of this .has been accom-
pished. there's always the KD Short Line
Railroad, which is what Lohry has taken to
cNkng the trackage and the t7 railroad
cars he hasacquired.

"One of these days I'm gonrio rant me an
engineand crew, have'em make up atrain
out of my carsand lake people on a tour of
Sioux Cfly," he said, noting that lour rai-
roads converge on the dty to provide him
with all sorts of route options.

Nobody wii be surprised when he does it.*

A ntodelof Lohry'sdream — filepacfctosflwwejcen™a”™
flood-conbof charnel In the foraground. provtdbig room lor

an Ice arena, tannto courts and a motal.

S - N |
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tImM mas kiOw canter-t boartitg i 1.

A A S RAE R o RIS at T
ton for the ride to the third floor. "It be-
(Ruged here.” The etrenuoiis tour contin-

On thethird floor, 30 yards o( ralTDad ties
and tradt, part of three and a half mlee of
trackage acquired with the property, insa
the front of a custom fiimitm shop.

Nearby, an artMic anangemanl of pipes
and gauges end valvas dscoratea the aide
ofa pipeand tobacco shop.

At the Spotfiotli Depot, the metal hooks
once used forhadng hog carcasses have
been welded In artMicdesigns to the mel-
ai slats from a conveyor bait to form an
gﬁ%ﬁcgwnino and peaked roof over the

And at the end of the hal, a coleclion of
gears and wheels and chans have been

imbedded in concrete by an artM Lohry
hired toformalargemos”™. h

CAMPmMO ANNUM,
THE COIfIIAN COMPANY~ WC.
250 N. St Francte, Wictiiu, Kan. 67201

mm

; TIM Col—mh CodMMtr. *nc- « WicMta, Kan.
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KD Station Demolition News

Posted March 11th, 2010

Many of us who have grown up in Sioux City have fond memories of the KD Station.
Originally built by Swift & Company, the building operated as meat packing plant in Sioux
City for nearly 60 years. In the 70’s KD Station was turned into a shopping and
entertainment center. My personal memories of KD Station start when | was a child and
frequented Picadilly Circus, a game-filled pizza place located in KD Station. Picadilly Circus
was often the site for birthday parties and a popular family hang out after Saturday
afternoon soccer games. In high school, the mini-golf course and bowling alley were a
favorite activity for my friends and | on weekends. Although the KD station has brought
many memories and stories over the years, the clean up and demolition process of the
deteriorating building have been less glamorous. Here is the update from the City of Sioux
City (http://www.sioux-city.org)regarding the project.

(http:/Aww.siouxlandchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/kddemolition.jpg)
KD Station Asbestos Abatement and Demolition — Project Highlights

* The contractor, Dore & Associates Contracting Inc, has done a great job
keeping the project on schedule during one of the worst winters Sioux City has
experienced in memory. The main building is down and the asbestos and
hazardous waste has been removed from the site. The out buildings have also
been demolished and the basement is being filled as the demolition progresses.

+ The remaining work includes the demolition of the east building addition, filling
the remainder of the basement, and grading and seeding the site. Some
additional support is needed to reinforce the tunnel wall to provide adequate
support for the installation of backfill. And, of course, the smoke stack needs to
be removed. The demolition of the smoke stack is one of the last things Dore will
do after the rest if the building is removed so a date has not been determined yet.

* The project is on scheduled and the completion date is still targeted for June
30, 2010. (http://www.siouxlandchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/kd21.jpg)

+ The KD Station demolition is one of the larger projects of its type that the city has
tackled and the city is utilizing eight funding sources for this $4.2 million
project.

« After the KD Station demolition is complete the city will be moving forward with
the cleanup of petroleum contaminated soil on the north end of the site. The
soil contamination is the result of fuel oil leakage from the three above ground
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storage tanks that were located in
the northeast corner of the site.
This cleanup process will be
conducted under the oversight of
the fowa Dept of Natural
Resources’ Land Recycling
Program.

If you have any comments or
questions regarding the ashestos

abatement and demolition of KD Station, please contact Michelle Brady with the City of
Sioux City (712-279-6245) or Ryan Peterson with Howard R. Green Company (515-278-

2913),

-Beth Trejo, Director of Investor Relations

Comments are closed.
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January 29, 2019

Joy Beasley, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Nationa! Register of Historic Places

1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms Beasley:

The lowa State Historic Preservation Office is requesting the removal of three resources from the National Register of
Historic Places due to demolition:

Burnstein-Malin Grocery, #98001277
« 1241 6% Avenue, Des Moines, Polk County.
« Demolished at some point between 2013 and 20186.
s+ Enclosures:
= Notifications to owner and chief elected official.
= 1983 photos of resource from SHPO files and Google Street image from 2018.

Midland Packing Company, #79000952
» 2001 Leech Avenue, Sioux City, Woodbury County.
» Demolished in 2010.
¢ Enclosures:
= Notification letters to owner and chief elected official.
= Online news report of demolition and Google Earth photos from 2006 and 2018.

Benson Building, #85000969
s 214 East 2™ Street, Ottumwa, Wapello County.
s Fire and subsequent demolition in 2018.
s Enclosures:
= Notifications to owner and chief elected official.
= | etter of notice of loss from the Ottumwa Historic Preservation Commission and online news
accounts of fire and demolition.

In accordance with 36 CFR 80.15, the chief elected officials and owners of each property have been notified in
accordance with the state’s established notification procedures and were given 30 days to respond. No responses were
received from any party. Copies of all letters are enclosed.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Laura Sadowsky, State Historian and National Register
Coordinator, at laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov.

Sinc%’\& Lﬁ
N

Steve King, AIA
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
steven king@iowa.gov | 515.281.4013 | jowaculture.gov

Enclosures.



