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Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 
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Sonervi l le fiRA 

57 Thurston Street 

Historic Name Otis/Vjynan House 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of 0ioto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
bet%ieen inventoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s). 
indicate north 

Use: Preset residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date ca. 1333 

Source 

Style 

Map Research 

Queen Anne 

Architect umcnown 

Exterior Wall Fabric aluninum on asphalt 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Z E N 

OTM REFERENCE 19 - 327/350 - 4695/220 

USGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Boston North 

1:25,000 

Oondition fair/good 

Moved •iia. Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Northeast corner of Thurston 

& Evergreen, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood 

near main commercial routes of Broad­

way and Medford St. 

Recorded by 3etsy Friedberg, Preservation 
Planner 

Organization Mass. H is tor ica l Conini ssi on 

Date June 1906 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Otis House is a well detailed Queen Anne style residence whose successive 
owners, William Otis and Charles Wyman, the businessmen and other 
professionals who moved into the Winter H i l l section of Somerviiie in the l a t e -
19th century. The house retains integr i ty of location, design, workmanship, 
and association and f u l f i l l s Criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECnJRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ccraiminity. 

The Otis Wyman House is an exceptional example of the Queen Anne style in 
Somerviiie. Despite two layers of siding, the house retains much of i t s 
original decorative t r im, including pressed and carved wooden ornament, 
fo l iated bargeboard, a second story balcony resting on consoles. The 
picturesque asymetrical roofl ine with numerous hooded dormers and varied 
window size and placement is typical of the Queen Anne sty le. 

Much original material survives intact on the in ter ior , including plaster 
cornices and cei l ing medallions and Minton t i l e f ireplace surrounds. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the developmait of the community. 

The Otis/Wyman House was the f i r s t bu i l t on this block of Thurston Street 
after the area was subdivided by mustard and spice manufacturers in the early 
1880s. Thurston Street developed with attract ive Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival style houses bu i l t by speculators for Somerviiie businessmen. William 
R. Otis a cabinetmaker, was the owner of the nominated property in 1884. By 
1897, i t was the residence of Charles B. Wyman, a restaurant owner. 
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Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874, 1884, 
Samuels, E. Somerviiie Past and Present, 1897. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

suimary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs ^boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 
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