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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). ^ , . : -

The American P r i n t i n g Company area along Anawan Street includes two m i l l s and • 
three large storage and packing buildings as well as numerous a u x i l i a r y structures. 
Of major a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance i s the 1847 granite Metacomet M i l l ( l a t e r 
American P r i n t Works #5), the oldest ex i s t i n g m i l l i n F a l l River. I t i s the only 
remaining m i l l o r i g i n a l l y powered i n part by water and the e a r l i e s t remaining m i l l 

.;, to have u t i l i z e d the steam engine. The Metacomet i s also the only m i l l remaining 
; along the lower f a l l s of the Quequechan River, the s i t e of a l l the c i t y ' s early 

t e x t i l e f a c t o r i e s . The stream i s s t i l l v i s i b l e flowing under the eastern portion 
of the main structure. The Metacomet was modelled a f t e r the famous cotton m i l l at 
Bolton, England and was b u i l t from plans drawn by Major Bradford Durfee and his > ' 
nephew, Wm. Davol. Durfee was one of the founders of the F a l l River Iron Works . • 
and had supervised the bui l d i n g of the adjacent Annawan Manufactory i n 1825. I n "̂̂  
1838, Durfee and Davol traveled to England where they studied m i l l design and t 
machinery. Davol l a t e r joined the f i r m of Hawes and Marvel, the company which 

(Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). ». 

The buildings included w i t h i n t h i s area are a l l associated with the American  
Pr i n t i n g Company, a major F a l l River conglomerate established i n 1880. The oldest  
of the buildings, the Metacomet M i l l of 1847, was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t and owned by  
the F a l l River Iron Works, an e a r l i e r conglomerate which also owned a l l or part of  

' the Troy, F a l l River Manufactory and Annawan M i l l s , as w e l l as the F a l l River Gas  
Works, F a l l River and Providence Steamboat Company, and F a l l River Machine Company.  
These firms were a l l j o i n t l y owned and operated u n t i l 1880. Most of the stockholders  
were also associated with the American P r i n t Works, which w i l l be discussed below.  
The Metacomet, presently the oldest remaining m i l l i n F a l l River, was named f o r  
King P h i l i p , chief of the Wampanoaĝ s, whose Indian name was Metacomet. The f i r s t  
d i rectory l i s t i n g i n 1853 gives the capacity as 21,600 spindles and 528 looms f o r  
the production of 5,407,500 yards of p r i n t c l o t h annually. The f i r s t m i l l agent,  
then the top p o s i t i o n , was Richard Borden. Borden was also the treasurer and  
agent of the Iron Works, which he founded with Major Bradford Durfee i n 1825. The  
superintendent, Foster H. Stafford, l a t e r founded the Stafford M i l l s . In 1880 the  
F a l l River Iron Works was divided and the separate Metacomet Manufacturing Company  
was formed with a c a p i t a l of $288,000. Jefferson Borden became president and  
Thomas S. Borden, treasurer. I n 1901 the company had 30,752 spindles and 794 looms.  

, I n 1904 i t was taken over by the American P r i n t i n g Company and became i t s M i l l #6.  
The American P r i n t i n g Company was an outgrowth of the American P r i n t Works, which  
was established by Holder Borden i n 1834. Most of the P r i n t Works owners were also  
stockholders i n the F a l l River Iron Works Company. The l a t t e r f i r m erected buildings  
and rented them to the P r i n t Works u n t i l 1857, when the f i r m organized as (Continued) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ;̂  

perfected the American version of the English s e l f - a c t i n g mule and also improved other • 
m i l l machinery. The death of Durfee i n 1843 l e f t Davol i n charge of plans f o r the 
Metacomet, which was to be part of the F a l l River Iron Works consortium. The Metacomet 
and the 1847 Pocasset M i l l , which was designed by Davol's brother and has since been 
demolished, were the f i r s t of the c i t y ' s "wide m i l l s . " E a r l i e r m i l l s were a l l less 
than 50' wide and about 140-150' long, whereas the Metacomet o r i g i n a l l y measured 
70' X 218' ( l a t e r extended to 248'). The greater width allowed f o r better placement 
of spinning machinery. In addition to the width, the Metacomet featured another .; : 
English-inspired s t r u c t u r a l innovation which attr a c t e d considerable attention from , ^ 
manufacturers throughout New England. The m i l l f l o o r s were supported by i r o n posts • 
and girders, which decreased s e t t l i n g and, therefore, decreased f r i c t i o n i n the 
machinery and consequent production loss. As one h i s t o r i a n observed: "The value of " 
the English importations by Durfee and Davol can hardly be overestimated, f o r they " 
improved machinery, motive power and m i l l design." The Metacomet was one of the f i r s t . , •>' 
to introduce steam power, which was needed because i t occupied the lowest position on 
the f a l l s . The m i l l had two breast wheels 19' i n diameter powered by water and a single 
150 horse power steam engine. The main m i l l i t s e l f was o r i g i n a l l y 5h stories with a 
gable roof which was l a t e r raised to create a f u l l s i x t h story. Walls are of random 
rubble with parged j o i n t s except where finished ashlar i s used f o r corner quoins, s i l l s , 
l i n t e l s , and f o r the tower. The central s t a i r tower rises j u s t above the r o o f l i n e and 
now has a concrete block penthouse. Early photographs show a 7-level tower with a 
wooden battlement and f l a t roof. A 252-3tory addition along one side was l a t e r raised 
to six s t o r i e s . A 2-story entrance, o f f i c e , and waste room were also constructed early, 
and then raised to 3 s t o r i e s . The 2-story picker house and repair shop complete the 
inventory of Metacomet buildings which s t i l l remain, ' -

I n 1905-6 the adjacent Annawan M i l l was demolished to make way f o r American Pri n t Works 
M i l l #7, one of the c i t y ' s f i n e s t examples of early 20th century br i c k m i l l architecture. 
The most unusual feature of the design i s the use of four elongated Gothic windows—the 
center two set w i t h i n a br i c k a r c h — t o adorn the Anawan Street side of the engine house. 
The main part of the m i l l has segmental headed windows with brick r e l i e v i n g arches and 
granite s i l l s . Also of note are the large b r i c k buttresses along the east side, where 
the m i l l r ises to a f u l l four stories and curves i n response to the topography. The 
Metacomet M i l l and M i l l #7 are arranged together on a sloping s i t e around a "sunken" 
courtyard which includes the b r i c k m i l l chimney and an opening fo r the w a t e r f a l l s . An 
early i r o n fence and gianite curbing runs along Anawan Street. 
Across the elevated expressway along Anawan Street are four additional brick buildings 
once belonging to the American P r i n t i n g Company, which are also included w i t h i n t h i s area. 
Three of these were probably o r i g i n a l l y used f o r packing and/or storage and date between 
1880 and 1905. (The storage b u i l d i n g closest to Water Street was probably constructed 
about 1880, followed by the adjacent b u i l d i n g , erected between 1883 and 1895, followed 
by the larger building on Anawan between Pond & Viaduct, erected between 1895 and 1905.) 
They are set d i r e c t l y along the street and are 3-4 s t o r i e s i n height above the basement 
l e v e l with s l i g h t l y pitched roofs and granite s i l l s . Although not i n d i v i d u a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e , 
t h e i r regular fenestration pattern of small, segmental arched windows creates a rhythmic 
streetscape. The l a s t major b u i l d i n g i n the area, located on the corner of Water and 
Anawan Streets, i s the one-story vestige of a 3^-story Greek Revival building probably 
constructed between 1840 and 1853. From 1853 to 1876 i t was the headquarters of the 
Metacomet Bank, which used the second f l o o r . I t also served for many years as the office-
of the American Printing Company. The f r o n t and side entrances have simple granite pilasters 
supporting f l a i r e d Egyptoid pediments. Windows have square l i n t e l s and some r e t a i n the 
6/6 sash. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) „,,,:•• ' ' ^ ̂  , • 

a corporation and purchased i t s f a c i l i t i e s . I n 1880 the Pri n t Works was reorganized 
as the American P r i n t i n g Company with a c a p i t a l of $300,000. The main complex of 
t h i s f i r m was located nearby between Mt. Hope Bay and Water Street and was called 
"one of the f i n e s t i n the world devoted to the business of p r i n t i n g t e x t i l e f a b r i c s . " 
The main o f f i c e was located across Water Street at the corner of Anawan Street i n a 
Greek Revival bui l d i n g which also housed the of f i c e s of the Metacomet Bank. I n 
1905-6 the American P r i n t i n g Company erected M i l l #7 adjacent to the Metacomet on 
the s i t e of the old Annawan M i l l . American Pri n t i n g continued i n business u n t i l the 
early 1940's. The Metacomet M i l l and M i l l #7 are presently used f o r l i g h t manufacturing. 

The American Printing Co. conplex documents architecturally the graArt± of this 
firm vMch was established as the An^ican Print Works in 1834; the most 
significant building in the corplex is the rubble stone 1847 Metacomet M i l l , 
the oldest existing mi l l i n Fall River and the only mil l remaining along the lower 
fal l s of the Quequechan. This important industrial corplex meets Criteria A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. " 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 



.-.-^.jT'l^ijisyp -t̂ V̂ -gPiTT' "'SWT'''"' 

HPS Form 10-900-a 
0 « ) 

United States Department of the Interior i 
National Park Service 

Kational Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt}er 

H 

. ^»., . OMB No. 1024-0018 
• • Exp. 1 0 ^ 1 - 8 4 

For HPS use only 

received 

» entered 

Page f <^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr-11 

Name F a l l River Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Massachusetts B r i s t o l County 

Nomination/Type of Review . . . 

1- Algonquin P r in t i ng Co. Ilubatantlvft Review • Keeper 

, . . Attest 

Date/Signature 

i 

2. American P r in t i ng Co. and Entered i n tJie 
Metacomet M i l l National Register 

yiteeper n x j U l c ^ S y ^ ' ^ ' • / t 5 

3. Anthony, David M., House Entered In th« 
iJatlonal Register 

4. Ashley House 
Entered In tht 
National Register 

Attest 

•/l^eeper =^'''-/yb 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

5. Ashworth Brothers M i l l I f e T ^ B ^ a teVCe^ ffep^^^^^lf^^^ 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION Attest 

6. Barnard M i l l s Entered in the 
National Begister 

eeper . j , / c A : 

Attest 

7. Belmont Club/John Young HouseSntered i f l the </1^eper ^ ' ' A ^ ^Vj^.-^- ' i-^- '^ ' '^ '^^-*--^^ 
National Register ^ 

Attest 

8. Blossom, Barnabus, House Stionai*ReSster /^^eper V^^/^ > ,/?c:2^i.^-^.-.-^^^.-.^ 

Attest 
Entered in the- / // ̂  ^ 

). Boguslavsky Triple-Deckers National Register (Keeper ^^/^> {^^(/••(•••^-'^^ 

Attest 

10,Borden, A. J., Building NatlDnal^Reglater /^eper ^//'-A'b ,y^p(loL^u^/5<y^ 

Attest 



M T I O H A I . R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

American Printing Co. and Metacomet Mill (Fall River  
MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS WorHnp il4 / / ^ / f J - / ^ 

: :^ • - ' -ft Dat« Pu*- - - / n / ^ 
Action: -iirACCEPT -^/^^/t^ 

: rosubmission fetered In tha RETURN 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant ^ation^ii Registei '— R E J E C T , 

^ ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantlva Raviaw: sampla raquast 4 appeal NR dacision 

Ravlawar's commanta: 

Racom./Cri tar ia 
R a vlawa r _ _ _ _ _ 
DIscipllna 
Data 

aaa continuation siiaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnical corractions citad baiow 
_ _ s u b s t a n t l v a raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m * 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n o r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of Loga l Descr ip t ion 

6. B e p r e s e n t a t l o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

summary paragraph 
completanass 
clarity 
altarations/lntagrlty 
datas 
boundary aalaction 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

• i M e M e d a t m M M a r A r s M t o c t 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked ,̂  
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
con text 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . i ^ a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

*>ii»»9i of nemlnaMd property . 

QiMdranQlv noiTi* —_ 

V w k a l > l i» i<«nr 4u%CTi^ion and iuat l f teat ion 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* cvatuMad Hgntflcanc* of th i* propafty wtthin th* >t«< Is: 

natk>n«l wUM local 

•una Historic Praaarvatlon Otticarsignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S igned Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 



























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


