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ARCH TECTURAL. S GN H CANCE of area. (Descri be Physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures). *,” . : -

The Anerican Printing Conpany area along Anawan Street includes two mills and
three large storage and packing buildings as well as nunerous auxiliary structures.
O major architectural significance is the 1847 granite Metaconmet Mill (later
American Print Wrks #5), the oldest existing mll inFall River. |1 tisthe only
remaining mill originally powered in part by water and the earliest remaining mill
to have utilized the steamengine. The Metaconet i s also the only mill remaining
along the lower falls of the Quequechan River, the site of al lthe city's early
textile factories. The stream is still visible flowing under the eastern portion
of the main structure. The Metacomet was modelled after the famous cottonmill at
Bolton, England and was built from plans drawn by Major Bradford Durfee and his >
nephew, Wh Davol. Durfee was one of the founders of the Fall River Iron Wrks

and had supervised the building of the adjacent Annawan Manufactory in 1825. In
1838, Durfee and Davol traveled to England where they studied mill design and t
machi nery. Davol |ater joined the firm of Hawes and Marvel, the conpany which

(Conti nued)

HSTGRCAL SANHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it
and how it affected conmunity; be specific). »

The buildingsincludedwithin this area are al | associated with the American
Printing Conpany, a major Fall River conglomerate establishedin 1880. The ol dest
of the buildings, the Metaconet Mill of 1847, was originally built and owned by
the Fall River lron Works, an earlier conglomerate which also owned all or part of
the Troy, Fall River Manufactory and Annawan Mills, as well as the Fall River Gs
Works, Fall River and Providence Steanboat Conpany, and Fall River Machi ne Conpany.

.
"

These firms were al |l jointly owned and operated until 1880. Mbst of the stockhol ders
were also associated with the American Print Works, which will be discussed bel ow.
The Metaconet, presently the oldest remaining mill inFall River, was named for

King Philip, chief of the Vénpanoag"s, whose |ndian nane was Metaconmet. The first
directory listing in 1853 gives the capacity as 21,600 spindles and 528 |oons for

the production of 5,407,500 yards of print cloth annually. The first m Il agent,
then the top position, was Richard Borden. Borden was also the treasurer and

agent of the Iron Wrks, which he founded with Major Bradford Durfee in 1825. The
superintendent, Foster H Stafford, later founded the Stafford Mills. In 1880 the
Fall River lron Wrks was divided and the separate Metaconmet Manufacturing Conpany
was formed with a capital of $288,000. Jefferson Borden becane president and

Thomas S Borden, treasurer. |n 1901 the conpany had 30,752 spindles and 794 | oons.
I'n 1904 i twas taken over by the American Printing Conpany and became i ts Mill #6.
The American Printing Conpany was an outgrowth of the American Print Wrks, which
was established by Holder Borden in 1834, Mbst of the Print Wrks owners were al so
stockhol ders in the Fall River Iron Wrks Conpany. The latter firm erectedbuildings
and rented themto the Print Works until 1857, when the firm organized as (Continued)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNIFI CANCE (Continuation) ;

perfected the American version of the English self-acting mule and also inproved other

mi Il machinery. The death of Durfee in 1843 left Davol in charge of plans for the

Met acomet, which was to be part of the Fall River Iron Wrks consortium  The Metaconet
and the 1847 Pocasset Mill, which was designed by Davol's brother and has since been
demol i shed, were the first of the city's "wide mills." Earlier mlls were al |l less

than 50" wi de and about 140-150' |ong, whereas the Metaconet originally measured
70" X 218 (later extended to 248'). The greater width allowed for better placement

of spinning machinery. In additionto the width, the Metaconet featured another M.
English-inspired structural innovation which attracted considerable attention from , A
manuf acturers throughout New England. The mill floors were supported by iron posts

and girders, which decreased settling and, therefore, decreased friction in the
machi nery and consequent production loss. As one historian observed: "The value of
the English importations by Durfee and Davol can hardly be overestimated, for they
i mproved machinery, motive power and mill design." The Metaconet was one of the first ., o
to introduce steam power, which was needed because i t occupied the |owest position on

the falls. The mill had two breast wheels 19° in diameter powered by water and a single

150 horse power steamengine. The main mill itself was originally 5h stories with a

gable roof which was l|ater raised to create a full sixth story. Walls are of random

rubble with parged joints except where finished ashlar is used for corner quoins, sills,
lintels, and for the tower. The central stair tower rises just above the roofline and

now has a concrete block penthouse. Early photographs showa 7-level tower with a

wooden battlement and flat roof. A 252-3tory additionalong one side was |ater raised

to six stories. A 2-story entrance, office, and waste roomwere also constructed early,

and then raised to 3 stories. The 2-story picker house and repair shop conplete the

n

inventory of Metaconmet buildings which still remain,
In 1905-6 the adjacent Annawan Mi |l was demolished to nmake way for American Print \Wrks
Mill #7, one of the city's finest exanples of early 20th century brick mill architecture.

The nmopst unusual feature of the design is the use of four elongated Gothic wi ndows—t he
center two set within a brick arch—t o adorn the Anawan Street side of the engine house.
The nmein part of the mill has segnmental headed wi ndows with brick relieving arches and
granite sills. Also of note are the large brick buttresses along the east side, where
the mill rises to a full four stories and curves in response to the topography. The
Metaconet Mill and Mill #7 are arranged together on a sloping site around a "sunken"
courtyard which includes the brick milIl chimey and an opening for the waterfalls. An
early iron fence and gianite curbing runs along Anawan Street.

Across the elevated expressway along Anawan Street are four additional brick buildings

once belonging to the American Printing Conpany, which are also included within this area.
Three of these were probably originally used for packing and/or storage and date between
1880 and 1905. (The storage building closest to Water Street was probably constructed
about 1880, followed by the adjacent building, erected between 1883 and 1895 fol |l owed

by the larger building on Anawan between Pond & Viaduct, erected between 1895 and 1905.)
They are set directly along the street and are 3-4 stories in height above the basenent
level with slightly pitched roofs and granite sills. Although not individually distinctive,
their regular fenestrationpattern of small, segmental arched wi ndows creates a rhythmc
streetscape. The last major building inthe area, |ocated on the corner of Water and
Anawan Streets, is the one-story vestige of a 3"-story Greek Revival building probably
constructed between 1840 and 1853. From 1853 to 1876 i twas the headquarters of the

Met acomet Bank, which used the second floor. |t also served for many years as the office-
of the American Printing Conpany. The front and side entrances have sinple granite pilasters
supporting flaired Egyptoid pediments. Wndows have square lintels and sone retain the

6/6 sash.
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a corporation and purchased itsfacilities. 1 n 1880 thePrint Wrks was reorganized

as the AnericanPrinting Conpany with a capital of $300,000. The main conpl ex of

this firmwas |ocated nearby between M. Hope Bay and Water Street and was called

"one of thefinest i ntheworld devoted tothebusiness of printing textile fabrics."
The main office was |ocated across Water Street at the corner of Anawan Street i na

G eek Revival building which also housed the offices of the Metacomet Bank. | n

1905-6 t he AnericanPrinting Conpany erected Mill #7 adjacent tothe Metaconet on

the site of the ol dAnnawan Mill. AnmericanPrinting continued i nbusiness until the
early 1940's. The Metacomet Mill and Mill #7 are presently used forlight manufacturing.

The American Printi n([q (. conpl ex docunents architecturally the graAttof this
firmvMch was established as the Anican Print Wrks i n 1834; the nost
significant building i nthe corﬁ)l ex i sthe rubble stone 1847 Metaconet Ml |,

the ol dest existing mll inFall Rver andthe only m |l remaining along the |ower
falls of the Quequechan. This inportant industrial corplex neets Criteria A and C
of the National Register of Historic Places. "

Staple to Inventory form at bott
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