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Excellent G Good G Fair
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G Altered E3 Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved H Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Tulip Grove, built in 1836 by William C. Hume and Joseph Rieff, 
for Andrew Jackson Donelson, stands on an elevated lawn surrounded 
by tulip poplar trees. Tulip Grove is a great example of Greek 
Revival architecture as it was adapted in Tennessee. The proportions* 
are delicately balanced and the pure Doric front portico is most 
tasteful. The two stories, carefully planned, present a balance 
uncommon in the area. The beauty of the front portico, the flemish 
bond brick, the cornices true to the order graced with honeysuckle 
leaf and triglyphs present a graceful sight.
^Following the sale of Tulip Grove in 1858, some Victorian 

alterations were made to the house. There was evidence that some 
corrections were made on the front portico; metal white shingles 
were added to the tympanum of the pediment; the closed gables were 
removed on each side and the roof projected to add cornice knees 
and returns at the lower ends.i

The interior of the house is classical. The front has beautiful 
painted plaster walls. They were painted by Ralph E. W. Earl to 
resemble Italian marble. Earl also decorated all the raised panels 
in the doors leading off the hall with "graining" effect to resemble 
curly oak. The mantles are exceptional and have been noted by 
architects. In restoration of the house, modern conveniences such 
as lighting and heating were removed and the original poplar and 
ash floors were restored. The removal of a two-story modern sun 
porch revealed the rear portico which matched the front. The 
kitchen was restored to its original condition by lowering the 
floor and fireplace. The entire restoration was carefully done 
by wood scrapings, restored brick work, roof painting, wall washing, 
and renovating the lighting and heating systems. . „ : ... :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tulip Grove is a significant house architecturally and his 
torically. Hume and Rieff were the builders who rebuilt the 
Hermitage after the fire in'1834-. They were excellent for the 
area and used the Greek Revival form of architecture. No less 
important was the builder of Tulip Grove, who was the nephew of 
An.drew Jackson and a famous political figure nationally."^ Andrew 
Jackson.Danelspn was a graduate of West Point and also had a law 
degree. He fought with Andrew Jackson in Florida and came back 
to Tennessee where he married Emily Tennessee Donelson, his first 
cousin. When Jackson was elected President he served him almost 
8 years as his secretary while Emily was mistress of the White 
House. Following his Washington stay, he went to Texas to aid 
in the annexation of Texas as U. S. representative. He was 
appointed Minister to Prussia in 18M-6 and served until 18M-9. 
In 1856 he ran with Millard Fillmore as vice-presidential candidate 
on the American Party ticket. Following this defeat and loss of 
friends at home, Donelson sold Tulip Grove and moved to West 
Tennessee. Tulip Grove changed hands several times before it was 
leased by the Ladies Hermitage Association in 1963.

Today the mansion stands as a monumental reminder of the service 
Donelson rendered to the State of Tennessee and the United States. 
Through Tulip GroAe, Donelson exemplifies a period in history when 
a man could live graciously only one generation from the frontier.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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