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and/or common ’Muddy Creek Brldge

2. Locatlon'
GFF as 77

‘street & number - One. mlle north and three m11es east of Douglass n/a  not for publication

city, town Do‘uglass ‘ ) X vicinity of L '

state Kansas . code 20 county Butler """ T T 7 oqe 15

3. Class flcatlon |

Category , f;Ownershlp , Status ' " Present Use ‘ -

— district X public _X_occupied: - - — agriculture  ___museum

—— building(s) - private —__unoccupied —_commercial - ——park .

_x_ structure ——_both. : —_work in progress — educational - ____ private residence

—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible SN entertainment ___religious

-___object - ____inprocess ___yes: restricted . government _____ scientific

—__being considered X _yes:unrestricted . industrial % transportation

n/a V —no —___military = - other:

4. Owner of Property L i

name Butler County

street & number ) le,r County Courthouse -

city,town  E1 Dor d ~ n/avicinity of : ; state  Kansas

5. Locat on of Legal Descrlptlon'

courthouse, reglstry of deeds, etc. Reigster of Deeds

street & number - Butler ’County Courthouse

city, town “El Dorado : ' state Kansas

6. Repre: entatlon in Exnstmg Surveys

‘Survey of H1stor1c Bridges—-— : ‘ ‘
title Kansas Dept. of Transportatlon has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no

-date 1980-83 v : ' : ___federal X state ___county ___local

depository for survéy records Kansas State H:’Lstoriéal SOCiety

city, town iopeka ‘ ) v R ‘ state Kansas

T g



7. Description |

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent —— deteriorated X __ unaltered —X_ original site
___good ___ruins __altered . ___moved date _
X fair —__ unéxposed Ve

Describe the present and original (if known) physicallyappearance

This bridge spans Muddy Creek one mile north and three miles east of Douglass, Kansas.
It is 66 feet long and 14.8 feet wide. The deck lies 12 feet above the water level.
The spandrel walls extend upward above the roadway to form a low railing. At one time
metal pipes were embedded in the concrete to form an additional railing. These no
longer exist. ‘

Structurally, the bridge consists of a concrete arch reinforced by steel. The arch’
springs from and is disposed between reinforced concrete abutments. '



Significance

Period o Areas of Sigmflcance—Check and justlfy below ,

~__ prehistoric ___ archeology prehistoric . .. community. planmng 3 Iandscape archltecture__ religlon

___1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic - —__-conservation —_law . . . —__science

. 1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics ____literature ____sculpture

- 1600-1699 ___: architecture —___education — military - ____ social/
__1700-1799 ____art ' X engineering - __music .~ humanitarian

1800-1899 ___ commerce . - exploration/settlement .___ philosophy : ___ theater

—X 1900- ____communications — _industry. .- . - __._ politics/government _X _transportation
' : - —invention - . = — other (specify)

Specmc dates 19 10 : : Bullder/Archlteet R ‘R. Green, Contractor

Statement of Slgmflcance (in one paragraph)

The Muddy Creek Brldge retains its 1ntegr1ty of 1ocatlon, de31gn ‘setting, materials,

feel1ng and association. It embodies the d1st1nct1ve characteristics of a type and

method of construction no longer being used and may yleld information important .

to the history of englneer1ng.‘

| N : . .

B1ds for. the\brldge were .let September. 16 -1910- and by December - 16, 1910~the

“'Walnut Valley Times was reporting that the brldge was well under way: = To that
point' the bridge, located at Metsker Crossing, had used up to 1100 sacks of cement.
That made a total of 150 cubic yards of’ concrete. ‘The 12 to 15 men employed on
the project would require flve to 31x weeks to complete.

Green had completed several contracts in Cowley county but this was his first .
3nnportant one in Butler county and he was trying extra hard to do a good job.

“THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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9. Majfor Bibliographical References

"Bridge Contracts Let by.the County Board,"' iWalnut Valley Times, September 16, 1910, p. 1.
"Tribune Tells About Muddy Creek Bridge," Walnut Valley Times, December 16, 1910, p. 4.
"New Bridge on Muddy," Douglas Tribune, December 9, 1910, p. 1. :

10. Geographical Data

street & number

Acreage of nommated property _M»_than_ma_cre

Quadrangle name Gordon Kansas ' Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 :
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Verbal boundary descnptlon and justmcatlon
That property omnecand over whlch the brldge is. bullt 1nc1ud1ng brldge structure and
abutments Nw 813 T298 R4E. - = S :

List all states and counties for propertios .overlapping étate or county b.oon’daries

state n/a code county code

state o T T code " county o RN ‘code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Larry 'Jochims', Rese’afch.-‘”Histofian"an‘d Mi.(:!ha”el Snell

organization ‘Kansas State Historical Society date  2/20/85

120 West Tenth . - | telephone  (913) 296-2973 :

city or town Topeka - state Kansas

12. State Hlstorrc Preservatlon Officer Certlflcatlon

The evaluated sngmﬂcance of this property within the state is:

—___national _K . state - —___local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby .nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
accordmg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  Executive Director, Kansas State Historical Society date 3/4/85
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