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OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Diminutive in comparison to the imposing flanking
buildings, Fire Station #23 hgs.u style of ites own. The
long side of the rectangular building faces the street; the
f1rst story is taller to allow the fire srucks to pass

through the three pairs of Swinging qurS. The §ggggg“§§gry %W!“fy

served as a dormitory. Arches frame all the windows and

doors. The red brick masonry, laid in Flemish double stretc

bond, is very attractive. The five story hose tower rises

above the greentile hip roof. At present, the trim need "f
paint of gayer hue and the grounds around the fire statiox®|

are overgoown. Lot and building need refurbishing.

since they do not show in the photograph, it should be mentioned that
the fire station is adjacent to two large institutions. Providence
Hospital, the largest medical facility in the City of Seattle, is
across the next streét to the south, and rises five and six stories

above the small frame homes of the area, It was built at the same

SNOILDNYLSNILZ3

period, 1907 to 1909. Across Columbia Street to the‘north is the three
story Immaculate Conception Church and parochial school, consisting‘of'
three buildings. Both hos?ital and church complex are brick with

a central tcwer on the hospital and two towers on the cburcn. The

fire statlon also has 1ts tower, but it is lower. The three brick
structures (or groups of structures) were orivinally the only brick
bu“ld1n¢s in a neighbothood of frame single family dwellings., MNow' several
other brick buildings of two and three stories have been added to the

area - professional and medically oriented office complexes.
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Fire Stetion #23 still presents a reminder of’ Exﬁ ,/g{

protectlve work among wood frame houses in an attracf{%eL,

residential neighborhood. Uesigned by Everett and Baker

in 1908, the fire station was one of the earlijer munlc1pa1

buildings to be designed by architects. The lot and

building could be developed into an excellent neighborhood
recre&tional center.

The building was planned as early as 1906, designed and built
in 1908. It was listed as in use in 1909. As stated above, it is
_partially significant as one- o% the early architect-designed structures
for fire prevention - the building specifically nlanned for the
- peonle and equipment using it. (Art is marked above, as no place

this form was designated for architecture, and we were thus

directed in these early forms to use ART).

Fire station #23 is significant in the City of Seattle as ore

of the few reminders of the horse~drawn era of fire fightinz., The
structure rewinds one of the large horse-drawn eguipment, and yet
at the same time nroves that good architecture and design will make

a structure contribute to a neighbgrhood aesﬁhetically for many

decades o
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NAME AND TITLE:
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Seelye Martin, Assistant

ORGANIZATION

Seattle Historical Society

DATE

18 July 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

216l E. Hamlin

CITY OR TOWN:

Seattle

STATE CODE

Washington, 98102 53

TSTATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O

The recommended

Local . DX

O State

Ngtional

Name

Charles H. Odegaa

Titte Director - Washington State Parks

and Recreation Commission

.

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pregservation
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