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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

, PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
.1 Staple to l e f t side- of form 

Photo number 

R o l l 7 frame 27A 

SKETCH MAP " ' ' 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 
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Town Uxbridge 

Address 2-6 Narth. Main Stireet 
1 : 

Histor ic Name Farnum Block ' u.t^ /c*̂  

N 

Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r ' 

Organization Uxbridge H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date May 1981 

Use: Original commercial 

Present vacant 

Ownership : O I Private individual 
Private organization 

Pub l i e 

Original owner H.S.Farnum 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1895 

^ Source a t l a se s ; Sprague 1927: 73 

Style Renaissance Rev iva l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) s t o r e f r o n t s 

r e b u i l t (mid-20th C.) 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage legs than 1/4 '_ 

Setting at n o r t h end of commercial 

d i s t r i c t ; b r i c k blocks(south) , vacant 

l o t s ( n o r t h & west). 

.̂ . ,, , , UTM: 19 282410 4661370 Quad UX 

(Staple additional sheets here) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Farnum Block i s one o f Uxbr idge ' s l a r g e s t and most w e l l preserved 
commercial b l o c k s . The b u i l d i n g i s cons t ruc ted o f b r i c k , t h r e e - s t o r i e s h igh 
w i t h undecorated s ide w a l l s (nor th & s o u t h ) . I t s facade i s symmetrical; , a t . the 
f i r s t s to rey i t con ta ins two s t o r e f r o n t s ( b o a r d e d over) surmounted by a metal 
c o r n i c e . The upper two f l o o r s are d i v i d e d by b l i n d arches i n t o three bays, 
each bay con ta ins p a i r e d windows a t each s to rey ; between the arches are decor­
a t i v e b r i c k pane ls . At the roo f l i n e i s a pressed metal co rn ice decorated w i t h 
m o d i l l i o n s and egg-and-dart mouldings . . ,> 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The Farnum Block der ives i t s h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e p r i n c i p a l l y f rom 
i t s design which represents the l a r g e s t scale o f commercial development achieve 
i n Uxbridge d u r i n g the n ine teen th c e n t u r y . Fo l lowing a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c l a t e 
V i c t o r i a n p l a n , the block was b u i l t t o con ta in s tores a t the f i r s t s t o r e y , 
s torage and o f f i c e space a t the second s torey and a p u b l i c h a l l a t the t h i r d 
s t o r e y . Evidence f o r the b u i l d i n g ' s date o f c o n s t r u c t i o n i s c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ; 
on March 19, 1895^a f i r e destroyed severa l commercial b u i l d i n g s around t h i s 
s i t e . As these b u i l d i n g s were occupied a t the t ime o f t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n , i t 
i s l i k e l y t h a t r e - b u i l d i n g took place soon a f t e r the r u i n s were c leared away. 
By 1898, the Farnum Block i s i n d i c a t e d on t h i s s i t e . Of the b u i l d i n g ' s f i r s t 
owner, H.S.Farnum, no th ing i s known. 

The Farnum Block possesses integri ty of location, design, setting, materials and 
workmanship, as well as his tor ical associations with the reconstruction'of Uxbridge Center's 
commercial d i s t r i c t following two f i res i n the niid-1890s. 
A and C of the NRHP. . 

Thie Farnum Block, meê ts c r i t e r ia 

BIBLIOGRAPm' and/or REFERENCES 
Maps & A t l a s e s : 1855, 1857, 1870, 1898 
Sprague 1927: 73-74 

OWNER: Don and Robert E. Koopman, Trustees 
Koopman Real ty T rus t 
6 65 Church S t . 
W h i t i n s v i l l e , MA 01588 20M-2/80 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
CM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS use only 

received 

tte entered ^ 1 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Arq̂ a 
Thematic Group 

Name Uxbridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State ~ 

Nomination/Type of Review 

''II- Capron, Charles, House lnt«r«4 l a tKa 
Natlonml H««l?«ter 

12. Chapin, A . , House jfrntionftl Se«ister 

S'̂ IS. Cook, A. E., House lat«r«d i n "tlie 

'»'' 14. C e n t r a l Woolen M i l l s 
D i s t r i c t 

Keeper 

Attest 

•̂ *lf̂ eeper 

Attest 

|l?eeper 

Attest 

SuBsf anti ve HevTew .̂̂  gep er 

Attest 

Date/Signature ' ' 

eeper j f f r j l l //-jf/ff 

15. Deane, Francis, Cottage Entered in tbe 
NatlonEl Ee«l-flter 

16. Farnum 

17. Farnum, Moses, House 

18. Farnum, R., House 

19, Granite Store 

NaFkio^l Ecicleter 

Bnfarei tn fKs 
National Register 

EnfareJ I E 1 ^ 
ITatlonal fiegleter 

Entered in the 
Hatioml Beglster 

fife, 
At t 

/deeper yZ7<U^i'^^c^-^^^^6^^y 7a/7 /P3 

20. H a l l , S. A . , House Enoeioa ..... 
natiooal fiegister 

L eeper 

Attest 

[eeper 

Attest 

reeper 

Attest 

deeper 

Attest 

deeper 

Attest 

/iteeper 

Attest 

A:;/U6^.^.<ty^'yo^ 7c/7/r5 

/jCeeper C7<Ll'-t--^i^/^y.^ 7a/77<^-^ 

rCK^Z^^,^^^^^ 70/7/i^^ 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

. i. • 

Famum Block (Uxbridge MRA) 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CZl appeal ' ' ' 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 

AUG 2 6 1983 

Fed. Reg. Date: . 
Date Due: ^ / f r 

A f b ' t t v S I o t l iA r t ion : Z ^ ^ C C E P T 

Natlofial fie«l«ter 

y3 - /^//£>/^"> 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

im appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
EH good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
• clarity W ' -
• alterations/integrity 
1 I dates .'. 
I I boundary selection w 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph >. - y. 
CH completeness • i ;-
CD clarity 
• applicable criteria 
im justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource ^ 
CH context J 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception - . 
• other 

(f i K M jj-tf injjiK'i!) •̂ ^oo.r.f; Btfiii'-tS/i 

'If. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Ay.y^-.'.fi -''i'.^.. '..^•fy'':,.r.' 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
0 Photographs 
• Other 

'y.'ii<v, 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to -

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area 
• i^ Farnum Block 

2-6 North Main Street 
Map #41 Lot #10A 

7r* 

Uxbridge Assessors 
1" = 200' 1983 

PARK 
103' 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299 


