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The design of the facade and store building for local jeweler Charles F. Artes 
in 1915 was an early and significant expression of the Chicago School by an Evans- 
ville architect. The designer, Edward J. Thole of the firm of Clifford Shopbell & 
Company, was the first to embrace the ornament, masses, and plans associated with 
Sullivan, Wright, and other Midwest contemporaries, producing a dozen or more 
regional works in the Prairie School and Chicago School commercial modes in the 
first quarter of the 20th Century. His modest storefront for Artes reflects Thole's 
high design standards and the willingness of the Evansville public to accept 
progressive architecture shortly after the turn of the century.

The Artes Store was not Thole's first Prairie or Chicago School exercise. His 
"California bungalow" for Progressive Evansville mayor Benjamin Bosse was erected 
in 1913 soon after Thole began the serious pursuit of architecture as a career. 
Another Chicago School store building by Thole, the Walk Over Boot store building 
of 1916 (82-196-0033), uses the stylized characteristics of the kind seen in the 
Artes building but without the archeological attention to Sullivanesque ornament 
apparent in the earlier effort. Thole would continue to refine his Prairie School 
abilities, producing convincing essays such as the Bozeman-Waters Bank in Poseyville, 
Indiana, of 1923, the Michael Helfrich Residence in Evansville of 1919, and the 
small store building for Edward Wade in Mount Vernon, Indiana, of 1924.

Thole's design for Artes, however, was remarkable for its faithfulness to Sullivan. 
The terra cotta trim on the store front, for example, was ordered in September of 
1915 from the Midland Terra Cotta Company of Chicago, a principal supplier and 
fabricator of Sullivan's own exquisite ornament. The white-glazed brick, laid in 
stretcher bond in the narrow facade, was a favorite material among the Chicago 
school, Sullivan himself extolling its virtues in a late-19th article written for 
the Inland Architect (others, such as Burnham and Root in the Rookery Building of 
1884, helped to popularize the use of white-glazed brick for applications in light 
wells or other, similar densely developed sites.) Thole's composition for the 
Artes facade (and Walk Over Boot as well, though strictly in brick) also shared— 
albeit somewhat loosely—Sullivan's own design formula, epitomized in the Kresge 
Music Store of 1922; that is, a rectilinear mass, broken horizontally by banked
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Additional Architectural Information: Artes Store Building (amended) 

19. (continued)

Chicago School windows, and accented by a flourish of terra cotta ornament focused 
in the center of the skyline.

The meaning of the early acceptance of the Prairie and Chicago Schools, by the Evansville 
architectural public has been discussed elsewhere (see 82-196-0033^*^Psamended especially). 
In summary, the alliance with Chicago reflected a trend in tastemaking, industrial 
practices, and the like apparent in Evansville in the early 20th Century which placed 
the city within the orbit of the metropolis, essentially for the first time in its 
history.


