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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set in a lovely rural setting, Scotch Ridge Church is a Gothic Revival cruciform
shape building with lancet arch openings, a steeply pitched gable roof surmounted
by a louvered belfry with pinnacle, It is white clapboard with a foundation of
brick. Each section of the overall plan is approximately two bays wide. Two
entryways are placed at the intersections of the north side. Each is topped by a
transom whose design repeats the tracery of the tall narrow windows throughout

the structure. The interior of the Church is distinguished by vaulted ceilings,
simple round support posts with decorative capitals and a recessed sanctuary.

An interesting detail is the placement of curved floorboards graduating in width
from 1/2" near the sanctuary to 4" towards the rear. The benches (with a center
and two side aisles) are arranged to correspond with the direction set by the
flooring. The interior walls and ceiling are plaster and painted white. Apparently
the interior furnishings overall treatment remains in the condition in which it was
constructed originally.
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-STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Scotch Ridge Church is a well preserved example of early Gothic Revival architecture
in Iowa. Complete with belfry, lancet arched windows and door openings and trefoil
ornament, it stands as testament to one congregation®s conformity to a popular
nineteenth century concept that church designs should be medieval in order to be
"real" churches. This white frame example joins Grant Wood's American Gothic House
in Eldon, Iowa in representing several such structures throughout the state whose
simplicity and starkness against the rural landscapes are eminently picturesque

without being grotesque.

The Scotch Ridge Presbyterian Church was organized in 1853 by Scotch pioneers who
brought the customs of their native Associate Presbyterian Church with them. The
present building was erected in 1885 and has housed the congregation for weekly

services up to the present day.
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Original Deed of land to Church filed April 28, 1865

Church Records--Minutes of Session and Congregational Meetings 1853-1974

1946 LIFE MAGAZINE--Iowa Centennial September 30, 1946 Scotch Ridge pp. 103 ~ 107

1952 PALIMPSEST--April 19 "Study of Presbyterianism” Picture inside back cover

1953 Church Centennial NBC-WHO Interview--Med Maxwell

1953 INDIANOLA TRIBUNE--August 11, Centennial

1962 DES MOINES TRIBUNE--200 year old tree in front of church saved from highway -
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destruction by pastor and elder

1973 Des Moines and Indianola papers feature 120th anniversary 9 states, 23 cities,
and 53 churches represented



