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Tomn Nevton (West Newton)
Address 1600 Washington Street
Historic Nare Levi Waren Jr. High School

Use: Present vacant (since 1982)
Original Junior H gh School

CESRPIAN  ,°

Date 1927

Source Buildlno permt

Style  Georgian Revival

Architect Rliplev & LeBoutlllier

Exterior Hall Fabric brick

Qutbuildings  none

My or Alterations (wth dates)

W ng- 1959
Condi tion poor
Mved g Date n/a
Acreage  165.000 sc.ft. C LA

Setting maior thoroughfare outside Vést
Nevton village center and | eadingto
the western villages

Recorded by Cfind~ro JpnVing/Sn.~Pn AhelP

Organization Nevmn HiRtor-irpi mmm

Date 1/87: rev. ?>/i



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) =N -rA,

'he Levi F. Warren Junior High Schod possessssintegrity of location, desgn, setting, materias,
"orkmanghip. feeling and assodaion. AsNevion s ssoond Junior High Schod (F. A. Day junior High
chool, Newtonville, 1922, was first) it reflects the city s rapid devdlopment in the early 20th century
nd the need to house agrowing schod population. Desgned by the noted firm of Ripley U
..eBoutiilier ma masterful interpretation of the Georgian Revivd style, it isNewton s mod
irchitecturally outstanding schod with sgnificance in this area enhanced by the integrity of original
egdures. The Levi F, "Waren junior High Schod meascriteria A k C of the NRHP.

ARHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  Destribe important architectural features ad evduate in taras of
other buildings within the community.

The Warrea School isthe earliest, aad by far the mod interesting architecturally, of Newan ssevera Georgian
Revivd style public schools, Itisalarge, two ston' building vuh high basament which bresks up its long
/ectanguiar mess with imagination (compare with Car School m NonaatumJ. The brick structure conssts of afive-
7ay ceQtra section with pedimented frontispiece, cupolaand bridged chimneys defining it aove the roofline
Juoinsoffer further definition. Thislarge central section, dmog aschoal initsown right, isflanked by eight bay
"typhens that are in turn terminated by pedimented end pavilions Theseend pavilions have blank windowless walls
nJ rich stone carving m the gable fields They protect beyona the iront and rear eevations and conum secondary
ntries inbrick porcheson iheir flanks(N £ S Quoins define these dements as b rusticated basaments, A two
iocy wmg that gppearsto be original extendstrom the center of the rear (E) elevation. A two story iiat roofed brick
-ing wes addad to the right reareievaiion m 198 by the Architects Collaborative The integrity of the schoal is
atected only by its vacant sutusand generally poor condition. Playing fields surround the building.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad howv the
building relates to the development of the community.

chool construction in Newton wes a astandstill between 19jS and 1919 Housing sdles hu™ever were brisk and new
swiiding was up, particularly la the mid-ieens  Although "Vorid Wer 1 dowed housing construction for severd

~as beween 199 and 1919 school enrollment began to rise consderably - irom ",236 to Sa23 i-i ten years. New
"iilding hitarecord high in 1925 and in the following decede the school population incressed ZR%6 By 1939,
enrollment in the Newton School System wes justover 12(11J and the city had constructed atota of 14 new schools

iith,.>ugh the nead lor locating a junior High Schodl m the Wes Newion area had been under discusson snce 192
bhe Levi F Warren Junior High Schnni nas not built until 1925-" At completion Warren wes sad to be one ol the
nose modernly equipped and constructed buildings, and wes praised for itseese ol operation and low maintenance
leeds. Architectsfor Warren Junior High were Ripley and LeBoutlllier, whose offices were a 45 Bromfield Street,
loston. Hubert Ripley who began his career in the offices of Danid Burnham. and Pegbody and Stearns, wes a
\ewton resdent Housss a 35 Birch Hill Road (hisown, NV-G) and 2"l Chestnut Street (¥N-0116) were desgned by
iim Addison LeBoutlllier, anative of Utica, Neaw York, began his career m the offices of S S Beman of Chicago, He
are to Bodon in 19838 and became assodiaed with Ripley about 1913

he school, which was named for Levi? Warren, heedmaster of the Parce School in West Newton until hisdeath in
| '597. cdebrated itstwenty-fifthanniversary in 1922 and m 1959. athree story addition, desgned by The Architects
?0llaboraive of Cambridge, was congtructed However, in recent years, budget constraints and reduced enrollment
aty-wide, forced the closing of thisand severd other Junior High Schodls m Newton. Since the closing of Warren
n 1922 avariety of re-use plans have been consdered, including proposas to meke it the Ste of anew library At
his time a plan tor mixed residential use isunder consideration, but it has not yet been finalized.
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

building Records 1600 Washington Street
Mo Committee Reports 1927, 1956
IVayiaa Gragphjc 9/9/27. 2/7/52. 3/3/82 8/85
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United States Department Of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page 1

QMS Afifieanl No. 1034-0011

Nane
State

Nom nati on/ Type of Review .

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Npowt on  MBA
M ddl esex County, MA

Dat e/ Si gnat ure

161. Second Church of Newt on MWW QAAMWA [frenNr N NMAN-CNN I A N'<i>ff
At test
162. Stratton, Edward B., HouserAAAA Ali “eper MWLjMMMM cpyni/”
163. Tow e, Loren, Estate ., Mats*i TAPAMA i3> (<M A A Yy
Attest
164. Waban Branch Li brary Entered In tha r/fteeper Vv<£l . ANt - - /- AN SANAN TEVIAf
Attest
165. Wal ker Hone f or M ssionary Children Keeper
Attest
166. Warren, Levi, Jr., High School
Entered I n the
Mat | onal |aglsto* Attest
167. Boston Col | ege Mai n Canpus Keeper , =N
Hi storic District fitH tWhvg fi «VI «K
Attest
168. Church, William L., Hoi®gtered inf"~AAA Y rpern--Aftfyn, . .onrANA AN ANTTO
Hationai. Attest
169. Farlow Hill Historic P:Atr:ct;i the Keeper/ "ANNANN WANAN] N[ Y IAAAN
, Atlaxua leglflta. NN
170. Newton Cottage Hospital Historic  District  (i"/MPA JESANANANN - A AN B
SebtrtKUMve Bn"taW — Attest : [
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S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect
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clarity

applicable criteria
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