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The Charter Street Historic D i s t r i c t consists of the Grimshawe House (c.l770), 
the Pickman House (c.1638-1680), and the Charter Street Cemetery (Burying Point, 
c.1637) which l i e s between the houses. 

The Grimshawe House s i t s i n the northwest corner of the Charter Street Cemetery, 
the oldest cemetery i n Salem. I t i s a large hip roofed Fecjeral style structure, 
three sto'ries high and four bays wide. The house has been altered considerably 
on the exterior; the o r i g i n a l clapboards of the wooden structure have been covered 
with asphalt shingles, the o r i g i n a l chimneys and shutters have been removed and 
additional windows added. In 1896 the house was moved back several feet i n order 
to widen the sidewalk. 

I n 1915 f i r e damaged the i n t e r i o r . After repairs were made the house was used 
as a boardinghouse, and the f r o n t entrance was moved to the Essex I n s t i t u t e to 
preserve i t . 

The Pickman House, whose c.l638 or c.l680 dates are a subject of much controversy 
(discussed under significance), i s situated on the corner of Charter and Liberty 
Streets. This early Ih story wooden building was extensively restored and 
renovated i n 197^73, and l i t t l e of the o r i g i n a l f a b r i c remains. 

The Charter Street Cemetery i s situated between the two h i s t o r i c houses. I t i s 
the oldest burying ground i n Salem and one of the oldest i n the country, having 
been i n use before 1637. I t s o r i g i n a l name was the "Burying Point" because of i t s 
location on a b l u f f overlooking the South River. Within i t s confines are the 
gravestones of many early s e t t l e r s . The cemetery i s a well kept up area and 
contains gravemarkers t y p i c a l of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
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The Charter Street Historic D i s t r i c t contains the only remaining elements of the 
t h r i v i n g business and re s i d e n t i a l neighborhood that once stood here, created i n 
part by the neighborhood's proximity to the South River which formerly extended 
to the foot of Liberty Street. The area also has strong associations with the 
ea r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n Salem as well as l i t e r a r y associations with Nathaniel 
Hawthorhe and the Peabody s i s t e r s . 

Although the neighborhood surrounding the Grimshawe House and the Pickman House 
has disappeared through decay and urban renewal, and even though both of the re­
maining houses have been considerably altered, they s t i l l r e t a i n the significance 
they acquired through being associated with the neighborhood. The Grimshawe House 
(c.1770) has additional significance because of i t s associations with the Peabody 
family and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Dr. Nathaniel Peabody, a dentist and general 
physician, lived i n the house with his family from 1835 to 1841. I t was to t h i s 
house that Nathaniel Hawthorne came and courted Sophia Peabody, and the house 
became the setting f o r the novel Dr. Grimshawe's Secret. I n the story he 
v i v i d l y describes the house and the burying ground next door, both of which found 
t h e i r way int o many of his other works. 

Horace Mann, the notable educator, was a frequent v i s i t o r to the house when he 
was courting Mary Peabody. Her si s t e r Elizabeth Palmer Peabody became one of 
the foremost women i n the l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s of her day. Her association with the 
Transcendentalists, Emerson, Thoreau, A l c o t t , and the feminist Margaret Fuller 
i s well known. Elizabeth's u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s were also responsible for the estab­
lishment of the kindergarten i n America. 

The Charter Street Cemetery (Burying Point) i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the 
oldest burying ground i n Salem,c.1637, and because of the many early s e t t l e r s 
that are buried here. These include Captain Richard M̂ore whose gravestone i s the 
only one of a Mayflower passenger known to exi s t . Also buried here are Nathaniel 
Mather, the younger brother of Cotton Mather; Samuel Mclntire, Salems' renowned 
woodcarver; Rev. John Higginson; Chief Justice Benjamin Lynde; Judge Hathorne of 
the witchcraft court; and Governor Simon Bradstreet. 
The oldest stone i s that of "Doraty, wife to P h i l i p Cromwell," 1673. Earlier 
s e t t l e r s were probably buried here, but none of the stones remains. Near 
"Doraty's" gravestone i s that of Miss Mary Cromwell, dated 1683. This i s thought 
to be the"finest and only perfect example of i t s ancient gravestones known to exist 
i n the countiry, and one of the two or three now standing i n New England. 
-'-Essex I n s t i t u t e , V i s i t o r ' s Guide to Salem, (1937 edition) 
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Also buried here i s Doctor Swinnerton, Physician, who died i n 1688. Nathaniel 
Hawthorne used t h i s name i n many of his stories , including "The House of Seven 
Gables" and the "Deliver Romance." The b u r i a l ground i t s e l f was often v i s i t e d by 
Hawthorne who made free use of i t i n his novels. 

The Pickman House is at present embroiled i n a controversy involving i t s date of 
construction. I t was recognized as an early American House i n 1964 by members of 
Historic Salem when certain distinguishing features were recognized under a 
mansard roof. The e a r l i e s t date at t r i b u t e d t o i t , c.l638, i s based on a grant of 
land to William Goult from the town of Salem i n that year. Since Goult was married 
i t i s reasonable to assume that he b u i l t a house on t h i s land. Second mention of 
the land and a house i s found i n a deed,transferring the house and land to Samuel 
Pickman i n 1660. According to Abbot Cummings of the SPNEA the house that Goult 
b u i l t and that Samuel Pickman acquired i n 1660 was located on a p l o t of land next 
to the s i t e of the present house, and that contemporary inventories indicate the 
C.1638 Goult House was inexpensive to b u i l d . The house now standing at 20 
Liberty Street has fin e o r i g i n a l 17th century carved posts, and would have been 
expensive to b u i l d . On the basis of t h i s information and on s t y l i s t i c evidence. 
Abbot Cummings att r i b u t e s a c.1680 date to the house. I n spite of the dispute 
over the date and i d e n t i t y of the house, i t i s important as one of the few remain­
ing 17th century houses i n New England. 

The history of the house becomes less confused as time passes, however. Benjamin 
Lynde, Jr., Judge and Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, was the most 
famous owner. I t was under his j u r i s d i c t i o n that the B r i t i s h soldiers involved i n 
the Boston Massacre were acquitted. 

One of the boarders i n the house when i t was owned by Captain Woodbridge Grafton, 
shipmaster, (c.l800) was Michele Felice Corne, an I t a l i a n painter who came from 
Naples i n 1799. Corne', one of the great marine a r t i s t s of his time, held painting 
classes for children i n the house. Many of his paintings are on display at the 
Peabody Museum, i n Salem. Corne is also supposed to have introduced the tomato, 
as an edible f r u i t , to America. 

The House was completely "restored" i n 1972-73, and while the roof and much of 
the t r i m i s new fa b r i c , the frame, with i t s f i n e l y carved posts, i s o r i g i n a l . 
The restoration of the firep l a c e , roof and t r i m was based on detailed research 
and physical evidence and the house retains i t s arc h i t e c t u r a l significance as a 
17th century structure. 
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