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The Charter Street HistoricDistrict consists of the Ginshawe House (c.1770),
the Pickman House (c.1638-1680), andtheCharter Street Cemetery (Burying Point,
€. 1637) which lies between t he houses.

The Qinmshawe House sits i nthenorthwest corner of theCharter Street Cenetery,
the oldest cenetery i nSalem [|tisalarge hiproofed Fecjeral style structure,
three sto'ries high and four bays wide. The house has been altered considerably
on theexterior; theoriginal clapboards of t hewooden structure have been covered
with asphalt shingles, theoriginal chimeys and shutters have been renmoved and
additional w ndows added. 1 n1896t he house was noved back several feet i n order
to widen the sidewalk.

In 1915fire danmaged theinterior. After repairs were nmade t he house was used
as a boardinghouse, andthefront entrance was noved t ot he Essex Institutet o
preserve it.

The Pi ckman House, whose c¢.1638 or c.1680 dates area subject of much controversy
(discussed under significance), i ssituated onthecorner of Charter andLiberty
Streets. This early Ih story wooden building was extensively restored and
renovated i n197~73, andlittle of theoriginal fabric remains.

The Charter Street Cemetery i ssituated between thetwohistoric houses. |t is
the ol dest burying ground i nSalem and one of t heoldest i nthecountry, having
been i nusebefore 1637. Itsoriginal nane was t he "Burying Point" because of its
location on abluff overlooking the South River. Wthin itsconfines are the
gravestones of many early settlers. The cenmetery i sa well kept up areaand
contains gravemarkers typical of thel7th and 18thcenturies.
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c. 1637,

STATEMENT OF S G\ H CANCE

The Charter Street Historic District contains theonly remaining elements of the
thriving business and residential neighborhood that once stood here, createdi n
part by theneighborhood' s proximty totheSouth River which formerly extended
to thefoot of Liberty Street. The area also has strong associations withthe
earliest settlers i nSalemas well as literary associations with Nathaniel

Hawt hor he and t he Peabody sisters.

c, 1770

Al though t heneighborhood surrounding the Ginmshawe House and t he Pi ckman House
has di sappeared through decay and urban renewal, and even though both of the re-
mai ni ng houses have been considerably altered, they still retain the significance
they acquired through being associated with t heneighborhood. The Ginshawe House
(c.1770) has additional significancebecause of itsassociations with the Peabody
fam |y and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Dr. Nathaniel Peabody, a dentist and general
physician, lived i n thehouse with hisfamly from 1835t 01841. | twas tothis
house that Nathaniel Hawthorne cane and courted Sophia Peabody, and t he house
becane t hesetting for thenovel Dr. Ginshawe's Secret. I nthestory he
vividly describes thehouse and t heburying ground next door, both of which found
their way into many of hi s other works.

Horace Mann, t henotable educator, was a frequent visitor t ot hehouse when he
was courting Mary Peabody. Her sister Elizabeth Pal mer Peabody becane one of

the foremost wonen i ntheliterary circles of her day. Her associationwiththe
Transcendental ists, Emerson, Thoreau, Alcott, and t hefemi nist Margaret Fuller
is well known. Elizabeth's untiring efforts were also responsible forthe estab-
[ishment of thekindergarten i nAmerica.

The Charter Street Cemetery (Burying Point) i shistorically significant as the

ol dest burying ground i nSalemc.1637, and because of themany early settlers

that areburied here. These include Captain Richard “Mre whose gravestone i s the
only one of a Mayfl ower passenger known t oexist. Also buried here are Nathaniel
Mat her, t heyounger brother of Cotton Mather; Samuel Mclntire, Sal ems' renowned
woodcarver; Rev. John Higginson; Chief Justice Benjam n Lynde; Judge Hathorne of
the witchcraft court; and Governor Sinmon Bradstreet.

Earlier

The ol dest stone i sthat of "Doraty,
settlers were probably buried here,

wife toPhilip Cromwell," 1673.
but none of t hestones remains. Near

"Doraty's" gravestone i sthat

of Mss Mary Crommel |, dated 1683. This i s thought

to be the"finest and only perfect exanple of itsancient gravestones known t o exi st 7
in thecountiry, and one of thetwo or three now standing i nNew Engl and.
-'-BEssex Institute, Visitor's CGuide t oSalem (1937 edition)
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The district i sbounded onthenorth by Charter Street; ontheeast by
Liberty Street t othesoutherly endof the Pickman House property line, then
south along theCharter Street Cemetery's eastern boundary, t o Derby Street.
The southern boundary continues along Derby Street t ot hewesterly boundary
line of theCemetery, then goes north along that boundary andwest of the
Ginmshawe House t oCharter Street.

LI ST ALL STATES AND GONI ES FOR PROPERT BES O/ER_LAPPI NGSTATE AR GAONTY BAUNDAR ES
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE

Christine Boulding, Assistant Survey Director, by Jacob S Wolfson, Historic Salem
ORGANIZATION DATE Inc
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion February 6, 1975 '
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

40 Beacon Street 617-727-8470

CITY OR TOWIN STATE

Boston Massachusetts

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS:
NATIONAL STATE , LOCAIX"S_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE i a\Ji i X dr m ti e. < & ryi

TITLE

Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer DATE
Ft)R NPS USE ONLY ~

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY iS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

DIRcCTOR, OFFICE OFAKHEOLOGY*MWp HISTORArPftrfeftVATIO N
ATTEST DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER



Form No. 10-300a

( L)JNITtD STATES DEPARTMtNT OFTHE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEVYB 19 19/5
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES AR 1 1975
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED ’
QGONTI NUATI ONSHEET | TEMNLMBER Q PXE 2

Also buried here is Doctor Swinnerton, Physician, whodied i n1688. Nathaniel
Hawt horne used this nane i nmany of his stories, including "The House of Seven
Gables" andt he"Deliver Romance."” Theburial ground itself was often visited by
Hawt horne who nade free use of i tinhis novels.

The Pickman House i sat present enmbroiled i na controversy involving its dateof

construction. | twas recognized as anearly American House i n1964 by nenbers of
Historic Salemwhen certain distinguishing featureswere recognized under a
mansard roof. Theearliest date attributed toit, c.1638, is based ona grant of

land t oW Illiam Goult fromthetown of Salemi nthat year. Since Goult was married
it i sreasonable t oassume that hebuilt a house onthis land. Second nention of
the land anda house i sfound i na deed,transferring t hehouse andland t o Sanuel
Pi ckman i n1660. According t oAbbot Qunmngs of t he SPNEA t he house that Goult
built andthat Sanuel Pickman acquired i n1660 was |ocated on a plot of |and next
to thesite of thepresent house, andthat contenporary inventories indicatethe
C 1638 Goult House was inexpensive tobuild. The house nowstanding at 20
Liberty Street has fine original 17th century carved posts, and would have been
expensive tobuild. O thebasis of this information and onstylistic evidence.
Abbot Qummings attributes a c.1680 date t ot hehouse. | nspite of the dispute
over thedate andidentity of thehouse, i ti simportant as oneof thefew remin-
ing 17th century houses i n New Engl and.

The history of thehouse becones |ess confused as tinme passes, however. Benjamn

Lynde, Jr., Judge and Chief Justice of t heMassachusetts Bay Colony, was t he nost

fanous owner. | twas under his jurisdiction that theBritish soldiers involvedin
the Boston Massacre were acquitted.

e of theboarders i nthehouse when it was owied by Captain Wodbri dge Grafton,
shipmaster, (c.l1800) was M chele Felice Corne, anltalian painter who cane from
Naples i n1799. Corne', one of thegreat marine artists of his time, held painting
classes for children i nthehouse. Many of his paintings areondisplay at the
Peabody Museum i nSalem Corne i salso supposed t ohave introduced the tomato,
as anedible fruit, to Anerica.

The House was conmpletely "restored"” i n1972-73, and while theroof and rmuch of
the trimis newfabric, theframe, with itsfinely carved posts, i soriginal.
The restoration of thefireplace, roof andtrim was based ondetailed research
and physical evidence andthehouse retains itsarchitectural significance as a
17th century structure.
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