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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or 
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architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional 
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1. Name of Property _____________________________________________

historic name

other names/site number N/A

2. Location Cave Creek Museum, Inc.

street & number 6140 Skyline Drive 

city or town Cave Creek_______

D not for publicationN/a 

_ D vicinity

state Arizona code county Man' rnpa code m 3 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 53 nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property 
KT meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide KI locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

of federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby/certify that the property is:

Qyentered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

O See continuation sheet.
Q determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
Q removed from the National 

Register.
D other, (explain:) _________

Signature of the Keeper
otered in the

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

^private j^building(s) 
D public-local D district 
D public-State D site 
D public-Federal D structure 

D object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) , 

Contributing Noncontributing

1 n huildinns

1 0

sites

structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

;

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Health — Sani-hari nm i nn /cm 1 -hn re* — Mnac- irm

7. Oescriotion
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Nfn 1 ta

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Wnod -Setting on a Concrete

Wails wooH —

roof Asphalt - roll roofing 

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet #
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

D A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

5^3^ removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Health/Medicine

Period of Significance

192Q" 1929

Significant Dates 

1920____

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

-N/A———————

Architect/Builder

N/A_____

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested 
Q previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

# __________
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # _____________

Primary location of additional data:
D State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government
EkUniversity AZ State Univ.,Tempe, AZ 
Smother 

Name of repository:

faye prepk- Museum, Tnc?. Research Librar} 
PO Box I, Cave Creek, AZ 85327
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property than fi )

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Zone Easting

11,1,,
Northing

lil,
al , I I I . I . i I

Zone Easting

al , I I I , I , , I
Q See continuation sheet

i i , i , ,
Northing

, , , ,

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title DPI mar T)——AlbPr.S ,

organization Cave Creek Museum, Inc.____ 

street & number 6140 Skyline Dr./ PO Box 1 

city or tcwn Cave Creek,______________

date Sep 23, 2000

__ telephone 480-488-2764 

state AZ_____ zip cocje 85327

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets^ Pages 5-12 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating trie property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner ________________________ ____________________ (Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Cave Creek Museum, Inc.

street & m.mhpr 6140 Skyline Drive, P.O. Box #1 

city or tcv/n Cave Creek

__ telephone 480-488-2764 

state Arizona zip code85327

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for fisting or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
cf this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

__________________________________________US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1993 O - 350-416 QL 3_____
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Tubercular Cabin at the Cave Creek Museum is a small, one room, wooden cabin that was 
originally used to house a patient suffering from tuberculosis. It was probably constructed in 
1919 or 1920, as it was one of fourteen cabins that comprised the "Desmont Sanatorium" that 
operated from 1920 until 1929 In Cave Creek, Arizona .It was relocated approximately one mile 
to its present location on the grounds of the Cave Creek Museum in 1984 to prevent its 
destruction. It now sits near the northwest corner of the museum property. The cabin's present 
high desert setting is nearly identical to ite original historic location.

It is small, only 10'2" by 12'2" and of very lightweight construction. The wood frame floor now 
rests on a concrete slab but most likely, originally on a gravel bed, much like a tent. Wooden 
2x4 interior framing is used to support the windows, door, and roof. The vertical bead siding is 
also partially supported by the framing, however there are no studs in the building corners, the 
siding being simply nailed to it's adjoining piece. The gabled roof is supported by 2x4 rafters 
which are covered with 1x10 pine boards and roll roofing. The rafters are tied with light chain to 
withstand outward thrust. Awning sashes covered with canvas light the building on three sides. 
The openings are screened on the inside. The door is louvered.

The building is not served by electricity, gas, water, or sewer, however there are interior "ghost 
markings" which mark the location of a small corner "dry" sink and small stove. The rear of the 
building shows repair of the holes where the sink drain and stove pipe chimney exited the 
building. There are no interior walls or ceiling and the interior is not painted.

The roll roofing is recent, most likely replaced in 1989 or 1990.The exterior was repainted in 
1999 and the canvas on the windows replaced at that time.

The building is well maintained and in good to fair original condition.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tubercular Cabin at the Cave Creek Museum is significant as a Criteria Consideration B 
(moved property) structure because it is a distinctive building design and type important to the 
development of Arizona and the Southwest United States. It is a small lightly constructed 
building used to provide isolated housing for patients suffering from tuberculosis. Its light 
(handy-man type) construction and very unique framing techniques point to its evolution from a 
tent. "Tent Houses" were a form of housing for many uses in territorial Arizona. Hundreds of 
these cabins were located in Arizona but apparently no others have survived. The one other 
known Tubercular Cabin is of much more recent and modern construction and is located in the 
courtyard of a hospital. The sparseness of this building demonstrates the bleak existence of those 
who occupied it and others like it, however many of these sturdy people overcame their 
afflictions and were pivotal in the development of Arizona and the Southwest. Although the 
cabin has been moved to prevent its destruction, it retains its character and is in nearly original 
condition. The Tubercular Cabin at the Cave Creek Museum deserves to be placed on The 
National Register of Historic Places.

Historical background and significance.

The treatment of persons with tuberculosis and other respiratory diseases is of great significance 
to the Cave Creek area of Arizona, the State of Arizona and the Southwest. In the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries tuberculosis was widespread in the United States. The only known 
treatment for the disease prior to the late 1940s was exposure to warm, light, dry, clean air. The 
climate of Arizona was ideal for these people, many of whom came to Arizona for treatment. In 
addition many persons suffering from other respiratory problems such as asthma, etc. came to 
alleviate their conditions. Many of the ranchers, cowboys, miners, business people, and ladies of 
early Arizona migrated here because the climate was beneficial to their respiratory problems. 
Many regained their health and became the pioneers, leaders and legends of the Southwest.

Because it is highly contagious, tuberculosis patients were usually isolated from the rest of 
society in sanitariums. Beginning in the first decade of the 1900s when Arizona was still a 
territory, and until the 1940s there were many respiratory treatment facilities in Arizona. The 
first known in the Cave Creek area was in 1907. It was a small tent facility at the "Howard



NPS Form 10-900-a . • OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) .;• *

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Q Page 3 Tubercular Cabin______
name of property 
Maricopa, AZ__________

county and State

Ranch" however the neighboring ranchers were very unhappy to have persons with a highly 
communicable disease in their midst and the facility soon closed.

The first sanitariums in Arizona generally used tents to isolate their infectious patients. These 
were very hot in the summer, without floors, which allowed easy access to scorpions, snakes and 
other pests, and lacked good ventilation which was essential to the patient's treatment. Soon, 
floors and windows were placed in tents and many styles of cottage or cabin evolved. The most 
common was the small, lightly constructed one room cabin approximately 10 by 12 feet in 
dimension covered with canvas or wood. A number of these were often clustered around central 
sanitary and dining facilities.

The Tubercular Cabin at the Cave Creek Museum is typical of the hundreds in use in the 1920s 
and 1930s and one of the very few remaining. It was one of fourteen cabins clustered around a 
central dining area and sanitary facility which comprised the "Desmont Sanitarium" located near 
the present site of the "Le Sans Souci" restaurant on the south side of Cave Creek Road in the 
Town of Cave Creek, Arizona. The sanitarium was owned by Sam and Helen Jones, and 
operated from 1920 until 1929. Low occupancy brought about by the great depression forced the 
closure and subsequent sale. Exact ownership for a number of years is unknown, however the 
cabin was most likely used as housing for the transient workers employed in the construction oft 
Bartlett Dam on the nearby Verde River from 1930 till 1938. In the 1930 s the cabin was moved 
to a site on the north side of Cave Creek Road near the location of what is now the Horny Toad 
Restaurant.

In the late 1930s or early 1940s it was acquired by Ms. Dixie Nissan who used it as part of an 
"Inn" and restaurant named "The Mustache Cup". The cabin was reputed to have been used by 
prostitutes at the inn to entertain their clients.

In 1945, Ms Nissan gave the land and cabin to Mr. Santos Rubira who used it first as a residence 
and later as a vacation cabin. In 1984, Mr. Rubira resold the land and donated this, the last 
remaining Tubercular Cabin to the area to the Cave Creek Museum for historic preservation. It 
has been preserved and on display at the Museum grounds since that time.
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Summary
The Tubercular Cabin at the Cave Creek Museum is significant as a Criteria Consideration B 
structure because it is a design unique to the many "tuberculosis cabins" in Arizona in the early 
twentieth century. It is one of the last remaining intact and in original condition. The building is 
significant to the migration to Arizona of many of the persons who settled in and built the 
Southwest United States
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Tubercular Cabin

Maricopa

Arizona

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is approximately 30 by 32 feet near the northwest corner of the grounds of the Cave 
Creek Museum, Inc. The museum is located on the west half of the SE quarter of Section 28, Township 6N, 
Range 4E. The tax parcel number for the museum property is 211-11-048D.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The property includes the tubercular cabin (approximately 10 x 12 feet) and 10 feet from the building on all 
sides.
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1. PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

The following information applies to all photographs accompanying this nomination:
1.) Tubercular Cabin
2.) Maricopa County, Arizona
3.) Delmar Albers
5.) Archives, Cave Creek Museum Inc., 6140 Skyline Dr., P.O. Box #1, Cave Creek, AZ 85327

4.) January 2000
6.) Front and side view, camera facing northwest
7.) 2000TB007 .

4.) January 2000
6.) Rear and side View, camera facing southwest
7.) 2000 TB008


