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Milwaukee County Court House
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TITLE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Three Brothers Bar and Restaurant is a two story frame structure 
with white painted brick veneer. The building is Late Picturesque in 
style, with a corner tower surmounted by a large belted globe, a 
Schlitz trademark. The layout of the interior is very simple, with 
the first floor containing a bar, restaurant, kitchen, and restrooms, 
and the second floor containing living quarters.

Few alterations have been made to either the interior or exterior of 
the structure. The original restaurant windows have been replaced by 
more modern aluminum versions. The front door has been modified and 
permanent cedar shake awnings have been added above the windows. The 
original wooden bar remains, although it has been shortened approximately 
nine feet to allow construction of an additional rest room. Some Schlitz 
decorations remain as a reminder of the building 1 s original use—a 
Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company Saloon. The second floor, always used 
as a residence, has not been altered.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1897 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Charles Kirchoff, Jr,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Three Brothers Bar and Restaurant was built as a retail outlet for the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing Company of Milwaukee. These factory-owned saloons were once very 
popular for the advertising and sales of the Schlitz product, but are no longer 
in use for their original purpose. The Three Brothers is one of the best remaining 
examples of this type of sales outlet and is significant in the commercial history 
of Milwaukee, as is the Schlitz Brewing Company itself.

The building was designed by Charles Kirchoff, Milwaukee, who provided plans for 
several Schlitz-built taverns throughout the city, and the building permit applica 
tion is dated July 26, 1897.

Purchased in 1958 by the present owners, the building still functions as a tavern 
and also houses a well-known Serbian restaurant. The present owners have carefully 
respected the building 1 s past and performed only minor alterations.

It should also be noted that the building has been used as a prototype for an HO 
scale model produced by the firm of Con-Cor Heljan.

In recognition of its historical and architectural significance to the community, 
the Three Brothers Bar and Restaurant will be considered by the Milwaukee Common 
Council for City Landmark designation in 1976.
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