
FOW B - BUILDING 

IMSSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, NA 02116 

UttjO 0 4 1989 AREA 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. . , 
Staple to left side of for«. . 

• • •• - • - „ ' ' ' 7- K-- 7' 

• '. ,. 'v y^y.-'f • 

' • •• • • •! r • • • • -y-. 4/. •' -f- :' 

Sketch Nap: Draw aap showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
froyaphical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Mfcate north 

FORM NO. 

169 

Town Somerviiie 

Address 78 Sycamore Street 

Historic Name Peter & Oliver Tufts 

House 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1714-1719 

residential 

residential 

Source town histories 

style Georgian with Federal alterati 

Architect none 

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) Italianate 

doorhood, fenestration, late-•19th c. 

Condition good 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Z E N 
imW REFERENCE 19 - 327/100 - 4695/100 

discs QUADRANGLE 

SOLE 

Boston North 

1:25,000 

yes, on same 
Noved lot Date 1892 

Acreage less than one acre 

Sett ing West a^dP n-P .gyram/M^o <?-hr^9yt 

among other residential properties o 

mid tp late—19th century, some new 

apartment construetSdft 

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler 

Organization Mass. Historical Commiss 

Date September, 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATENENT (if applicable) 
The T u f t s House i s one of o n l y two e x t a n t 18th c e n t u r y houses i n t h e 
W i n t e r H i l l area of S o m e r v i i i e . I t i s i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y t o t h e development of S o m e r v i i i e and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
t r a n s i t i o n from an a g r i c u l t u r a l t o i n d u s t r i a l c ommunity. The T u f t s 
house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . I t f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c Places at the l o c a l l e v e l . The house f u l f i l l e d E x c e p t i o n B 
because i t s move was w i t h i n the same l o t . I t was o n l y moved back from 
t h e s t r e e t . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The P e t e r / O l i v e r T u f t s House d i s p l a y s i t s o r i g i n a l form of a gambrel 
r o o f , two and o n e - h a l f s t o r y , f i v e - b a y d w e l l i n g t h a t has undergone some 
a l t e r a t i o n s . A l t h o u g h the house has been sheathed i n s h i n g l e s i t i s 
p r e s e n t l y being r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i t h clapboards and f e n e s t r a t i o n of 6/6 
s a s h . The house has a m i d — 1 9 t h c e n t u r y I t a l i a n a t e d o o r h o o d w i t h 
h e a v i l y carved b r a c k e t s . . . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

W i n t e r H i i i , a 4000 f o o t d r u m l i n i n the n o r t h s e c t i o n of S o m e r v i i i e , 
was s e t t l e d along Broadway ( o r i g i n a l l y W i n t e r H i l l Road) and s e v e r a l 
rangeways e x t e n d i n g south from Broadway. Only two 18th c e n t u r y houses 
s u r v i v e i n t h i s a r e a . B u i l t ca. 1714, the P e t e r / O l i v e r T u f t s House, so 
named t o commemorate the 1787 t o 1900s owners, occupied l a n d set o f f t o 
E l i a s Rowe i n 1685 . P e t e r T u f t s bought t h e d w e l l i n g i n 17 78 and 
e v e n t u a l l y a c q u i r e d i a n d c o m p r i s i n g a farm e x t e n d i n g as f a r west as 
C e n t r a l S t r e e t and s o u t h o f t h e B o s t o n - L o w e 1 1 R a i l r o a d t r a c k s 
c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1835. The house was s i t u a t e d c l o s e t o t h e d r i v e w a y 
which l a t e r became Sycamore S t r e e t and the house was moved t o the r e a r 
of the present l o t . The farm was used f o r g r a z i n g and f a r m i n g . The 
T u f t s f a m i l y were a c t i v e i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e e a r l y b r i c k yards of 
S o m e r v i i i e , however, none were b u i l t i n t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y of 
Sycamore S t r e e t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Draper, M a r t i n , Map of S o m e r v i i i e , 1852 
S o m e r v i i i e H i s t o r i c Leaves, v o l 1, A p r i l 1902. v o l V I I I , January 1910. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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PROPERTY Tufts, Peter and Oliver, House -'̂ -7 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness * 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
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other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 
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