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Address Central Square 

His t o r i c Name Oddfellows Building 
Present Owner"̂  Mary bnlder Trust 
Original Owner: Isaac Hersam 

Use: Present Mixed r e t a i l 

Original Retail stores and fra t e r n a l 
H i l l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1868 

Source map research, town h i s t o r i e s 

Style Second Empire 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric stucco 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) Addition  

at rear, date unknown; clapboarding 

stuccoed over. 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage 15,700 square feet 

Setting Central Square; main commercial 

d i s t r i c t 

UTM: Boston North Quad 
19 327360 4704880 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Odd Fellows Building i s one of three important 19th century buildings i n Stoneham's 
Central Square. Comparing favorably to the Chase (42, 1874) and Dow (46, 1864) Blocks, 
but unfortunately stuccoed-over, the Odd Fellows Building follows the mansard-roof 
t r a d i t i o n of other important local buildings of the period. The th i r d - s t o r y dormers are 
the best conserved feature, each with a triangular pedimented l i n t e l , and small brackets. 
A patterned slate roof and bracketed cornice are also i n t a c t o r i g i n a l features. The 
central dormer i s embellished with jig-sawed t r i m indicating the date of purchase from 
Isaac Hersam, 1878. The Odd Fellows Building i s one of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l cornerstones of 
Central Square. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Odd Fellows Hall i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of three major mid-late 19th-century coiranercial 
buildings at the town center. A l l three date from the 1860s and early 1870s, a time of 
considerable prosperity i n the shoe industry. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as a good example 
of Second Empire style commercial architecture and as a manifestation of the importance 
of f r a t e r n a l associations i n Stoneham's economic development. The Odd Fellows Hall 
possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , workmanship and association. I t meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His t o r i c Places. 

The Odd Fellows of Stoneham comprised several f r a t e r n a l orders, including the Columbian 
Lodge, Columbian Encampment, Daughters of Rebekah, and Canton F e l l s . The Odd Fellows 
Hall Association was incorporated i n 1872, and included several prominent businessmen 
among i t s members. This building was purchased from Isaac Hersam f o r meeting use i n 
1878. Many businesses have occupied the f i r s t l e v e l , including William Walker's Grocery 
(ca. 1869-) and the Charles Currier Drugstore (ca. 1895-). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name o£ publication, author, date and publisher) 

Stevens, History of Stoneham. 

Photographs i n the Stoneham H i s t o r i c a l Society Collection. 
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55. Shoe Shop-Doucette Ten 
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O appeal 
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Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • sample • request d l appeal r n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer 

Discipline 

Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZI good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

d ] ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check ona 

unaltered 

altered 

Check ona 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 

CD completeness 

CD clarity 

I I alterations/integrity 

• dates 

I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet 
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