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Town St oneham

Address Central Square

Historic Nane
Present Qwner"”

Oddf el  ows Building
Mary bnlder Trust

Original Oaner: Isaac Hersam
Use: Present M xed retail
Original Retail stores and frgternal
DESCR PTI O\ i
Dat e ca. 1868
Sour ce map research, town histories
Style Second Enpire
Architect  Unknown
Exterior wall fabric stucco
Qut bui I di ngs none

Major alterations (with dates) Addition

at rear, date unknown; clapboarding

stuccoed over.

Moved No Date NA
Approx. acreage 15, 700 square feet
Setting Central Square; main commrerci al
district
UM Boston North Quad

19 327360 4704880
sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL 9 G\ H GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswthin the conmunity.)

The Qdd Fellows Building i s one of three important 19th century buildings i n Stoneham s
Central Square. Conparing favorably t othe Chase (42, 1874) and Dow (46, 1864) Bl ocks,
but unfortunately stuccoed-over, the Qidd Fellows Building follows the mansard-roof
tradition of other important local buildings of the period. The third-story dorners are
the best conserved feature, each with a triangular pedimented |intel, andsmall brackets.
A patterned slate roof andbracketed cornice are also intact original features. The
central dormer is enmbellished with jig-sawed trim indicating the date of purchase from
Isaac Hersam 1878. The Qdd Fellows Building i s one of the architectural cornerstones of
Central Square.

HSTARCAL SANHCANE (Explain the role owers played inlocal or state

history and howthe buildingrelatesto the devel opment of the conmunity.)

The Qdd Fellows Hall is significant as one of three major md-late 19th-century coiranercial
buildings at the town center. Al |l three date from the 1860s andearly 1870s, a time of
considerable prosperity i n the shoe industry. |t isalso significant as a good exanple

of Second Enmpirestyle comrercial architecture andas a manifestation of the inportance
of fraternal associations in Stonehams econom c devel opnent. The Qdd Fel | ows Hal |
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship andassociation. |t nmeets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Qdd Fel l ows of Stoneham conprised several fraternal orders, including the Col unbi an
Lodge, Col umbi an Encanprent, Daughters of Rebekah, and Canton Fells. The Qdd Fell ows
Hal | Association was incorporated in 1872, and included several prom nent businessmen
anmong it snmenbers. This buil dingwas purchased from Isaac Hersamfor meeting use i n

1878.  Many businesses have occupied the first level, includingWIIliamWlker's G ocery
(ca. 1869-) and the Charles Currier Drugstore (ca. 1895-).

B Bl G3AHY and/ or REFEHRENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Stevens, History of Stoneham

Phot ographs in the StonehamHistorical Society Collection.
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. nomination by person or local government

d owner objection
O appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

sample .

request

Working No. HB /?

Fed. Reg.

D ate

Date Du-~33 9 '~

Action:

Entered in th»
| at | onal HegFI ster

ederal Agency:

d| appeal

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent
CZI good
CD fair

|| deteriorated
d] ruins
CD unexposed

® yes

Status
Accessible

Check ona
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

I | alterations/integrity
« dates

I I boundary selection
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet
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