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1. Name of Property

historic name Denver & Rio Grande Railroad South Fork Water Tank

other names/site number 5RN352

2. Location

street & number _US Highway 160 [N/A] not for publication
city or town _South Fork [N/A] vicinity
state _Colorado code CO county Rio Grande code 105 zip code _81154

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

([
State Historic Preservation Officer / 4).690
ignature o ITying otficial/ fite ate

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Colorado Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/ Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiopal Park Service Certification 7{‘ »

. anm ~— oy f
| hereby cgrtify that the property is: igngt f the Kegper W / Date 6f Action
/\ [ entered in the National Register / [ / 5/ 0 Z_
: [ 1 See continuation sheet. - - N

[ ]1determined eligible for the
National Register
] See continuation sheet.
[ 1determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ ] removed from the
National Register
[ 1other, explain .
[ ] See continuation sheet.




Denver & Rio Grande Railroad South Fork Water Tank Rio Grande County, Colorado

Name of Property

County/State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

[X] private [ ] building(s)

[X] public-local [ ]1district

[ ] public-State [ ]site

[X] structure
[ 1 object

[ ] public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing.

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Railroads in Colorado, 1858-1948

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not count previously listed resources.)
Contributing Noncontributing

0 0 buildings
0 0 sites
1 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National
Register.

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function

(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Rail-related Not in use
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

No style

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Wood

roof Shingles

other Metal

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The 1881 Denver & Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) South Fork Water Tank sits on the north
side of the railroad tracks running through South Fork, Colorado, at an elevation of 8,188 feet.
The rail line originates in Alamosa on the east and runs west to its termination in Creede.
After reaching Creede in 1891, the D&RG referred to this rail route as the Creede Branch.
The branch was originally of narrow gauge (3 ft. width) but was fully converted to standard
gauge (4 ft. 872 in.) by 1902. The tracks remain in place though rail service west of South
Fork ended in 1976.

The tank structure consists of a circular 50,000-gallon redwood and cedar tank supported by
eight pairs of wood posts arranged in a square plan. The tank is held together by one-inch
round metal stays or hoops joined by turnbuckles. The stays were originally spaced in
gradually increasing distances from the bottom to the top of the tank. Shifting over time has
resulted in the uneven spacing of the stays. The tank roof is covered by an overhanging
octagonal hipped roof. The roof peak supports a ball and pedestal finial.

The support posts rise from exposed concrete footings set in square plan base. Each post
pair is strengthened by cross braces. The posts support a circular plan tank base made up of
a grid of intersecting joists. A square wood enclosure directly beneath the center of the tank
contains the water intake pipe. The box is designed to prevent the intake pipe from freezing
and is known as a frost box.

The support frame for the water spout remains on the tank’s track side, as does the water
level gauge. A wood ladder rises along the east side of the tower, terminating above the eave.

The body of the tank is painted yellow and the support posts and other wood elements are
painted dark brown.

The water spout is the only significant loss of original materials and design. The tower has
been repainted numerous times. The tank was recently reroofed with wood shingles closely
matching the original cut wood shingles.

The setting has changed with the loss of the associated railroad buildings and structures.
Originally the site contained a station, section house and storage sheds. A parallel siding
served a livestock loading pin, a warehouse and a vegetable shed. All these structures have
been moved or demolished. A siding to the south serviced a succession of lumber mills,
including the Galbreath Tie and Timber Company and the Chicago Mill & Lumber Co. A
lumber mill remains on the site.

Though changes occurred to the general setting, the water tank continues to stand next to the
tracks in its place of operation. The South Fork Water Tank remains capable of conveying
both its engineering and historical significance in association with local railroad transportation.



OMB No. 1024-0018

NPS Form 10-900a
(Rev. 8/86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

South Fork Water Tank

Rio Grande County, Colorado

Railroads in Colorado

1858-1948, MPDF

Page 2

Section number 7

R T P
BN Z e N T e
¥00% SO~—===4008 40
NYToS JIVH NVId SIVH

et 0. i . =
. DU .\.\“mh& P
. A\\ ..\\um-\a\: R . “dasys Ay 1
WILSAS ¥0074 aveidicds | qoys oqut
N . wad g0 aprepr
wusﬁmc Wq\.wxv:. v o ok sisiis i {1 09409 %6 NYTd NOILYANNOS
¥NYL NOTIV9 00008 R T et e ki I e : 7 . 5T 5
ovronvis ﬂk: oy - | e 2 e [d..l.w.. o _
03 Y u- ’ Q% ) ~ N |
DYV uIYTYO ). o L bR merpref ® . Y, PRV N :
T 70 TN Pajeell 9q wj Jo0)) - .w:« L ‘.\_\\ln it . B Jl " - ) & ~ 13 “ H
Sghe P fOOL U 4y UIRIAE SIRUAT I CAJON S _ MAL 3 :\_ n N D ~ r's. MNRER-D | L |
. : i 7 243k Mv TN - 10 en T o
NOILD3IS-SS0Y) KO8 LSOS - ) SRR - k \ : A2 _ -l FETT o
ces 5 sownjo Yoy, 2152 /N@n w _HJ SRS | R i Jm,n &£y _
238 a7 T 2 .nx i R % F S npeny g FERS
o - Te s : N0 roggsoy d HEY LI pis - I 1 i
w%m_ -“ P Etsta sadod NF e 12 2] v.\ =fim=——t woped 93:% E b, ~.M.M.nnﬂw“.nxuu%s:® '
383 o - 4 Rl 94543400 /
siv g dtabys a0 /, N 4 F 7 uf poin oaia fy
523 ﬁ.: Sa558UX2144 OMY % ) Y ‘310N NIVEL 0L 1INV Nty
i RO _ \ [] Y. 3 NO NOWDIS SvH NOLLYATIZ 11
333 L. A o BTN N v \J.T g
WWW . &nuﬂwn&“ JM..M B // * _ Sy f pandrd
s \ ] AHonoN.aprsurdyy . - - dwns pve pd 13 s
Y xR g oup 55 .:. T &5 55 & sou duny. ) s g
s 3 Lt 2040 5009 9 weywod & yamey
e g HWYL_ 0L TTTIVYVS NOLLYATIT i
r ==
I NOL P ™ d m ks !Q\u\ﬂ“s ..M_ A asnag dbo g0 s
1o sesen S orsdy NN bl end I o aydapAmndonid
. mi!.mﬂn ;...h.//z F o:a xﬂ {8 |y vy g Snsaiw
NouE i - A P IR L et i5og din,
wIsELy et //uuﬂ ! N H 4 - ”
Y ¢ o J01404U1 YOq §50.4- hwo spuq

_hth o Ew\\.

VS gk

_ BPC? om 4
\\-E 8409001

i - LI BEAZY

/

\ Fr w7 ~\{

! 13 RY By o g
BEEI OK 4430 WD ¢

01w 35 0 oy mgon]

s oy qwap N\r
” »ic.chw?
w

(srowsp ars) “240ddns

wbus 200y ,9--..

woges puo T
SHPPIY SIS a4 JHVEMO) |
pocd oy &4 2.0 Jappy WS-

00 PuB apxprows Jeos vt 3

VIS 018 B ‘SVOINP
-403 (30 43 & PajO0Y
wqhow sswy) Buemelsp sy
4q pariy sov 23w syoyvow
PO SI2pPq PG 8
PV SO SIS ; 10N

V0,092 7 ¥ 091
\ ety qn) poOMpIY. .~ |

[ S A AR . Al A

>

I R T T

won |
g ‘

-
Sy

ln.\v -

‘2420ddng vos
Hbvo !!.a.. 42
A\Y
‘mMaA u-es ot
Pdilwo 23 J02 jo tum\

r.
S?&w%«.lﬁg o o2
irnlant X 22 L0Y

yue] Jajep Y404 Y3nog 3y} Joj pasn ueid 03 tejiung
jue] 19jeM\ UojieD 000°0S 10} Uejd piepuels "0 ¥y MOURA



OMB No. 1024-0018

South Fork Water Tank
Rio Grande County, Colorado

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad
Railroads in Colorado, 1858-1948, MPDF

Places

ic

tor

IS

Page 3

United States Department of the Interior

NPS Form 10-900a

(Rev. 8/86)

National Park Service
National Register of H
Continuation Sheet
Section number 7

.S 24T | CLw-il Avy |

e .‘\..Q 7y L
T #907Hht s 3o
. 4 QQ\NUNW
(2 oese s j‘.h\SQQNIQ‘ ovy WOT,0/ VLD NVQQO..W le.U....\.TMU.NnI - 4 s e
F4¥id LNodS . X0k g 491406.01.. o~ e
\.?&u.nw ey 1, R 52§ M L) adoan
4 R A 4 F-E’ H -t i .Im_l.lf.n
~ 17 [ g % s TR A >
_. H Jm.u. 4109 4190 r \W\\Al\ IR
2 A0S A ey AL LT BRERisian
AFETE R | N dRiiNng Vi lmdip I
o> h e + - / » sy M N
T = i 18 <
- ..Ju 2oV AL 3° P
ST » N 'd L4 O
3 W
ooy pmrit’ ! | . INYYS SMOTTYS 4O NOILYAFIS
) +#1L | : s : = o8 *4109\ 0%, o121 J !
R - g 3 < . $ H d Y 144 .
1 X S 2 | ”. j ) &-. -«. T
T ik FIEE SIS
1 903¥z NIYHD WINYN 10aS PO/ 5 2 FTR
1 002w 2 - yaswr g ’ i m&w_. .
STTONY FAVIHS mhw\.iv oc Ob—p ™ T
W9,5401 50 60" cosae " g W@ " p Thox v
i se, N&\ sy YONINY LSOd #0043, 6ref Y 3 ._ “ rw..t.u. :
61,047 7. Nswwu..\. aee VoM, (Burony so W o — ' *H " , L
o (AT T w35 | B i oplile
=1 Tf_lr...bh L e — N 1 A pu oy At
= *.I. e vos 2 Li R vl S Sl (1 R E EE e
N P =) 3L v30avy P o aow ws f—1]
| ih et i FIOHNYH 00 NYHL D38 1708 -n . [
- T - 7004 &4 03 qoyor a e s v
.»1_.. lm\! ") S 20/ 5409 M i ey % o (4 P & I
. l“U..v 2 pue cyxopped yyms 3 Y Al H [ kY
J‘ = 3 ’
Ziﬁ; » tess,fr, ~\~ . A .ﬂ“ .' _..J" ..
YNVL 10 FGISNI WHO 1V 10 A T R
wy jo . Vo
P =" a2 0 ssae pagosesry g 1,9 - N
el WSS on D0 2 T reef: M
LK O g .00 f X .IL
ve i 4 Y
(= Lﬁ \ :
| g . n S...!N wBnuide - i N
Ty w de] tieyy vo [
N i
40 Spud 13440 J1eg s « 7
NvLI0 ¥300v7 S3AV3I UV 1VL3a. . e
ry Sapis vo
o018 vtao?G:. M,o. u:oac::no gre’
SRS R
R n:a.w M. N XLTON m~u
Eesuy nﬁs..,ul‘v v .H|.I.I|.§§8 22PPO1: - L2
bu14004 29quity o PR e 27 <o .Qp*
x\* t.“_t w.\__ho“ o : \ 51, 300 -
50 pYd 24198 o SN 150 poyp = y 2.“51.55 ‘
3 4198 %52, % M
MMMM“nom.Mn 80.¢ 40 Eo:oa ..\ ~ u!!<£§?u.b~ ; i:ﬂ.am._un
~sbuny pry- y 02001 v 1i0s" x R
et Sag. e+ SUap09 11 7

o ppe

292

yue] J3JeAp X404 YINos ayj 10} pasn uejd o} Jejiuig
jue] J3jep uojjed 000°0S 10) uejd piepuels ‘0d ¥y MOYRA



Denver & Rio Grande Railroad South Fork Water Tank Rio Grande County, Colorado

Name of Property

County/State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

g\nark “'x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
egister listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ 1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “*x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original iocation.

[ 1 C abirthplace or grave.

[ 1 D acemetery.

[ 1 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[ 1 F acommemorative property.

[X] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the praperty on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation

Engineering

Periods of Significance
1881-1956

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person(s)

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above).

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:

[X] State Historic Preservation Office
[ ] Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

[ ] Local Government

[ ] University

{ ] Other

Name of repository: .
Colorado Historical Society
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Durango. The water tank at South Fork allowed locomotives to take on water before starting
the trip back to Alamosa. The South Fork community was stable and populous enough to
receive a post office in 1876.

In 1883 the railroad pushed its line 14 miles west from South Fork to reach Wagon Wheel
Gap. The extension allowed the D&RG to bring health seekers from Alamosa and beyond to
enjoy the area's mineral spring. The branch operated only in the summer months and failed
to produce a profit. South Fork took an economic and population downturn as well in the

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad in 1889 early 1880s, marked by the

. ; ; loss of its post office in May
(showing stages of construction) of 1883.

All this changed in 1889
when Nicholas C. Creede
and George L. Smith
discovered silver north of
Wagon Wheel Gap near
Willow Creek. This initiated
the last of the big Colorado
silver booms. Several towns
sprang up to supply the
influx of miners including
Willow, Jimtown and
Stringtown. The Willow
—, LIS *333.?;"" . Creek site was incorporated
g MQ: . June 13, 1892, and named

b for Nicholas Creede. During
the summer of 1890, the
area's population grew by
over 300 people aday. Ina
90-day period over 500
shacks were erected and at
e its peak over 10,000 people
A o worked and lived in the
o\, gn¥

Creede area.

With the discovery of silver in Creede, the miners at Creede asked the managers of the
D&RG to extend the line to serve the new mines. The railroad’s directors were reluctant to
invest in what might be a quick boom to bust cycle. A group of company officers with
interests in the mines financed the rail line themselves with the understanding that the D&RG
would purchase the ten miles of track upon completion. The extension cost $75,000
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Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad
Fourth Division — Creede Branch
1923 Stations
g 7 § © % §0 é"’
o -’ .

s | 288|255 g2 Stations g 8
nz =0 ([E&E0| A2 | Name Type | <F| WE
B247 251.71 | 246.91 0.00 | Alamosa WT FC | 7,546
252.91 | 248.11 1.20 | Tie Treating Plant N
B254 258.35 | 253.55 6.64 | Willis N 7,586
B258 262.54 | 257.74 | 10.83 | Parma N 7,616

B261 266.14 | 264.34 | 14.43 | Zinzer N
B263'2 268.32 | 263.52 | 16.61 | Continental Oil Co. N
B264 269.01 | 264.21 17.30 | Monte Vista w FC | 7,665
B268 272.95 | 268.15 | 21.24 | Torres N 7,756
B271 275.44 | 270.64 | 23.73 | Haywood N
B272 276.42 | 271.62 | 24.71 | Freeman N
B274 279.02 | 274.22 | 27.31 | Middaugh N
B278 282.85 | 278.05 | 31.14 | Del Norte FC | 7,880
B284 288.89 | 284.09 | 37.18 | Hanna N
B287 291.95 | 287.15 | 40.24 | Granger N
B292 297.08 | 292.28 | 45.37 | San Luis Lumber Co. N
B293 298.20 | 293.40 | 46.49 | South Fork w N 8,188
B294 299.14 | 294.34 | 47.43 | Derrick N
B297 301.67 | 296.87 | 49.96 | Phillips N
B307 312.12 | 307.32 | 60.41 | Wagon Wheel Gap W N 8,449
B313 318.09 | 313.29 | 66.38 | Wasson N 8,603
B315 320.12 | 3156.32 | 68.41 | South Creede N 8,784
B316 320.70 | 315.90 | 68.99 | Creede w FC | 8,852
B317 321.81 | 317.01 70.10 | North Creede N 9,016
Station types: Agency types:
W Water F Freight
T Telegraph C Station with full stock of Local and Coupon Tickets

N Non-Agency

and the Rio Grande made its last payment to the original investors in March of 1892. By that
same year $1,000,000 worth of silver was being shipped out of Creede every week.

Business on the Creede Branch was brisk and the extension paid for itself in the first four
months of operation. At the peak of operations, there were fifty cars of incoming freight and
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upgrading its network from narrow to standard gauge. In 1902, the section from Del Norte to
Creede was converted and standard gauge trains traveled the entire route from Creede to
Denver.

Passenger service to Creede continued until 1932 when another depression caused the
railroad to retrench. Rail freight operations continued in and out of Creede until 1973. The
South Fork tank continued to fill steam locomotive tenders until diesel locomotives replaced
steam by 1956. Most of the railroad water tanks were demolished or were destroyed by
deterioration or vandalism in the years following their abandonment. The South Fork tank is a
rare surviving example of a once common structure in Colorado’s railroad landscape.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad. Official Roster No. 11 of the Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad System and the Rio Grande Southern Railroad Company, 1923.
Golden: Colorado Railroad Museum, 1998.

Fraser, Clayton B. Railroads in Colorado, 1858-1948, Muitiple Property Documentation Form,
August 1997. Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Colorado Historical
Society, Denver.

Hargraves, Ed. Rio Grande Depot — Creede, Colorado State Register of Historic Properties
Nomination, August 1, 1994. Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation,
Colorado Historical Society, Denver.

Photograph collection, Western History and Genealogy Department, Denver Public Library.
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Name of Property County/State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ Iess than one

UTM References o
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1. 13 356660 4170420 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 4.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[ 1 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundafhy Description

(Describe the boundanes of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namelftitie Terrance W. Whelan, Town Manager (Additional material by OAHP staff)

organization_Town of South Fork date_12-18-2001
street & number PO Box 360 telephone_719-873-9854
city or town_South Fork state CO zip code 81154

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name_see continuation sheet

street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code

Papervyork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for Iistinq or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewin? instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments re79ardm this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
w\gsstl]ci)r?étogh%r@IzggBkSSemce, .O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018),
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The water tank is located on a 30 foot by 40 foot rectangular tract of land leased from the
Denver and Rio Grande Railway Company and known as the water tank site abutting the
northerly right of way line of the railroad’s Creede Branch opposite Mile Post 298 plus 1,315
feet, South Fork, Colorado.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

This is the land historically associated with the water tank as it operated from 1881 to 1956.

PROPERTY OWNERS

Tank Structure Land

Town of South Fork Union Pacific Railroad Company

0100 Silver Thread Lane c/o Rod Peterson, Senior Manager — Real Estate
(PO Box 360) Real Estate Department

South Fork, CO 81154 1800 Farnam Street

Omaha, NE 68102
PHOTOGRAPH LOG
The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1-5:

Name of Property: Denver & Rio Grande Railroad South Fork Water Tank
Location: Rio Grande County, Colorado
Photographer: Terrance W. Whelan
Date of Photographs: December 18, 2001
Negatives: Town of South Fork

Photo No. Photographic Information
View to the northwest.

General site, view to the northwest.
Vew to the northwest.

View to the southeast.

General site, view to the east.

a b ON -
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Site Plan

Not to Scale
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USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS
South Fork West Quadrangle, Colorado

South Fork East Quadrangle, Colorado
7.5 Minute Serles 1967

7.5 Mlnute Series, 1967




