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Rehoboth 
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I H i s to r i c Name Briggs Tavern 
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Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy. I l l 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l CoTTrnn'ssion 

Date A p r i l 1976; revised 1981 

Use: Present 

Original 

residence 

residence/tavern 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1780 

Source 

Style 

arc h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l 

Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard  

Outbuildings 20th century garage 

Major alterations (with dates) 

side e l l added, 19th century; 

entrance surround altered 1930s (?) 

Moved no D̂ate 

Approx. acreage ^ 

Setting 40 feet from street at "T" 

intersection; open r u r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SK̂ NIFICLWCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the coinmunity.) 

Rehoboth's only known surviving commercial building of the Federal period and 
i t s most in t a c t and sophisticated example of a small number of well-developed 
center h a l l , double i n t e r n a l chimney plan houses i s the Briggs Tavern. The 
Tavern occupies a prominent location at the intersection of Anawan Street and 
Tremont Street, two early transportation routes, and i s notable for the preservation 
of i t s well-crafted i n t e r i o r and exterior d e t a i l s : splayed window l i n t e l s (rare 
i n Rehoboth), panelled chimney breasts, c h a i r r a i l s and cornice t r i m . In addition, 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

B u i l t i n a period when settlement was increasing i n t h i s area of northern Rehoboth 
and sited at a major intersection of two primary roads known as Stevens Corner, 
Briggs Tavern r e f l e c t s the development of the community i n the l a t e 18th through 
19th centuries. I n d i v i d u a l l y , i t meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register 
of Hi s t o r i c Places and w i t h additional docimentation may be shown to meet c r i t e r i a 
A and/or B. —^ — ' 

BIBLKDGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

lOM - 7/82 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C04^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

Rehobo th 

Form No: 

109 

Property Name: Briggs Tavern 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (Continued) 

the construction of i t s chimney bases i s unusual, composed of four wooden posts 
supporting a wooden cr i b superstructure; chimney bases i n Rehoboth are more 
commonly p a r a l l e l rectangular fieldstone piers or the ground surface. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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For HPS use only 
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• 3/ational Segleter 

^ t e r e d fw^ 
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(89 Carpenter St.) -^^leter 

16. Carpenter, Col. Thomas, I I I , 
House ^^^^^^^^ 

17. /Cushing, Caleb, Farm 
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,aea continuation sheet 
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3. Classif icat ion 
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IfffeM 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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dates 
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8. S ign i f i cance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 
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13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed ^ Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







2 Anawan Street 
Briggs Tavem (Form 109) 
Town of Rehoboth Property l'\ap 
scale 1"=200' 1978 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292 


