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CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good Q Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

g A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

f Check One) 

Moved K l Or ig i r« i l S i te 

o be moveg D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion dates from^c^_1750 according to the Historic 
American Buildings Survey. The house faces east on Elm Street, j u s t north 
of i t s intersection with Main Street. An early 19th century residence i s 
located adjacent to the Mansion property to the north, a shopping center to 
the south, and an i n d u s t r i a l complex to the west. 

The present exterior and most of the i n t e r i o r appearance of the house 
indicates that much work was done on the building during theFederal_period, 
although the Baldwin family has owned the property since 1661, and some 
sources mention some s t r u c t u r a l remains dating from the 17th century. 

This three-storied structure i s covered by i m i t a t i o n ashlar siding,, and 
has a hipped roof with monitor. The main facade, which faces east, i s f i v e 
bays wide; the sides are three bays deep. At each end of a l l four walls of 
the almost square building are giant Tuscan pi l a s t e r s on high pedestals. 
Simple block-shaped modillions, closely spaced, are set against the eaves. 
The entrance i s centered on the main facade. Narrow and elongated Doric 
p i l a s t e r s frame the entrance and support a pediment which i s broken by an 
e l l i p t i c a l l i g h t . This l i g h t extends the width of the door and i t s flanking 
s i d e l i g h t s . The elaborate d e t a i l i n g of the entrance, which contrasts with 
the bold s i m p l i c i t y of the rest of t h i s house suggests that the entrance 
i s a later addition. Above the entrance, on the second story, i s a Palladia!. 
window, also added aft e r the c. 1750 date given by HABS. 

The long toy?,-story e l l , with stepped second story, was attached to the 
center of the rear facade, c. 1820. I t has a low pitched roof whose eaves 
carry the same decoration as those on the main house. 

Although the building i s generally i n good condition, r e p a i r ^ such as 
painting both the i n t e r i o r and exterior,are necessary. No immediate 
restoration plans are i n e f f e c t because the Woburn H i s t o r i c a l Commission i s 
planning to remove the building to a location approximately 800 feet east 
of i t s present one. The new s i t e i s near the remains of the Middlesex 
Canal. This removal must take place p r i o r to September 21, 1971. 
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. SIGNIFtCANCE 

Of 

I -

HI 
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• Art 
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1 t E d u c a t i o n 

Eng inee r i ng 

[ I Irvdustry 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i f e r o t u r e 

[ g M i l i t a r y 
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IX] P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i -
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I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 
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i t o r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urbon Planning 

• Other (^>Kcltr) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion i n Woburn stands on property which was owned 
by the Baldwin family from 1661 to 1933. Col. Loammi Baldwin, an o f f i c e r 
during the Revolutionary War, builder of the Middlesex Canal, and discoverer 
of the Baldwin apple, was born and died i n the house. His son, Loammi 
Baldwia^^ Jr., considered the father of American c i v i l engineering, also livejd 
i n the Mansion. 

Col. Baldwin was the prime mover behind the Middlesex Canal, which was 
completed i n 1803. B u i l t e n t i r e l y under Baldwin's supervision, the Canal 
was one of the f i r s t links i n a system of inland waterways and the model for 
more ambitious projects such as the Erie Canal. Though Col. Baldwin had no 
formal t r a i n i n g i n engineering, he introduced i n America the use of hydraulijc 
cement as well as the wye lev e l and rod with magnetic needle. 

While surveying land i n Wilmington, Mass., Col. Baldwin found an apple 
tree which produced f r u i t of exceptional flavor and took suttings from i t 
which he grafted i n t o his own stocks at Woburn. Cuttings of t h i s new apple, 
which Col. Baldwin d i s t r i b u t e d , were widely cultivatedand the species became 
known as the Baldwin appl^. 

Loammi, Jr.,was one of three sons of Col. Baldwin who became prominent 
c i v i l engineers. He graduated from Harvard i n 1800 and established a law 
practice i n Cambridge; then, i n 1807, he went to England where he made a 
survey of various public works. Upon his return, he set up a c i v i l engineerl-
ing o f f i c e i n Charlestown. In 1814, Baldwin was placed i n charge of the conj-
struction of Fort Strong, which was intended to protect Boston Harbor from 
B r i t i s h warships, and i n 1819, he was appointed to complete the Boston M i l l 
Dam. In 1825, the Bunker H i l l Monument Commission was formed and Baldwin 
was named a member along with Daniel Webster, Gilbert Stuart, Washington 
Allston and George Ticknor. Baldwin did a l l the surveys and planning for th|e 
Charlestown Monument, which was completed i n 1842. 

Both Colonel Baldwin and his son were active i n p o l i t i c s as well as 
engineering. Col. Baldwin was appointed Sheriff of Middlesex County i n 1780, 
the f i r s t underthe new State Constitution. He represented Woburn i n the Gen­
er a l Court from 1778-1784 and i n 1794 was a candidate for Congress. Loammi, 
Jr., was a member of the Governor's Executive Council i n 1835 and i n the 
following year served as Presidential Elector. 

Col. Baldwin became a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Scienc|es 
i n 1782 and a member of the AAAS Council from 1785-1796 and again from 1798-
1807. 

The Baldwin Mansion i s one of the best examples of Federal architecture 
i n the l o c a l i t y . 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

t2 . STATE LIAtSON OFFICER CERTIF lCAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-655), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National JTl State • Local • 

Name 

Secratjary o f t h ^ t^ommonwealth, Chrm. 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Ti t le 

Date J u l y 27, 1971 

S T A T E 

Mass. 25 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

OCT 7 1971 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Mass . 
C O U N T Y 

Middlesgx 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. tOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

12 Elm St ree t 
Z) C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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H S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

(/) Mass. .25 Mi rid! e.sft-x- 017 
$. MAI> REFERENCE 

U.3.G.3. Wilmington, Mass. 
1;24,000 UJ 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude reference. 
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ENTRIE.S IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ?.g.csAc:-nLiai-;iTS 

0,te E„t«ea OCT V 1371 

Name Loca t i on 

Old Airican Meotingh'j^us^ 

Old Soiraaab PHI} 

^^16.MiXi iUiss&i) ^i&aaixsn 
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Boston 
euffoiH County 

KMdlasejs County 

tfobura ' 
iiiddXGSftx Cotmty 

Rockport v i e i a i t y 
Bseex county 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

fioa. Ltuls^ Day Kicks 
Ban. 'Toth'uxt H, :5ac?c-?.ild 

I ^ . i'lichasl J. hSLXxixx^isxi 

IjS-
Director, Northeiist Esgion 

State £i.Bi80a Of f l ip t f 
Kon, Cfohn P. X . C^̂ MMNMI 
S«cri?tary of tho r>:;isi3cawiiil'ifc 
CSiairsvxn, Mar«acbujB«tt9 Historical 

Cc-;t3?!,ir.sion 
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^//aii(tf/miet(.) . '/ftj/ci-ica/ %ctnmt'jSicn 

3 J<i/ .9?,'ert ^citci. J/an. 02/OS ' 

October 30, 1972 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Director of Registration 
Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, NW . , 
Washington, D.C. 20005 ; 

Dear Jerry, 

Re: Moval and demolition and changes to be made of , 
National Register properties i n Massachusetts 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion, Woburn, Middlesex County, has 
been moved with an OAHP grant to Alfred Street, Woburn. A map ' . 
indicating coordinates and new location i s enclosed. 

The Barnstable Old J a i l , Barnstable, Barnstable County, 
was moved with and OAHP grant to Route 6A,Barnstable (next east 
t o the Trayser Museum). A map indicating coordinates and new 
location i s enclosed. 

Foster's Block, 404-406 Main Street, Worcester, Worcester 
County, has been demolished. Your o f f i c e i s already aware that 
the Rotch Counting House, 123 Front Street, New Bedford, B r i s t o l 
County, has also been demolished. 

Enclosed,too, i s an additional photograph of the North Easton 
Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t , Easton, B r i s t o l County, which National Register 
form i s ••r. yuur emergency or "quick" processing f i l e . 

F i n a l l y , a representative of the owner of the F i r s t Universalist 
Church, Provincetown, Barnstable County, has n o t i f i e d us that the 
condition of t h i s building has changed from "good" to "fair'.' 

Sincerely yours, 

QvMĴ 't 
Anne Wardwell 
Survey Director 

AW/plw 

ends. 

1. 
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LOAMMI BALDWIN HOUSE (25-72-
00015-00). Woburn, Middlesex Co. Munici­
pal ownership. A fine example of Federal 
architecture that was the home of the builder 
of the Middlesex Canal and his son, a noted 
American civil engineer. Acquisition of a new 
site to permit relocation. $8,100.00. 
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{2. LOCATtON 
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2 Alfred Street 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Woburn 
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S T A T E 
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C O D E S T A T E 
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C O U N T Y : 
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OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
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• Si te Q St ruc tu re 

• Object 

• Public 
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• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In Process 

[ 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

I I Occup ied 

PCI U noccup ied 

K~l P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 
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I I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation 

K] Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

w i l l be museum after 

[4. OWNER OF PRQPgRTY 
restoration 

OWNER'S NAME; 

Woburn H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

STREET AND NUMBER: / ^ x V ' |^ ^ £ Q X - ^ * 

C i t y H a l l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Woburn OCT 8 P^"^ 
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|7. DESCRtPtlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Chec* One) 

Good F a i r Q De te r i o ra ted C ] Ru ins O Unexposed 

fChecJc One), 

A l t e r e d • Uno I tered 

( C h e c k One) 

K ] Moved • O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion dates from c.1750 according to the Historic American 
Buildings Survey. The mansion faces west on the Middlesex Canal, j u s t o f f ~ 
Alfred Street. The land surrounding i t i s f l a t and undeveloped and a woods i s 
Located behind the house. The Baldwin Mansion was moved 800 feet from i t s 
original location which faced east on the Middlesex Canal, near Elm Street. 
Behind i t was an i n d u s t r i a l complex and on i t s south side was a shopping centeif. 
rhe house was moved because i t was threatened with demolition. 

Phe present exterior and rauch of the i n t e r i o r appearance of the house indicates i 
:hat much work was done on the building during the Federal period. The B-stor^ 
structure i s covered with i m i t a t i o n ashlar siding and has a hip roof with 
:nonitor. The main facade, which faces west, i s f i v e bays>wide; the sides are 
3 bays deep. At each end of a l l four walls of the almost-square building are 
jia n t Tuscan pilasters on high pedestals. Simple block-shaped modillions, 
:losely spaced, are set against the eaves. The entrance i s centered on the 
'nain facade. Narrow and elongated Doric pilasters frame the entrance and suppo:|:t 
il pediment which i s broken by an e l l i p t i c a l l i g h t . The elaborate d e t a i l i n g of 
:he entrance, which contrasts with the bold s i m p l i c i t y of the rest of t h i s 
liouse, suggests that the entrance i s a later addition. Above the entrance, 
on the second story, i s a Palladian window, also added after the c.1750 date 
(jiven us by HABS. 

m 
m 

The low 2-story e l l , w i t h stepped second story, was attached to the center of 
•:he rear elevation c. 1820. I t has a low pitched roof whose eaves carry the 
same decoration as those on the main house. 
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( 3 M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 
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• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 
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• Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

( I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• 'Other f S p e c i / y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Loammi Baldwin Mansion i n Woburn was owned by the Baldwin family from 
1661 to 1933. Colonel Loammi Baldwin, an o f f i c e r during the Revolutionary 
War, builder of the Middlesex Canal, and discoverer of the Baldwin apple, was 
born and died i n the house. His son,Loammi Baldwin Jr., considered the fathet 
of American c i v i l engineering, also li v e d i n the mansion. 

Col. Baldwin was the prime mover behind the Middlesex Canal, which was comple: 
ed i n 1803. B u i l t e n t i r e l y under Baldwin's supervision, the Canal was one 
of the f i r s t links i n a system of inland waterways and the model for more 
ambitious projects such as the Erie Canal. Though Col. Baldwin had no formal 
train i n g i n engineering, he introduced i n America the use of hydraulic cemen 
as well as the wye level and rod with magnetic needle. 

'Jhile surveying land i n Wilmington,Mass., Col.Baldwin found an apple tree 
/i?hich produced f r u i t of exceptional flavor, and he took cuttings from i t whiclji 
le grafted into his own stocks at Woburn. Cuttings of t h i s new apple, which 
::ol.Baldwin d i s t r i b u t e d , were widely cultivated and the species became known 
as the Baldwin apple. 

Loammi Jr. was one of three sons of Col.Baldwin who became prominent ~̂'. -'-<-̂  
: i v i l engineers. He graduated from Harvard i n 1800 and established a practic^ 
Ln Cambridge; then, i n 1807, he went to England where he made a survey of 
various public works. Upon his return, he set up a c i v i l engineering o f f i c e 
Ln Charlestown. In 1814, Baldwin was placed i n charge of the construction 
of Fort Strong, which was intended to protect Boston Harbor from B r i t i s h war­
ships, and i n 1819, he was appointed to complete the Boston M i l l Dam. In 182!i, 
:he Bunker H i l l Monument Commission was formed and Baldwin was named a member 
along with Daniel Webster, Gilbert Stuart, Washington Allston, and George 
Ticknor. Baldwin did a l l the surveys and planning for the Charlestown Monu-
nent, which was completed i n 1842. 

Both Col.Baldwin and his son were active i n p o l i t i c s as well as engineering, 
-—<:oI.Baldwin was appointed Sheriff of Middlesex County i n 1780, the f i r s t undei 

•:he new State Constitution. He represented Woburn i n the General Court from 
.-778-1784 and i n 1794 was a candidate for Congress. Loammi Jr. was a member 
of the Governor's Executive Council i n 1835 and i n the following year served 
as Presidential Elector. 

Col.Baldwin became a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences i n  
782 and a member of the AAAS Council from 1785-17 96 and again from 1798-1807  
he Baldwin Mansion is nnp nf thp hpgl- pvamplpc; nf F,=.rî Qr-fi 1 ar'-'hi tecture i n t h ^ 
l o c a l i t y . 
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Title Chairman,Massachusetts Histo r i c a l 
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September 30, 1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets 
Washington D.C.20240 

096887 
CERTIFIED MAIL Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed are two National Register submissions for the following properties: 

1. Harwich, Harwich Historic D i s t r i c t , Barnstable County 
2. Woburn, The Loammi Baldwin Mansion, Middlesex County 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth- John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission and designated the State Liason Officer. 

The Loammi Baldv/in Mansion is a renomination, due to the structure's being 
moved. " —^ 

I f any other information i s necessary, please l e t us know. 

Elizabeth Amadon 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Paul W. Cronin 

Regional Director, North A t l a n t i c Region 
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State Historic Preservation Officer \ 
Hon. John F.X. Davoren • 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chairman, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l | 

Commission 
40 Beacon Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 ) 
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