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NS OV REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (1 appl i cabl e)

The Municipal Goup Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. | tissignificant for its associations
with Hyannis' early 19th century devel opment, for itslate 19th andearly 20th century
connections with the Hyannis Normal School, andfor it s20th century associations with town
government. | tis also important for the variety andquality of i ts architecture. Thus
the Municipal Goup Historic District meets criteria A B, andCof the National Register of
Hi storic Places.

AHTEURL. SGNACGNE  Describe Inportant architectural features ad evaluate In terns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

Located in the center of downtown Hyannis ona | arge parcel between Main andSouth Streets,

the Municipal Goup is nade up of buildings of varied history, date, constructionmaterials,
and style. They were united as the municipal group in the 1970s. Included are the library

(cI SO and Od Town Hall (1926) facing directly onto Main Street, the two remaining buildings
of the former Hyannis Normal School which are set back from Main Street on a |andscaped green,
and a barn facing South Street andseparated from the other buildings by alarge asphalt
parking lot. Theindividual buildings that make up the district are described below e

HYEL18- Ora Adans Hinckley Menorial (Hyannis Public) Library (cl800). This full, fivebay
Cape cottage i s typical of period dwellings. Shingle clad, i tretains itscentral chinmney
while it sentry has been hidden by an enclosed gabled porch. Wndows are set directly be- -
neath the cornice andcontain 6/6 sash. Alarge, nodern rear addition nowhouses nost
library functions, but does not interfere with the historic appearance of the library\from
Main Street.

HSITGRCGL SGNHCMNE Explain historical Inportance of area ad howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The earliest building inthe district isthe library of ¢l1800. 1In the early 19th century,
this former dwelling was owned by Otis Loring, the village postmaster, followed by Captain
Samuel Hallett who, with his heirs, resided there until 1908. At that time the house was

old to Janes Otis, who held the building intrust for the library. In 1901, the library

loved into the house. |t now bears the nane of i t sfirst full-time librarian, Ora Adans

“inckley who died in 1943. Two additions have been made to the library, the Eagleston wng
f 1939, andthe rear el | of 1974

another early wood-frame'building inthe district is the former Crowell/Guyer Barn, nowused
by the local OPNV Theearlier owner was Capt. Sidney Crowell, master of coastwise steaners
running as far south as Charleston and Savannah. Crowell often took his wife Arabella and
daughters, C eone and Sadie on his voyages. .

Substantially later, are the tw remaining buildings of the Hyannis Normal School nowused
for the Town Hall anddepartmental offices. Theidea for the Hyannis Normal School was pro-
nosed by Franklin Crocker in February of 1894, The State Board of Education awarded Hyannis
the contract for the school in Novenber of that year. Mny citizens of Hyannis participated
-in raising the funds needed to buyland andbuild the school. Theland (about 12 acres) was
purchased from the estates of Qaen and Syl vester Bearse. The newschool was opened on
January 12, 1896, andburned to the ground only tw weeks later. Undaunted, the residents
pul led together andconstructed another school onthe spot. This time i twas athree building
Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENES - QONI-
Crocker, Franklin. Hyannis Normal School History; A Scrapbook 1894-1899.
Murray, Mary Ware. Historical Study of the Growth and Devel opment of the Hyannis State
Teachers Col |l ege. Masters Thesis. 1944.
Harris, Charles. Hyannis Sea Captains. 1939.
Barnstabl e County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907. . ,
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Architectural Significance(cont)

contain 12/12 sash. Thefive evenly spaced second story w ndows have sinple surrounds

and contain 12/12 sash. Thenmmin cornice i s classically detailed with triglyphs, metopes
and nmutules andi s topped by a solid parapet. Thewi ngs are nore sinmply detailed with
plain soldier course lintels andcast stone keystones over their single w ndows, and a
dentilated cornice. The parapets of the wings contain panels bearing the date of the
town's incorporation (1639) to the left, andthe date of the building's constructioij (1926)
to the right. Slightly raised brick quoins articulate the corners of the wings.

Hi storical Significance(cont)

compl ex, consisting of the Normal School, the dormtory andthe Training School. The
Training School is nolonger standing. The school was opened in Septenber 1897. the first
class, which graduated in 1899, consisted of 32 students. The school was extrenmely suc-
cessful. At the St. Louis Exposition of 1904, the school was awarded a gold nedal for its
project "AWrking Child inaWrking School". In 1932, the school was extended to a"four
year program and renaned Hyannis State Teachers College. Duet o such factors as finanrce
and declining enrollment the college was closed in 1944, Fromthat time on, the buildings
were occupied by many different organizations. Since the 1970s they have been used by

the town.

The nost recent building inthe district, known as the "Od Town Hall", was built in 1926
when the town outgrew it sprevious quarters constructed i n \Wst Barnstable in 1899. | t s
s-onstruction reflects not only the town's incredible growh rate at that time, but also
:he ascendancy of the southern villages, especially Hyannis (the location of the former
;om building hadbeen chosen' by locating the town's geographic center). All of the town's
lajor functionswere housed in this building until 1979 when the former Normal School be-
:ae the town hall.

Landscape

The open space in front of the former Normal School buildings, nowknown as the Town
Gonmon, retains significant aspects of i t soriginal landscape, nost notably its oval
quadrasected path system Theearly 20th century photos found i n an Anniversary
Bookl et and other sources, clearly show the path systemas itcexists today. The space
is curiously barren however, planted with graasand low shrubs, but notrees except at
the entrance on Main Street.

Bi bliography

Barnstabl e County Registry of Deeds and Probate.

Trayser, Donald G Barnstable, Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939
Hyanni s Normal School Anniversary Booklet 1897-1922. 1922.

The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976 “B\D

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance (cont)

School Street- Crowel|l/Guyer Barn (cl865). This 1and 1/2 story wood-frame structure faces
gable endto the street. |t rests ona brick foundation andis enclosed by an asphalt
gable roof. 1t is sheathed with clapboards except in the gables which are shingled. Trim
consists of sinple cornerboards, fascia, anddoor andw ndow surrounds. Theonly decor-
ative features are brackets with incised flower designs at the corners beneath the eaves.
The three bayfacade is organized around a central entry with conventional overhead 'door
probably dating from the nmd 20th century.

HYE120- Hyannis Normal School (1897). Designed by the noted Boston firm of Hartwell,
Ri chardson andDriver, this finely crafted exanple of the Queen Anne style is constructed
of red brick laid upwith narrow tinted nmortar joints, andrises three stories from a gran-

ite foundation to a slate hip roof with dormers andchimeys. |t is trimmed with sandstone
including first story beltcourse, second story beltcourse, mmin cornice, entry surround
and third story windowsills. Its symretrical thirteen bay facade is organized around a

handsorme center entry with elaborate carved sandstone surround, double |eaf door andtran*
som Fl anking wi ndows are set in rectangular openings with splayed soldier course lintels;
a brownstone beltcourse fornms a continous sill. Second story fenestration is nore elab-
orate, consisting of triple round arched outer windows with brick keystones, five central
wi ndows with soldier course lintels andbrick keystones, andintermediary w ndows with
raised arched surrounds; a dentil course anddecorative brick panels are located beneath
the sills. Third story windows are set in rectangular surrounds andare headed by the
mai n cornice.

HYE120- Hyannis Normal School Dormitory (1897). This building is constructed of red brick
laid upwith narrow tinted mortar joints, andrises three stories froma high basement t o
slate hip roof with dormers, ventilators andchimeys. |t is trimmed with sandstone
ncluding watertable, second story window sills, andthird story beltcourse. ['ts symmetrical

Leven bay facade i s organized* around a center entry with double leaf glazed and panel ed
Dor, andunel aborated segmental surround. Theentry is flanked by paired 6/ 1w ndows
eaded by single seven pane segmental transonms. Other windows at the first story contain
/2 sash and are set in segmental surrounds with soldier course lintels, andkeystones.
The water table acts asthe sill for all first story windows. Second story wi ndows are
set in rectangular openings with soldier course lintels andkeystones. Both of-these
stories are unified byrustication of the brick and are separated from the third story by
a heavy nol ded beltcourse that fornms the sill for that story's windows. Third story win-
dows have sol dier course lintels.

HYEL19- Od Town Hall (1926). Thedd Town Hall is a fine exanple of the Neo-Federal
style, constructed of red brick laid upin Flemsh bond with wood andcast stone trim,

and cast stone as a basement. |t consists of a tw story, five baycentral block flanked
by onestory wings. Thesymmetrical main block is centered around an el aborate entry with
leaded fan and sidelights aswell as a delicate surround consisting of colonettes and
architrave. Theentry is further distinguished by a sem-circular porch whose Corinthian
colums carry a modillion cornice anda parapet decorated with the town seal. The entry
is flanked by two w ndows at each side that are headed by solid round arched fans and

- QONI-
Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance ffn one paraiyrap/jy

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity o > .
CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

« context

CH relationship of integrity to significance

CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary descnption and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on m attached sheet

zy

GPO 918-450



Barnstabl e, M MRA

FORMV A - AREA Area Letter Form numbers In this Area

HYE
PWSSACHUSENS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116
Town Barnstable (Hyannis)
Nane of Area (If any) Minicipal Goup

Historic District

Present UWse town hall, offices, library-

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black
i iKftilte) Indicate on back
of each photo street addresses Gneral Dote or Period ¢l 800, 1897, 1926
for buildings shown. Staple to
left side of form.

General Qondition good to excel |l ent

Acreage 825
Setch Mp. . Dawa general g of the
area Indicating properties wthinlt. Recorded by  Candace Jenkins
nber each property for which I ndividual

Inventory forng have eted.

streets Including route nuners. |f
any. Indicate north. ~ (Atach a separate Dat e 1986
sheet | f space here I's not sufficient).

Organi zation Barnstable Historical Gxm

see attached assessors' nap

The Minicipal Qoup Historic District includes 5 buildingsall currently
in municipal use, but varying i ndate, style and material. |t also includes
an inportant |andscape now used as t hetown green. Al'l elements withinthe
district areconsidered tobe contributing: 5 buildings and one | andscape.
The period of significanceis cl860-1926.

im FFERENE =~ A \Q hRZ-CISD | 9Un2z>
e iaiM3 O4n\uuisin
g mA72Jv. - {QUI (.30

USGS QUADRANGLE
SCALE [-.2777



MITOA. RGSTER (R TER A STAIBNENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Municipal Goup Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | tis significant for its associations
with Hyannis' early 19th century devel opment, for i tslate 19th andearly 20th century
connections with the Hyannis Normal School, andfor it s20th century associationswith town
government. | tis also important for the variety andquality of i t sarchitecture. Thus
the Municipal Group Historic District meets criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places.

AHTEIURL SGIHCGINE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmonity.

Located in the center of downtown Hyannis ona | arge parcel between Main and South Streets,
the Municipal Goup i s nade up of buildings of varied history, date, constructionmaterials,
and style. They were united as the municipal group in the 1970s. Included are the library
(c1800) anddd Town Hall (1926) facing directly onto Main Street, the two remaining buildings
of the former Hyannis Normal School which are set back from Main Street on a | andscaped green,
and a barn facing South Street andseparated from the other buildings by alarge asphalt
parking lot. Theindividual buildings that make upthe district are described bel ow

HYEL118- Ora Adans Hinckl ey Memorial (Hyannis Public) Library (cl800). This full, fivebay
Cape cottage i s typical of period dwellings. Shingle clad, i tretains itscentral chimey
while it sentry has been hidden by an enclosed gabled porch. Wndows are set directly be-
neath the cornice andcontain 6/6 sash. Alarge, nodern rear addition nowhouses nost
library functions, but does not interfere with the historic appearance of the library from
Main Street.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

The earliest building inthe district isthe library of ¢c/800. In the early 19th century,
this former dwelling was owned by Otis Loring, the village postmaster, followed by Captain e
Sanuel Hallett who, with his heirs, resided there until 1908. At that time the house was
sold to James Otis, who held the building intrust for the library. In 1901, the library
noved into the house. |t nowbears the nane of i t sfirst full-time librarian, Ora Adans
Hinckl ey who died i n 1943. Two additions have been nade to the library, the Eagleston wing
of 1939, andthe rear el | of 1974

Another early wood-frane building inthe district isthe former Crowell/Guyer Barn, nowused
by the local OPW Theearlier owner was Capt. Sidney Cro\?ell, master of coastwi se steaners
running as far south-ag Charleston and Savannah. Crowell often took his wife Arabella-and
daughters, Cleone and Sadie onhis voyages. o« N .

Substantially later, are the tw remaining buildings of the Hyannis Normal School nowused

for the Town Hall anddepartmental offices. Theidea for the Hyannis Normal School was pro-

posed by Franklin Crocker in FArruary of 1894, The State Board of Education awarded Hyannis

the contract for the school in Novenber of that year. Many citizens of Hyannis participated

in raising the funds needed to buyland andbuild the school. Theland (about 12 acres) was

purchased from the estates of Qaen and Syl vester Bearse. The newschool was opened on

January 12, 1896, andburned to the ground only two weeks later. Undaunted, the residents

pul led together andconstructed another school onthe spot. This time i twas athree building

Bl BLI OCGRAPHY and/ or REFERENES - QNIT-

Crocker, Franklin. Hyannis Normal School History: A Scrapbook 1894-1899.

Murray, Mary Ware. Historical Study of the Gowth andDevel opnent of the Hyannis State
Teachers College. Masters Thesis. 1944.

Harris Charles. Hyannis Sea Captains. 1939. ..

Barnstable County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907. . e . 8/85
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Architectural Significance (cont)

School Street- Crowell/CGuyer Barn (cl865). This 1 and1/2 story wood-frane structure faces
gable end to the street. It rests onahbrick foundation and is enclosed by an asphalt
gable roof. |t is sheathed with clapboards except in the.gables which are shingled. Trim
consists of sinple cornerboards, fascia, and door and w ndow surrounds. The only decor-
ative features are brackets with incised flower designs at the corners beneath the eaves.
The three bay facade i s organized around a central entry with conventional overhead door
probably dating fromthe md 20th century.

HYEL20- Hyannis Normal School (1897). Designed by the noted Boston firm of Hartwell,
Ri chardson and Driver, this finely crafted exanple of the Queen Anne style i s constructed
of red brick laid upwith narrowtinted nortar joints, and rises three stories froma gran-

ite foundation to aslate hip roof with dormers and chimmeys. |t is trinmed with sandstone
including first story beltcourse, second story beltcourse, main cornice, entry surround
and third story windowsills. [Its symetrical thirteen bay facade i s organized around a

handsone center entry with elaborate carved sandstone surround, double |eaf door and tran-
som  Flanking windows are set in rectangular openings with splayed soldier course lintels;
a brownstone beltcourse forns a continous sill. Second story fenestration is nore elab-
orate, consisting of triple round arched outer windows with brick keystones, five central
wi ndows with soldier course lintels and brick keystones, and internmediary w ndows with
raised arched surrounds; adentil course and decorative brick panels are located beneath
the sills. Third story windows are set in rectangular surrounds and are headed by the

mai n cornice.

HYEL20- Hyannis Normal School Dormitory (1897). This building is constructed of red brick
laid upwith narrowtinted nortar joints, and rises three stories from a high basenent to
a slate hip roof with dorners, ventilators and chimeys. |t is trinmed with sandstone
including watertable, second story windowsills, and third story beltcourse. [Its symetrical
el even bhay facade is organized around a center entry with double |eaf glazed and panel ed
door, and unel aborated segmental surround. Theentry is flanked by paired 6/1 w ndows
headed by single seven pane segnental transoms. Qher wi ndows at the first story contain
6/2 sash and are set in segmental surrounds with soldier course lintels, and keystones.
The water table acts asthe sill for all first story windows. Second story w ndows are
set inrectangular openings with soldier course lintels and keystones. Both of-these
stories are unified byrusticationof the brick and are separated fromthe third story by
a heavy nol ded beltcourse that forms the sill for that story's windows. Third story win-
dows have sol dier course lintels.

HYEL19- Od Town Hall (1926). Thedd Town Hall is a fine exanple of the Neo-Federal
style, constructed of red brick laid upin Flem sh bond with wood and cast stone trim,

and cast stone as a basenent. |t consists of atw story, five bay central block flanked
by one story wings. Thesymetrical main block is centered around an el aborate entry with
| eaded fan and sidelights aswell as a delicate surround consisting of colonettes and
architrave. Theentry is further distinguished by a sem-circular porch whose Corinthian
colums carry amodillion cornice and a parapet decorated with the town seal. The entry
is flanked by two w ndows at each side that are headed by solid round arched fans and

- QONI-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance(cont)

contain 12/12 sash. Thefive evenly spaced second story wi ndows have sinple surrounds

and contain 12/12 sash. Themain cornice isclassically detailed with triglyphs, netopes
and nutules andi s topped by a solid parapet. Thewi ngs are nore sinply detailed with
plain soldier course lintels andcast stone keystones over their single wi ndows, and a
dentilated cornice. The parapets of the wings contain panels bearing the date of the
town's incorporation (1639) to the left, andthe date of the building's construction (1926)
to the right. Slightly raised brick quoins articulate the corners of the wings.

Historical Significance(cont)

conmpl ex, consisting of the Normal School, the dormtory andthe Training School. The

Training School i s nolonger standing. The school was opened i n Septenber 1897. the first
class, which graduated in 1899, consisted of 32 students. The school was extremely suc-

cessful. At the St. Louis Exposition of 1904, the school was awarded a gold medal for its
project "AWrking Child in aWrking School". | n 1932, the school was extended to a four

year program andrenaned Hyannis State Teachers College. Dueto such factors as finance
and declining enrollment the college was closed in 1944, Fromthat time on, the buildings
were occupied by many different organizations. Since the 1970s they have been used by

the town.

The nost recent building inthe district, known asthe "Od Town Hall", was built in 1926
when the town outgrew it sprevious quarters constructed i n West Barnstable in 1899. I t s
construction reflects not only the town's incredible growth rate at that time, but also

the ascendancy of the southern villages, especially Hyannis (the location of the former
town building hadbeen chosen by locating the town's geographic center). All of the town's
major functionswere housed in this building until 1979 when the former Normal School be-
cane the town hall.

Landscape

The open space in front of the former Normal School buildings, nowknown as the Town
Cormon, retains significant aspects of i t soriginal |andscape, nobst notably i ts oval
quadrasected path system Theearly 20th century photos found in an Anniversary
Bookl et andother sources, clearly showthe path system as itcexists today. The space
is curiously barren however, planted with grass and |ow shrubs, but notrees except at
the entrance on Main Street.

Bi bli ography

Barnstabl e County Registry of Deeds and Probate.

Trayser, Donald G Barnstable, Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939
Hyanni s Normal School Anniversary Booklet 1897-1922. 1922.

The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title . ditB

13. Other

. Maps
d| Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.
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