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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house dates from just after World War I, and is an example of that 
era f s "period house", in this case modelled on medieval and Tudor forms. 
The house is 2^ stories, of wood frame construction, the exterior worked 
in half-timber and stucco, on a base, rising to the level of the first 
floor window sills, of brick.

The main facade features a large front gable, intersected by full-height 
open gables on each side. Each gable features molded vergeboards culminating 
in finials. On the south side, the second story overhangs a first-floor 
screened porch which extends beyond the upper floor and is topped with a deck 
at the SE corner. The screened openings of this porch have shallow pointed 
arches of Tudor influence. At the rear, the house is extended by means of 
overhanging second-story masses supported on large triangular brackets. 
There are two chimneys, both fairly tall, with corbelled caps and double flues,

Fenestration is irregular, but characterized for the most part by the 
use of multi-light casement windows that open out. Standard double hung 
sash windows are used on the front elevation.

The main entrance, to right of center in the front gable, is set beneath 
a small shed roof supported on triangular brackets, and within a wide wood 
frame of pilasters supporting a shallow Tudor arch.

The interior is characterized by very plain molded doorframes and exposed 
beams, all of oak, as is the flooring. The beams are carried on flat oak 
pilasters with narrow molded capitals. The main stairhall is open a full 
two floors, with shallowly-vaulted ceiling that repeats the broad,shallow 
arch above the second story landing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is locally significant as a well-kept example of early 20th century 
picturesque revival domestic architecture, the style represented here being 
an adaptation of the English medieval half-timber form. Porter Hall displays 
the more obvious elements of the style, including the half-timberwork, cambered 
"tie beam", overhanging second stories, "Tudor" arches, and multilight casement 
windows. Treatment of the interior is suggestive of Craftsman influences; 
noteworthy elements include the exposed posts and beams, windows in interior 
walls for increased ventilation, craftsman-style main staircase and built-in 
cupboards. The medieval theme is not fully carried through (for example, the 
use of double hung sash at the front, and the shallow, flat-roofed rear ad­ 
ditions) , but the overall intention to emulate a picturesque medieval form is 
clearly expressed.

The house achieved its present aspect under the ownership of Dr. Charles 
James. The present owner believes Dr. James began work on the house in 1917, 
but Sanborn fire insurance maps indicate major expansion of the main block 
as early as 1913, with further expansion to the rear by 1924. The present 
owner believes that the present form of the house derives from a major 
remodelling of a house built here in 1882 by George Neuse. To date, no 
illustrations of the earlier house have been found, and there is no clear 
physical evidence of an earlier house within the present structure. Con­ 
firmation of this theory would require detailed investigation of the premises.

The property holds local interest historically, in that Claude C. Porter 
lived at this address from 1906-1909 (thus the origin of the common name for 
the house). Porter (1872-1946) had an active political career at the state 
level, and in his later years achieves appointive posts in Washington. He was 
born in Centerville, and after schooling at Parsons College and law school 
in St. Louis, opened a legal practice in his home town, in 1893. Although 
a Demo crat in a heavily Republican district, Porter was elected in 1895 to the 
state House of Representatives, and he served two terms before being elected 
to the Iowa Senate (also for two terms, 1900-04). For 20 years (1906-26) 
Porter was a perennial candidate (governor, senator) for the Democrats.
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