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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A four Day, 2 story house with pedimented dormer windows in the gable roof and inside 
end chimneys. White Bush was built ca. 1790, the Federal period^ but some Georgian 
influence, particularly inside, is apparent. Windows are 9/6 double sash with pa-mled 
shutters on the ground floor and 6/6 with louvred shutters on the second. This is the 
old established shutter distri cation for early houses. Brick flat arches are over the 
windows. The house is built in Jp row common bond on a stone foundation. A one story 
Victorian entrance porch, now removed, extended across the front. It consisted of 
chamfered posts on pamled bases with small brackets. Tne transomed entrance door is 
of this period, k panel with the top 2 panels arched, 'i'ne original porch either had 
a deck or was two tiered as a door is in this bay on the second floor. The floor plan 
is central hall, two rooms on one side and one large room on the other. The large 
room has a heavy cornice with pierced fretband and the projecting chimney breast is 
paneled. The mantel has a paneled frieze of flutings and the pilasters are fluted. 
Window.reveals are paneled and the trim is shouldered (or has ears). A chair rail 
extends around the room. The old kitchen is on the west side of the house. 4 
passageway was between the kitchen and the main house which was open on the south 
side and closed on the north. Originally one story, the kitchen wing was rebuilt ca. 
.1900 as a full two stories with bay windows flanking a recessed two-tiered porch.

A smokehouse with a hip roof once stood in the corner of the yard.

Tne front facade of the U bay, 2 story central block portion of the house is constructed 
of Flemish bond and the sides, rear, and kitchen of 5 rom common b ond.

Tne 2 story kitchen has a gable roof that ends in a hip on the west end. The end bays 
of the front facade has 2 bay windows, one round or bowed with a decoratively corniced 
flat roof and the other the more usual 3 sided bay with a triangular pediment. In the 
recess of the bay windows is a 2 tiered porch with balustrade. Originally of 1 story, 
the kitchen wing was rebuilt to this appearance ca. 1900.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

White Bush Is significant because It is one of Berkeley County's oldest brick mansions 
built 1785-90. The Shearer family was known for their excellent carpentry work. An 1815 
desk made by JohnShearer, son of Archibald, sold for |i|0,000 in 1978.

A- smokehouse stood in the corner of the yard and is included as an historic archeology 
site. Tnis area is well-known for the rrany Indian artifacts that have been found, and
in the yeard of White Bush.

!fte Shearers came into Berkeley County by 17^0s. Tney acquired the whole bend in the river
at Falling Waters-around 1,200 areas. Archibald Shearer, Sr. died in 1800. A grist and 
saw mill had been established ca. 1785. i'ne interior wood work is some of the flnestFed- 
eral style in the State. Unfortunately, it has only been in the last few years that the 
craftsmanship of the Shearers has come to light and information is limited.

The architectural significance of the property Is enhanced by It being .a combination 
period building. The Federal architecture of the central block is a simple statement 
of classic design and the wing is a more exciting statement of the later, curvilinear 
designs of the Victorian period. This is the county's only representative of the com­ 
bination of these 2 separate styles, very well executed, in one building.
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