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[NAME
HIARC First Baptist Church, Cambridge

AND/OR COMMON

Same

[LOCATION
SRERMHR Magazins and River Streets

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Cambridge VANTY & Central Square Eighth Mass

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 25 Middl esex 017

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_ D ISTRICT —PUBUC AOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) K-PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT X_REUGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER

(OWNER OF PROPERTY
MNE First Baptist Church, Canbridge

STREETS. NUMBER

5 Magazi ne Street

CITY. TOWN STATE

Cambridge MANTYCF Central Square M assachusetts
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
S T Cambridge and Third Streets

CITY. TOWN STATE

Cambridge Massachusetts

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TIE Survey of Architectural History i nCanbridge; Historic
American Buildings Survey

DATE

LOC8.|, 1967, FABS, 1969 XFEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY X-LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR

RECR»  Canbridge Historical Commssion; Library of Congress
CITY. TOWN STATE

Cambridge, Mass.; Washington, P.O.



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XX-UNALTERED XX_ORIGINALSITE
XX_GOOD -RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAIR -UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set off by itself on atriangle of land at a major intersection, the First
Baptist Church i sthefocal point of Canmbridge's Central Square. Built of
brick i ntheGothic Revival style, thechurch was designed by t he prom nent
Boston firm of Hartwell and Richardson, and constructed i n1881.

Extensively surveyed by HABS i n 1968, t he church i si nnearly original con-
dition. The two-story L-shaped building faces north and i sconceived i n
,two PAMNJjM M The church proper, with itscentral entrance portico, vestibule,
‘and nortneast corner tower, runs north-south. Second floor balconies pro-

ject out 12'. The* southern part of thebuilding runs east-west, the west
end projecting out beyond t hewest wall of thechurch proper. This section
contains a parish hall, office, study, kitchen, and meeting roons ont he

first floor, with meeting roonms and access tothechurch balconies onthe
second floor. The two sections of thechurch are connected by a hall with
stairways. The interior retains itsfine woodwork, stained glass w ndows,
el aborate ventilator grates and some original gas fixtures. Original wall
and ceiling colors have not been changed.

Set on a foundation of grey granite blocks, thetwo-story church i s topped
by a grey slate ridge roof with bands of redslate. The exterior brick-
work i sbhasically comon bond but there are also wide and narrow bands of
basket weave, sawtooth and recessed brick on al | elevations. Terra cotta
decorations, i ntheform of |eaves and flowers, are found on drip molds
(above al | windows) and finials (which topeach gable and spire). But -
tresses of various heights encircle the building.

The Gothic gabled center entrance portico contains a double wooden door with

tracery above. | ti sreached by a straight flight of 12' long granite stairs.

To either side of thegable and on t he east and west sides of the portico
.lancet wi ndow. Above theportico i sa large rose window Othe

lortheasj corner of thefacade i sa 190' tower with bell and clocktopped by an

dctagnnal spire. [Thebell i slocated i na lancet opening i nthe upper

third of thetower, below theclock.] Three narrow |ancet w ndows are

paired on thefront of thetower above thefirst story single lancet w ndow.

At thenorthwest corner of thechurch, between theprojecting one-story nave

elevation and t hemain church facade, i sa small angular bay with two |ancet
wi ndows.
The nave, on both the east and west sides, has 5tall lancet wi ndows with

geometrical stained glass. Above these i sa band of 18 small clerestory
lights.

The ell, which runs east-west at the south end of themain structure, i s en-
circled with lancet wi ndows and has two entrance porticos, similar to the
main entrance, on i t snorth and south elevations. A small narrow spired
cupola projects fromtheroof apex near thewestern end of theell. Afew
copper ventilator wi ndows are found i nvarious places near theroof ridge

on both sections of the church.
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INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES - BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hartwel |l and Richardson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Baptist Church i ssignificant as a local landmark on a prom nent
urban site and as t he best exanple of a Gothic Revival church i nthe City
of Canbridge. The church was designed by Hartwel| and Richardson.

The building itself replaced two former Baptist churches on t he sane
property. The original First Baptist Meetinghouse was built i n 1817 but
burned i n 18 66. | t was replaced the sane year with a brick Gothic Revival
church designed by S S W odcock. Unfortunately, this church burnedi n
1881, but, as before, was replaced i nthe same year. Though of a similar
design and partially built on t he sane foundation, t he 1881 structure was
| arger than it sprecursor and i t swalls were especially constructed with
fire retardation i nmnd. The 19thcentury Baptist parish i n Canbridge
was a |arge one and both t he 1866 and 1881 churches seated 1,000 people.

Central Square has suffered considerable decline through the 20th century,
and has lost a good deal of its19thcentury fabric through demolition
and/or exterior defacement. \Wiile a fewnoteworthy buildingsremain in
the Square, they areirregularly spaced throughout. Set of f by itself

on a triangle of land at a major intersection, theFirst Baptist Church

is both a visual |andmark and a rem nder of higher architectural standards
and nore prosperous times.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Green Street onthenorth; Magazine Street ont he east;
Franklin Street onthesouth; andRiver Street onthewest.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE
Patricia Weslowski, Survey Director and Mndv Arbo, Canbridge Historical Goirnnission
ORGANIZATION DATE

[\ AAAATRAAASAS Historical Comm ssion February 13, 1975
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE

40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Boston M assachusetts

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
NATIONAL STATE LOCAL X
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.
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NAME
HSIORC FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CAMBRIDGE

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION . CENTRAL >
daTYTOMN CAMBRIDGE VICINITYOF SQUARE  county MIDDLESEX STATE MASS.

MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE  USGS QUADRANGLE "BOSTON SOUTH, MASS."

SCALE 1:24, 000 DATE 1970
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Date Entered

Nane
Qa Ship Street Uatorlo District

Fort Scw&l |

First Bajptist Church, Canbridg*

St, Stephen's Church

Fowle-neod uymn House

Sales Cross Inn

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M .Kennedy

|3on, Edward VJ, Drooke

Hon. Torbert H. racix>nal'l
Ifon, rJ.cha.ol J. Harrington
lion, Thamas P. 0*':cHI, Jr.
Hon. Joljn J. yoakley

Hon. lldward P. Qd&nd

Location

Moef or d
I'liddl oeex County

M ar blohaad
Essexc couaty

Cacalaridge
HiddXeoK Coxmty

Boston
Suf f oUc County

Arlington
M ddl esex County

Wes Broodifield vicinity
Vtorcestor County

State Historic Preservation Officer

2lrs. Elizabeth R. Analon
Executive Director

ftansachusetto HlistoricAl Cocasaisdon

40 Beacon Street

Boston, ilassachusetta 02108






ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: L(*'Vt 6©rmC- PAMNUMAjU

architec*nUjuild«T"|'t2te?TcrE6C y ~ /AN Fi M~

landscap™garden designer; artist/artisan:
interior decorator* K.,-u/
ouilder/contractor;

ETHNIC GRrRoOuUP:

NAMES;

personal
(label role
h
appropriate date)
events
institutional
DATES: DATE OF GONSTRUCTI QN (Specific date or 1/4 of century): (

DATHS) OF "MIAR ALTERATI ONS
H STCR CALLY S GN FI CANT DATE(S) :

SOURCE, (OFNOMNATIQON PR VATE (n~nAnn LCCAL QO/'T MN a PAL GANTY
ACREAGE ."(to nearest tenth of anacre) if

1Ny

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here)
WAVCIAANW (AM(KUA  A[AAA (KA MES)' 0N
MIHGRO (VEPSMST> W i . IA'D BUNTPYI® WITH fomiS>

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximu:n two sentences) aOPInOKiaU bUIDMNJAAXSN | OiW~™r2M~MUSAHNANA

A RIEANEL MTE®ES> 'SMAMAN  UAEr W



