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[NAME 
HISTORIC F i r s t B a p t i s t Church, Cambridge 

AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

[LOCATION 
STREETS.NUMBER Magazins and River S t ree t s 

_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Cambridge 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF Cen t r a l Square E igh th Mass 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

25 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 
CODE 

017 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_ D I STRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBUC 
K-PRIVATE 
—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

— I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

^ O C C U P I E D 

—UNOCCUPIED 

— W O R K IN P R O G R E S S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
X - Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT X _ R E U G I O U S 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER 

(OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME F i r s t Baptist Church, Cambridge 
STREETS. NUMBER 

5 Magazine Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cambridge 
STATE 

viciNiTYOF Cen t r a l Square Massachusetts 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Cambridge and Third Streets 
CITY. TOWN 

Cambridge 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

Q REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Survey of Ar c h i t e c t u r a l History i n Cambridge; Hist o r i c 

American Buildings Survey 
DATE 

Local, 1967; HABS, 1969 X F E D E R A L —STATE —COUNTY X - L O C A L 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission; Library of Congress 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Cambridge, Mass.; Washington, P.O. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

XX_GOOD 
—FAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XX-UNALTERED 

ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XX_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Set o f f by i t s e l f on a t r i a n g l e of land at a major i n t e r s e c t i o n , the F i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church i s the f o c a l p o i n t of Cambridge's Central Square. B u i l t of 
b r i c k i n the Gothic Revival s t y l e , the church was designed by the prominent 
Boston f i r m of H a r t w e l l and Richardson, and constructed i n 18 81. 

Extensively surveyed by HABS i n 1968, the church i s i n near l y o r i g i n a l con­
d i t i o n . The two-story L-shaped b u i l d i n g faces n o r t h and i s conceived i n 
,two PA^iJj^tj^ The church proper, w i t h i t s c e n t r a l entrance p o r t i c o , v e s t i b u l e , 
'and nortneast corner tower, runs north-south. Second f l o o r balconies pro­
j e c t out 12'. The* southern p a r t of the b u i l d i n g runs east-west, the west 
end p r o j e c t i n g out beyond the west w a l l of the church proper. This section 
contains a p a r i s h h a l l , o f f i c e , study, k i t c h e n , and meeting rooms on the 
f i r s t f l o o r , w i t h meeting rooms and access t o the church balconies on the 
second f l o o r . The two sections of the church are connected by a h a l l w i t h 
stairways. The i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s i t s f i n e woodwork, stained glass windows, 
elaborate v e n t i l a t o r grates and some o r i g i n a l gas f i x t u r e s . O r i g i n a l w a l l 
and c e i l i n g c o l o r s have not been changed. 

Set on a foundation of grey g r a n i t e blocks, the two-story church i s topped 
by a grey s l a t e r i d g e r o o f w i t h bands of red s l a t e . The e x t e r i o r b r i c k ­
work i s b a s i c a l l y common bond but there are also wide and narrow bands of 
basketweave, sawtooth and recessed b r i c k on a l l e l e v a t i o n s . Terra c o t t a 
decorations, i n the form of leaves and f l o w e r s , are found on d r i p molds 
(above a l l windows) and f i n i a l s (which top each gable and s p i r e ) . But­
tresses of various heights e n c i r c l e the b u i l d i n g . 

The Gothic gabled center entrance p o r t i c o contains a double wooden door w i t h 
t r a c e r y above. I t i s reached by a s t r a i g h t f l i g h t of 12' long g r a n i t e s t a i r s . 
To e i t h e r side of the gable and on the east and west sides of the p o r t i c o 

.lancet window. Above the p o r t i c o i s a larg e rose window. On the 
l o r t h e a s j corner of the facade i s a 190' tower with b e l l and clock topped by an 
dctagnnal s p i r e . [The b e l l i s located i n a lanc e t opening i n the upper 
t h i r d of the tower, below the c l o c k . ] Three narrow lancet windows are 
paired on the f r o n t of the tower above the f i r s t s t o r y s i n g l e lancet window. 
At the northwest corner of the church, between the p r o j e c t i n g one-story nave 
e l e v a t i o n and the main church facade, i s a small angular bay w i t h two lancet 
windows. 

The nave, on both the east and west sides, has 5 t a l l lancet windows w i t h 
geometrical stained glass. Above these i s a band of 18 small c l e r e s t o r y 
l i g h t s . 

The e l l , which runs east-west at the south end of the main s t r u c t u r e , i s en­
c i r c l e d w i t h lancet windows and has two entrance p o r t i c o s , s i m i l a r t o the 
main entrance, on i t s n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s . A small narrow spired 
cupola p r o j e c t s from the roof apex near the western end of the e l l . A few 
copper v e n t i l a t o r windows are found i n various places near the r o o f r i d g e 
on both sections of the church. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

XX-1800-1899 

—1900-
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
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—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY t 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 
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-OTHER (SPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES - BUILDER/ARCHITECT H a r t w e l l and Richardson 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The F i r s t B a p t i s t Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a l o c a l landmark on a prominent 
urban s i t e and as the best example of a Gothic Revival church i n the C i t y 
of Cambridge. The church was designed by Hartwell and Richardson. 

The b u i l d i n g i t s e l f replaced two former B a p t i s t churches on the same 
property. The o r i g i n a l F i r s t B a p t i s t Meetinghouse was b u i l t i n 1817 but 
burned i n 18 66. I t was replaced the same year w i t h a b r i c k Gothic Revival 
church designed by S. S. Woodcock. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s church burned i n 
1881, but, as before, was replaced i n the same year. Though of a s i m i l a r 
design and p a r t i a l l y b u i l t on the same found a t i o n , the 1881 s t r u c t u r e was 
l a r g e r than i t s precursor and i t s w a l l s were e s p e c i a l l y constructed w i t h 
f i r e r e t a r d a t i o n i n mind. The 19th century B a p t i s t p a r i s h i n Cambridge 
was a large one and both the 1866 and 1881 churches seated 1,000 people. 

Central Square has s u f f e r e d considerable decline through the 2 0th century, 
and has l o s t a good deal of i t s 19th century f a b r i c through d e m o l i t i o n 
and/or e x t e r i o r defacement. While a few noteworthy b u i l d i n g s remain i n 
the Square, they are i r r e g u l a r l y spaced throughout. Set o f f by i t s e l f 
on a t r i a n g l e of land at a major i n t e r s e c t i o n , the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church 
i s both a v i s u a l landmark and a reminder of higher a r c h i t e c t u r a l standards 
and more prosperous times. 

u ;•)•'•• 
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DGEOGRAPHICALDATA . O^CP 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Green Street on the n o r t h ; Magazine Street on the east; 
F r a n k l i n Street on the south; and River Street on the west. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Patricia Weslowski, Survey Director aind Mindv Arbo, Cambridge Historical Coirnnission 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M̂^̂^̂,,̂^̂,̂-̂  H i s t o r i c a l Commission February 13 , 1975 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

S t r e e t ( 617 ) 727-8470 40 Beacon 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachuse t t s 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;  

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL X 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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NAME 
HISTORIC FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CAMBRIDGE 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION . CENTRAL > 
ciTY.TOwN CAMBRIDGE VICINITYOF SQUARE COUNTY MIDDLESEX STATE MASS. 

MAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE USGS QUADRANGLE "BOSTON SOUTH, MASS. " 

SCALE 1 : 2 4 , 000 DATE 1970 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAI. REGISTER 

STATE I'SASSACIIUSEaTS 
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lliddloeex County 

I 
I 
.s 

u 
Q 
O 
U 

in 

in 

4J 

O 
s 

Fort Scw&ll 

First Bajptist Church, Canbridg* 

St, Stephen's Church 

Fowle-neod uymn House 

Salesi Cross Inn 

Marblohaad 
Eseesc couaty 

Cacalaridge 
HiddXesoK Coxmty 

Boston 
SuffoUc County 

Arlington 
Middlesex County 

West BrooJifield vicinity 
Vtorcestor County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M .Kennedy 
l3on, Edward VJ, Drooke 
Hon. Torbert H. racix>nal'l 
Ifon, rJ.cha.ol J . Harrington 
lion, Thomas P. 0*':cHl, J r . 
Hon. Joljn J . yoakley 
Hon. lldward P. Qol&nd 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
21rs. Elizabeth R. AnaJon 
Executive Director 
ftansachusetto HlstoricAl Cocasaisslon 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, ilassachusetta 02108 
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D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ( 
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