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Town Haverhill OOf
Addres 5-9 Pentucket Street (rear
Historic Nare Fmpre;nT-i Hnii'AP

Use: Present two-family residential

Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Dae ca 1730

documentary research;
Source stvlistic analysis

Style Transitional First Period
Architect unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards
Outbuildings none

Magor Alterations {with dates) @ TWO-Stor®
porch shown in 1898 photograph, now
removed

Condition sood
Moal Yes Date  1857-1859
Aceage less than one acre

Setting Residential street of closely
spaced wood frame dwellings built
primarily in the 2nd half of the
19th century - behind small parking |ot
Recorded by Anne Grady

Organization Boston University

Date June 19 86
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MASSAai LEETF S H STCR CAL QOMtt SS ON HAVERHILL
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Emerson House

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Enerson House retains integrity of design, materials, and
wor kmanship in itstransitional late First Period frame ana _
contemporary Second Period fireplace wall finish under criterion C
Clear- evidence that sone framng nmenbers were originally boxed while
others were exposed and chamfered is characteristic of transitional
houses. The ship's knee brace is an unusual feature, and its
appearance in early Massachusetts houses is worthy of further study.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Emerson House is a 2 12 story, 5 bay wide, one room deep_ "
clapboarded structure with fairly steep roof pitch. The origmai late
First Period single room plan house is the right hand portion of the
present building. A two story lean-to spans the left part of the rear
of the house. Built probably in the early 18th century, the house was
noved tc this site from itsoriginal one between 1857 and 1859. An?
1898 phot ograph shows a two story porch on the front en.ry which has
since been removed. The house was exam ned while m a particlly-gut .ea
state in 1982 by Abbott Lowell Cumm ngs, whose observations are
-incorporated into the following description.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The right hand rooms on both floors, 20 feet square, exhibit a
combination of original First Period and AAAATAPAMMAAG f
features, indicating a late transitional house. In
right hand room the 11 x 12 inch longitudinal sumrer beam h*s a. | at
chamfer and l|amb's tongue stops. The joists, spaced c. "0 12 AMAAAAAE
oScente?, are also chSnfered. The fireplace wall has a chimey breast
w?tr broad raised field panel over a now filled in fireplace opening
wide X 4'3" high. There is also a crown moulding and a chimne/
girt casing of whicfthe soffit portion was installed at the sane time
Ss the chimey breast. (A.L.C. renoved the later fasciaportion o .he
TasZg "“nd found an absolutely clean chimey girt which had never ?ﬁgp
exposSd. |t was crudely finished and without chanmber indicating
t SnSove described trim was Hhe original finish of the fireplace
wall.) The right hand room also has a ship's knee brace_inserted M

the front outer corner between the corner post and end girt as a
strengthening device.

In the lobby, one of the chimey posts has a slot cut into i tto

—«i ve a door boit. A L. C saw evidence of a chanfer on the outer side
of the chimev post. He felt this mght have been an exterior =-amer,
exposed beyond the clapboards which would have abutted the post. (The
chanfer he-Ips confirm that the porch shown in the 1898 photograph,
which AC did not think was deep enough to have been an early porch,

was added later.)
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In the right hand chamber the summer tie beam and the corner post are
finished with a flat chamfer, but again, the chimey girt is
unchamfered and clean from having al ways been boxed. Cumm ngs felt
that the corner post had not been exposed for long. Unfinished joists,

(which also had never been exposed,) are spaced c. 24 inches on
center.

In the attic, bridle jointed principal rafters and three purlins per
side are visible. There i s no evidence of collar beanms. Changes i n
the roof boarding indicate almost certainly where the central chimey
previously emerged. The rafters over the left hand part of the house
are of pine while those over the original part are oak.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The left hand roons exhibit Federal trim, including a ceiling inthe

chanmber coved at the front and rear of the house. There are remnants
of interesting c. 1840 wall paper i nthe house. The staircase trimis
Federal i nstyle, and probably dates from the construction of the |left
hand side of the house.

. H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Al t hough there vjas a house on the original site on the corner of Wnter
and Pecker Streets as early as 1595, stylistic analysis indicates that
the present structure was built sometime after the Pecker family
acquired title toall the land between 1720-1730and before they sold
it to John Cogswell i n August 1754. Nehem ah Emerson, who bought the
land i n 1787, nmost likely built the left side of the house. His
daughters acquired the house i n 1832, and by 1859 mention in their
wills of a new house on the oldsite indicates that the original house
had been noved to its present location by then.

REFERENCES
Deed Research Notes by Ann F. Armstrong

Article 1 nHaverhill Gazette, Sat., July 24, 1982.
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