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Town 
H a v e r h i l l Oof 

Address 5-9 Pentucket S t r e e t ( r e a r 

Historic Name Fmprc ;nT- i H n i i ' ^ P 

Use: Present two-family res iden t ia l 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 17 30 
documentary r e s e a r c h ; 

Source s t v l i s t i c a n a l y s i s 

Style T r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t P e r i o d 

Archi tec t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations {with dates) TWO-Stor^ 
p o r c h shown i n 1898 p h o t o g r a p h , now 
removed 

Condition sood 

Moved Yes Date 1857-1859 

Acreage less than one acre 

Sett ing R e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t of c l o s e l y  

spaced wood f r ame d w e l l i n g s b u i l t 

p r i m a r i l y i n the 2nd h a l f o f the 

19th c e n t u r y - behind small parking l o t 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Bos ton U n i v e r s i t y 

Date June 19 86 
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Property Name: Emerson House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Emerson House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship i n i t s t r a n s i t i o n a l l a t e F i r s t Period frame ana _ 
contemporary Second Period f i r e p l a c e w a l l f i n i s h under c r i t e r i o n C. 
Clear- evidence th a t some framing members were o r i g i n a l l y boxed while 
others were exposed and chamfered i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t r a n s i t i o n a l 
houses. The ship's knee brace i s an unusual f e a t u r e , and i t s 
appearance i n e a r l y Massachusetts houses i s worthy of f u r t h e r study. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Emerson House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y , 5 bay wide, one room deep_ ^ 
clapboarded s t r u c t u r e w i t h f a i r l y steep roof p i t c h . The o r i g m a i l a t e 
F i r s t Period s i n g l e room plan house i s the r i g h t hand p o r t i o n of the 
present b u i l d i n g . A two s t o r y lean-to spans the l e f t p a rt of the rear 
of the house. B u i l t probably i n the e a r l y 18th century, the house was 
moved t c t h i s s i t e from i t s o r i g i n a l one between 1857 and 1859. An^ 
1898 photograph shows a two s t o r y porch on the f r o n t en.ry which has 
since been removed. The house was examined wh i l e m a par t ic.1 l y - g u t .ea 
s t a t e i n 1982 by Abbott Lowell Cummings, whose observations are 

- incorporated i n t o the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The r i g h t hand rooms on both f l o o r s , 20 feet square, e x h i b i t a 
combination of o r i g i n a l F i r s t Period and ^^^^^-'^P^^^^, f 
fe a t u r e s , i n d i c a t i n g a l a t e t r a n s i t i o n a l house. I n 
r i g h t hand room, the 11 x 12 inch l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam h^s a . l a t 
chamfer and lamb's tongue stops. The j o i s t s , spaced c. ^0 1/2 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f . 
oScente?, are also chSmfered. The f i r e p l a c e w a l l has a chimney breast 
w ? t r broad r a i s e d f i e l d panel over a now f i l l e d i n f i r e p l a c e opening 

wide X 4'3" high. There i s also a crown moulding and a chim.ne/ 
g i r t casing of w h i c f t h e s o f f i t p o r t i o n was i n s t a l l e d at the same time 
Ss the chimney breast. (A.L.C. removed the l a t e r f a s c i a p o r t i o n o. .he 
T a s Z g ^nd found an a b s o l u t e l y clean chimney g i r t which had never been 
exposSd. I t was c r u d e l y f i n i s h e d and without chamber i n d i c a t i n g 
t S n S o v e described t r i m was Hhe o r i g i n a l f i n i s h of the f i r e p l a c e 
w a l l . ) The r i g h t hand room also has a ship's knee brace_inserted 
the f r o n t outer corner between the corner post and end g i r t as a 
strengthening device. 

I n the lobby, one of the chimney posts has a s l o t cut i n t o i t to 
— « i v e a door b o i t . A.L.C. saw evidence of a chamfer on the outer side 
of the chimnev post. He f e l t t h i s might have been an e x t e r i o r =-am.er, 
exposed beyond the clapboards which would have abutted the post. (The 
chamfer he-lps confirm t h a t the porch shown i n the 1898 photograph, 
which ALC d i d not t h i n k was deep enough to have been an e a r l y porch, 
was added l a t e r . ) 
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I n the r i g h t hand chamber the summer t i e beam and the corner post are 
f i n i s h e d w i t h a f l a t chamfer, but again, the chimney g i r t i s 
unchamfered and clean from having always been boxed. Cummings f e l t 
t h a t the corner post had not been exposed f o r long. Unfinished j o i s t s , 
(which also had never been exposed,) are spaced c. 24 inches on 
center. 

I n the a t t i c , b r i d l e j o i n t e d p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and three p u r l i n s per 
side are v i s i b l e . There i s no evidence of c o l l a r beams. Changes i n 
the roof boarding i n d i c a t e almost c e r t a i n l y where the c e n t r a l chimney 
p r e v i o u s l y emerged. The r a f t e r s over the l e f t hand p a r t of the house 
are of pine w h i l e those over the o r i g i n a l p a r t are oak. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The l e f t hand rooms e x h i b i t Federal t r i m , i n c l u d i n g a c e i l i n g i n the 
chamber coved at the f r o n t and rear of the house. There are remnants 
of i n t e r e s t i n g c. 1840 wallpaper i n the house. The s t a i r c a s e t r i m i s 
Federal i n s t y l e , and probably dates from the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the l e f t 
hand side of the house. 

.HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Although there vjas a house on the o r i g i n a l s i t e on the corner of Winter 
and Pecker Streets as e a r l y as 1595, s t y l i s t i c a n alysis i n d i c a t e s that 
the present s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t sometime a f t e r the Pecker f a m i l y 
acquired t i t l e to a l l the land between 1720-1730and before they sold 
i t to John Cogswell i n August 1754. Nehemiah Emerson, who bought the 
land i n 1787, most l i k e l y b u i l t the l e f t side of the house. His 
daughters acquired the house i n 1832, and by 1859 mention i n t h e i r 
w i l l s of a new house on the o l d s i t e i n d i c a t e s t h a t the o r i g i n a l house 
had been moved to i t s present l o c a t i o n by then. 

REFERENCES 

Deed Research Notes by Ann F. Armstrong 

A r t i c l e i n H a v e r h i l l Gazette, Sat., J u l y 24, 1982. 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


