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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Grav Cliff Higoric Didrict extendon possesses integrity of location, desgn, setting,
materids workmandhip, feding and assoaaion. It is sgnificant as an area whose
topogrgphy and architecture are of unusud interest, and which continues the high
dandards st by the origind area It d0 represents the 20th century devdopment o the

city s large edtates weare subdivided to acoommodete the rapidly growing population.
It thus meets criteria A and C of the NRHP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

The Gray Cliff Hidoric Didrict extendon isa resdentiad naghborhood which aoutsthe
exiding digrict N\R 9-4-86) to the eest. Known as The Ledges it continues the driking
topogrgphy of segp rocky ledge and aaggy outcroppings which characterize the origing
aea |t d0 mantans the high architecturd gandards established in Gray Cliff, dthough
in this caee the len housss date from the first hdf of the 20th century rather than the

later 19th centurv. Syles rgpresented in the areaindude Cdonid Revivd. Tudar Revival.
Redssanoe Revivd and Craftaman.

Individual housss in the Gray Cliff Higtoric Didtrict extenson are destribed on the
continuation heet:

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE  Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

In the early 1860s Rabat Bidop edablided large edate fronting on Besoon Srest ad
lying roughly within the area bounded by what ismow Grant Avenue, Commonwedth
Avenue and Hobart Roed 1t wss Stuated high doove Besoon Stredl, on a Stewhich
fealured rocky ledges ad aaggy oui aoppmgs Bidhop, a udge ad Presdant o the
Meassedhusatts Saete wes d<0 particularly adtive in Nenton dTairs As a city weater
commissona, hewes ingrumentd in the establishment o acity water sydem in thelae
18/0sand as amamba o the Nemion Boulevard Syndicate influenced the layout of
Commonwedth Avenue He wes aso particularly interested in the Newton Canire
Improvement Assodaion and was amgor force in the esteblishment of the Newion
Cantre Hayground which was desgned by Fredaick Lav Oimated.

(s3= continuation shest)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

see continuation sheet

8/85



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gninlinity:  Newton For mN\b:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMNSION (Newt on Cor ner) NGO
Office of the Secretary, Bostcm

Property Nane: MW AWV
extension

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (cont)

The Edward P. Bosson House. 9 The Ledges Road (1915) occupiesacraggy Ste a
the end of The LedgesRoed. Itisa2 1/2 gory brick houselaid up in Hemish bond ad
endossd by adate gableroof with modillion cornice. The symmetrica facadeis centered
on an entry with sddights and aflat roof porch with iron balustrade. Gazed doors of the
samewidth as the entry are located above. Hanking the entry are bay windowswith two
angle windows above. Wings extend from both Sdes and aglazed porch is located on the
rear elevation.

The Second James Ritchie House. 10 The Ledges Road (1928) isaTudor Revivd
structure perched on alofty and craggy dte. Itis atwo story gableroof house whose first
gory isdad in brick that is sometimeslaid in aherringbone pattern and sometimes half-
timbered. The upper story i? succoed and includes numerous aoss gables. Oe aoss
gabie on the rear eevaiion nas alarge bank of windows, A garageis incorporated
beneath the house as is common with houseson hilly lots.

The Robert R. Bishop House. 40 The Ledges Road (1861, cl890s) Qty records
indicate that thisis by far the oldest houseinthe district and that it was goproached
from Besoon Street prior to the exigence of The Ledges Roed. The origina construaion
date of 1861 dong with asymmetrica three bay form indicate that the house may have
been desgned inthe Italianate style. A thorough turn-of-the-century remodeling
however has resulted intoday sColonid Revivd style gopearance characterized by an
entry with fan and sddights as well as a Tuscan porch.

Maud V. Gray House. 45 The Ledges Road (1907): Thiseclecticaly desgned house is
one of the mog imposing inthe district. Itisalarge 2 11| dor>' structure endossd by an
overhanging red tile hip roof derived from the Spanish Colonid Revivd siyle. The
asymmetrical stuax) facade reflects the Craftsman style, while the bold er>"
enframement with its broken scroll pediment borrows from Coonid and Renaissance
SOUrces.

91 Bishopsgate Road (1901) Defining the northern edge of the district is alarge
duccoed, Colonid Revivd style resdence desgned by Henry' |. Calson, partner inthe
noted Bogon firm of Codlidge and Carlson. It rises 2 1/2 goriesto agambre, red-tile roof
with gabled dormers and massve bridged chimneys. The symmetrica three-bay facade is
centered on apedimented entry porch: a sunporch extendsto the west.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gonmnity: Newion For mN\b:

MASBACHUEETTS HISTORICAL  GCHMISSON (Newt on Cor ner) NGO
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Gay Cliff HD

Ext ensi on

Indicate each item on inventory form whi(x is being continued below.

Architectural Sgnificance (cont.)

121 Bishopsgate Road (1911) Thishighly unusud Craftman/Tudor Revivd style
hybrid isa2 1/2 story succoed structure endosed by a date gableroof. I1ts symmetrical
three bay facade is centered on agabled pavilion which establishes a stylized chevron
moatif as the mgor decorative theme. The goplied wood patierning seen here isrepeded
a the corners of the housg, in the upper saeh of the windows, and in the sdehghtsad
glazed door of the entry.

Verbal Boundary Description & Justification: The Gray Cliff Higtoric Districi
eliension abutsthe existing digtrict to the eadt; the two arees are conneaed by the short
wooded goan of Squirref Lane. Boundaries for the extenson are the ot lines of the ten
houses and two vacant lots on Bishopsgate Road and The Ledges Roed as hown on the
atached Engineering Mgp. The boundaries recognize the unique topographical features
and high archiieciural quality of the area The eest and west boundaries are defined by
the dead end of The Ledges Roed and the edge of the exigting district respectively. The
northern and southern boundaries are drawn to exdude properties of more recent date
ad lesser architectural interest on Bishopsgate Road and Besoon Street. Exduded arees
ae d a alower deMdion.

HISTORICAL S GNIFICANCE (cont.)

Opening of the Circuit Rallroad m 1886, congtruction of (Commonwedth Avenue in 1895.
and the extenson of street railway service dong (jommonwedth Avenue simulated
devdopment throughout the area. Initial development inthe Gray Cliff Higtoric Distria
(NR 9-4-86) off Besoon Street during the 1880s and in the Montvae Road area off
Commonwedth Avenue (NCB) inthe 1890stook full advantage of the varied topography
with curving road and unusua homesles. The Ledges Roed, which was laid out between
1906 and 1912. subdivided the area adjacen: to Gray Cliff Roed on the Besoon Street 9de
leaving the Bishop House with approximatey atwo agreiot a 40 The Ledges Road. Here
too. the unusua topograpny addsinterest, and inthe cas=of the Ritchie House a drameatic
setting for aresidentia property.

Thework of severd popular locd early 20th cantuy™ architeasisfound inthisarea,

Henry J Calson, of the firm Coohdge and Carlson designed his own resdence a 91
Bidhopggete Road (1901) and d<o the house a@ 131 Bishopsgate Roed( 1913). Archiiect

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccrammity: Nemon Fom No:

MASANAHUIEITS HISTORCAL  COM'SSON (Newton Corner) NC-0
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Narne Gy Cliff H.D.

extension

Indicate eech item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Higtorica Sgnificance (conl)

Edward B. Stratton. who lived a 25 Kenmore Roed (NC-047) designed the house a 9 The
Ledges Road for Edward P. Bosson in 1915, Basson, a Bodon busnessman heeded the
firm of Bosson & Lane, manufacturers of chemicd produasfor the textiletrade. He aso
sarved as amember of the Newion Board of dlderman for four years and as adirector of
the Newton Trust and atrustee of the Newion Ceantre Savings The work of Stratton and
Coohdge and Carlson can d<o be found in the Commonwedth Avenue Higoric Didtrici (NG

B) anog others.

Architea James Ritchie was born in Sootland and opened his officein Bodon in 1909
where he practiced for more than fifty years. In 1912-13 he built ahome for himsdf a
34 Hanoodk Avenue, Newion Centre, and in 1928, a ssoond house a 10 The Ledges Road
Ritchies earliest known work in Newion isthe Union Church {1912) in Waben. Other
works include the Newion Centre Branch Library (1927: NGO40|, the Ward Schod (1928)
and severd buildingsinthe Wes Newton Village Historic Digtrict (WN-J) to name a few,

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES
Building Department Records: The Ledges Road, Bishopsgate Road
VF- Jackson Homestead, Boston Public Library - Fine Arts Architects File

Newton'sNineteenth Century Architecture: Newton Centre, Oak Hill, Chestnut Hill,
Coniwonwealdth A venue

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NEWION. MASS. MULTIPLE RESOUUCE AMENDIU NT - 1900 - GRAY Cl UF HISTORIC DISTRICT

ext ens i on
Area(bf) Uistoriclifime Dale SIYI& Stalo
61-21-16 23589  VacafiL Lot
6!-21-2 26043  Vacaril Lot
a1 Bishopsgate Pd 61-22-17 45570  house NC-82 1901 P
garjg-i
121 Bishopsgate Rd. 61-23-6 1537  house 1911 Tudor 1
garuge i
131 Bishopsgate Rd. 61-23-9 13450 house w/all garbage 1913 CR c
9 The Ledges Road 61-21-22 43270  Edv»ard P. Bosson House NC-053 1915 CP
garage c
10 The Ledges Road 61-21-1 15021  2rid .James Rit'.hie Hs>?. 1928 Tiid">r
27 The Ledges Road 61-21-21 16000 house w/all gtirrjge 1941 Eclectic n
30 The Ledges Road 61-21-3 55075 house w/alt garage NC-052 1947 International n
33 The Ledges Road 61-21-20 18390 house 1910 Crafts. c
40 The Ledges Road 61-21-4 61300 Robert Bishop Moust- NC-672 Cl661 CP r
out biiilJing n'
45 The Ledges Road 61-211~7 44'J52  house NC-673 1907 Ron jisance Rev. c
garage c
Number of buildinas 10

o - sum ol snuare feet in iiei
Number of c(intr ibuting buildings vare feet In liela - area

e o (Sirent3 nut included) 40.3 157
Number of non-contr ibuting buildings 2
Number of sinjctures 5 Mumb?yr of vacant I'jts
Number of contr ibuting siructur 65 3
Number of non-contributing siructiires o
Number of contr ibuting objects 0
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