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The First National Bank of Milbank is a two story, reddish brick faced structure built 
around 1900. It utilizes Victorian decoration, especially on the limestone cornice 
which has small brackets, medallion ornaments, finials, several varieties of moulding 
and a highly ornate pediment. The building has had few changes on the exterior except 
for a one story small rear addition.

The front or west facade has a symmetrical appearance with each opening on the first 
level having a corresponding one on the second. Two doors appear on the first story, 
the one offset to the left leads to the second floor and it has a transom. The other 
door is offset to the right and is in an alcove with a rectangular support. It has 
one panel, a transom, and three quarters glass. Between these two entries is a mullion 
divided display window with transoms.

Four windows appear on the second story of the front facade and are all separated, 
except the central two, by a narrow mull ion device. The lintels are limestone and 
decorated while lugsills appear for the bottom surrounds.

The south facade is four bays long and asymmetrical in appearance. A 1900 store front 
is located at the rear corner with a side entrance and two large mull ion divided win 
dows with transom. Windows on both floors have decorated label surrounds of limestone. 
Other elements on the side wall are pilasters, brick corbeling and lugsills.

This corner building uses the color combinations of red brick and creafti colored lime 
stone to highlight its decorative elements. Along with this is its almost pristine 
period of appearance which gives the viewer a good idea what a small town, early twenti 
eth century building looked like.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First National Bank of Mil bank building, constructed in 1900, is significant ar 
chitecturally as one of the more ornate and well preserved commercial buildings in 
the state. It also has local importance for housing a local bank and later a newspa 
per. For these reasons the building should be placed on the Register.

In 1903 the First National Bank opened, replacing two other financial institutions 
that closed the year before. Gottlieb Stengle was president of the Board of Directors. 
A period of bank closing occured during the 1920's because of post war deflation and 
declining farm income and property values. The results were that 175 banks were forced 
to close by 1926 which First National did in that year.

The next occupant was the Grant County Review, a local newspaper begun by Henry S. 
Volkmar in 1880. He had come from Owatonna, Minnesota first to Big Stone City and 
then to Mil bank when he was sure where the railroad was going to locate. Volkmar op 
erated the paper until 1909 when William S. Doan took over. The Review is now owned 
by his daughter Mrs. Clarence Justice.

Mil bank is the only town that operates two major newspapers that serve the same gen 
eral area. Also the Review and the Grant County Herald Advance are divided along po 
litical lines the former being Democrate and the latter Republican. This is a throw 
back to an era when this was a typical situation in most cities but the lack of mar 
ket eventually closed one down.

Over the years the building has maintained its combination of Classical and High Vic 
torian Gothic design. Most commercial buildings have lost that original integrity 
of design but this structure remains an excellant example of an early twentieth cen 
tury building.
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