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Town Brookline MRA

Address 70 Netherlands Road

iiistoric Name "The Dutch House'

Use: Originalrxposition Buildir.f at

Chicago World's Fair (1893)
Present residential

Ownership:C3 Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original ownerVan Houten and 7nnn
Cocoa Comnanv
DESCRIPTION:
Date 1893
> Source The Brickbuilder (july, 1893)
Syle Dutch Kiph Renai ssance o '

Architect ™« Cuillaurre Wyuen

Exterior wall fabric cejrient

Outbui 1dingsJ22|!f

Major alterations (with dates)195 O-reDl.ace

s.ill; 1962-install doctor's office

in basement

Moved from Chica""c Date 1893

Approx. acreage ”M850 so. ft.

SettingApproximate 15 fotft set-back

from street, across froin apartment

house, one block awav from the

Riverway (part of Olmsted Park system)

See attached sheet for
geographical information.
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ARCH TECTURAL ST QN FI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildings within comunity)

This house v/ias constructed i nHolland and Belgium erected i nChicago, and
noved t o Brookline. | tisadirect copy of theFrancker town hall i n
Friesland, Holland which was built i n1591, and as such, #20 Netherlands Road
is considered by many t o be t henmost authentic exanple of-Hi gh Renaissance
(Dutch) i nAmerica.. (Friesland i sone of thenorthernmost provinces of
Hol I and.) The building i sfour stories high, but two of thestories are in-
cluded i nt hehigh mansard roof which has a j?able at either end and i s topped
by a done and bell tower. There areover 1000 sauare feet of |eaded green
glass wi ndow surface, about 12,000 lights i nall. Wien reconstructed i n
Brookline, thebrick exterior was covered with Portland cenent which, i nsome

HSTAR CAL SSAN H CANCE (explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history
and how the building relates t othe devel opment of the conmmunity)

The Dutch House was designed t o be t he Van Houten Cocoa Conpany's display
building at t he Colunbian. Exposition of 1893 |t was one ofthefevj private-
ly erected buildings at theFair t owina medal. The doors and carved

panels came from Hindel oopen, a small village also i nFriesland, whilethe
front doorviay i s an adaptat.-i‘on of t heorphanage door at Enkhuizen. The
highly ornate interior features massive ceiling beans supported by scul ptured
corbels as well as oak panelling from Flem sh dwellings. I nthedining room
are blue and white delft wall tiles, many over 300 years of age, which
depict Biblical stories.

While attending theViorld s Fair, Captain Charles Brooks Appleton of Brook-
line becanme so captivated with thestructure that after theFair, he pur-
chased t hebuilding at auction and had i t di smantled and transportefl t o
Brookline. Kingsbury and Richardson of Boston designed t heplans for its
reconstruction, while EF. Kclntire of Salem was responsi blefor theplans
for theinterior. At thetime of thereconstruction, Netherlands Road was
an unnaned private Viay laid out by t heAspinwall Land Company t o connect
with one of t hePark drives which had been designed bv Frederick Law O nsted
(the Riverway section of t heBoston Parks System).

had ' ' o e
.Captain Appleton, who cane t oBrooklinei n189 O and lived on .As-oinvtall
Avenue, was a nenber of many patriotic societies and was particularly in-
terested i nthecavalry, according t ohis obituary. Appleton v.”"ished

house t o be a haven for artists; i twas long t hehone of Leo O Donnell,

an artist, book designer, and professor at t heMassachusetts School of Art.
O Donnell also had a large collection of Delft pottery which found an appro-
priate setting i ntheDutch House. . -

Bl BLI GZRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Brookline Chronicle - April 28, 1894; February 2, 1895; February 9, 1895,

-April 5, 1935; February 16, 1938 ; November 13, 1955

Proceedinp:s of t heBrooklinellistorical Society - 1978 , pv 69-71 « @
1925, pp. 6-7 _, > ;.15
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I NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATI N SHEET Conanunity: Farm No.

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASION Brookline
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Nane2 O Netherlands Rd.

Indicate each item on inventory form wh.idi is being continued below. ~~*
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE - e L S et

areas, has been made to look like stone ornamentation. The Van Houten
Cocoa eagle is perched over the door, one of the many fine decorative
details to be found in the design of this house. N

Although there are a number of residential structures in Brookline as
well as a fire station whose styles reveal the influence of Dutch archi-
tecture, no other building rivals this one in terms of authentic design or
detail.

20 Netherland Road meets NR criteria A and C, having been part of the Columbian Exposition
of 1893 and a superb example of the High Dutch Renaissance style, unique to the town and
the metropolitan area.

Bosten Soutii CJuadrangle
UTM Reference: 19/325940/A 689030
Mep #: 49

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



NPS Foim 1040M

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shet

BrooklineMRA
MASSACHUSETTS

Name
State

Nomination/Type of Review

81. Twitchell, Ginery, House

82. Walnut Hills Cemetery

83. \White, Benjam n, House

84. \White Place Historic
District

8i5, Dutch House (The)

86. Spooner, William, House

ltam numtier

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Sntexed in tIM  Oi™egper

Attest

S-tard IntiM it eeper
Attest

_ N K eeper

National »«#l8tw  Attest

flteeper

Satlouol
Attest

Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest

Date/Signature
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WASO Form - 177

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Dutch House (The) (Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County
MTSSACHUSETTS

im resubmission
. nomination by person or local government
CU owner objection

im appeal L
Substantive Review: CZI sample *  request
Reviewer's commeute: 7

—j e- .p'*_l\__"_l\ -- N A a

Nomination returned for:
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

® appeal

/\t//\/\

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® vyes ® no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent 1 | deteriorated unaltered

im gm I Iruins CU altered

« fair d! unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| | dates

| I boundary selection

ew
Working No. DEC | 2 1985
Fed. Reg. Date: 'Z'1l - 897
Date Due: — P/ZNN
Action: AMCCEPT / — NN
RETURN
REJECT

Federal Agency:

A NR decision

ecom./Criteip LAAI

Reviewer _
Discipline.

OtUMN-Hsry Date
jt

.technical corrections cited below A'NACHITfPANAAN 5]

secfi, >N, il

JNH-M

N, »

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

see continuation sheet

i1n

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

+ summary paragraph

CU completeness f, )
CU clarity o
CU applicable criteria I

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

Tfilv-"

9. Major Bibliographical References /0

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local £,
State Historic Preservation Officer signature £ e
title date
13. Other
CU Maps
CU Photographs
CU Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet (St
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59. The eest (Lake Michigan) front of Manufactures, with the
Viking Shipin the foreground, and the very Dutchl little pavilion

.of Van Houten & Zoon cocoa snuggled near the northpast rnrner

o the giant building.

building in the v*orld (Figs 52-61). It was 1,687 by 787
feet inareaand cogt $1,837,601. Its semicircular, glazed,
sagren main roof was 245Vz feet high. The corner
pavilions (triumphal archeswith single openings) rose 97
feet; the four center-of-facade pavilions (triple-opening
aches), 13 feet. Of the standard 20-odd-foot bays, there
were 22 on the north and south facades, 58 on the eest
and west! The Corinthian regularity of the facades was
partidly enlivened by numerous female figures.
Originaly, Manufactures was to have consisted of two
pardld "tunnds' connected by intersecting onesat either
end, and spanned in the center by a depressed dome.
Two six-acre courts were to have been |eft open within
the area De Young, the above-mentioned California
mamber of the National Commission, urged that these
courts be roofed over and that one vast central hall be
goaned by sted trusses. The celebrated Galerie des
Machines & the 1889 Peris fair was the model for this; in
«n explicit spirit of rivalry. Podt's building beat Dutert
and Contamin's by a few feet with its 368-foot clear-span
hinged-arch roof structure, but the metal detailing on the
French edifice was decidedly more elegant and graceful.
Indgde, Manufactures had a gallery 50 feet wide, and 86
andler gdleries for viewing that projected 12 feet. Ex-
tendve mural decoration included work by such eminent
panters & Gari Melchers, Walter McEwen, J. Alden
Waer, Robert Reid, E. E. Simmons, Kenyon Cox, J. Car-
roll Beckwith, Walter Shirlaw, C. S Reinhart and Edwin
H. Blashfidd, most of whom would in a few years be

decorating the Library of Congress, an important perma-
nent showcase for White City ideals.

On the mainfloor of Manufactures were memy national
pavilions (with individual firms represented within) dis-
playing such stylish manufactured products as ceramics,
metalwork, textiles, furniture, glassvare and jewelry.
Germany's exhibit had a wrought-iron gateway made by
Armbruester Brothers of Frankfurtam Main. These gates
were purchased after the fair for $20,000 by the owner of
the mansion at 1000 Lake Shore Drive (built by Bemanin
the 1880s). In 1897 this became the honeymoon home of
Harold and Edith Rockefeller McCormick, whose stormy
marriage and intimate patronage of the arts and sciences
were to supply newspaper copy for decades.

The main thoroughfare inside Manufactures, 50 feet
wide, was called Columbia Avenue. Atits center was the
120-foot-high clock tower of the American Self-Winding
Clock Company. Atthe north end of the Avenue was the
giant telescope that Y erkes had ordered for the Universi-
ty of Chicago observatory that was to bear his name.

The galeries of Manufactures were reserved for the
Liberal Artsdisplays (physical development, medical ap-
paratus, education, literature, public works, research in-
struments, government, commerce, institutions of
knowledge, social associations, religious associations,
music and theater). Many universities and publishing
houses had important exhibits here; photography was
not neglected. Musical instruments, alone of all Liberal
Arts items, were shown on the main floor of Manufac-
tures. The anthropology and ethnology division of the
Liberal Arts Department had itsown building elsewhere,
as did the Manufactures division devoted to shoes and
leather (similarly, the forestry division and the main
dairy division were not in the Agricultural Building).

The Court of Honor and Its Buildings 51



